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PREFACE 


In (hi* concluding part of 7J.i Cd&* Bough I l UV t <lf*. 
Cttsse ^ 1j ' fl problem which gives EL> tick: u» she whole wort 
11 T uni right, the Golden Bough over which the King of 
[lie Wood, DfoltftV priest it Aricia, kept watch and ward 
ivny no other than a brunch of mistletoe growing ou an «. 4 k 
within the sacred grove • and as (he plucking of the iniugh 
wav a necessary prelude to the -laughter of the priest, I 
have ken led to fiwtiuite a parallel bet wen* the King u f 
tlir Wood 01 N'r/rii awl the Norse got! Balder, who was 
worshipped m ft sacred grove beside the beautiful Sogne 
f.:i ! of Nhwway and «»* nab! to have perished by n stroke 
<if mistletoe, which alone of all things on earth or in Itui-ea 
could wound him. On tile theory here suggested both 
Balder tind the King or tlw Wood personified in a wiise 
the sacred oak of <mr Aryan forefathers. and bath had 
deposited their lives or *ou!i for safety in the parasite abidi 
somrtimes, though rarely, is found growing on an oak nud 
by the very rnrity uf it.-, appearance excites the winder and 
-tirnulalcs the devotion of ignorant men Though I am 
rum !t=» than ever disposed to lay Wright on the analogy 
between the Juliuti priest and the Norse god, I have 
allowed It to stand Ucause it fnmfihes me with a pretext 
fur discuttftif not only the general question of the external 
“"“I in popular flopcralhion. but .dir., the .finsfe stive Is of 
Europe, surer tire played n part both In the myth of flaldrr 
and Ln the ritual of the Arieiiu grove. Thus Balder tin; 


^ preface 

IJcJU iff.it in my foml* i' B«k «« ift *" B st£,lkfn «# )rK 
to carry two tfauff lff *** And «fel is trt* 

uf Haider applies < t ,u*Hy ta ,1 k priest of Ncmi h.mw f, 
the nominal hero „r the long ir^My hum.,, folly 

.od suiTerm^ winch hW unrolled fitttf W*>* ** ™" 

of tl.•-■ volumes, mil on wWch the ««*-•’» '* 1,1 ■* 

to m Hr. ton, for aH the <P* lat P A - he WMTS ari?rTl,f? 
gravity with which he stalks across the stage, '* werdy ■ 

jfl.pjtct, and it U time u> unmask him before laying 4nm «!■ 
in the bo*- , ^ 

To drop metaphor. while nominal ty Investing a 
particular problem of [indent mytbofogy, I have really 
been ilheo-iUljJ , juration* of more general iutere.it which 
coorom the gradual evolution of human thought from 
savagery to dviliralttm. The ciit|ulry Is beset with diffi¬ 
cult .-r many kinds, for the record of man* mental 
development is even more imperfect than the record of his 
physical development, and it 1* bsider to read, not only by 
rca-son of the incomparably more subtle and complex nature 
of the subject, but because the reader's eyes are apt to Ik 
dimmed by thick mUU of paisiun and prejudice, which 
Cloud in 4 IV less degree thr field- of rom^rative anatomy 
and geology. My comribntion to the history of the huitum 
mind colpti^t) ol llttfc men than a rough and purely pro¬ 
visional classification of fact? galUered almost entirely from 
prfnMd sources, if [here is enc general conclusion which 
j^i R , to emerge from the mass of particulars, ! venture to 
think that it is the essential similarity in the working of il« 
lei* developed human mind among all taocs. which corns* 
spuida to the essential similarity in t licit bodily hame 
icretied by comp., rati sc anatomy. But while thin gciter.ii 
mental timilurity may, ! Mievc, be taken fts «§i*bl&fc;d. « 
must always Ire on our gUafil ajjsifltt tracing to it 11 multi* 
lude of particular resemblances which may 1* end often are 
due lit simple'diffusion, since nothing is more certain than 
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(hut liie v>« ri]in ■ niici ftf rm-ft have borrowed fmm cneh 
wthcf many of their arts and nails. iti. tr idea-;, cremimH, 
until institution*. To sift out l hr rkjuunti of null tire which 
a met? has independently evolved mid u> liistin^uinli them 
uccuratcly From tlioinr which it lias derived fmm "tiler t..cm 
S atanic of extreme difficulty and delicacy, which promises 
i,* nctiijiy siutJtnA of n».iti For j hr. .■ itou ic« come : indeed 
*■■ complex air tl.r- filet ,41 : ■-> iifijir-h;','' in ■-. t ■ ■ 
is the hwtnncui ren-f • that it ms> Ire doubled ft h. tlh-r til 
regard lo many of tin: luwnr mens we shall ever arrive . k l 
more I ban piohuble conjee vui vs 

Since lire Irea edition oF Tin f G*tiftv B*'i< :& war pub¬ 
lished some thirteen years ago, i have rth rcavrai 1<; change 
my views on several mutters discussed in this concluding 
par* of i lie work, and though. 1 hmc called Mictilicm to 
these diingo in the lf\t. it (Nay he well lur tin -like of 
d cam ess ro recapitulate them here. 

Ill lire first place, lire arguments of JJr. Edward Westw 
march hate nalidicd me ■- L .. .t the suLu tin m nl the EiirujK'iin 
ini; f' tii.no which I accepted from Vtf. Munnhnr.lt, is very 
ilighdy, if ut all, supported by the evidence and b probably 
erromou- Tile true explanation 01 the festival-! 1 now 
(relieve id |>, the o« advocated by Dr- U cjir.i in.irdh him* 
seH. namely that they art putttkaiurj in intention. lIn- fire 
being dwigncii :n-T. as I i rm riy he id. to rdnforee . -uii't 
t^ht and heat by sympathetic nlogie, but merely m hum or 
repel she im.viom tiling*, whether cuucLJtttl ■ material or 
ipirituul, which threaten the life of man of animat* anti of 
plant 1. This aipcut of the firc lc-^ind* had not wholly 
t-cjped me in former editions j I pouucd it - ill explicitly, 
lull, h:ii-*cs! jrerhapn by lire yrnst rmtliuriiy oi M.omhrrrdl, I 
(rented it as secondary and stilwrdinute imlead of primary 
and duminimi, Out of deference- to Muimlptrdt, for whore 
w'C.rh l entertain the highest n.-ri|«et. and became (he 
evidence for lire piuui at ry ihtury of he files is pm Imp* 
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not quite oWrrltafcf, I have in tM» edition reputed anrl 
n.r.n remfbceed the argument* lor the vitbr theory of the 
festival*, ±o that the leader may sev fnr Him k I f what c,u\ K 
^idrnt Iv.th rides of the question Mid may draw his ok* 
conclusion ; but for my part I cannot but think that the 
arguments for the purificatory i heury far obtaraigl^jii* 
argument* foe l he *>tor theory, Dr, Weriermarek has&l 
hit criticism' large!)- on hi* own observations of the Mohair* 
medan fire festival* of Morocco, which present a reituirkable 
I! ^ mritartrii to those of Christian Europe, though there 
seems no reason to assume that herein Africa has burrowed 
from Europe or Europe front Atrici So f.ir a» I-mope is 
concerned, tile evidence tends strongly to shew thul Lire 
grand evil which the festival* aimed at combating wii 
witchcraft, and that they were conceived to attain their end 
b> actually burning the witches, whether visible Or invisible, 
in the tin roes,. If that was so, the wide prevalence and the 
immense salubrity or Ui£ fin-festivals provides ua with a 
measure fnr estimating the extent of the hold which the 
belief in witchcraft had cm the European mind before the 
rise of Christianity or rather of rationalism , for Christianity, 
both Catholic and Protestant, accepted the old belief and 
enforced it ni the old way by the faggot and the- stake It 
was not Liu til human reason at last awoke after the long 
slumber of the Middle Ages that this dreadful obsession 
gradually p^r-d away like ,i lark cloud from the Intel 
tcctual horizon of Europe, 

Yet we should deceive ourselves if we imagined that tilt 
belief in witchcraft U even now dead hi the mass of the 
people ; on the contrary there is ample evidence to shew 
tliut it cully hibernates under the chilling influence of 
mtirmalisrn, ami that it would start Into active life if that 
influence were ever scrioudy relaxed. The truth seems to 
be that to this day the peasant remains a pagan and lavuye 
at heart; Ills civlliaatioJi is merely a thin veneer which the 
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hard ttiiucU of life sjxw abrade, exposing the solid core aI 
paganism and -^va^ery below The i Ian gw created b> * 
botlcmtcss layer of ignorance mid snipCrsthi™ under tile 
r li jft of cjvliiif j merely is N: .lied, :• •! osily hy lire natural * 
sorjilility und ineitia of the bucolic mind. but. iilto by the 
i W ogn:::f»vc tlccrcaof she rural i- i'ompsjrrd wit! :ht urban 
population in modem ^wsns; for I lielitve it ' ill be found 
the artisans who coitgrtf’ite in towns are far ^ 
mbrntiv of primllive [iifxlv-- of thought thnii their untie 
brethren. In every age cities have heer the <tmlre* ami as 
jt wen. the Hi; hi houses from which ideas radiate Into the 
sirrtvundlrifl darkfi&s kindled by the frieiii is .if mind with 
mi mi Jn the crow h*d lutUnts of men; and it is miliiral that 
:,l ihew beacon* of intellectual light all should |» 4 rt;tkr in 
sonic incisure of the general jllmninat ion. No doubt the 
me mid ferment and unrest of great cities lines their dark as 
ivell as i heir bright si de hut among the evils; tr. be appre¬ 
hended from them the chance.-; of a pagan revival need 
hardly l*' reckoned. 

Another point on which l have thaii-ed, tny mind is the 
nature nf the great Aryan grxl whom the Romutis called 
Jiiphcr and the Greeks Zen*. W hereby I formerly urgucd 
thiU lie was primarily n perioniikation of 'he nacred oak 
mwI only In the *crt tid place a personification of the thtintfcr- 

sky, ) now huert tire trdci of hi* divine functions and 
believe that he was a sky god before he came to lit associated 
with the oak. in fact. 1 revert to the traditional view of 
Jupiter, recant my heresy, nmJ .m. gathered like u lost sheep 
into the fold of mythological wife-doxy, The good diephetti 
n lio has Iwou-bt me buck Is my friend Mr. W Wnrdn 1-nwler. 
He han removed the slorre Over which t stumbled In the 
wildenwst by Rfpliining la a simple and iiatiual way limv 
a god of (he thundering sky mJ.djt easily come to l»- after- 
W judii Associated with tlie tain The explanation turns on 
tliv great frequency with which, as statistic prove, the oak 
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fa struck by tight ntng beyond Any i»lbrr true of lltc Wi ■ 4 in 
Europe. To otu mlc forefathers, who dwelt in tire gloomy 
rieptha of the primaeval (brent, il might well ficem that the 
riven and blackened iwiks mth! indeed he favourites of lltc 
iky god, who in often descended on ilium from she murky 
cloud in a ffafb of “i.l a crash of thunder ^ 

l*his change of view n> lIn: gicaV Aryan god rcta2- 
sardy olTecfc* my interpa'tiUion of the King of die V\oc4, 
tile priest of Diana at Aricin, if 1 may take that ^prarded 
puppet nut of the bos again for a mount ML On my theory 
the priest represented Jupiter in the flesh, and accordingly, 
(f Jupiter was primarily a rky-ijod, His priest can mi have 
Ikcti it mere incarnation oi Ihe --acred oak, but mlist, like lltc 
deity vvlipi-T o>in mission I c bore, have been Invested in the 
imagination of His worshippers with the power of overcasting 
iJu: Jicavt n with clouds and eliciting storms of thunder and 
rain from the celestial vault The attribution of weather, 
milking [K-were to kings -*r priests I* very commuu in primi- 
live society, and b indeed one of the principal levers by 
which such personages ratio themselves to a position of 
rupcriofhjy above I heir follows. There U therefore no lift* 
{mibnbitity in the supposition that as a representative of 
Jupiter the priest of Diana enjoyed this reputation, though 
positive evidence of it appears to be lucking. 

Lastly, in iht- present edition I have shewn some grounds 
for thinking that the Golden Hough itself, or in o mmrni 
parlance the Mistletoe on tire oak, was supposed to have 
dropped from the sky upon lire tree in a Uadi of lightning 
mid therefore to contain within itself the i-ocri of celestial 
fire, u sort of smijuldefiEi^ thunderbolt. This view of the 
print and of the bough which he guarded at tlw peril of 
his life Ini', die advantage nf accounting for l he imp’nance 
which the sanctuary* at Nemi acquired and the treasure 
which it armiSA d through the offerings of the faithful; for 
the shrine would strew to have been lu ancient what Luivto 
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tin-* been to (ti-J'Icro Italy, o place of pflgilmsijje, w here 
print*--* and noble* a* well a* ciinumiiier- poured wealth 
itno I tie wITm ■ t 1 llano ill tier i;n*n rr;£T'> among tire 

Alt. hills, jit.-l us in modern limes Irtngu and queens vied * 

with each oilier in enriching Hit black Vi r5; in who (hum her 
Holy House on lire hillside at Loreto lu«>lfs util on the hke 
Adriatic and the jmrpie Apennines Suet pious prodigality 
becomes in tire Intelligible if the greatest of the gods was 
fritta'd »bdiev*.d to dwell hi human shape wiili hia wife 
mriung the woods of Xcrdi. 

These ore the principal points on which 1 have altered 
my opinion since Ure lust edition of tny book war published. 
Tile mere sduilsriutt nf such change* tatty suffice lo indicate 
lire doubt Hint uncertainly which attend enquiries of this 
1 in I tire. The whole fabric of ancient mythology is so foreign 
1 . our nnskm way? ol Oumglit, and the evidence concerning 
it h for She most |urt «• frigmtiibiry, obscure, and conflict- 
ipjj that in our attempt* to piece together and interpret if 
wc can liurdly hope to reach conclusions thut will Completely 
N,it!sfe enteronmdvrs or other# In this asm oihci branches 
of study it is tile fate of theories to be washed au-oy like 
children's castles of sand by the rising tide <-F knowledge, 
and l n«i not .10 presumptuous 04 to expect or desire for 
mine nr> exemption frum the common lot* t hold them ali 
very lightly and have used them chiefly a* convenient peg* 
on which to hang my eollcctti ne of l act s I'i ■ l lielicv* 
that, while theories arc transitory, a record of farts has a 
permanent value. Ami that as a ebfOride of ancient customs 
and bdlcfo my book may reluiri its ulility when my theorie* 
ate us obsolete ss tire customs amt licllefi tlian*clvci 
dwrii'c to be. 

I cannot diami»' without some natural regret a task 
whi'.h ha* ncnipifld and amu-v ' me at Intervals tor many 
years. Cut Hie ft-filW is tempered by I hark filing' and 
hte t >L-. 1 am thankful that i luivu been s\tic to conclude 
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at Itijjt one chapter of the wtrrfc \ projected .1 Ioji« time 
*** \ am hopeful that 1 may mw pgw l* taking it final 

Icavc of my indulgent readers. hut Hurt* as I am -tcn^hlc 
of Hi He abatement in my Uglily rtrenyth and of none m 
my Birfmw ft* study. they will bear vrtth me y* a while 
If I should attempt to entertain them with fresh subjects of 
laughter and tears drawn from the oame'iy ai,d l * lc traps? 
of man's endless tju&it after happiness And truth, 

L G FRAJE&J8. 
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CHAPTER I 

■ 

BirnvntiN mAvm Aim zartu 

J 1. Nat ia t&Uk'/i th/ Earth 

We Liave travelled In since wt turn* J our back? on NcmX ami Tb* „ 
set forth Iej quest of tin: *Mfot uf the Golden Bough. With 
Llw present vo J tune we enter un tine best stifec of our Long GqL^h 
journey The reader who has hail Lhc [jaticpce to follow Liu 
enquiry thus? far may remember timl at the outset two qur*- 
tiW* were |irrjprwed for answer: Why hud the prie.it of Arista 
to slky his pieiArae^'or ? And why, before doing *e, had 
he to plitck the Golden Hough? 1 Of these two qiicsijutu 
the first has now been answered. The jirlest qf Aden, if 1 
am right, was one of tho*e sacred (dug* or human divinities 
oft wbryie life the welfare of the couumimty and even the 
wtitse of nature in general are Heffevcd to be intimattly 
dependent. It does rtdt Appear ihut I he subjects tw wr-r* 

shtppen of such a spiritual potentate form to themselves any 
very dear notion of the pt rclatfrufthip b which they 
stand to turt! i probably their Itfcns the point arc vague 
and Hurt Mating, and wc should or if we attempts J to define 
the relatiotiahlp with logical prtcteiOTi, All that the people 
know, or rather imagine, h that somehow they themselves*, 
their cattle, and their Crops ate mysteriously hound up with 
their divine king, no that according as he in well or ill the 
community is healthy or sickly* the flocks and Herds dime 
nr languish with disease, and the field y yield an nfa(mrfnnt or 
a scanty harvest The wont evil which they am conceit 
of is the nchtnl death of their ruler, whether fie succumb to 

t T^j . 1 Art rih /iki Krthiti** f/Atiyi, L 44. 
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g fiMTIVlWit WEAVE ft AX& EARTH 

sfcfetiesscr oU *gc, for In tfe opinion or hit fdWr* fe*h 

a di'iith would entail the disastrous consequence* on 
themselves anti tlielr pos«^ioiis ; fot.il epidemics would 
- sweep away ma and feast, tfe earth would ictuie fer 
inowiso, nay the very frame of nature itself might dc dis¬ 
solved To guard against these cata-lrophcs it is necessary 
to put the king to death while he Is still in the full bloom 
of his divine manhood, In order that Tils vucred life, trims- 
milted in unafeted force to his sucoc-.sor, may renew ns 
youth, and Ihus by KKcessfve tnntniisfliba* 'through a 
perpetual line of vi^urout inuinutffist may remain ct'-ru* 
ally fresh and young, a pledge and security that m ( :n 
and animals shall in life manner renow their you 111 by 
a pcrpet.ua! success Inn of "tincm turns, and that seedtime 
and liar vest, and rummer and winter, and min and sun dime 
shall never fall. Tti.it, if my conjecture Is right, was why the 
prtetofArida, the King of the Wood at NVmi, harl regular |y 
to iKriiiJt by ijir: sword of his successor 

u«t we have >tIII to oak. What was the Golden Bough 1 
*« aiU j ^y hod each candidate for the Aricinn priesthnwt to 
***** itfack It before be omd-d sky the priest? These questions 
I will now try Us answer, 

hxwit It will be well i begin by noticing two of those nites 

■! iW t* 1 **^ 11 by ttlskh, a* we have seen, the life oJ" divine 
\Llri m prieti* I* regulated. The first **( lh? rides Lo which 1 
JJJjJJ 1 * desire to s till the ic nlrfV uUentmit h that the divine per* 
'lii'-ofca *nnage mriy not touch the ground with hh foot Thb rule 
wms nWrverl by the supreme pontiff of the Zapotac* in 
Mexico; he profaned hi® sanctity if he so much u touched 
the ground with his foot. 1 MantcaHttiL, emperor of Mexico* 
never set foot on the ground; he was always earned or the 
fhou-Mcr- of noblemen* and if hr lighted anywhere They laid 
rich tapestry for lum to walk Upon, 1 Tor the Mikado of 
Japan to tough the ground with his foot was a shameful 
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degradation ; indeed, in the rixltenth cctmiry, it was 
enough to deprive him of his office. Outside life^ p:rfju« he 
was carried On meu^ shoulder*; within it lie walked on 
exqttbiidy wrought mists. 1 The king and queen of Tahiti 
might not touch the ground any where but wixliuj tiieir 
lieredilary domains \ for the ground on which Uiey trod 
became aacrctl Tn I ravel] Jug frost i place to place they were 
carried on the sliDtiidm of sacred turn They were ujways 
jLCCompanied by several pair* of three aoxurtiRcd attendants ; 
and whcn.it became necessary to dmitge tbd( the 

king and queen vaulted on to die shoulders of their new 
bearers without klijrig Uieir fed touch the ground It vfslm 
all evil unk:i\ If the king of Dti3uitijt touched the grim rid, 
-ind hr hud to perform an expiatory ceremony/ Within 
liii pillar the king ! Perm walked carpet* on which 
no one ebe might tfwd ; outnUk of it he wji- never &crn on 
foert but only in a chariot nr on horseback/ in old days 
the king of Siam rtcvrr set f«t upon the earth, but was 
carried tan a throne of gold from place to place* Formerly 
neither the kings of Uguttda, nor their mothers, nor their 
queens might walk on foot cm I Aide of the ipncJutn rrtdoswT* 
ib urhfch they Iked, Whenever they went forth they were 
carried On the dwuMcrs of mcti of the Buffalo dan* seveml 
of whom accompanied any of these royal personon a 
journey and \tnik it in turn to hear the burden. The king 
astride the hearer's neck with ;* leg over each should nr 
and hi * ferl turkol under the UrarcA ann>. When une of 
I brae royal cur km grew tired he shot the king on to the 
shoulder-* of a second man without a I lowing the royal feci 
to touch the ground, In this way they ps cot at a great 
pace afiiJ travelled long distances, in a day, when the king 
was cm a journey The bearers Uwd j special hut in the 
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y n iVj, tmckmm Hi order to Ik at bond the morneni duty 
^ lilted. Among the Ibkuba or rather Bunh^g^ a 
nation in the southern region of the Congo, down i.v ^ few 
y-ar* ago persons of the royal blood were forbidden to 
t«jch the ground; they mm ill on a hide, a chifr, or the 
back of 4 nkv*, who crouched on hands and feet; their 
feet reited <m the feet of others When they travelled they 
carried oti die backs of men ; bflt the king journeyed 
in a litter iBppocittt oil ^halU 1 Amoig; the I bo people 
ahnui Aw k a, in Southern Nigeria, Lbo priest of* the liiirth 
ha- to observe many tabra, for example. he may not see 
a cor^nc, Atwl if he meets imr r oti the r-jad lie must hide hfs 
eye* with Ills wifctkt, tie iniBi abUjiin from many food*, 
inch m eggs, Urda rif ill wiria, mutton, btuh-btiek. and 
an forth lie may neither Wear m>f touch a mask, and no 
marked man may enter his hou%e, If a dog. auen hit 
Hihim:-. St is killed and thrown out A^ pdeiit of (lie Earth 
he may not sir on the bare gmurid t nor eat tilings that have 
fallen cm I he ground, nor m ay earth lie thrown at him, 1 
According to anricnl Brahmanic ritual a king at hi* in- 
auguration ItcmI on □ tiger 7 * $km and n golden plate; hr 
was shod with shoes of boar's skin* and so long a* he lived 
there at ter he might not stand on the earth with hh bare feet/ 
CHtuu Bus beridea person* who arc t^renanentfy sacred or 

Ii"«rw4i arc therefore permanently forbidden to touch 

*f=ui*n I fie ground with their feel, Llicre arc others who enjoy the 
HES* character of sanctity cir telwo only on certain occnjdoufl,, ami 
ft* to whom oceorvUngly die prolilMtlori In question only applies 
li ** at the definite seasons during which they ex!udc the odw* 
of sanctity. Thu* among die Kayiiru or ftahatui of Central. 
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Kortwo,vMe Llic priestess** air engagcil in the prrfnrmunee 
of certain ritej they may not -top m the ground. .tod boards 
"* laid fur ibem to tread mi. 1 At 4 Hum! ceremony 
observed by night among (hr Miehcmis, a Tibetan tribe 
Iiear the northern frontier of Assam, priest fmtoui tally 
bedecked with Ligeti Ircth, maiiycototired plumes, bells and 
•lielb, seemed n wild dance for the purpose of exerting 
the evil spirits; then till fire* were oxiingubhed and a now 
]i $ A wa3 ***»* by a man suspended by Ids feci from a 
beam tj lc <-tiling; "he did nm touch ihc ground," we ate 
told, " in order Id indicate that the light c«ne from heaven,"* 
.lb, newly born infom» arc stnmgly tabooed ; aocordir gfy 
to Lounge they arc not allowed to touch the earth/ Among 
IIk UtnnUM of Mala bur the In-iHcgmum pn his wedding'll.n 1, 
ia bathed by seven young men and then carried or WMJU 
mi plunk* from (he ha thing-p| nee to the marriage booth ; he 
tnuy not touch (he ground with his feet* With the DyaTus 
oi Lsndat *ml Tajim. two districts of Dutch Iforneo, it Ij. a 
custom Ih.i! for a certain lime after murringi. neither bride 
mu bridegroom may tread on I he earth’ Warriors, agafai, 
wi (he warpath are surrounded, ™ to say, by an atintupbei* 
x.\\y o , hence soine (ndans of North iu4 

-Sit ort I lie i*ifc ground the whole time they were out on a 
vfi.riihe exfiedltbir* In Ijos the hunting of elephants 
gives rise to many taboos : one of them In that the chief 
lumtei may not touch (he earth with hb foot. Accordingly, 
when he alights from his elephant, (he others spread a 
carpet - if leaves for liitn in sirjt upin Gerttuifi wisenem 
recommended tiiat when witches were led to tJte hfock or 
the Hake, they should not be allowed to touch Hie bare 
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S the ,*c or the fin: in this UP. ■ *»* 

SfS -ia toy youth seen divers «Uch« bum** tome t 

XS& It Ilmenon. M * Sch^-ta, a nohfc 

„ m ,„_ bctwccji Amswdt and lltncoau, and w«( of t1l * m 
wmpVthRKd W* beheaded before being burned. Tbiry were 
bid on the earth in the place of cK^hm and behead 
like any other poor sinner; whereat »f they coul 
escaped by touching the earth, not ffl» of them won 

^^tpaUdly mam viftllt > oT wha |*®J 

we may call that mysterious quality wh.ch it jW|?J 
tl > pervade mitred or tabooed persons, ta conceived by the 
priSS* philosopher * * phyafcsl ^ub-ttonce^< 1 * 
which the mered in.m is charged juat as a L^di-n V ■ 
dianred with electricity ; anil exactly us the electricity m - 
jar cun be discharged by contact with a good W&g-j* 
the holiness or magical virtue in the man eati be dischnrg 
and drained army by contact with the eiftb, which W> «u» 
theory serves js art excellent conductor for the magical fluid. 

I fence in order to preserve the charge from running to 
vault, the sacred or tabooed personage must be Care.ully 
prevented from touching the ground . in electrical language 
he most be insulated, if he is not to he emptied of the 
iitecious substance or fluid with which he, as a '■'*' • 15 ** 40 
to Unti bn in, And in many taics apparently tht in suction 
of die tabooed person ia recommended as j preen utiun not 
merely for his own sake but for the take of others; for 
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q |i,cc Uj-c- Virtue Of holies nr taheo h. ™ to «*y. a po^rful 
es^lodivc which the airmllrM touch may .Jclt'iuilo, > L « 
nesetmry i« the i lit crest of the getters I ^fety to k«P » 
within narrow bounds, lot breaking out It *h..uk blast, 
a nd destroy whatever il comes into contact with. 

” 13iu things as well at) persons nte often charged with 
the invstcrious quality of holiness or taboo; l«n« it. tre* 
quendy become* ticcrtMty for similar reason, ft guard them 
i-,o from coming into contact wish the ground, tell 
should in like manna' Ire drained of Ihcir valmbk P r,, P“ t *_ 
and te re'Jiused to mere commonplace material object*, empty 
husks from which the good gram has been ellmtno*«L 1 ho*, 
for example, the most -acred object of the Anm^tnbcin 
Central Australia fe. Of rather wed to be, s 1 *>k ‘ , KrtU 
twenty ItsL high, which is completely smeared wMt human ^ ^ , 
blood crowned with an imitation of a human how!, and Al 
up un the ground where the final initiatory Jimmie* of 
yourii' men am formed. A young gum tree >s chose. o 
form the pole, and it must be cut down and-jTffSSS 
neb 'i l¥ ay (hat it docs not touch the earth till It j* tra-lcd 
in its place on the holy ground. Apparently the ( mk 
represents some famous atvresror of the olden tmic. 

Again, at a great dancing festival edebmU-d by the 
natives of Bank Bay, in British New Guinea. a wtUWW 

t.ee pbya n prominent part. The rice must be **-««. 
that V realty wild md so young that it has never Howctoi 
I r H chosen in the jungle «mle five or six weeks before the 
U u cirok k cleared round Us trunk From that 
time the master oi the ceremonies and tome eight to .^i.ty 
Sr men, who have aided him m dtotffaig the ire. ^ 
dealing the jungle, became strictly holy or laboocd. I > 
tlcep by themselves In a house into which no one else may 
Intrude : they may not wash or drink water, nor e | cl > **' 
it accidentally to touch their liodk* they me forbidden ro 

boiled food and the fruit of mango tree*; they 
U„!v the milk of a young coo>mit which iu been baked, 
ami they may eat certain fn.it* and vegetal.tu. *ueh as paw- 
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ittric* M and sugar^ne, .nil only an cctidilion 

CKffiS w *** of ,hdr !** ,s ltcp ' 

!' ln * S ; (l tlH -ir ^pil-B-boiiK «nd may not be «.«n«d 

tlrefetlval t* Lr. At .be time when 0* ■"" 

/ '. , obr've thtsii rate* of itesiiucnoe, *dh» si* to ten 

bc^in to ate*** “™ J™ d „ the m-vilct of the 

women, member* of * JJ of .^jneatrem. avoiding 

thTwmpftirof the other sex. and nUMiift from 

blSEt the fruit ^ Ihe ^ 

men md women oro the V n^\ ** £S 

The dancing taka place on a jj * 

rvillage which ha, teen erected for «te 
S phifann te about to be wt W, J« 
jtJJw prats and then suck their tod* for the pur^e d 
1 5 rtf aiuv <kad cn/in that mi^ht qhancr La 

jyttrsicung EHr rti -in> , ., rhf _r 

be kri the pwt *** «>** te lri i urcd by lhC ^ f 1 
.Ulfarrn pLb.g down on .t Hwi"E «retelly cstraclo 

Sms poor 7 ou., Vhe men carry them away tenderly «>d set 

theta Tree in the forest or the long gr*^ 

„ ~ On the day before (be festival W« of the fasting men 

hhumvtt down the cliosen mango tree ill the jun,:>e wit i a atone 
**tfe v L r- which li never .toward* put to any other use; an 
., ,, tool may not be used for the purpose, though k ™ 1 **** 
n r «Z common enough in the district, In cutturg down 
Z m.ngo they place nets on the to catch any 

10VC4 or twig* that tidghi fall from the tree a* it is bcin h 
Icll-ti, and they surround tbs trunk with new mats « 
receive the chips which fty out under the *df« «f *J* wg “ d ' 
mart . fur Liu chip* may not drop on the eavili. Once the 
tfr< i. down.it l? tarried to the centre ol the Icmp^ry 
village, the greatest cam being taken to prevent it from 
coming into contact with <he ground ftet w.ien fl « 
brought into the village, the house* am connected with the 
ton of the mango by means of long vine* decorated wdll 
stLmum In the afternoon the fasting men and women 
b^ln to dance, the men bedtoed with gay feathery armlets, 
streamer*, and anklet*. the women Haunting in particoloured 
Ktticoiits and sprig* of erolrni leaves, which wave from their 
waistbands as they dance- The dancing stops at sundown, 
out) when the full moon rise* over the shoulder of the 








, fi’or TO TOUCH THE KAXT/f <) 

eastern hill <f*yr the date of tile festival with to U deter¬ 
mined with rtlcrmiee l>> the time >4 the moon), tw-> chiefs 
mount the gables o<* (w.-> hnufics on the eastern side of the 
square, and, their dusky figures standing alwrply out against * 
the moonlight, pray to the evil spirit* to go away and nut 
to hurt the people- Next morning pig- lire killed ha bring 
scared as slowly a . possible in order that they may squeal 
loud and bn E ; for I he people believe that kite mango trees 
b($r the squealing, and are pleased at the sound, and bear 
plenty of fruit, whereas if they heard no -apical* tlicy would 
bear no fruit However, lire trees have to content them¬ 
selves with the squeal*; the flesh of the pigs is eaten by ilie 
people. I'his ends the festival. 

Next day the mango is taken down from the plat form, *3* ^ 

wr.ipl In new mats, and carried by the fasting men lo their 
sleeping limine, where ii ii hung from the toof Ihil after m».j| rr= 
nil interval, it may lie of many months, llic tree is brought 
frjitli ngnh.. As to the reason for ds reappearance in public 
opinion am. divided ; but some that dir tree itself orders 
the maaler of the ceremonies to brine it forth, appearing to 
hint in htal dreams and saving, * Let me smell the smoking 
fit of pigs. So vriU your pig* be healthy and your crops 
wilt grow.” 13* that a* it tnay, out it comes, conducted by 
the fasting men in their dancing costume ; and with it come 
ill the wlcino procession all the jots, spoons, cups and so 
forth used by the fas tiny men during their period of holiness 
of tjlioo, also all the refuse cl flldr fttxl which has been 
collected for mouth*, and all the fallen leaves .ind cldp^ of 
the mango hi thrir bundles of inata These holy relics are 
curried it* Trent and the mango tree lUelf brings up the rear 
of the procession. While these wad! objects are being 
handed out of the house, the men who ore present rush up, 
wipe off the hallowed dart w ind* ha* accumulated f-u the m, 
ami smear it over their own bodies, no doubt in onki to 
Stc-L-p them selves in thdr blessed influence Thus the t tee 
U carried as l*‘forc to the eenhc of the temporary Village, 
eaxe being again taken not to let it touch I hr ground. Then 
one of the fasting men takes from a batkel •> number of 
young gnxn mangoes^ cuts tin-in in piodei. tintl plact^ then* 
with his own hands in the mouths of his fcllGwv the other 
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f .. tt ho chew Ihc pieces 41 nail and titmluj; round 

( ! n l Z^l V the di«*tan of the *«!.* MH 
J^S- thni "iho sun d»uM «wry tf* mangey bltt 

™*r the whole couhby w* ^ the 

portion of the mango tree ^ t !Cll broken *' 
evening it b burnt .Ion* with the bin dies oM^ch.pj 
«nd refuse of food, which U« been f 

.OMin, Ih. I« i« l*l«» » ‘ rST 

the cereittoniCS and hung over the lrc V ■’ ' till Akl 

btuuul... on. again at intoevul^ and hunted ha by Mb «M g 
- ■ |lc( j whereupon a new mango will be out down a 
^ SoL. The .the. Of the hoty ore o„ -,h 

^adoo arc gathered by the people and p™™td to the 
house of the master of the ceremonies. . 

_. The meaning oi Ihnao cenmradfc* b not ouphuncl b> 

tllc ‘uthoritie. who describe then. , hut wo may «,hectare 

ZSX that they are Mended .= MKm »* •S*** 

lhtr[t) to bear a good crop of fruit, lire c “ n, ' il . 

“ L wh,de ritual is a wild am*W W ** *«* *££ £ 
never flowered: tlvc men who cut it dnivn «*ny 
TitWe, and donee «l tfw featlwl, -ne b*Mdje w. 
nanSoMt pig* are killed f« order that their dying Souris 
Ly move tk mango tree, to bear fruit, at *"J*££* 
ceremony piece, of y««8 

nlrecd in the mouths of the fainting men *nd are b> «*"' 
spurted out towards the Kiting *«" in <,rc1 J r tfaal 
mw carry the fttgnitlils “■ °[ « hc U 

finally when after a longer or shorter 

wholly consumed, its place U supplied by another. AlUh«« 

etrctimsiaiices are explained simply nn ? , 

supposition that the young »W *** Jj Uk ’_' JJSj 
triilsiiir of mun^ gcneniUyi that the t Jinn., w . 
to quicker, it. and that it is preyed, like a 
Sd in England, » a *Wt of ****** fund of hfe 

till the fund being exhausted by the deduction o» thu tree 
it « renewed hy itve importation r>r a fresh young «« from 
tlir. forest. We can therefore understood why, ns a store¬ 
house of vital energy, the tree should be carefully kepi from 

I e ti. «*%*.»* S fliii irtre r < flow* A™ Mw 


I 


M&T TO TOUCH TUB EARTH 


ccmiUci with the ground, kM (he jjcmup and crura: titrated 
cnqryv shun Id cigijm? aral dribbling vttvf into l lie eartli Ik 
dissipated l<> no pur pone. 

To tiiki; other instances of whiit wr tituy call Uie etiti- Snsfft 
MTVSatfoti of ciicigy in tniigk «r rdij{it n by iti»uliting sacred 
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bodies imm the Kftiiind, the natives of New Britain have a *arw 
lecrtt ^cietv callfNi the Duk-duk, the member* of which tcll4lii 
masperach in pettfcdStti of leaves and tall headdress of 
wickerwork shaped Ukc out die extin guNhci*, which detect'd 
tp the dhoultkr* of the wemirt% completelyeoflrralihg their 
faces. Th m disguised they dance about to thi 4iv»r 4 ml 
terror, real nr assumed, of the Women iind un in it hi Ltd, wlu> 
take, or pretend to take, them for spirit.! When Jutis 
;ir«: being initiated into the neerei^ of this rtu^iibi ^-ciely, 

Uie adepts cut do^n some very large and heavy tttutfh 
bom, one for each I rad, and the novices «ty them, 
carefully wrapt up Sue lcftvc% to the sacred gnittndp where 
they arrive very Sired and weary, for they may iiwt IeI the 
lumboo* touch the ground nor the win shine cm them. 
Outside the fence of the er>da*ijre every lad deports hf* 
bamboo on a couple of forked Atfeki and coven it tip with 
nut leaves, 1 Amon^ the Carrier Indians of North-Western 
America* who burned their dead, the ashes uf i chief u?cd 
to be placed in a bos and set on the top of a pole brddc 
hip hut: the box was never allowed to touch the ground. 1 
in the Omaha tribe of North American Indiana the iwcn-d 
clftin shell or "he Elk clan W*a wrapt up from sight fn a 
iitat, placed 00 it stand, and never suffered to come in con¬ 
tact with Hie earth 3 Tlic Chcrukets s:id kindred Indian 
Irii^ of the United States used to have certain sacred boxes 
lip nrkf, tililch they p-pr utir ly took with them ta war. Such 
a holy ark consulted of a square wooden box* which contained 
"ccrutln cnmicc rated vessel* imide by tickled ftiipcrafimiaied 
women., and of *udi various *ntlqtiabeii fnrmi t as wouhl have 
ptn/led Adam ti> have giicn tignificaot nausea to inch* 1 he 
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**i w t Uie «*»* Where stone. w*re plentiful they £ 

2 . *... .> 7 • *< saJTASfiS 

rjKi^r^ *3*5* *«•* s 

“ l J' udl ‘‘ '™J,i“lhe «ar rWeftai" Mid Wl •"" I “ 

with by any. except “ e w * r ™ , Nm vv0Ult , the most 

™»? 3* nmini l,™= «W -d >» 'r B *• 

afk on the leader's red-painted .v.u pole. 1 At $j?'i 
S L" ,. anSl Injii*n liimliai <* fc M* « »'“ h 
m™ fluicUa* wives A square box with * domed top 
inclly « lie Mr. U U 6«d - 
iTcamed <»n men's sbuukfers-amt long 
^ts hang from It nearly to the ground Vv*C -Mm ot 
the box are adorned with the head wd shtnilikw ■» 
female figure and the fourth side with a Mockg 
|tour men bear the ,Kilr,, each earr, mg an nxt n ht» »B»»I 
lund, They dance round, with a swinging * *£ 

to the mJoi drums a„d a pipe The *nuu go* « far 

hour, and is lhoUght If, »V*rt ^ the hit, U » 

sill that the box is brought to bmila fiOin a (feu -ixlj 
miles otf by relay, of me,, who may not «p n» 
b(re on the ground the whole way-* to Gotland when 
water was carried from scred wells h> «ch pcnp'o, hr 
wstcr-vetael might not touch the earth-* In ^me p*. ul 
AL^nleenshire the l«*t hunch of -landing com, whfch fa 
commonly viewed os very sacred, being the last refuge of 
the ajrn-s;,iril retreating before the reaj«», i> w m < - • * 
to touch the ground : the master ot ’’ guesdinan ■’ , < owr|1 
4! jd receive* each handful of com os it is cut on his ap- 
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A : ;.'«ir>. fatrrd food muvy not under certain drtiitnststniv* S-rnni 

III brought into contact with the canli. Sonic of the 
aborigines o{ Victoria used to regard the fat of die ernu iCL W 
aj ^eicd, believing that it had once been the fat of *" tJ i 
the btack man. In taking it from the bird ox giving 
ft to an olher they handled k reverently- Any one who 
threw away she fat or flesh oi the emu waa held accursed. 

H The late Mr Thomas observed on one occasion t ?j Sent* 
irar&Warreert, a remarkable exhibition of die effect# ol thil 
superstition. An ^bori^inriS child—one attending the idioo] 
—having eaten some part of the flesh of a n emu, threw away 
the skin, The akin fell to the ground, and thi* being 
observed by Itb parents, they showed by tkdr gesture every 
token of horror. They looked upon tlieir child a 3 otic 
utterly last. 1 [ L-; desecration of the bird was regarded an a 
sin for which there wan no atonenitfit h 1 Hie Rmimanr/iiu 
of Transylvania better*- Lhat M every fre*h‘harked loaf of 
whcAteu bread is s.acfed t anJ should a piece liimlvejteiitiy 
faJJ to the ground* ft is hnitfly picked up, carefully vrij*rd 
iiitd kt^cd, and if mailed, thrown Into the fire—partly a> an 
offering to liie dead, and partly because ft were j heavy sin 
to throw awny or tread upon any particle of iu m$ At certain 
fcsilwais in Sou thciia tern Borneo the Com! tv Is ich li consumed 
iu the common house may no I touch die ground : hence, & 
little before the fesfivab take pi ace, footbridge* made of 
thin pol^t arc 1:01 mruc ted from the private dwellings to ihe 
common hca^zJ When Hal! w?l\ living with She Llsqulmaux 
and grew fifed of eating walints, otic ni She women brought 
the head ami neck of a reindeer for him fr* cat, Ihfe 
veTsbon hail So lie completely wrap! uji More it was broeight 
into 1 he konst, mid once in the turn*c H could only iuj 
placed on the platform which served as a bcd_ u To have 
phiL-ocl il on the floor or on the platform t* hind tile fire* 
lamp, among the walrus, muak*ox r and polity bear meat 
which occupy a goodly portion of Inth of these pfaccs, would 
have horrirh-d the whole town, js, according to the actual 
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«*dief of the liiiiwli*, not another wnlrtiB cotlld W secured 
thi-* year* and there wemtd hm| trouble in aatdifftg any 
moM*" 1 Bill ill till* caw the real scruple appears to lave 
b«;n felt nol .■*■> much at placing the venison on the ground 
as at bringing it in Id ecu tact with walrus t»eaL J 

Sometime:- magical implements ami remedies are 
siipl>‘%cd to hivj tlirir virtue by contact with the ^ramul, 
Iho voUtile c-rence with which lhey*irc frapm-TiMcd luting 
no doubt Hr.iiucri off ml ■ the earth. Tbits in the Emilia 
district of Outv! inland ihe magical bone, which the native 
aurecncr points at hi* victim us a mean* of killing him, is 
never by any chance allowed to touch the earth,* The 
wives of rajahs in Macassar, a district of soul hem Celebes, 
pride them wives on ihcfr luxuriant tre-ses ami are at great 
paini to oil and preserve them. Should the hair begin tu 
grow thin, the Indy res-irt^ lw many devices :<■ stay the 
ravages nf timej among other things she applies to her 
[■: ■ .1 fat extracted fr mi crocodile# and votiMiiv .i° snake« 

The unguent is hdiitvcd to be very efficacious, bin during it- 
application ihe woman's feet may not come into contact with 
the ground, of all the henolit of the nostrum would be lost.* 
Some jwcple in antiquity believed that a woman in hard 
labour would be delivered if a spear, which had beer 
wrenched from a tn.ms body without touching ihe ground, 
were tlifiiwn over the house where ihr sufferer lay. A yarn, 
acCordlug r.j certain ancient writer-, arrow* which had been 
extracted bum a IkjJjt without coming into contact with the 
earth mil laid under sleepers,acted «is a love-charm. Among 
Ihe pciv-untty of live north-east of Scotland the pi historic 
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wcnjtm* called cells went by the n:iiw of ** tllltm!rttwills 
ami i'll: re coveted B' the aom brirtger-t >)f succv & -, always 
provide*! lime they were not ■Unwed 50 ^ * a *J* firimiid , 1 
In ancient Gatil certain glass or paste beads attained 
great celebrity as amulets under the name of ^erpetUs' 
egg? ; It wai believed that serpents, coiling together hi a *'* '■- 
wriggtlng. writhing mass, generated them from their shiver 
and shot them Into the air from their hissing If a 

man was bold and dexterous enough to catch one of there 
eggs in hi* cloak before it touched the ground, he tndc off 
on^ horseback With It at full speed, pursued by the whole 
pack ttf serpent*, till he was saved by the interposition of a 
river, which the snakes could not pass. The proof of the 
rgg l»'iiig genuine wn* that if it were thrown into a stream 
il w mid tlii.it up against the current, even though h were 
hooped in gold The Hruiib held these beads in high 
catc-m ; According to them, tile precious objects could only 
br obtained on a certain day of the moori, and tlic ptciihar 
virtue that resided in them ivar. to secure success in law 
vnft* and free acce^ to kings. Pliny knew of a Gaulish 
knight who was executed by the etapewr Cl.mdius for 
wearing one of these wnnkU* Under the name of Snake 
Stones (j 'taw «et\b) or Adder StmiW the l*ads arc still 
known in those parts of our own (nullify wrhete the Celtic 
population has lingered, with ii.s immemorial superstitions, 
doivn to the present or recent tlmrs. and the old story of 
the origin of the beads from tin? slaver of wptnto was 
liclicved by the modem iXiisantiy of Cornwall, W ale*, and 
Seel land is by the Druids of Ancient (■all- l» 1 ,irn ‘ 
wall the lime when the serpents united to fashion the lieads 
was eo mi non I y said to be at or about Midiimutirr his c, in 
Wajm it was u? unity thought to f>e spring, e»peels 11y the r-i’6 
of May Day, and even within recent year* ptrsons in the 
Principallt)‘ have affirmed that they witnessed the great 
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Virnul congress of ite unakes imtl ** w t l lc t ,„ l(e in 

2“ •** of thc fro;tl ' Tlir Wckh pcaunfe believe ,h c 
Ix-^rls to possess medicinal virtue* of many sorts B n,i to he 
particularly efficacious for all maladies of the eyes. In Wales 
an.1 Ireland she teach, sometimes «« by the name of the 
**?"!!" D ™ d ' 3 Glw»(«W« iu Z%4 ^nr{ £/*,*, 
ZW/„), Specimens of U,-m may te seen in nmsciims ■ 
haV,; ^ in «ri*i*h terror Thrv- am of 

glass of various colony green, bit*. pink. red. brown, and 
forth, some plam and Some ribbed Some arc streaked with 
brilliant hdti. The tends are ^rfcirated, and in the High- 
lands of Scotland Lte hole is explained by saying that when 
™' r* C i ?*, just teen conflated by the serpents jointly, one 
of the repttes ttek, his toil through the mill vlious g| m 
An hnglj^miau who visited Scotland i„ ,699 found many 
. * lL . !n ^ fh rough out the country They Wcr c 

hung Iroro childrens necks to protect them from whooping 
cough and ,-tter mime,,,. Snake Stones were, moreover a 
ctenn to ensure prosperity in general and to repel 

S;^, Hr* 01, ^ £?*" ,*““*» was not on 

active sm-ucc, the owner kept it h an iron box to etmnl it 
aga f't fk tries, who, a. is well known, cannot abide iron.’ 
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PI fay men l fairs several medicinal plants, which* if they 
Wi-rc to reUiti ihefr healing vittuc. ought not to t*r a I towed 
in touch the earth. 1 The curious medical treadle of 
Marcclfof, .1 native of BorrknLix in tfa<5 fourth ccnUny of our 
era, abounds with prescriptions of thi^ sort; and we tan 
well befievr; the writer ^berr he us that lit: borrowed 

many of his quainl mnedk" frrmj (he lip of couirqgn folk 
cami peasants rather thhn faun I he books uf the learned. 2 
rhu'i he td^ L us thut certain while stones found in the 


stomachs of young swallows assuage the most persistent 
himdachn, ntway? presided that them virtue be not impaired 
by contact with the ground* 1 Another of hi? cures for the 
same malady is a wreath of itcaboue placed on ihe head, 
but ft must not touch the earth 4 On the same condition a 
tjccocflon of the root of elecampane In wine kills worms; a 
fern, found growing on a tree, Edievcs she stomach ache : and 
the patera-bone of a hare is an infallible remedy for Colic, 
provided, ftfsf, it be found tn the dung of a wolf, second, 
that it dees no* touch the ground, mich third* that k is not 
touched by a woman. 1 Another cum for colic is effected by 
certain hocus-pocus with a scrap of woof from t he forth aid 
of a foil bom lamb, if only the tamb, instead of beihg 
.Jhutzd to fall in the ground. lias been caught by baud as It 
dropped frriisi its dam In Andjra, a district of Morocco* 
the pro pin: attribute many may ford virtues Jo iifai-water 
wMd h has faHcfi cut the twenty-seventh djty of April. Old 
Style; accordingly they collect it and use it foe a variety of 
purposes. Mixed with Ur and sprinkled on the .Jour-po*t> 
it prevents snakes and scorpions from entering the house: 
Sprinkled on heaps of ihivshcd com il protects them foam 
tiur evil eye: mixed with an egtf, henna, mid seeds of av^> 
it h an invaluable medicine far sick COW* : poured aver a 
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ptalc. on which a passage of the Koran ha* lx™ written it 
strengthens ihr; memory of schoolboy who drink it; anti 
if yon mix it with enwduog and red earth am! paj nt 
wrth the mixture round Lire trunks ofyo.ir fig-trer - at sun^t 
on Muiwunmer Day, you may depend on it that the trees 
will bear an excellent crop and will not shed their fruit 
untimely on the ground. But in older to preserve these 
remarkable properties it K rtanluirijr essential that n,. 
w.ncr should on no account be allowed to touch the 
gmund ■ »w say too that it .liouid not be exposed to 
the stir, nor bteatkcil upon hy anybody. 1 Again, the Moors 
ascribe great magical efficacy to what they call *' i1 ic 
ftidtan of the oleander “ which is ,1 stalk of oleander with a 
cliifiter of lour pair* of leaves spring! n, : from it. They Hiiul; 
that the magical virtue Is greatest If the stalk ha, been cut 
immediately before midsummer. But when the plant b 
nrugiit into ihe house, the branches may ntd touch the 
ground, )■ -t thr y "ho aid lore their marvellous qualities. 5 In 
tbc olden days, before a Lithuanian or Prussian firmer went 
.nth tu for the first time in spring, he called in ti 

wizard in perform a certain ceremony for the good of the 
crep i lie -age reized a mug of beer with his leetk 
qualfed «he liquor, and then tossed the mug over his head 
1«* signified that the corn In that year should amw taller 
* , * ™ H - ! ^ I!I thc mug might not fall to the g„ ul[1 d. ft 
hail to be caught hy somebody stationed , lE the wi sard's 
lane, for tf u lr!l l ° tUc ;: ™ UimJ lhc coniwtiuntcc arUMratJv 
eud ) 1 * ** that lhC C ° r,> * h ° lTOu!d ** hid <°iv on the 
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rn t I!wT° nd bCre tha1 ,he W» may 
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'i- f1, L,v iSlc Ami by the p.mtiflr <rf rV„- ,-topotocs. 

TJic toilet *■ was l<*oked u[Hm iu a gnd whom the eiinli was 
not worthy to Md, nor the sun to -shine upon" 1 The 
Japanew: would not allow that lit, Mikado should expo*? 
hi-, ‘.acr'jit j^tai n to the open air, and the sun was not 
thought worthy to shine on hU head, 1 The Indians oi 
1 1 ;,n:h;, in South AtiieHcn, "kept those who ivcre to he 
futi'i, nr ctininiintlo-’ whether tartn or women, locked up 
tor KT-cral years when they were children, some of them 
«'■>=« an,! this s<> dose that they were not to sec the 

sun, tor if thry slicidd Happen to see it they forfeited their 
eating ecru in w.rts of food appointed; and those 
wlta were their keepers at certain times went imo their re¬ 
treat or prison and scourged them severely “ f Thus, tor 
example, the lirir to the throne or llogota* who was not 
the son but the sister's son of the king, had to undergo a 
rigor,-it' Induing from his im.mry: he lived in complete 
icthrincTil inn temple, where In- rn|; ht not :er the sun nor 
cat ? ill nor converse with a woman: he w.,s surronmlcd by 
guard* who iibscircd his conduct and noted all his actions: 
tf he broke a stogie one of the mics laid down tot him. he 
u,« deemed htfamans ami forfeited ail lib rights to the 
throne. 1 So, too, tho heir to the kingdom of Sogumuso, 
before succeeding to the crown, had to fast tor seven years 
in the temple, being shut up in the dark and no: allowed to 
M-e tht sun or light. 4 The prince who was to become Inca 
of Peru hud to fast tor n month without seeing light'' Qrt 
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Ibij dsy when a, Brahman tfiidcnt of the Vela took a Lath 
tu sfiftiiiy shat the flint c.r hk studentship was at an ciijJ. lie 
cjitcre«| A CD’SiMthrd before smuise, hung over the door a skin 
iviiu tint fiafr inside, and sal there: on t1i.il day the % u » 
ahuultl not difnc upon him. 1 

imaiM Agttl '“' VTO “ UfD childbirth and their offspring ere 
„. m^rr ur tea Litawd all Hie sverid ovtr; lienee in ( W s \\ ht * 

W* th,J *»f Timidly excluded'from built mother afK | 
cluhl for .1 period 01 in cnty-oueor i hundred days, aceortfftnr 
«o then rank, after tJ„ birth ha, taken p] 3 c t * A m 

" lllL ‘ in ^ ,JT> tllc North-west coast of Netv Guinea a 
woman may nnt i M vte the 1 . 0 use far mouth. after childbirth 
When she >k T F 0Ul,3hE mm CoveT llef bead with a h w J 
" ; f,at J f ° r L tf thK »" ««» “ shine upon her. it i* thought 
Ihm <m e of her mate relations would d| fc * Again, mourners «c 
xwerjwlttre fab**.; accordingly in mourning the Ainas of Japan 

Zr ET, " ! h,t * C "“V ^ i 

nr head* Daring a solemn fa* v f ihrec day, the Indian, 

T I R r " tl[ 5EXAk a * « r^fhfe. l[ R 1 u IltJ 

2£S2S r y *£?* * “V i* «rt during the 
S thcv c^efufly cover ikemsclvia from the light of thewm 
bebevfog that exposure to the sun’s rays wotilcf > um theft 

2S r °" v * ?■*< » 1* ha. Jmmv j„ ” 

JtSfc ££■.*“ "““"I 1 * 1 '» •* - ms*-*. Shy 

people learn muy su tiling, and know-what is to happen 

S’ ,HC Wm, " g r" Aa H P”**™** for thi, ptorf^ge 
£"* ^ccrcle Lhyjfes tor three days previously in* da* 
«lbr. « as (c be slim out altogether from the light of 
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r(_ tlsfiEfni fciI n* 1 it nr- early flour rij f3 l^t pircctling 

in riming to v me pfatc, worth as a hayloft, 

they bury them^he* in tl^ | my t I hat they may 
neither see nor hear any living creature; gild here they 
fema.iti, hi -i I nice aud fastings until after anndown [ whilst 
there aie th*?ur who think it .-.uj lie [cut If they rigidly abstain 
frnm U *.tl on the day hcibrt wtnracnd^ their wanderings. 

I hum.; tEiia period nf probation 11 man might not to h?c fur, 
hui diouhl this have hapjHtftcd, lie must strike a light with 
titnt find *tcd f whereby the evil that would otherwise liave 
enutred will be obviated* 1 During the sixteen days that a 
Pima Indian is Undergoing purification foi killing itu Apache 
tie may not see * blaring fire 3 

Aomwhifln pedants tel! of a handsome prince called Tb* 
Sunless, who would die if he mw the sum 5o he lived in an 
UndergTtnmi;l [lilacs.- on the she of the ancient Ociiiadae, but 
at nij^hi he came Ibrth and cros^d the river to visit a (unions 
enchant rc*s who dwelt in a canlt: on the further bank. She 
was fo-th to part with him every night long before the s«d 
was sip, anil ns ho turned a leaf ear lo all her entreaties to 
Ifnprr. she hit upon ihc device of culling the throats of nil 
the cocks in lhe neighborhood So the prince* whose ear 
had learned to expect the shrill clarion of the birds w die 
signal of the growing light landed Ion long, ami hardly had 
he icached the ford when the mn ro:c over the AetoUati 
mountain a. and list fatal beams fell cm him before he could 
regain Ids dark abode.* 
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CHAPTER f] 

f!SF SECLtfsiOJf OF CURLS AT FUBERTV 


§ I , Stiitifum of Girts at Fn(>rrty in Afrim 

^ OW **, “ rcT,i;ir ^bIe that the foregoing two rules—not to 
GwJn touch the ground and nut to sec the sun-—are observed eiLhcr 
£££*. S ! R / a,dy ,f 1'/ Kirk at puberty in many parts 

a «c i m . - 'if thr vofftt Tlmv amongst the negroes of Lonrigo !. irl-- a 
"* i^^rty are confined in separate hut-, and they may not touch 
tile ground with any part uf their bare body,* Adunw 
thr Zulus and kindred trills Q ( South Africa, whoa the first 
signs of puliert)- shew themselves "while a girl is walking, 
gathering wood, or working in the field, she runs to the river 
ami hide, herself among the reeds for the day, so a* mrt to 
be mtn by men. She covers her head carefully with her 
blanket that the sun may not shine on it and dirivej her up 
tiiii. -i withered skeleton, as would result f«, (n exwmn to 
the still's beauts. After dark she return* to her \ v , me , in d 
tv reduderi in a hut for some time/ During her ^elusion 
wind, lasts for about a fortnight, neither she nor the <Hris 
wh & wu,r npo,, her may drink any miJJc.lesf the cattle should 
l * A * should she be overtaken by the first How while 
she h in ,h E fields. ^ must, after hiding in the bush, 
scrupulously avoid all pathways in returning home* A 
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reason for this rvpJiJ4Iwt in ^-.igael by the A-K.iirvb.-i of-,,:. 
Hrttlnh JMfli Africa, tvhoac girLv ii ruler simiUr circumitancc*' ff.ff * Jt 
utacrv* ihe cattle rule, '* A girl'* 6r*f tnetistruatbn n q r; 
my critical period of her lire aecfvdbtg lu A-lCamha bdfcfk dVt:,llllfCL 
If tbit Cnrulitkin apples when she away from the village, 

*ay .11 work in die fields, she returns -i! oho; tin her village, 
but is careful lea walk through liar, gras* and not on n path, 
f i if die followed Li pill* and a granger accidentally irocl 
on -i h[*)[ of MouJ and then cohabited with n memU-r of the 
opposite v-x before the grfrl wus better again, it b belie cut 
that she would never bear a child" She remain* at home 
till die symptom* have ceased, and during this tunc she may 
tie fed by none but her mother When the flux is over, her 
father and mother arc bound to Cohabit with each otter, cUe 
it is believed that the girl would be barrrn nil her life, 1 
Similarly, among the Bagambi, when a girl mciistnuncd for ^ aw.-.* 
the fir^i time a he was secluded and not allowed to handle 
fond - and al the end nf her sedition the kinsman with an=-Tnc(tw 
whom she was staying for among die Ikignncb young people ^ 1IlL " 
did not reside with their parents} was obliged to jump over 
hi* wife, which with the Bagandn U regarded a* equivalent 
to hiving intercourse with her. Should the girl happen to 
be living near her parents at ihc moment when she attained 
to puberty, she was expiated on her recovery to inform 
them of the feet, whereupon her father jumped over her 
mother. Wert this custom omitted, the li&ganda, like the 
A-Kambu, thought tiiut the girl would never have ehildren 
or that they would die in Infancy. 1 Thus the pretence <d 
sexual isiiercourse between the parent* or other relatives of 
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thrpt\ was o magical oennunny to ciminr her (cniUty. ft 
* ^ ml,L jnl , lhn / amoi, £ i^BUgandi the firvt menstruation 

rtjfr 2 ^ fl a " d th '’ trirl WW Sicken W f a8 

H-ese terms so applied jmlnl to a belief like that 
of the ^n,,^ that a girl s fir,t me,,stration remit, f roi31 

«^?7 ° r * hoAt ° rnerUl ^«mI that the 

worn** thus inflicted u repeated after wards every month by 

the same ghostly ege,^ For a Uke reason, probably, the 
Hnganda imagine (hat a wom 0 „ wlm docs not menstruate 

E™*i?2r ° rt e ari1 ^ «* make, them 

. ' r «» '^m. IVrr not being ho** 

1 > a sjurii, Imw car, *he fertilize the garden ? 
j 11C Anwmbwe, Wmamwjtngs, Alungt^ and 

££* g" **“ “ f 1U * Pbteau to the treat SfiX 

u-.ima *< 'togafAiKa. when a young gkl Imowa that she lias attained 
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•*"■”" ^,K . I 6 *■'*'* " OT ,hc rf “»61 coverim, her fa„ 

»ith a doll, n„J raping Wtlrri To „ rds ; 

* •*»«««»—1». r„ .lirrctn* rf e r,. raol ””j 

hr,, placet a cooking-pot by the 
“T'T?- 1" 11 b “ ,,, “ cone Actio,i of HSLErtZ 

ill, Which ,he a,Mint, tilt neophyte At oighiljitl the riri 

; 0,1 «“ »W WWW» hack to tar mote£? 
Who,, the enetomary patatl „( , n few „ |la ™““ ^ 

« a towed to «* again, dtee fa, .hUeLhhti 

■he hut »..t, by the folio™,,, .rath, the JgKSSE 

L "Wputy her whenever 
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young r Sri u i the elebmntiiry facta of iffc, th* dutfci. uf 
mamu£c p iinil l he tulc* of £rcn i dilec^mm, am\ ho^pitDiiLy 
to be observed Li) 1 £ married woman Amongst other things 
ilici darned mint sulmul to a of tests such ns t taping' 

m et leriets, thnistaug her htad Inio a collar made of thorns, 

5tiui so eta. Tins lesson* which »he receives fine ill mini led 
I 17 mud fi^urai of animals and of the common object of 
tjaui&rtic life. Mtnwer, the directs of studies cm* 
bcllftic* the walls of the hut with rude pictures cadi with 
li^nihcartce an^J son^, which must be understood 
and lei rued by the girl 1 In the foregoing account the 
rule ih. 1 t a damsel at puberty may neither see the hiij nor 
touch the ground seems implied by the statement that 
<W the first discovery or her condition she hid.- a fo iotig 
grass and is carried home after sunset on the back of an 
old wom art. 

Among the Nyanja-spcii king tribes of Central Angphl- Strfu.™ 
hm.i, in JJritiih Central Africa, when a young . ; £r] JjnUs ihm 
■she tiriTi become * woman, she standi silent by Use pathway E^.”Vn» 
Jouitng to the village, her face wrapt in her calico. An old 
worn no, finding her there, takes her oiT to a stream to bathe . r **W Y»i 
after that the girl is secluded for six days in the old woman's Atr "* 
hut. She eats her porridge otit of an old basket and her 
relish. 111 which tut salt is put, from a potsherd, The basket 
ts afterwards thrown away. On the seventh day the aged 
matrons gaihct together, go with the girl to a abeam, and 
throw her into the water. Jn returning they sing sang*, and 
the old woman, who tltrocis the proceedings, carries the 
man ten on her Kiel. Then they spread u mm and fetch 
her husband and set the two down on the mat and dmvt 
his head. When ft b dark, the cid women Cwtort the girl to 
her husband^ but There the itdizuv rcfiih is cooking on the 
fire. During the night the woiitan rises and put* tome salt 
in the poL Next morning, before down, white all is dark 
Sind the villager* hate not yet opened thrir <locir>„ the young 
man fori woman goes off and gives tome of the relish to her 
mother and to the old woman who wa*. mistress of the 
ceremony. This relish she seta duwtt at the doom of their 

* ti CuuLUtalJ wl 11. Shunt, Tkf final Ftdem * y~t±rrm 
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houses a,ill go® nvvuy. And fii the mining, u-hrii jhr Sl]n 
risen "'<> *« is f » the village. the fun uumoi r jpct , 

lhe*r doAfa, and there lltey find the relish with the salt in it; 
an I if icy take <*f it mid rub it tin ihclr ft^-L and under their 
arm-pit*; and if there are liitk children in the house, they 
cat 01 it, Ami if the young wife has a kinsman who is 

Ui>m tht vijLl ^. of die vetish is put on a splinter 
of bamboo and kept against Jib return, that when he comes 
is. too, may mb Jib feet with it. Hut if the woman find* 
that her husband b lmjwte.it. she dues rot rise betimes and 

gt > ■ >ltt m lllc *" «*y the relish at the doors or T*r 

mother and the old woman. And in the morning, when Uic 

sun is up and all the village ri light, the old women open 

their doors, and see no relish then.-, and they know whai EL 

happened, and *? they go wiiily to work. For they penmude 

the husband to consult the diviner that he may discover how 

to cure Big impotence ; and while he U closeted with the 

w^arr. they fetch another man. who finishes the ceremony 

With tile young Wife, in order that the relbh may be « iv(r „ 

out and that people may rub thcfr feet with ft ' Knt if if 

tnppetm that when i girl comes to maturity she b not yet 

. .Jj' * ny ^rcfcirc has no husband logo 

Aml tVi Tr ^ She * nust *0 h lover Instead 

Ami tins is U,c custom which they cult m**™*?, Su j„ tbc 

evening she talco her cooking poL and relish and hie* away 
to the quarters of the young bachelors, and they very dvlllv 
>h*p *™wh«a else tbvt night. And in the th ' c 

gtrl goes back to the luJta hut, 1 b 

. .. I<ra " , fanning account ft appears that among these- 

sts t ^ garr^r wT 1 ,u *»» 

“*£? l " d 1 re ^ 1Jire(J to tJhc proof of her newly 

SC* p0 ™. b> ' '**?'%*. * ith * «'™t whether bur 

UHb.,nd or another And the abstinence from »U during 

" ’* *“ ““ m ° re «»«**«« *»„« »' 

I*““ al “=l“*■««-mil fa-* particular 
fr^T* Whi I lC W C cviltent, y attach very gre4t 

impotent the » evrm compelled, apparently, to Lund 

Ilni&SSfS! S5& *» *•*" - a**. 
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wlftiltety in mdct that the halted relish may be given out a*. 
UHitiS In thh connexion it deserve# to be noted Mist aiming 
the U.igogo nfiicrman Hast Africa women at ihdr monthly 
periods may ilot id ce p with therr h mi bands and msiy nut put 
vjJt iii uxkij A dmibrr rato is observed by ihc N yai da-spcit k- 
ing triluraof Central AngoniJand, with whose puberty customs 
wn arc here concerned. Among them, we are told. “ tome 
3ii]H ;Mirjrjrr cxi^ with?I7£aril to the use of sail. A woman 
during her monthly Sickness mint on no account put sail 
Into any food ahe is cookings le>r >;3ic give Iter bus bund nr 
children a disease called ixtmf# {cfritxQkv sck&\ but caIL. a 
child to put it tn t or H as the song goes, ■ A afira ma/itr* «i 
rWdfr fiii/uttw n'AtifivuAi tuuwmt' rind pours in Lbc salt by 
[ikidng it on her knee, because there Is no child handy. 
Should a party of villagers have gone to make salt, all scJSUiii 
intcrcomsc is for hidden .rnionfc the people of the village, 
until the people who hwe gone to make the salt (from grass} 
re ham. When they do come back. they tmj&t make their 
■mriy into The vihii^c at night* and no otic mmt see them. 
Then otte of the elders of the village ?Iecp$ with Ute wl(^ 
Slit then cook* some relish, in so which *hc put* snnie of the 
salL 1 his relish is huuded round to the people who went 
to make the salt, who rub it on their feet and under ihdr 
armpits, 1 ■ lionet it would seem Unit in iJur mind uf the^e 
people altitfoenfle from ia[t is somcjpm' sbodfitfed with the 
fdta of chastity The tame asin dadon meet* ti\ Sn she 
custom* of many people* in various jiarts of the world For 
example; ancient Hindoo ritual pn^cribcd that for three 
nights alter a husband had brought his bcfefc home, the two 
NhuuJd jkcp on tike ground, letnuiu dmltr, and cat vtrv sdk 1 
Adttny the Ihgamb, when a man tiaa making a nct f hr h™d 
to refrain from rating sttJt anti meat and from living with 
hi* wife ; thesr rat riel ion a he ob served until the net *ook ils 
first catch of fwh. Similarly, 10 long as a fidimnans nets 
or imp* were in the water, he imm live apart fmm h * wife, 
and ridtbcr he nor *he nor their children might eat salt ut 


' Lct. IL Calf, * T Nwrt CKI lb 
WacTi itJ Urmnii t’mf Afrir=, H 
fyprwf *t tk t -f/ fwaimt*, 

MLlS. JC*> E/ 

1 tL adlbcruuul i/. nir. 


* r ft/ UrjAt’M W/PVJ, TrAfUbned V>> 

IL OMmktrc. I dll 1. p, 557, I'm iL 
r* **7 ^ 4# tpk 

XU!,, tiLl, 




SteSriSltHJ 

{XttMty 

HUMlll| (k 

min 

pJromLiik 

N>f m. 

***& ™ ilb# 


SSCHJSfOiV 0/' GfJttS AT TUBE TTY e a , lr 

"Jf 1 ' Kv [ (lrnrj; of the «inc Wlrt cool,I le ntuliinlft'd,’ hnr 
without iimij; into it Mrllkir wc may vtv ilia? for , onw 

S ° r . lt * *» ■*»■) tfcreftie forbid* 

I hU L ^ * MmJ . JmetU fn A variety of in 

,, „ ’ h Jl*?™; ™ m "** or deritwbJ* As that 

Ml,;, "r ^ ° f h« mttumtfy pro . 

Si *• 3 tu * tMncn * nd &* * It* mottSily 

Lak^V ■ *** A :' ,ll,tfomI ^ 3 tribe at the northern end of 
„j r j rnu^k?' i, J ™ le tEl ; 1 a ^ et ^ monsmiatbn a 

_ ep apjtrt, With a few coropftnions ofhEr own 

S, t V ' mia * The **» « covert with d ,, 

rXd“ thl V r 1,111 T L* ma/ lK “* ,n tbr ' hoU ^ »Wcfl i* 
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f a 4 iwcnfjar kind of mttfe After that ili 
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a sucujstaw of arsis m afsica r9 

Ihe girl during her sechtsfan mny viiit her home only by 
ij a fc;tr, not so much lest she.should be seen by men, 

»* that she might he seen by the sun. Among the Wafiemf, 

*- we have just Teamed, the young woman in sijnilnr ciretiin¬ 
stances is even free to dance with men, provided always ili.n 
the dance if danced at night, Tile ceremonies among tlie 
Barotsu or Mi cut sc air somewhat more elaborate for a gnlor 
the royal family, She*i* shut tip for three month* in« plaoc 
which is kepi secret from the public; only theuoinen ui her 
family know where it is. .There she sits alone in tht ifaik- 
iiess of the hut. waited on by female slaves, who are strictly 
forbidden to sjfiak and may turrwmmicalc with Iter -util with 
each othfir only by sigtw. During ail this lime, though die 
does nothing, she eats much, unit when at lust she comes forth, 
her appearance is quite changed, *u fat has die grown. She 
is then [ed liy night to tin: river and (.rallied iii prcscnc..' of 
all the wurmn of the village. Neal day she flaunts before 
the public in her gayest attire. Let head bedecked with 
orwnmrritT and ltcr face mot I led ulth red paint So every¬ 
body knows what has happened 1 

Among the northern dun'-, of the Thong* tribe, fn ifodimoa 
SdiiLh-H^tcn! Africa, about Ddagoa Hay. when a girl 

ilial die time of her nubility b near, she dittoo?* mm}*** 
an ojtluptlvc mother, jj^riiap? In a neigh bullring village. 

When the symptoms appear* «ihe Ufa* away from her own ^F- 
villugc and repair <■ n> that of her adopted mother 11 to ucep 
near her;* After that rIii- b v-cluded with several <dher girls 
in die condiriun fur a month. They arc *l\m up in a 

hul; and whenever Ihry eotnc outside they mutt w*rar a diriy 
Kitaay doth ont theft free* a* a veil. Every morning rbe-y 
are led to a pod and plunged in die water up to their iiccks* 

I nil Lit etl giil a or women aisoinpBny them, singing obscene 
Htngsi and driving away wish sticks any min wlih meet* theta \ 
fin no man may w a girl tSuriifg ihh time of acdurioa If 
he her, it iv *iid Ihat he would he diwk Mind. On 
ihdr return (tom the river, iht girts are agnln iifrprisor?ed 
in tin: liul, i farre they remain Wet and shivering, for they 
may tmf go near the fire to warm them selves* During 
their Orion they Ikttn to lascivious song-* nung by 

1 fv liT ftutiM ioul Fwiitainm. Igojl, j> | |j_ 
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grown women and are instructed in sexual m-ritcr* Al 
lire cad of the month flic adoptive mother Wings lire 
girt homo to lioi true mother JUld (iRlatH her with a p.d 
of beer,* 

Among the Caflrfr tribes of South Africa the parity I of n 
girl's seelusioti at puberty varies with the rank of her father, 

.. llj * IF he fe a rich it may last twelve days j ifhcii.i chid. 

It tf»y last twenty-four days. 1 A nth when it is over, iht girl 

rtiha herself over u'ilh red earth, ami sirews finely powdered 
red earth on the ground, before she leaves the hiii where she 
hi * l*wr» shut up. Finally, thnugh *Jw wa» forbidden to Wink 
mith all the d un ■ f iter - : epiUHiien,*he v, ashes nut her mouth 
with milk, and is from that moment regarded «m full-grown 
woman.' Afterwards, in the dusk of the evening, (be carries 
away all lire ■ ihjcelv with which she came into contact in live 
hut during her scvhviiiiti .tnd buries them seemly in a 
sequotcrwl spot* When the girl ,* a chiefs da tighter the 
Ceremonies at her lib-ration irom the hut are more eta|yjrate 
than tuuitl She i. led forth frntn the hill by u toil of her 
father’s cfiundllarT, who, wearing the wing)* of n blue franc, the 
bulge of bravery, on lus head, escorts her to tire cal lie kraal, 
where eowi are slaughtered and dancing takes place. Large 
shin* lull nf milk arc sent to the spot from Hciglibunim^ 
rilUgcs; and after the dances arc over tire girl drink* milk 
for the first time since the day she entered into retreat Hut 
the first mouthful h drunk by the glifs aim! or other IcmaJi 
relative who luul charge of her during her seclusion , still a 
little of it is poured on the fire-place.* Amongst tine Zulus, 
when the girt was a princess my.iL, the end of her time tif 
separation was celebrated by n sort of saturnalia: law ami 
order were for the time being in abeyance ‘ ever} nuiti, 
woman, and child might appropriate any article nf property: 
the king abstained from interfering; and if during Ud- reign 
of misrule he was nobbed of anything he valued he could only 
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it cover ii by payltsg 4 fiim 1 Among the Ifosulo*, when girls 
it puberty are bathed as usual by ibe matrons hi a fiver, 
they arc hidden separately In the turns unit bends of liic 
stream, and t<?Jd to cover thdr beads, a* they will tie visited 
by a large serpent. Their limbs arc tilth plajitcred wit Si clay, 
link- masks nf itraw arc put on tlteir faces, and thus arrayed 
iSiey daily follow each other in procession, singing' mdwicholy 
urn., la tlir fidda, tbrre*h* leam the Ubotfrs of husbandry in 
which a gre^i fjsart of their ad nit life will Lie parsed. 2 We 
m*iy suppou?, though we at«' not U>]d. r that the stmw omsks 
which they wear in tprote^dmw are mteuJed to bide 
their faces from the gnjr- of men ami the ray5 of ihe sun* 

Among the tribe* In the lower valley of the Coxig6 p sud> as 5 jrM“* 
ihc RavUt, wtum a gErUrrive* at puberty, she Hsls to pus* two 
or three inonths in sectarian in n *ma1l hut built for the pur- ^ 
pose, The hair of her liead is ihaved off, Btfcd every day the 
whole of her tody i* smeared with a red paint fjukutfa} made 
fmr:i a powdered wood mixed with water- Some of her 
compantmis reside in the hut with her and Jiifcpafe the palm 
for her use- A woman t* appointed lo lake charge of the 
hut iind to koepr off imrtid^ At the end of her Confine* 
mvnt die is taken to water by the women of her family and 
bathed; the prim is nibbed off her liody, her arm* and Ir^i 
arc loaded wish brass rin^s..and she is led in uaktrni prueesslmi 
under an umbrella 1o her husbatidV bou&c. If these oeie- 
liionies were run performed, the people I relieve thaE thr gif 1 
would be barren or would give hirtb to monsters, ilnif the 
rain would cease to fail, the earth to bear fruit, and ihcftfhtfig 
lu lie successful , l Such serious (Tnfrcrtonec do thc^e -uvages 
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ascribe to the perfttrmimer ij i itej which tu us K L <;n* sc 
childish. 
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In New Ireland girb ore confined for four Ot five years 
in small cage*, being kept in the dark and not allows! to 
kI foci on the grenuui The custom has been, thus described 
by an eyewitness, " i heard from .t teacher ak.nt ■wnu: 
strange custom eon reeled with some of the yoting girls here, 
so J naked the dvkf io take me to the house where thiy 
werr, The house Wai about twenty-live fret in length, ami 
ttothi in a teed and bambou enclosure, across the entrance 
to wh ich -» tun idle of dried grass was suspended to show that 
it was strictly ‘ ftiAv,' Inside the house wen: three conical 
structure* about sewn or eight fee: in height, and about ten 
■ ir twelve feet in ciiniinference at the bottom, and for about 
four feet from ihr. ground, at which point they tapered off 
to a point at the lop, There Cages were made of the btoad 
^ die pu ltd anus* tree, sewn quite close together so 
Lltiat tin light and little or no air could enter. On one side 
ol era'll it .in opening which la dosed by a double door of 
pl titcd cocoa-nut tree and pandanus-tree leaver. About 
tJlro - f«t from the ground there is ,t stage of butnbow whfoh 
forms the floor. In each of these cages we were told there 
was a young woman confined, each of whore luid to remain 
for at least four or five years, without ever being allowed 
to go outride the house. I could scarcely credit the story 

when I heard it; the whole thin- wemed t*. horrible to lie 
true. 1 spoke to the chief, and told him that I wished ^ 
sj^: rlie inside of the ca^es, and alsr, u> the ,;irls that I 
rnisihi make them a present of a few bc.uk Me told me 
that it was ‘ l>tbuf forbidden for any men but their own rela¬ 
tions to look at them; hut J siipjXMc the promised bead., 
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aclr.l as an hi discern™ tt, imd be sdsL liwuy for mme old 
I-Lsjy who kid charge, and who aJocre Is allowed to open the 
• 1 Whip: we wr;re uniting we could L^ cj-e the girls talk¬ 

ing to the chief in a querulous way as if objecting to some* 
thing or expressing their fears, flie old woman came at 
length and certainty she did not seem a very pleasant jailor 
or guardian ; nor did she v.an tu favour the aequcit of ihc 
chief to pjjnw us to *w<* the jtirb, it> the regarded tia with 
anything but plotfiuit looks. However, die had to undo she 
fhior when the thief told her to do to, ami itei* rhe girh peeped 
out at m> snub when (old to do so, they hold *>ut ilieir hands 
f r the beduht* I. howwer, purposely sat at .omr. distance an ay 
and qicrdy held oui the beads lo ihetn, as 1 wished to draw 
them rjjuilr out'JilG, that I might the inside of the cages* 

This desire of mine gave me to another difficulty, .u these 
girls were nut attuned to put their feet to the ground all the 
time they were confined In these placet However, *hey 

wished Ui get the beads, and so the old lady had to go out¬ 
ride flmd coilea a lot of pistes of wood and bamboo, which 
she placed On the ground, am I tluen fttjJttg to one of the girls, 
she helped her down and held her hand as dte stepped fmm 
one pteec of wood to aiuukcr until site came near enough tu 
get the beads J held nut to her, I then went to inspect the 
inskle of the cajjt nut of which *h c had enrne. but could 
scarcely pul my head iitsuie of it t tbf. atmosphere so hot 
and stilling. It was dean and contained nothing but a for 
thrift lengths nf bambtpo for bedding water* There was only 
room fnr the girl to sit or Me down in j crouched position 
on the bamboo pint form, and when the doors ar& -dint it mtfrt 
Lie nearly or quite dark inside, The girt* nre never allowed 
to come out except Once a iky tn bathe in r dhb or wooden 
howl placed close to each cage* They say that rhey per¬ 
spire profusely* They -we placed in ihi -e stifling cages 
when quite young, anil mu^t remain there until they are 
young women, when they arc taken out and have each a 
grtrai marriage feast provided for ihnn One of them was 
alxrut fourteen or fifteen years old, nnd the chief told u* 
that she had been The re for foe year*;, hut Mould soon lie 
taken out now. llie other two werr about eight and ten 
years old, and they have to Stay there far several years 
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^ b.»n* huger * 1 A more rc^m observe* teas dfiscrifcitd I he custom a a 

nt itlrSi i! - t E _ , ,^ hWlt4 j on ihs w f-j.'tn e -jul of Xru IrrlancL lie sfiyy ■ 

EwSf * A #«# it the pmc of A little faOUtt; not large! than *P 

Er,,k!fctV ordinaryfafl-wp. So whEch a little girl Is shut up,-satnclinits 
for weeks only* and at other times for mem hi p « Briefly 
stated, the custom h thk. Gfris* on Attaining puberty or 
betrothal, are endued in one of these little eoOps for a 
considerable time, They must remain there night amt daj% 
We saw two of these girts in two r-sop* . !hs ; ;irh wcie not 
more than ten years old, still they were lying in a doubled-up 
position* as their litlle house* would nr t admit uF them lying 
in any other way. These two ttk^w were inside a, targe 
house i hut the chief, in consideration of a present of a 
couple of tomahawks, ordered ihe ends to Ik lorn out of 
the house to admit the light, so that we might photograph 
the hmk. The occupant was allowed to put her fouc thmugh 
an opening \o Ik photographed, in consideration nf another 
present/ 12 Asa conscip^iiec of I heir long enforced id Sene^s 
in the shade the girls grow fat and (heir dusky compkxkm 
bleaches 10 u more pallid hue. Both thdr empujence and 
their pallor are regarded as beauties, 1 
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Tn Katadl, a district of Btfllub New Guinea, "daughter* 
of chiefs, when they are about twelve or thirteen year* of age, 
are kept indoors for two or three yeans, never being allowed, 
under any pretence, to descend From the house, and the hotise 
U so shaded that the still cannot shine on them.”' Among 
the YaUitn and Bukatnt, two neighbouring anrj kindred tribes 
on the coast of Germ (lit New Guinea, a girl at puberty U 
secluded for some live o^six weeks in an inner part of the 
house ; but she may not lit on the floor, test tier imclomifw 
should cleave to it, so a tog of wood is placed for her tosquot 
on. Moreover, she may not touch the ground with her feet; 
henor if she is obliged to tjuil the house for a short lime, she 
is mu Hied up M mils and walks on two halves of a coco* 
nut shell, which are fastened like nddrts to her feet by 
creeping plants. Uuriiu; her seclusion ?hc is in charge nf 
her aunt* or oilier female relatives. At the end af the time 
-the bather;, tier person i, loaded with ornaments. her face is 
graTwpiely painted with red stripes on a white ground, and 
thus plumed she is brought forth In public to l>e admired 
by everybody. She h now marriageable.' Among the Ot 
|i;mrum of Borneo girl- at tlic age of eight or ten years are 
shut up in ^ little roam or cell of the house, ard cut off 
from all in! mourn with the world for a long time. The 
cdl, like the res! uf the house, is raised an piles above the 
ground, and is lit by a single small window opening on a 
lonely place, so that the girl i* in almost toUl darkness. 
Sh« may not leave ihn room on any pretext whatever, not 
even for the most mjccs-iary s. Nunc of her family 

may see her all the time die is nhul up, but a single slave 
woman is appointed t< wail on her, liuritig her lonely con* 
fine me nt, which <fleii lasts seven years, the girl occupies 
he rad f in weaving mall or wish other handiwork- Her 
bodily growth is stunted by the foiig want of exercise, and 
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when, on .itmiming womanhood, dus U hrauylu nut. her torn* 
|ilexir>n is pale #ud wa^-likt She I* nmv thew'u the ntn, 
the earth, the wafer, ihe trre>. ami the flowers, a* if fihu were 
newt)* l»m, Then a great feast is m.ufc, a slave is hilled, 
Swirmt-ii and the girl U smeared with lib blood. 1 In Ceram girls at 
° f - rri * *' puberty went formerly shut up by themselves in a but which 
Oai tad tv.LS kept dark. 1 In Yap. otw of the Can din • Islands, 
hrmld a girl be overtaken by her first menstruation on the 
public mu!, sin? mi/ not sit down on the earth, hut must 
beg for a eoco*miT slid! to put under her. iihe is shut up 
for Mvrml days in a hut nt ■’ distance fojtn her parents 

house, and afterwards she is bound to sleep tor a hunched 
day* in otu" of iiit ipcdal bouses which arc provided for the 
use of mEfistruofP women,* 


§ 3. Srrixsr&rf of Girls al Px&rrty m tht Torrid S{writs 
Islands and Nvrthgm Australia 


ftTivaim In the iersand of Mabutagv Torres Strait^ when the 
!*£^7 b puberty appear on a pH a circle of bushes is made in a 
kiBbuijif, dark corner of ihe house. Here, decked with shoulder-belts, 
armfcls, legists just below the knees, and anklets, wearing .1 
chaplet on her hand, and ihdl ornament in her curs, on her 
chest, and on her back, she s-qunLi in ihe midst of ilic buirfir* 
which fire piled so high round about her ihaL only her head 
is visible. In tills- fitnic of -iediiskin she must remain for 
three months. All ihh time the son mu y not diiiie upon 
tier, hui night she h allowed tu sffp uiit of the- hut. .on! 
tho hushes ! ! 1 .l£ hedge her hi arc then changed. Shu may 
no* fecit hersidtr or bundle fc-mJ, but is fed by one or two old 
women, her maternal aunts who Arc especially appointed to 
look ;ificr lirr. One of theit women uiob foo t for her -it a 
siJecUl tire in ihr forest The girl h te-rbiiJileii to eat turtle nr 
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turtle eggs during the when tlatf turtle* ure breeding T 

but n-o vegetable food h itfioed tier, Vo mati, not even bet 
own father, may come Fnto lhe huu*c while her seclusion 
last*. for if hi 1 ? fnlhcr saw her at thJuimi: he would certainly 
haw bud luck in hk fishing* and would probably .srruuh hi* 
caiKc the very next rime be went miE m It- At the end of 
the three months the h caitfad down to a fits It-water creek 
by lif-r attendants, hanglfcj; on io thdr ihmildm hi Midi a 
way that tier feet do not touch tile ground* while the women 
of the tribe form a ring round her, and ihuv escort Stcr lo 
iln: beach. Arrived at the diofc, die <5 stripped of her on?a- 
iiicnt^. And the bearer* with bet into the erreh. where 

they immure: her. and aifc die oilier women join hi iplaching 
water over bath the girl and her tareri. When they Corue 
out of the water ope of the two attendant* makes a heap of 
gnist for her charge to squat upon. The other run,* So the 
reef. ealcho a small crab, l car?. nil its daw*, and taut cm* 
hack with them to the creek. I Irrc in the meattlime a fire 
lias been kindled, and she daws arc roasted at it The 
in then fed b> Iict fmcwlams with the roasted daw-. Alirr 
tiia! she is freshly decorated, and the whole party rmnehca 
back to the village in a single rank* the jrtrl walking In the 
centre between her livo old aUEit^ who hold her by the 
wrists- S he hiisKnids of her aunts now receive her and Se^id 
her Into the house of one of them* where all partake nf food, 
and the girl b allowed once more in feed hrrscil in the usual 
manner. A dance follows, m which the girl takes *1 pro¬ 
minent part, dancing between the husband* of the two aunts 
who had charge of tier m her retirement 1 

Among ihc Vamtkumta tribe of i ape York Ptninspb, in -- n.. n 
Not them Queensland, a giftai pulieny is said to live by hci 
self fur a month or six weeks; no man tuny sec her* though 
any Woman may. She stays in n hut or shelter spuciiilty 
made for her, on the floor of which she lie* supine She 
may not see the suit, and towards sunset she must keep 
hr.t eye* shut until the atm has gone down* otherwise it is 
thought tint her tuya: will \x; dLucavi. During her seclusion 
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she tnay cat nothing that !h« in ialt water, or a -make 
wo tiki kill Iter Art ul 4 woman wait* Ujjoti Itrr arid *upp)h* 
her with roots, yarns, and water . 1 Some tribes an' wot it to 
bury thrit girls at Midi seasons more nt k-ss deeply in the 
ground, perhaps in order to tiidr them from the light nf the 
sun. Thus the Lnrakeeyah tribe in the northern territory 
of South Australia ihed to eovtr.i girl up with dirt for 
three days at her flirt monthly period* Jn similar ciream- 
stances the Olfttf tribe, on the east coast of the Cape York 
IVrdnsuIn, make an excavation in the ground, where the 
girl squat* A fcaiwer is then bulit over the hok, and send 
is thrown on the yoiing woman till she is covered up, m the 
hips. Iti this condition she remains For the nrat day. hut 
cnrnr^ one nt night. So tong .15 the period lasts, she stays 
In the bower during the day-time, hut is not again covered 
with sand. Afterwards her body is painted red atid white 
from the head to the htp-j, and iht> returiTi lo the ramp, 
where she squats first an the right side, then on the left 
ride, and then on the lap of her future husband, w ho lut* 
been previously selected for her . 1 Among llic natives of the 
t'ennefatbcr River, in the Cape York Peufoiula, Queensland, 
when a girl menstruates foi -h - first lime, her molJii i take* 
her away from the camp to some secluded spot, where die 
digs a circular hole Jn the sandy Moll tinder the shade of .1 
tree. In this bale the girl nqual.i with crossed leg* and j* 
covered Willi sand from the waist downwards. A digging- 
stick is planted firmly in Use mud on each side of h- r, and 
tile place is stinoundni by a future -if buthtr, except in front, 
where her mother kindles a fire, Mere the girl stays nil 
day. sitting with her arm* erased and the palm* of her 
hands resting on the sand. She may not m >vt her arms 
except to lake food from her rnother or to scratch herself; 
and In scratching herself she may not touch hersdf with her 
own hands, but must use for the purpose a splinter of wood, 
which, when it ii not in use, Li stuck in her hair. She mav 
speak to nobody but her mother; indeed nobody else would 
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ilLink of coining near her* At evening she fays tiokl of the 
iuci rffggttij;-stacks and by their help frees he rack from the 
abpcriiicuiubent. weight uf -atid and returns to the Camp, 
Kc^t merrahs^ ^lie in again buried in the sand tinder the 
*h ndg of Lliu hit: arid remains I here Again 111! evening, 
TWi site tfoes doily for five days. On her return at 
evening on the fifth day Iter mother decorates her with a 
WA^uWnd, u Fmbctid'bancL and a necklet of pcml-shelly 
tics ■!. p.irrol Feathery eouijJ her arms and wrists and 
aoo*' her ehej?t r and i in ears her body, bank amt front* from 
thr> waist tip wards with blotches of red, white, and yellow 
paint. She bu in like manner to he buried in the sand at 
her fv, nond and third men*kfUJitioiL\ but at the fourth she is 
allowed lit remain In camp, only signifying her condition by 
wearing & basket of empty shells on her bade. 1 Among the 
K:™ blade' of the Fratpcrine River, ua tlic cast ouasl of 
Queensland, a girl At puberty Iul* lo rit or lie down [n a 
ihatfov. pit a way from the camp ; a roufih but of busies is 
eicetcd over her to fimlcct her from the inclemency of the 
weather, There whs «ays for about a week, waited on by 
ho* mother and sister* ihir only jicrsoo# to whom she may 
speak. Slir is allowed to drink water! but may not touch 
it with her Iranda; and dte may scinch herself a link with 
a miisscbshdL Thh sCclusioa h repealed tit Iscr settmd 
and iKircl monthly period-*, but wbeit the third is over she 
is brought to her husband bedcdkctl with -..wage finery. 
Eagle-hawk or cockatoo feathers ate stuck In Jwr hair a 
shell Iranis over her forehead t gna. c i bugle* tttdhsle her 
neck and an apnm of opossum akin her waist: string* are 
tied to Iter tmus and TOdhrt* ; and her whole body h mottled 
with patterns drawn in red, white, and yellow pigment* and 
char coat. 2 

Among the Utyumkw) tribe in Rrd Island the girl 
fiGr at full length iti a ehalfow trench dug in the Ibreshime, 
and sand is- lightly thrown over bet leg* and body up 
tp the breasts, which appear not to be covered. A rough 
shelter of bough* is Uscn hunt over her, and thus she 
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icmifri* lying tor a few Jwinw. Then the him) for attendant 
lf° the Utiiailt Bin] look for food, which they cook .it ;g 
fnc cJcj « H* titehcr. Hiey sjtrvp under the boughs, tin 
ji'rl remaining deluded Irotn ific ramp but apparently not 
bci:^ again bwfcd. At the end of the symptoms she 
siauOi over hot ■vhinrs and water is poured over her, till, 
trickling from her tardy on the stuncs, it i» omvend into 
aLeurii ami envelops her In a clomf of vapour. Then she 
** utecl with red and white stripes and returns Lo the 
eanip, It I'ffr future husband has already |»t?n chosen, she 
jjiJrLu to liini and they cat some food together, which the git! 
*** pwviuuttljr brought from the hush. In Prince of Wales 
HJati.l, iorvo Strait, the treatment; of the patient is similar, 
tint ianls for about two mm it ha During the day .Jit: fo-, 

covered up with sand in a shallow hole on the beach, over 
wfi:i;ii a hut is huilt. At night she tnsy get out of the link, 
hut She may not leave llic hut. Tier patera id a uni look,’ 
alter her, and totb of them murt abstain from cjitiii:* turtle, 
dur'f'Jf. and the heads of fish. Were they to cat the | ICJ u1t 
7 fish mf,r • "'oald ^ cauglu. During the lime ni 
Hie girl = seclusion, the aunt who waits upon her has the right 
i<» enter any house and take from 1: anything die likes 
witl^rut payment, provided she dues vo before the sun rises 
When the time of her iwfc.tr nt Iras come to an end, the 
giri bathes m the sea while the morning star is rising, and 
alter pen or tiling vnrlous other ccmiur-nfea is readmitted to 

,!" anoM » of Torres Straits, at hei 

first mornbty sidoma* a girl lives eluded in the forest fat 
■ bonr a fortnight, during which no man may see her even 
B2“ "fe** **** to her in the forest must wash 

‘ * *t Z ih, y SIwak A Two girl., unit 

npou ami feed Uic damsel, putting tile food into her mouth, 
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fur she h not allowed lu I ouch H with her i.ivn liriik Nor 
may she eat dugong and turtle. At die end of a fartiilgfit 
Jhi: gitl and ber alUrndajits bathe m salt water while the 
tide is running cut Afterwards they ,ire cJrai], icuy again 
speak to men without ceremony, and move freely aboui ibe 
village. In Yam and Tutu a gfiJ at ptdrcrty retires fur a 
inouiii to the forest, where nu man nor even Iwr iwii mother 
may look upon hen Stir :i waited on by women w ho aland 
to her in a certain ndaimmhlp (tr?&&ai% apparently tier 
paLcmji] aunt*. She h Lr I adorned alt over with, charcoal and 
ft'Wn a lonn petticoat reaching berinw her knm, During 
lini tedirsktn the married women of the village often artcmbta 
In the forest uni! dance, and ihc gfrJN aunts relieve the tedium 
of the proceedings by thrashing her from lime to lime iu a 
useful preparation for matrimony. At ihc end aF ,. month 
the t, hole party go into the sra, and the charcoal it washed 
off 5 hr gfrL After dial %he fa decorated, her body hUickmcd 
a gain k her hair reddened with odirr, mid hi flic evening nhe *■ 
brought Imck to htrr father - holism where di^ i* received with 
weeping anil Ia mentis thin becnitse ihc Im* licenser bug away* 1 

§ 4. Stelrtston tif Ctrl* at Fxlvrfy aftwtij* the fminmJ t\f 
N*Wth Amtrim 

Among the Indians of CaJifomls a girl at her first s^hmk^ 
menstruation “ was thought to be possessed of a particular 
degree of supernatural power, and this was net always mn-wij ir- 
regarded as entirely defiling or mulcvoIcnL Often* limv- 
ever, ihere was a strong feeling of the power cf evil inherent 
in tier condition. Not only was she seduded from tier family 
and the community, hut an attempt was made 10 seclude the 
wurkl from her. On: of the injunction?; most lining iy bid 
ujhjii her was not to look abiiit hrr, She kept her bead 
bowed and was forbidden to sec the world and the sum 
Seme tribes covered her with a blanket. Many of the 
customs in till* connexion resembled those of the North 
Paelfk Coa&t mmt strongly p such a.- the prohibition to she 
girl tu. touch or scratch her head with her hand, a iprcrial 
implement brin^ fumbked her for the purju v:. Somnimcs 
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ahc crjiild ml only when fed And in other eases Fa filed 
-l 3 soother. Some form of public ceremony * often accom* 
[Kmied by a dance and so nit times by u form of ordeal fur 
the girl, wm practiced nearly croywhcrt Such cerement ii-i 
were we Li developed in Southern Call for nia* where i nnmbc; 
of aeiioiki symbolical of the girl* maturity ami mb^cqueiil 
life were perfbrmod. -1 Hsus among: the ALildu In l| injo( 
California .l gtri at puberty tmmMed sIllu up iri a ini.ill 
s-puniS'r hut. For five day^ she might not cat fleih or BjsSi 
nof feed herself, bul was fed by her moihtrr or other old 
ivosn a n. She had a I .askcl, plate, and cup for her own use. 
ami n ^I'tek with which to ?craich her hsfcifk for ahe mi^ht 
not cratch is with her finger*. At the end of f*vu days ^Ur. 
too)* *t ivajrtfl hath atid, white dir still remained rn the hut 
im l Plied wrmdiinE*5tick ms her head, nai privileged [n 
feed herself with her om hand* After five day* more *hc 
b.iLtied in the river, alter which her parruts gave n j,ync;s 1 
feii t in her honour At tbs feast the girl was dresM^ in 

her best, and anybody might ask her parents for anything 
Lie plea-cd, am! they had to give it, even if it was the bund 
of their daughter in nurrbgc. i hiring the period of her 
in the hut Hic girl was allowed to go by night io 
kv: parents' I sortie and listen to so ri[^ 3 ting by tier frieiiila 
anil rdutlon* who assembled for the purpose. Among the 
* nigs were tome that related to the different roots ii iid scctlj 
wliieh hi i}ifrsd tribe it b the business of women to gather 
for food. While tile lingers sang, she sal by herself in a 
corttEr of 'he house mufflixl op completely in mats and akhis, 
till mcui or boy might come near her** Among the ilopn, 
jnothCT Indian Irihc of Calffomia, when a girl li.nl irachcil 
maturity he, im.lc relative* danced all night for nine suc¬ 
cessive fiignts, whilu ifio girl reiMincd apart, rating nu meat 
and blindfolded, »ul on the tenth night die entered Hie 
hous: and took part in the last dunefc.* Among the Wintuu, 
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another Californian tribe, agtrl at puberty was batifahcd from 
the camp find lived stone in a distant booth bating rtghlty 
from nnimal food: it trai death to any person to tnueh or 
even approach her,* 

In the interior of Washington State,. aboii I Co 3 ville, 11 ttie SwlIhilit! 
customs of the Indian^ in relation to the treatment 
l\malts, lire singular On ihr fu-it npj entrance of the meiise*, nnm.L imp 
they sure furnished wJtli*provi&ionf ( and sent into the wood** 
iu remain congealed for two days ; for they Jyive 4 super- tw 
stilLOE?, tlint If a man should be se*iq or met whh during that 
dmc,, death will be tile consequence Al the emJ of the 
second day. the woman U» permitted to return to the Jodge, 
when -.he is placed In .t hut Just large cthough for her to lie 
in at full length, in which she U compelled n remain for 
twenty days, cut off from all communication with 3 n?f friends, 
and is obliged lu hide her face at the appearance of a malt 
JWmon A an: supplied her daily After this* she h required 
to perform repeated a b! min as, before she can resume her 
place in the family. At every return, the women go'into 
♦idlisten for two or more daya." * Among I hr Chinook 
Indiana who Inhabited the coa« of Washington State, from 
Shmlwater Hay as far as GftyV H.irbuir, when a chkfa 
daughter attained tea puberty, she was hidden fnr five days 
From llic view nl the people ' the might not look at them 
nor at the ^fcy f nor might she pick berries U wsi* believed 
that If frhe were to l-jut at the ?ky p the weather would tie 
bad ; that if she picked Iserrii^, it would rain ; and that when 
she hung Iter towel of cedar bark on a spniae-tfcc t the tree 
withered tip at otter. She went out of the house by a 
separate flt*«r and bathed in a creek for from the village. 

She f^si.cJ for sum* days, and for many days mrirc she 
might not eat fresh food- 1 

Amongst the Aht nr Nrcitfca Indiana of Vancouver S-dJiKfimi 
1 si and* when girl- reach puberty they are placed m a wrt 
of |Tultery in the house *4tvl are tht-rv surrounded coeu- mnwithm 
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pktcty wffh mats, sn rh.it neither the sun nor any tire can 
lie -teen, In this caije they remain for several Jays. Water 
Is given them, but no food. The longer u girl remains in 
this retirement the greater honour is it to the parents, bin 
she is disgraced for life if it is known that she bos seen foe 
ot the sun during tin* initiatory ortleaL" 1 Picture* of ihr 
mythical thunjer-bird are painted on tlic screens behind 
which she hides. During her seclusion she may neither 
move nor lie down, but must always sit in a vplatting 
podure. She may not touch her iutlr with her hands, Lm 
is allowed to scratch her haul with .« comb or a piece of 
bone provided for the purpose. To wretch her body is 

also forbidden, ns it is behoved that every scratch \\ ould 

leave a «ar. For eight mnutJis after reaching ituiiurity she 

may not cat tiny fresh food, particularly satin nn; moreover, 
she must cat by her- 1 If. and us? a cup and dish her n»u' 
Among the Hsida Indian* of the Queen Charlotte 
islands girls at puberty were secluded behind screens in 
BBT 4 * *, lwui * for sbo «' i-f.-nty days, in some parts of the 
1 13la,,d * *epa«Jr lm were provided for [he girls, and they 
Owhnc Wc,1t atl * aiK * * separate door at the back of the 

,JwA - house II a girl at inch a time was obliged to go out by 

Lbe front door, .ill the weapons, gembJing-sticks, medicine, 
anti other drtidt * had to be removed from the house till her 
return, for otherwise it was thought that they would be un- 
lucky ; a rid if there was a good hunter j M the house, lie also 
hail to go out at the same time on p.iiri of lining his gnod 
hick if he rein nine d. During scvcr.il months or even half a 
year tin- girl was bound to wear a peculiar cloak or hood 
made of cedar-hark, nearly conical In shape amt reaching 
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down below (lie l>roa«; but open before the face. After the 
twenty day* were over the gfH took a bath, non* of ihu 
water tnfgbl be spilled. It hail all to be taken back to the 
wootl;; else the girl would not Itic long. On ihr west euasi 
01 the istutidi the damsel might ea- nothing but black cod 
lot four years; for the people believed that other kinds of 
fish would become scarce If ihc partook nf them. At K!. o 
the youiu woman at *itclt limes was forbidden to look at 
She sea, and for forty day* -he might not gam at the (im ; 
for a whole year she might not walk on the beach twlqw 
high-water murk, because then the tide would come m, 
efuerinif pari of the food supply, mid them would lie bad 
weather. For five years she might nut cut salmon, or the 
Itob would be scarce; mid when hrr family went n a salmon- 
tteck, she landed fnnn the canoe at the mouth of the creek 
and came tn the smoke-house from behind ; for were she to 
see a ■salmon leap, all the sslmcti might leave the creek. 

Among Ihc Haitian of Mussel ii n;. believed that if the 
girl loukc! at the sky, the weather would be had, and rlicit 
If she -tepped uva si salts urn "tree If 1 all the -LaJmoii would 
disappear* 

A sunn gst I hr 1 tingil (Thlinkeet) or Ivolosh Indians of Se^iso 
Alaska, when a girl shewed signs of womanhood she used to ** 
be eon tin?!I lo a little hut ar cage, which was completely muons it* 
blocked «J> With the exception of n -mail air-hole, in tin, 
flutk and filthy siborir she had lo remain a year, without (ire. Atartm. 
exercise, or isincmts Only her mother tin>l I fciniilc ^hic 
might supply her with nourish merit Her food was put in 
iii the little window : die had to drink om of the wing-bone 
<»l n white-headed eagle. The lime of her seclusion was 
alter ward' reduced in some placet to six or three months or 
even less. She had to wear a sort af hat with long flaps. 
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that her ;,ri rc mtplit not pollute the sky ; for ibe um? thought 
Lin El* for the sun to ahirnc upon, .tnd it w,i?i imagined t 3 <*t 
her lock would destroy the luck of a It mu ter, flshst, «r 
gambler, turn things to stone, and do other mischief At 
Lbe end of tier cOnSjiatitnt ha- old do the* were burnt, new 
ones wert made, and a feast w.ip given, at which a -slit was 
eui in her under Up parallel to the mouth, ami a pkee of 
wood or -.hdl was inserted to keep the aperture ope ft . 1 
^ 1 If the TwUsiiue ttil* of British Co him hi a ji girt al puJicrty 

WciU ‘* a large hai of skin which comes down over her Face 
S ^ cni if frqEn ttsc 3UH. It « believed that if she Here 
irut Ff ju C-Kjjo^e her fact? to the sun or to the sky, rain u pultj foil. 

Tbc lbSt l lh3tccfl to fittfelb* against tWfire. nhiqh oi^ht 
sa, iii1f not to strike bn skin . to shield her hands she wear- mittens, 
t-yiuLjjjj. In her mouth she carried the loath of an animal to prevent 
her own teeth from becoming hollow. For a whole year 
she may not vee hltod unless her face is blackened ; other- 
ui^ i-J]'* would grow blind. For two yean she wears the 
hat and Irrei in a hut by hcradf, although she is allowed 
to see frt'hrf people, At the end of two years a man 
rakes the hut from her Itcad and throws it away , 9 Tn the 
Bilqulife or Bella Coola tribe of British Columbia, wbeo a 
^nl aiming puberty she must stay hi the shed which serves 
st * to bedroom, where she has a separate fireplace. Slur h 
nat allowed to descend to the main part of the house, and 
fti iy not sit by the fire ol the family, F^r four ilayn she la 
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hound So remain motioitfcss in a sitting fmsturc. She f.uts 
during the day, but fa allowed a little food mid think my 
early in the morning. After the tour days 1 seekwfoa -the 
may leave her room, but only through a separate opening 
cui in l he door, for the houses are raised an piles., She 
may not yet come into the chief room. In [raving the 
house sbe wears a large flat which protects her Lee again*! 
the rays of Lite sun, JtJs believed Shat if flic sim were to 
shine on her face her eyes would sullcr* She may pick 
berries: on the hills, bnl may noi come near die Fiver or *va 
for II whole year. Were she to eyl fresh salmon *he would 
ta-Se her senses, nr tier mu util would be changed Into a Eong 
bcalc + * 

AfQOft R the Tmneh [niJi&na about Simrt Lake, Hahiite Scdfcn** 
Lake, uM Fraser Lake in Uriiisit Columbia " girl* verging 
-jti maturity, that Es when tlicfr Urciwt# bc^fn to farm, lake u> 
swa rm* leather mixed with hum mi hair and plafl band*. ^ 
which they tic round their wrists md rtflkU** to venire long i"--" T 
life ill this time they ore careful that the di ,htr* otit of 
which they cat, arc used by no other person, and wholly 
devoted to their oun u*c; during (his fterfod they eat 
nothing but dog fish, and ^tarviiibn **A will strive them to 
cat dther fitadi fi*h w metiL When their first period It* I 
sickness tomes on, they ate fed by ihcsr mol lien nr nearest 
female? relation by tL>ws/hvs t and on no acomint wilt 
they touch their fend with lheir own hands. They 

are at thh time nho mreful itol to touch their hwd* 

with thrir hands, 4 ml koep a smalt *ifek to scratch 

thdr heads with. They remain outside the lodge* all 

the time they an* In this state, in x linl made f-rr ihe pur- 
During all thb period they wear a skuEhcJip made 
of skin in fit very light t lb it b never taken off until 
thdr (inf monthly sickne^ ceases; They dso wear n strip 
of black paint about ortfc inch wide arrows thrir eyes, and 
wear a frin^ of shdb, bmi&5, etc,, hanging den™ from their 
foreheads to bdnw their cyes* ; and this, h never taken off 
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till the sLconil u: untidy period .irtivci ami wlirii tin- 

newest male relative miktJ a fc.i-i , nitr r which die in cc-ts 
siiJctcJ a lufly matured wrimart; but *Jur has to refrain from 
esilfag anything fresh for one year after her first monthly 
sickness; she may htnvevjx eat partridge, but it must he 
eouked in the crop of the bird to render it harmless. 1 
would luve thought it impossible to jHirform this feat hod 
1 no! seen it done. The crop ts-blown out, and n smalt 
hent willow put round the mouth; it i* then filled with 
w.UEr ( ami the meat being first minerd up, pm in also, then 
put on the fire and bolltd till cooked. Their reason for 
haiigMiij fringes brfore their ryes, is to hinder any had 
medicine mm front harming them during this critical period: 
they .ire very careful not to drink win 1st facing a medicine 
man, and do so Only when their backs are turned to him. 
All these hahiu are left off when (he girl b a recognised 
woman, with the exception of their going out of the fudge 
and remaining in a lint, every lime their periodical sidfnr v* 
dome* cm. This is a rigidly observed law with both single 
and married women. 11 1 

Serpen Among the I f area kin tinnch a girl at puberty was 
in.Uw »ecludcd for five days jn a hut made specially fur lire 
52 "“ purpose; *he might only drink out of a tube made (rant 
ttnUaus at * swans bone, and for a month, she might not break a 
hare's bones, nor taste Wood, nor mi lire heart or fat of 
animal*, nor birds' eggs.’ Among dir Tinwh Indians of 
lire middle Yukon valley, in Alaska, the period of the girl’s 
acduamn lasts exactly a lunar month ; for the day of the 
moon on which the symptom* first occur h noted, and *hr 
l!i s^ucs'ered until the same day of the next town. If the 
season is winter, l comer of the house i 3 curtained off for 
her use by a blanket or a dust of rjutvaj ; if ft is summer, 
a sinnEI tent h erected fur her near the common one. Here 
she lives and sleeps. She wean a long robe and a targe 
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liood, w hicili eIsc uttin pull 'lours nw? hm ryca wbfttevnr slie 
leaves the ltul r and she must keep ii dnwn till she return*, 

^Sie may out speak a mim mif hk face, much less 
fouch Kb clothes or anything lhat belong? to him j fur if 
she did so H U.vli : Ji n q harm would emm: to hot, he would 
r- rD ^ unmanly. -Slic has her (bin iljihcs for i v £Umg - out of 
and may use uci otlier; at K*i!ia^ she rmiat suck the water 
through a swan's btme without applying her tips to the cup. 

.She may eat no fresh meat or fish except the flesh of the 
porcupine. She may not ttnrJres^ but bleeps with alJ her 
dolhes an, even her In her £OcJq she wears, next 

111 the *kin p the horny soles cut from the feet of a porcupine, 
in order that for the rest of her life her shotrs may never 
wear oul Round her waist she wean a cord to which are 
tied the hc^k of femurs of :\ porcupine; because of all 
animal* known m the Tinneli the porcupine Buffers least in 
parturition, it simply drops its young and ctmriniicj to walk 
Of skip ahoni as if nothing had happened l fence it la easy 
to Mac that il girl who wears these portions of a porcupine 
about her waist, wilt be del mined just as easily as the 
animal To make quite sure of this, if anybody happens 
to MU * porcupine big with young while the girl Is urider- 
gohrO her period af separation, the foetus Is given to her, 
and she lets it slide down between bet sSiirt and Iter luidv ■*> 
a? to fall on the ground like an infant. 1 I|eie the Jmitalion 
of childbirth ts a piece of homoeopathic or Imitative magic 
designed to facilitate the sflcct siInch it sirntilu!t}. J 

Among the TLtomp-x-n Indians or itrilish Columbia, when Ked«*« 
a girt attained puberty, she was at once separated, from all the 
people, A cornea.] lull of fir branches and bark n\ia erected W»»e $u 
ar some lit Lie distance from the other ha Uses, and In it the ” 

gir! had to squat on her heel* during the day. Often a ^ leuioi 
deep circular hole was dug In the hut amt the girl squatted 
in the hole, with her head projecting above the surface of 
the ground, She might quit the hut for viirinuv purports 
in the early morning, but hail always so be back at simri*c. 

On the firvt appearance of the symptoms her face was 
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s^nmno painted red all over, ami the paint waj; renewed every 
A ' “nwrttag during her term of -veins inn A liravy blanket 

rtrn i-m: ev swatted her body fmm lop to tne, and during the Urn four 
day* ™ - fc conical rap node of small Hr branched* 
which reached below the breast but left an opening for the 
face, in her hair WH fastened art hnjitemeni made of deer- 
bone with which ahe scratched herself For the first four 
dffys she might neither wash nor eat. but a little water was 
given her Sn ,i bireh*bark cup painted red, and die sgdfcfrl 
up the liquid through a tube made out of the !cr^ or a cmnt ¥ 
a swan, or a goose, for her lips might not touch tlic surface 
of the water. After the four days the was allowed, during 
the rest of the period of Isolation, to eat, to wash p Uj lie 
down, to corah her hair, and to drink of itmuni and spring* 
HUT in drinking at these fmiiircc* *hc bad still io use her 
tube, otherwise the spring would dry up. While h r r 
seclusion tasted she peifomnrit by night varh u- eer^tnuttscs. 
which were supposed la exert a beneficial Influence on her 
future life For example, she ran a* Fast ns *1 \? sou!d + 
praying lit the same time to the Earth or Nature that she 
rru-ht be fleet of foot and tirefos* of \lmb* She dug trends, 
in order that in after life she might he able io dig wel 1 and 
to work hard. These and Other ceremonies Fite repeated for 
four nights or mornings in succevsfon, four times *:jiob morning, 
“'/id each time *im supplicated the Dawn r-f the I My. Among 
Uil Lower Thompson Endian* slit carried a staff for one 
itight ; and when the day wu break irig she leaned the staff 
against the rtump of a tree .md prayed to tte Dawn tfaiu 
she might h- blcwurd with a good hunhanri, who was sym¬ 
bolized by the iialE Ste aUp w.xndered nights io 

lonely parti of the mountain^ where she would tin rate, im¬ 
ploring the sprrits to pity and protest her during her future 
life ; iheiij the dartee atid prayer over, she would He down on 
the spoi anrl foil aoteep. Again, she carried four slot^ts Th 
her bo^im to a spring. when: »he spat upon the stones and 
threw them rare *t?uT the Other into the water* praying that 
all disca^ migh! leave her. as those states did. Also she 
ran four time* in the early morning with two small stuiwi 
hi her bosom r amt as she ran the stone* flipped down 
betw-ten her bare body and her clothes and fell to the 
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ground, At tlic same time she prayed to the 0a *m that 
when ahe should be witli child, die might be delivered ns *j^ Ba( 
oisify ns *he was delivered of Huge siottc*. But whatever Z^t 
tserdses nhe performed or prayers she offered on the lonely 
mountains during the hour* of darkness or while the interning tyni™ " 
light wa> growing in the east, she muM always lie hack in * :sa, "* ,ut 
her JiiLkt hut before the stiri rose There she uffci] passed 
the iedlnua hours away* picking Uiv needier one by out, 
fiisinuhe tones nn two large brandies of fir t which hung 
from the roof of Iter hut on pursue to provide her tilth 
ocmpadoit. And as die picked she prayed to the fir-branch 
thas she mi gin never he f azy* but always quick and active 
m work- Oilring her ^elusion. too, du had to make 
miniatures of ail the urtEcIrrj that Indian women make, or 
ii-'-d to make, such as baskets* mats, ropes, and thread. 

Tlsifi she did in order that afterwards she might be abk to 
■mike 13 1 j - real things properly. Four large r,r hr a rich r: dw 
were placed in front of Ihc Imt* sc* that whm *he went out 
or in, she had to 4 cp over them. The brandies weir re¬ 
newed every morning and the old ones thrown away into 
I lie water, while the girl pmyed, M May I never bewitch any 
mnii,. nnr my fellow-women I May it never h&p|*cji I s ' Hie 
first four times Ihul she went out and in, zhr prayed to Ihe 
fir ^branches,, waving,. 4 ' If ever I step msn trouble nr difficii I tics 
or step unknowingly hrakfc the magical spell of some jjcrsf>n t 
may you help cnc* O Fjr-branches, with your power t * 

Every day she palmed her face afresh; and ahe wore strings 
of parLi of ckcrdioofa round her ankles and knces H and tied 
to her wideband on cither side* which rattled when she 
walked or ran. Even the shape of the bin in which she 
lived was adapted to her future rather than to her present 
ncqds and wishes. If she wilted to be talk the hut was 
tall ’ if she wished to be abort, it tvaai low, sirin'times so tow 
that there wai not room in it for her lo stand erect* and she 
would lay the palm of her hand on the top of her bead and 
pray to the Dawn that ahe might grow no taller. Her 
seclusion lusted four months. The Indians say that long 
ago It extended over a yv.ir, and that fourteen days c t.ip .eJ 
before the girl wa^ pcftnittctl to wash for the first time. 

The dress which die wore during her time of scp.u.ilioji was 
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afterwards taken to the top of a hilt and burned, and the 
rest of her dfrlhcs were httng up on trees. 1 

Among the Liltnoet Indians of British Columbia* neigh¬ 
bours of the Thompson*.. Use customs observed by girls at 
puberty wot similar. The dauisria wens ace folded for a 
period of not less than one year nor more thjiu four years, 
according to their own (jicliti^iun and the wfch.es of ihc it 
parent- Amemi; the Upper tlooefe the hut in which the 
girl [edged vro* made of bushy fiMreeS set up like a conical 
lent, the inner braoebe* being lapsed off, while the outer 
branch^ were dooriy interwoven and padded to form n roof. 
Every month of haIF*month the hut wa* shifted to another 
Ahc or a new one erected. Hy day the gfrl tat in itie hut ; for 
the first month me equalled in a hole dug in the middle of 
it p and the paued else time making miniature basket* of 
birch bark and fUhcr things, praying that site might be able 
tu snake the iv.il thing* well in after years. At the dusk 
of the evening she left the hut and w andered about ail night, 
but she returned before the mu ro*c, Before she quitted 
Ihe htit at nightfall to mam abroad, *he painted her face red 
and put on a mask of fir-branches, and in her hand, as she 
walked, nht carried a banket-rat tie to frighten ghosts am! 
guard hcraejf from evil Among the Ijowcr Li floods. the 
girl's mask was often made of goat-skin, covering hcr head, 
neck, shoujLjers and breast, and leaving only a narrow 
opening frem the brow to the chin. During the nocturnal 
hnurt* she performed many ceremonies, Tims she put two 
smooth stones in her bosom and tan* and as they fell 
down between Iter body and her do tiles, she prayed, 
saymg. u May [ always have easy dsJkbbirths I" Now one 
of these Slones represented her future child and the other 
represented the afterbirth. Also she dug trendies-, praying 
that in the year* to come she might be *trou^ and Eirdets 
irt digging roots : she picked and needles from the 

fir - trees, praying that her finger* might be nimble in 
picking berries; and she tore slice ts of birch-bark into 
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shred*, dropping the shred-, as she walked and asking that 
her hands miglil never tire and that she might make neat 
cud fine work "f biirh-b&rk. Moreover, die ran and walked 
mucli that she might he light of font And every evening, 
when the shadows were falling, and every morning, when 
the Hay was breaking, she prayer! to the Ijuik ,.! the 
Evening or to the Dawn or Day, saying; m O Dawn of 
Day t ■' or " O Dtrsk,” as/ 1 it might be. •' may t be able to dig 
roots fa.st and easily, amj may t always find plenty P All 
her prayers were addressed to ihe Dusk of the Evening gf 
the Dawn of Day, She supplicated both, asking for long 
life, health, wealth, and happiness. 1 

.Among the Shtiswap Indians nf British Columbia, who ! t r A ^ 
art neighbours of the Thompsons am] Lilluuets, "a girl on 
feadnng maturity hai to go thrcm^li a giicai uisinber of 
ceremomcL She must leave the village and live alone in a 
small hui on the mountains. She cooks her own Good, mid *WUih 
must not eat anything that bfcetk, Slip U forbidden to ,;nJumL * 
touch her tic ad, for which pursue she wwa a comb with 
three points. Neither is she allowed to scratch Iter bodv, 
except with a painted deer-bo fit She wear* the bone mid the 
comb suspended from her hell She drinks.ml of a [minted 
cup of birch-bark, and neither mom m« less than the 
quantity it holds. Every night she walks about her hut, 
and p hints «UJnw IwtgH. which she h.u painted, and tu the 
ends of which she h«s attached pieces nf cloth, into the 
ground. Jt in believed that thu* she will become rich in 
later life. In order !o become strong she should climb trrr-i 
and try to break off their ]K'inhc She piny, with fthai 
sticks that her future husbands might have good luck when 
gambling. 415 During the da)' the girl stays fo her but and 
occupies herself in making miniature bags, mats, and bosket*, 
in living and einbr.iidery, in manufacturing thread, twine, 
and so forth . in short .he makes a beginning of all kinds of 
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woman's work* Jo order ttuu *be may be a nood hduscwifc 
hi after Eife* By night *Iie roams the mountains and 
practice* running. dimbkg, carrying burdens, am! digging 
trenched *0that die may be expert at digging roots. If 
■he ha« wandered far and daylight overtaken her. die bides 
herself tjehind -t vril of fir branches; far no one, except her 
instructor nr itfiarc-?! relatives* should &ee her lace during her 
period of seel a l dim, She wore a lirge robe palflfcd red on 
the breast and *idcs* ami her hair waa done tip in a knot at 
each ear . 1 

O.remuntc* of L he JWime general lyjjc were probably 
OhMtveri by girl* at puberty among all the Indian tribe* of 
North America, But the record of them is Far less full for 
the Central and Eastern tribes* perhaps because the settlers 
who first cause into contact wish the Red Man in thne regions 
were loo busy fighting him to find leisure* even if they had 
ihe desire, to study his manners and customs. However, 
among the Dataware Indian j. a tribe in the extreme cast of 
the continent, we read that 11 when a Delaware girl has her 

monthly period* she must withdraw Into a hut at some 
distance from the village Her head is wrapped up far 
twelve days, so that she can see nobody, and she must 
hu bruit to frequent vomits and tasting, and abstain from all 
bbnr. After this she is washed and new clothed, but 
confined lo a solitary life for two months, at tlie do« of 
which she is declared marriageable "* Again, among the 
Cheyennes, an Indian tribe of the Missouri valley, a girl at 
her finr menstruation h painted ret! all over her body and 
secluded in a special little lodge for four tiny*. However, 
she may remain fn her father's Irnjgc provided that there are 
no charm* (* medicine ^ no saered bundle, and no nhieM in 
Jti or that these mJ all other ob'^cts invested with a sacred 
character have been removed. For font day a she may not 
eat boiled meat; the flesh of which *hc partake* must be 
roasted over conk Voting men will not eat from Ik dish 
tmx drink from the pot, which tut* ten used h> her : because 
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they hellcrr ihftl tvurr they to du su they would wr.i muled 
■rr the next light* Silt nifty not hoodie nor even touch any 
weapon of war or any sacred object I f the camp moves, 
she may not ride a horse, hut is mounted on a mare 1 

Among the Esquimaux also, in Lhe extreme north of the Swlmlm 
continent, who belong to an entirely different race from the Jl 
Indian?, the attainment of pqfcrty in the female sex U t *wwtih* 
or used to tie, the ooGsutOii of similar observances. Thus 
amoni; Lhc Koninga. an Esquimau people of Alaska, a gii] 
at puberty was placed In a small huL in which site had to 
remain on her hftiidzi amt knees fur six months: then ihe 
hill was enlarged a link so as to allow lirr to ■ftraighlcn Jier 
back, but in this posture she had to iremaiii for dx months 
more. All this time die was regarded a*- a:i unclean them^ 
with whom eio one might hold intercom ;e. At the end of 
the year shr was received back by her parents and a great 
fe ist Iteld : Again, among the Maleniut, and southward 
from the lower Yukon and adjacent districts, when a girl 
leaches the age of puberty she Is amuddeicd u radon i for 
fort>- dap and miat, theiefure live by hem If in a comer of 
the house with Iter face to the wall, always keeping her hood 
over her head anil her hair hanging dishevelled over her 
eye* Bm if it is summer, she commonly lives, In a rough 
shelter nut side die limits She may not go mi by day, ant) 
only once ;it night, when even, 1 usse else ii u bleep. At the 
end of the period ^hc battle* ami hdothed in new garments* 
whereupon she may be taken in marriage During her 
iveduskni b supposed to be enveloped in sl peculiar 
atmosphere of sudi a sort that were a young man lo conus 
near enough fnr it to touch him, it would render him visible 
to every animal he might hunt, 30 that hi* Suck at a hunter 
would be gOtfc/ 
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*»inph» When symptoms of puberty appeared on a girl for the 

g.ESl" 1 Time, the Guaranis of Southern Brazil, on the borders of 

ir,f Paraguay* used to new her up in her hammock, leaving only 
A irnull opening in jt to allow her to breathe. In this 
J"™- J" 1 condition, wrapt up and shrouded like a corpse, she was 
SEof kept for two Dr three days or so long as the Symptoms 
lasted, and during this tune she had to observe a most 
rigorous fast. After that she was entrusted to a matron, 
who cut the girl's hair and enjoined her to abstain moat 
strictly from eating flesh of atiy kind until her hair dicuM 
be grown bug enough to hide her cars. Meanwhile the 
dlvjjMtrs drew omens of tier future diameter from the various 
birds or animal* that tlew past or crossed ho path. If they 
saw a parrot B they would say she was a chatterbox ; if an 
owl + ihc was buy and (ucJt&t far domestic labours, and so 
on^ lu similar drcmruUttcei the ChMguanos of south' 
eantero Bolivia hooted the gitl fit her hammock to the roof, 
where she stayed far a mouth i the second month the 
haifimock wu let half-way down from the roof; and in ihc 
thirtl month n!d women, firmed wish sticks* entered the hut 
and ran about striking every thing they mtl x saying they 
were hunting the make that had wounded the girl/ The 
LpEigu.i I ml; si is of the Paraguayan Chaco under simitar 
crircum^lancrj bang the girl in her hammock from the roof 
of tire hemse, but they leave her there only three duya and 
nights, during which they give her nothing to cat but a liillc 
Paraguay tea or buried tnaiic* Only her mother or grand¬ 
mother has access to her; nobody eLc approaches or Ajxzakj 
to her. If a he to obliged ro leave the hammock for n little, 
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her friends lake great rare to prevent tier from tniicMog the 
Btjrm* r F which h an bnogimtiy setperil that would swallow 
her tip Shfc niui-ii also be very care Till not to act foot on 
the dfoppmgs of fowls or animal*, rise she would suffer from 
sores on the throat anil brensL On Hie third day they lei her 
down from die hanunock, cut her hair p atsd make her dl in 
a corner of tine room with her fact- turned to the wall. She 
may speak to nobody, ami mum abstain from flesh and fidv. 

Thesc rigorous observances site moil prartbe for nearly a 
year. Many girb die or are injured for life in consccjutmct; 
or the hardships they endure At thia lime. Their only 
ticcupAtimis during their .uxlmdon are spinning and weaving, 1 

Among the Yuraj-itre*, an Indian tribe of Bolivia, at the aafrifca 
eastern fool of the A ride*, when a girl perceives the riges of 
puberty, frhe Informs her pa rent The mother weeps andnmnwih# 
ihe father construct* a little hut of palm leaves near I he JjgS 
house !n thb e*bin he drats up hi# daughter that she 

rarinnt -sec the lights ami there she remains fasting rigorously 
for four days. Meantime the mother, assisted by the 
women of the neighbourhood, hem brewed a large quantity 
of the native intoxicant called dk£c/ka t and poured it into 
wooden troughs and paJm leaves* On the morning of the 
fourth day, three hours before the dawn, the girl's father, 
having arrayed himself in his savage finery, summons all hh 
neighbours with loud Cries* The damsel h seated on a 
stone, a net every guest In turn cuts ulT □ lode of her hair, 
and rin unrig away hides it in lhc tint low trunk of a tree in 
the depths of the forest, When they Itavc tdl done so citd 
seated them sc Even again gravely In the circle, the girl offer* 
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ti> rath of them a catabitrii fcill of very strong 
ikferc the wass-tilmg hey hiii. site various fat hen perform .1 
cUrfaur operation mi the unit* of thtir saritt, who art seated 
beside them. The operator takes a veiy sharp !x*ne of ah 
ape* mbs it with a pungent -pire, and (hen pinching up the 
tkiti of his arm he pierces it with the bone through 

mid through, as a surgeon might introduce a st loan This 
operation he rtrpmts ad the young man 1 * nnu is riddled 
with holes at regular intervals from the shoulder to the 
wrist. Almost all who take part in the festival are covered 
vrith these wounds which the Endian* call cuiututi. Having 
thus prepared (hcngsrlvcs in spend a happy day, they drink. 
pUy on lime*, sing and dance tiff evening. Rain, thunder, 
and lightning* should they befall have no effect in damping 
the general enjoyment Of preventing its continuance tin after 
the sun has acL The motive for perforating the arms of 
the young men is io make them skilful hunters t at tacli 
perforation the sufferer ts cheered by the promise of another 
sort of game or Mi which the surgical operation will 
infallibly procure for him. The same operation i* performed 
on the arms and legs of the girls, in order that they may he 
brave and strong ; even the dogs me operated cut with the 
in ten Lion of tanking them run down the game better. For 
fwv or she months afterwords the damsel must cover her 
head wftii bark and refrain from speaking to men, The 
\ tiracarcs think that If (hey did no! submit a young girl in 
lliii severe ordeal, her children would afterward* perish by 
accidents of vurftu* kind*, iuch ^ the sting of a serpent, 
the him of i Jaguar, the fall of a tree, the wound of an 
arrow, or what not . 1 

Among the MaUi:^ w M .saguayps, nn Indian trrbc of 
tin: Gran Chaco, a i_;ir! at puberty has to remain in seclusion 
for some time. She lies covered up with branches or other 
things in a eomvr of rhe hut, seeing no one ami speaking io 
no one; and during this time >bc may car neither flesh nor 
Fnh. Meantime a man beats a drum in front of the house. 1 
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Similarly among llnr T obas, auulbrf Indian tribe of the 
jsarne region, when .1 diicf’s daughter ita> just attained to 
womanhood* she Is dmt up Tor two or three day a in the 
houw* all the men of the tribe scour the country to bring m 
garni- and Hah for a feast* and a M a taco Indian h engaged 
tri drum, ring^ud dunce in front of the house without tessa- 
tfon, day and night, tIU she festival ** over* Aa the nteriy* 
making J it rib for iwo or three weeks the cxhaListhii of die 
imtniriaii at the end of U may In- readily conceived Meat 
and drink am supplied to him on the spat whom he pay* 
hi* laborious court to the Muses* 1 he proceedings wind up 
with a Saturnalia and a drunken debauch . 1 11 Among She Safina 
Yugnoa, an Indian tribe of the Upper Amazon* a girl at 
puberty b abut up for three months in .1 lonely hut in the mm** th* 
fom^t, where iter niorbrr brings her food daily/ When a ^ 
girl nf the PcguEnrhcs tribe perceives in herself the first 
sigrrs of womanhood, she is secluded by her mother hi a 
corner of the hut screened off with blankets, and fs warned 
nor to lift up her eyes on any man. Next day* very early 
in the morning and again after sunset, she Is taken om by 
iwo women and made to run tilt she h tired | in the interval 
she fs again secluded in her comer. On Hie fallowing ilay 
she lays fcbr^c packets of wool beside the path near the 
house to signify UiaL she is now a woman . 1 Among the 
Passes. Mauhes, and Ollier tribes of Braid the young woman 
H similar circumstances h hung In her liaimnock from tile snoof 
and has to fa*t there for a month or as long of she cati Judd 
miL 1 One of the early scttlera In Brazil, about the middle 
of the sixteenth century, has docritietl ilie severe oidcal 
which dartt&cls at puberty barf to undergo among the Indians 
on the south-da^t coast of that Country, near what is now 
Kledc Jandrck When a girl had reached this critical period 
of life, lirr hair wav hurtled of shaved off tlu r to the head. 
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Tlien she was placed tm a flat stone and cut ci iih the tooth 
o( an animal from the ihnuldrrs all down the back, till she 
ran with blood. Next the iishe* of a wild gourd were 
ruble'll Into the wounds; the girl was bound hand and 
foot, and hung in a hummock, being enveloped in it <o 
tlnscly that no one canid see her. Here she liad to slay 
ioT three days without caring or drinking. When the three 
days were over, she stepped out of* the hammock upon the 
flat atone, for her feet might not touch the ground, if she 
hud a cull of nature, a female relation took the girl on her 
back and carried her out, taking with her a, live coal to 
prevent evil inllucnccs from entering the girl’s body, Being 
replaced m her hammock, she urns now allow rid to gel some 
flour, boiled roots, and water, but might iiol lame ialt or 
llesh. Thus she continued to the end of t|i< first monthly 
[Jcriixl. at the expiry of which *hc was gashed on !Iv: breast 

and belly ns well ns all down the hack. During the ccotid 

month she still stayed in her hammock, but her rule of 
abstinence was less rigid, a! ,d she allowed to spin. 
The ttifrd month <he wav blackened with a certain pigment 
and began to go about ns usual , 1 

gg*£ Ammpt the Macirsfs of Rritish Guiana, when a girl 

P«i the first signs of puberty, she is hung in a hammock 

bXLrt the MW** I wi «< nf “«« hut. For the first few days she 
n,ll V Imt ■ cavt the hammock by day, but at night she must 
-‘jmc down, light a fine, and spend the night beside it, else 
die would break out in sores on her neck, threat, and other 
p.irls of her body. So Jong as the symptoms arc al lhe.tr 
height, she must fast rigorously. When they have abated, 
she may come down and lake up her abode fn a little 
compartment that is made for her in live darkest comer of 
die hut. In the morning she may cook her food, but it 
must he at a separate fire and In a vessel of her own, After 
about ten days the magician comes and undoes the spell by 
muttering charms and breathing on her and on the more 
valuable oi the thing* with which she has come in contact. 
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IJic pots Einri drinkiftg-vtLSsdit which she used arr broken 
mid the fragment burial After her fir 4 bath, the girJ Gaiam c* 
must Mjhniii to be beaten by her mother with iliin rods 
Without uttering i cry. Ai the end of the itciifid period 4lie 
*& ii>giiiti beaten, but not afterwards. She I 1 * now fci cteaiO 
aiul ran mix again with people/ Other Indians of Gufan* 4 iIl3A 
after keeping ihe girl ih her hammock at the top of the 
hut for m month, expose her to certain large ants, whose bite 
ti very painful. 1 Sometime*, In addition! to being stung 
with aM*, the uiRercr has to fast day and night set long aa 
■ihc frtnainy slung tip on high in her himmnck* so that 
when die corner down she r* reduced in a ikdeton. Tltc 
iulemi ui of ringing her with ants is said in he to make her 
strong tr? I>eur the burden r 4 maternity/ Amongst ihc 
Uatipc^ of Brazil a girl ai puberty is «cc!tided in ihe house 
for a tmntln and allowed only n small quantity of bread 
and water. Then die h lakcm out into [he midst of her 
reinlinn 5 and friends, each of whom gives her four or five 
hlowr. with pieces of sij-o (an ejimber), till slie falls 

senseless nr dead- If she recover** Use operation is repealed 
four rimes at interval^ of 51s hmirs, and it is considered an 
offence to the pairrnfc* not to strike hard. Meantime* pots 
□f meats and fish have been made ready; the are 

dipped into them and then given to the girl to lick, who ft 
now considered a marriageable woman/ 

The cusiom of stinging; the girl at snob timet with ^utrmt 
anti or beating her with rods b Intended? m may be 
sure. mi is a punishment or a test of eudartitce, but ** 
its a purification, the object 1 wing to drive away the 
malignant inffuence? with which a girl In ihii condition 
ts believed to be beset and enveloped Example* of buu4inrr 
punTceat icm. by tantlng, hy incisions In I be fleshy and by rU,fe 
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Almcpflg wilh anh, hiivtr already come before fn wme 

Indian trih^ of Rraril and liuikinn young men do not rank 
as warriors and may not marry rh! they banc passed 
through a terrible ordeal, which consist* in lieing stung 
by swarms of venomous ants whose b!te is like fire. 
Thus among the Miuihcs on the Tapijos river, a southern 
tributary of the Amazon, boys of right uv ien years are 
obliged to thrw-vT their arms into rieeves stuffed with great 
ferocious am>, which the Indians call fwaridrir# ( Crjp/aattiti 
itfmtuj, W*% When the young victim shrieks with pain, 
an excited mob of men dances round him* shouting and 
encouraging him rill he falls, exhausted to the ground, 
He i$ then committed to the cure of old wo men* who treat 
Ids fearfully sivolEcii arms with freak juice vf the manioc ■ 
and on his recovery be ha: to shew his sttrengUv and vkil'l 
in beading x bow. This cruel ordeal b commonly repeated 
again and again* till the lad has readied his fourteenth yx:ai 
and can bear the agony without betraying any sign of 
ctDoljuTL Then lie is a man and can many* A lad's age 
Is reckoned by Uic number of lime*! he ha* p.w,cd through 
the ordeal. ‘ An eye-witness has described how a young 
Mauhe hero bore the torture with an endurance inure than 
Spartan, tUiwiny and ringing, with Iris arms caaed in the 
terrible mittens, before every cabin nf the great common 
huu;r, till p.illidp staggering, and with chattering teeth he 
tmimpluiusly laid Ibe gloves before the old chief and 
received the cnngratuSatiwiis of the men and the caresses 
of the women , then breaking a wav frojn his friends and 
admirer if he threw himself into the river and remained 
m it* cool soothing water till nightfall.' Similarly among 
(hr E kurno of the Upper Amaxnn t cm the border of Fenr, 
the young man who would take his place among the 


1 Tktey dnYrAr Fkrifr Ait* S;\tt\ pp 

¥f- p Tli ,^-r V Tw/ pjiL 

1 J IE rim Sti£ tnJ C F. ]"k. vmi 
Slaitk*, AW ** AOlrffei ltCG&kh k 
m 133 a 

1 IV. trwb thoidan T 

if tit i rlM r tffXr f vf-ttSM fWA^Ilin^- 
tfffl, pfp. J 10 If, The nir.r 

+L*r tbr* TlW 1« Mr. I It 1 'i 'J rn by 4 
frcruih *tJi|trntvf nm\ nxliitmt* M i 1 E 
Ud ^11, K»h4» «itnswl jl it %k. 


MW, ■ *LLU^ vti die riwt, 

Mr, t trniilcm m filp: " The 7-- tmdrir j 
iQij EWl CHly Lltr, faul Jtrs iln 
trills 1 ilinf Pie 1 hi **$p 1 Inn 1 h*r 

p*En fck fn^rti s| H IHLdtf vinijaiL I 
I hint it fljjwl lo ibl iXMUHisd Uf 
Hat itbi 9 uf die hhefc K^rjihsiL . 11 lie 
-fc**4 ibtf fil |hr | ml Inti 1 

MUhnn, i mi I iPffuimr ih*( thi*j ere 
Ibar mm* *i Itii Wjisiliin ilmiilrfil \rf 
-*1^1 aiiii MAiljua 


I* 


SECUtSIV.V 0/■ GIRLS /A J0ur/f AAtJSXJCA H 


warriors imisl plunge tus nrm into a sort of basket full 
of venomous Stntl and keep it there (br several mi mi tea 
without uttering a cry. He generally Falls backwards and 
sometimes succumbs to the fever which ensues; hence as 
MKin ns lhe ordeal is over the women arc prodigal of thdr 
attentions to him, and rub the swollen arm with a particular 
kind of herb) Ordeals of Lhts sort appear to l-c in vogue 
rsitiL uL^ the Indiana of 4he Rio Negro as well as of the 
Amazon. 1 Among the Hnouycnnes r a tribe of Indians in 
the north or Brarik un (die borders ■ ! Guinn*. young men 
who me candidates for marriage must submit to be itiing 
alt over tbdr pcr^mi nut nnly whh ante but with wasps, 
which are applied to their naked bodies hi curious initrtt* 
men Is of trcl Ik-work r.haped tiki- M rustic quadruped* or 
birds. The j^HknL invTirialdy falls down hi a swoon and 
h carried llfec dead to Ins hammock, where he is tightly 
lashed wish cords A< they taint to themselves, they* 
writhe in agtrnj% *0 that ill dr hammocks rock violently 
to and fro p causing the hui U* diake d* if it were about 
to collapse. This dreadful ordeal ri called by the Indian* a 
maraJt/* 

The Mirie ordeal, undr r the same ftitfie, is also practised 
by the WoyoJias, an Indian tribe of French Guiana, but 
with them. we are told, it Is no longer deemed art indis¬ 
pensable preliminary to marriage ; "it h rather a J ^rt of 
national medicine administered chiefly to the youth of both 
scNes." Applied to met*. the us it h called, 

sharpens them, prevents them from being heavy and 
lazy, makes ihem active, brisk, jitritc-trioi^ imparts strength, 
and helps them to shoot well with the howj without h the 
Indians would ativay* l>c slack and rather sickly* wntuM 
always have n little fever, and would hr perpetually in 
ihctr hammock^- As for the women, the nmnrtf keeps 
them from gafng to sleep, renders them active, alert, bn4i. 
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ffivcs them strength and a liking for work, makes them 
£««* hnttsekeepcre, good workers ni the stockade, good 
mutters of famin', Every one under gems the mtrakf tit 
k-.L.nt twice in his life, sometimes thrice, and oftem r if lie 
Uko. It muy be had frtirn the age of about eight years 
anfl upward, and no one thinks it odd that a man of 
forty should voluntarily submit to it ." 1 Similarly the 
Indians of St Juan Capistrano to California used to lie 
br-mded on wine pari of their bodies, generally on the right 
arm, but sometimes on the leg aim, not -v. j proof at' manly 
ton stride, hut because they believed (bat the custom "added 
grenter strength to the nerves, and gave u better pulse for 
the management of the bow." Afterwards they were 
whipped with nettles, and covered with ants, that they 
might become robust, and the infliction was always performed 
In summer, during the months of July and August, when the 
nettle was in its most fiery state. They gathered small 
bunches, which they Fastened together, and I be poor deluded 
* llt]ian W3 ‘ ebaitised, by Inflicting blows nth them upon his 
n.ikrd limbs, until unable to walk; and then he was carried 
to Lite nest of liw nearest and most lurirms species nf mu, 
and laid down among them, while some of his friends, with 
sticks, kept aimtjyim; the insects to make them still more 
violent. What Tor men | > did they not undergo [ What 
pain I What hellish inflictions ! Vet their faith gave thrill 
p'mer In endure ,-dl without ;i murmur, and they remained 
ai it desuL M,4 ring undergone these dreadful ordeals, they 

Wcfie Gtirtttdcrcd as invulnerable, and believed that the arrows 
01 I heir enemies could no lunger harm them ." 1 Among the 
Alur, a trite Inhabiting the south-western region of the upjMir 
N,ir > ,0 ,)7jr >' -i man in an ant-bill ami leave him there tor a 
while is I he regular ireatmcnt for Insanity* 

In like manner it is probable that beating or scourg¬ 
ing as a religious or ceremonial rite was originally 4 
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murk of purlftcatJnn, It wa it meant to wipe off am! ti> nrli 
drive 1 dangtratis O^tagfctl, whether personified ns 

'kmomsca! or not, which urns supposed to be adhering stmsms 
physically, though invisibly, to the body of the suflferrf * 1 
Thr pain Inflicted on the person beaten was no more 
the object of the beating than it h of ft surgfoil open- 
Won with us ; it was a necessary accident, that wus all In *Mp hwr. 
later times such custom* jf^ere interpreted otherwise* and the Ti-m** 
pain, from being an accident, became the pH inn object of “'y 
the ceremony, which was now regarded either a* u test of iiwrar**- 
en dura nee hnjTOsed upon persons at critical epoch* of litr, 
or as n mortification of the fleih well pleasing 10 the ^od, 

Jint asceticism, under any shnpc or form, h never primitive. 
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The savage, it is true. in certain circumstance! will 
vottmtarily subject himself to palna md privations which 
appear to us wholly medics*; but he never acts thus unless 
he believes that some solid temporal advantage is to be 
gained by m doing. Pain for the sake of pnin, whether as 
a moral discipline fa this life or a a means of winning a 
glorious hmaartalily hereafter* b not an obj- ct which he sets 
himself deliberately to pursue* * 
n.i*^ If th& view is correct, we can understand why so tunny 
Indian tribes of South America compel the youth of both 
:iu^X- sexes to inbuilt to these painful and some times ratal ordeals 
They imagine that ha this way they rid ihe young falk ot 
ci «'m certain CVlU inherent In you 1.1% especially at the critical age 
S^ liM (if puberty; and wlieu lliey picture to them selves the evils 
[p ,| p?;! <■ , i . i l S fonsL its dangfcftiUft -pirlt^ ■f demons* the cere- 
memy of their expul*tort may in the strict sense be termed 
an exorcism. Thh certainly appears to h: the iliterprctii- 
Eton which the Ihmivat of the Orinoco put uj*mi the cruel 
Tr-ni mi scourging which they mfl'el on g Irh at puberty- At her 
JM* 81 first mcmttiiiilieii! a Haitiva girl must pa« several days and 
4mnn/uwi nights fa her hummock, almost morion!^ and getting 
^fulr^ nothing to c.*i and drink hut water and a liute manioc, 
QriofisA While she ties there, the mitors for her hand apply to her 
fntherr, and hr: who can afford to give movi for her or can 
prove himself the bc*S fmn p h piosnUed the -1 unset in 
marriage. The fast over; some old men enter the hut, 
bandage the girl's cye?r h cover her hrad with a bonnet of 
which I he fringes fall on tier shoulders, and then lead her 
forth and tie her io a post set up in an open place. The 
head of the post b can ed in the stupe of i (prates^ face* 
None but the old fncn may witness what follows Were a 
woman caught peeping ami prying, it would go ill with her* 
she would be marked out for l lie vengeance of l he demon* 
who would make Iter expinEe her crime at the very next 
moon by madness or death. Every participant In the cere* 
men y comes untied with a scourge of cords or of fish skins ; 
wine of them reinforce the virtue uf the Instrument by tying 
little -harp Stulls to the end of the thqfig*. Then, to the 
di-inal and deafening nolei of *heJ[-trumpets blown by twa 
Or three auficrrmiuei-arics, the inert diclc round , 1 ml round the 
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|M,iit B every cm applying hb *cGur^t el* he pa^cs to the gtri** 
buck, till it rttf'Mrm with blood. At I jut the musician*, 
wiiiditig ti'mcniJau* bhsts on their trumpets agairm the 
demon* advance and imich the pori in which he is ^appooed 
r be incorporate. Then the btttw< cease to descend £ ihe 
girl is untied, often in a fainting state, and carried away to 
have hrj w. .umlh washed and dimples applied to ib m The 
yotingesrt of tin . ^centfeners. or rather of :he exorcists, 
h^teri-s to inform 3irr be frothed husband of die happy Issue 
of the exorcism The spirit r ’ he says, “ had ca:it *hy beloved 
into a deep a-, deep almost as That of death. But we have 
el: .;■ -:i 3a!■ r from b;-, .tnack^ .inc lard Iter down in such and 
fiioch w place Go *eek 3iit. " Then going from house to 
huQ^e through (be village he criea tu the inmates, ^ Come, let 
us hum the demon who would have taken possess ion of -au h 
and such a girl, onr friend 11 The bridegroom at or™ carries 
his wounded and suffering bride to hi* own house ; nrid 
all the people gather round ihe post for the pleasure of 
burning it and the demon together. A great pile of n re wood 
has meanwhile been heaped up about ir, and the women run 
found the pyre Ctfrstag in shrill voices the wicked spirit who 
has wrought all thi< evil The men join in with hoarser 
cries and animate themselves for the b urines* ill hand by 
deep dmughts of in intoxicant which has been provided lur 
the occasion by the parents dm law. Soon ihe bridegroom, 
having commit Led I he bride to the cure of hi* mother, appearj? 
ojs the ■ > , ni. bramiHiing a lighted torch. Headdresses ihe 
demon with bluer mockery And rcjirc.ichci; informs him 
that llie fair creatine on ivhotn he. rhu demon, bad nrfariouA 
designs, h now 4 lui, the bridegroom' . blooming spoilt ; mid 
risking hh to*di at the grinning head on the parr, he 
■creams out, 1 ThU U how tlie vicNm> of thy persecution 
Mice vcriMC-inr' on thee I" With these uronls hr jmis a light 
in the pyir Ai once the drum* strike up. tJir= trumpets 
Jila an,, ami metu twin sen, and children begin U> duioc- In 
two long row* llury dance, the men on one side, the women 
on Slur other, advancing till they almost touch and lIich 
retiring agaitk Alter that the two row* join hand*, and 
forming a huge circle trip it round and found the blue, till 
I lie post with its grotesque face Ls cimsumoil lit the lUme* 
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and nothing of the pyre remain* hut a heap of Ted and 

OfifujieiiH glowing embers- " The evil spirit has been destroysni. Thu* 
delivered from her persecutor, the young wifi- will be free 
ir^.iiiK.i from sickness, will not die in childbed, und will bejtr many 
children to her husband ." 1 From this account it apj**rs 
a iiflinnh. that the liantvas attribute the symptoms of puberty in fiMi 1 
to the wound.’! inllicted on them by on ainoroti-. devil, who, 
however, can be not only exorcised bat burnt to m&tl, at 
l lit 5 Lake. 


I *\ SrtiMSttm ■/ Girts a! Puforty in India *inJ CattAtidit 


Svfr moo When u Hindoo ftmhieii reaches maturity slic is kept In 

a ilark rrmm fax four days. and Li forbidden to see the suru 
*mmaiiu She ifl regarded ^ unclean ; mi one may touch her. Her 
,HMnw diet is restricted to toiled rice; milk, ^u^ne b curd, and tamarind 
without salt. On the morning of ihe fifth tidy she goes to 
a neighbouring tank, accomplinied by five women whose 
husbands are alive, Smeared with turmeric water, they aJI 
bathe and return home, throwing away the mat and other 
things that were in the room. 1 The R*fhi Brahman* of 
Bengal compel a girl at puberty to live a3otie F and do nut 
allow her to sec the face of any male. For three days she 
remains shut up hi s dart mom. and has to undergo certain 
penajiceA Fkh* flesh* and sweetmeats are forbidden her; 
Eod-jiLdn siic must live u]>oti rice and ghee/ Among the Tiyana of 
iu£mlp i girl is thought to be polluted for four days from 

s^5iUm iise beginning of her first menstruation. During this lime 
ahe must keep to litt north side of the hati^c, where she 
bleeps an a grass mat of a particular kind, in a mein 
festooned with garlands of young coco-nut leave*. Anothet 
girl keep's her company and sleeps with her. but she may 


* J„ CM&my*, ri A 

Ciifl IP*™, i&s$Ju IS 1 iu nj. 

1 Shib Dmmkf Bw, f/im&af 
*i % m flmfoa m d CiWio, 
iSSlk I* SnpR*djr, after » 

iliilmnffl Im? 7 bn* L^jpU iflirsJfd mth 
ihs ilir~itrt, b* u fcsr tfom dssjs 

«tnctlv forbid ckn 10 v- il» tun. Ik 
may ftr* rtt ** !' J to 

■!*• «-gi f ]llUB UIJ ■ fvpct cur 4 (^6 tklii h 
*islsii«i * mjtiw nr Rh« 4 ^itv uimm 


iitttf, p im lu FUti, bop ^Ilg K^vp 
hil flieli tslb: fileJ, a* fc putlmiun 
inr n*xnp£» *rr kflpl &p ift 4 dun 
rents* toi- ilift*- da;* |l^ V411 
J ‘ S^Twiicn tjui Tiri Hiuijsi Rsli,'" 
TijJcckriJi NtAtfanJuk ItiiiU- 
N’.S., ItrtASol fp. Jfii jf. | 

* (Sir) It. H HltVr. Ttiitt w 
C*stn *f i*f*.5*h Sfkwgt^Alt Ctei' 
{Cdi^ts*. 1%1-r^ir. 1. iji. 


if SECLVS/ON OF GIAIJS /A /SJJJA AtfD CAMUODfA f«j 


*iul touch any other prrwn,, tree or plant. Further, she may 
not iixr the dky, and wot betide her if site catches fight of a 
co/w or a c.it 1 Her diet iniist be strictly vegetarian, without 
salt, tamarinds, or chilli She ie armed against evil spirits 
by a knife, which is placed on iht mat nr carried on her 
pezson. 1 Among the Kappiliyans of Madura and Tinmevdly 
a girl (it her fits* monthly period remains under pollution 
for thirteen days, cither ih a corner ol the house, which is 
screened off for her use by her maternal unde, nr in a 
temporary hut, which is erected by the same relative cm the 
common tttnd of the village On the thirteenth day she 
bathe* in a tank, and, on entering the house, steps over a 
pcsUc and a cake. Near the entrance some food is pieced 
and a dog h allowed to partake of it; but bis enjoyment £& 
marred by suffering P for while he eats ho receive? e *oumI 
thrashing, and the louder lie howls the belter, for the larger 
w{IJ be Hie family io which the yomg-woam will give birth ; 
should there be no howls* there wilt be no children. The 
temporary hut in which the girl passed the days of her 
seclusion Ls burnt down, and the pots which she us*d nic 
smasbed to shivers,’ Similarly among the Parivanuns of 
Madura, wten a gk\ attains to pubwy she is kept for sixteen 
days in a hut, which is guarded at night by her relations; 
and whets her .icqucsl ration Js over the hut is burnt down 
and the pot* die used uic broken into very small pieces, 
because (hey think that if rain-water gathered in any of 
them, the g&J would be dilutes** The Pul&yurs of TnlflU* 
COre build a special hut in the jungle foi the use of a giri at 
pubertythere die remain* for seven days. No one else 
may enter the hut, not even her mother. Women stAtid a 
little wav off and by down fotnj fur her. At the end of the 
time rim h bpatgftl home* dad in a new or ekan doth, and 
friends arr fie-it^l Lo beul-mit, toddy, and anck * Among 
tlw Singhalese a girI it her first vncuinfetiun is Confined to 
a room, where the may neither wre nor he i*cen by any malt 
After being lliu* srt<1 tided for turn weeks she b tabm out, 
with her face emend, and h bathed by women at the back 


* yyt#*f Tftmou, Cntu* Tni** 

Mj i Minin*, *1L 

*1 ** 

1 ifripir riiiiiiuiti, ^ ftV, m. jia. 


J titffir Tlmrttiitt* ^ n>- tL 

* S- ilm«r, 10 h 
**t SbMfluto, iSljh l* 4^ 


*5 SMCim/OW OF c/FIS J T FVFBF TV ch a* 

<rf th-e hmiK. Near ihc tviilihig-pliun drti kept branches of 
any milk-hearing tree* usually of the /ni-tttt In same 
eases, while the time of purification or unclean ness Fails, the 
maiden stays in a separate hm, which b aftenwmb burnt 
down . 1 

s-imirm Ifi C.irnbodb a girl at puberty is put to bed under 

jHjJicVsVnt :i mosquito curtain, where she diould stay -l hundred da; s. 

Usually* however, four, five, ten, or twenty days arc thought 
enough ; and even this, in a hot climate and under the dose 
meshes of the curtain, is sufficiently trying** According to 
another account, a Cambodian uiaidcn at puberty is said 
to * enter into the 3 hade, - During her retirement* which, 
according to the rank and position of her family, may hm 
any time from » few days to several years* she has to observe 
a number of ruses, such as net So be seen by a strange mini, 
not to cat flesh or fish, and so rut. She: goes new here, not 
even to ike pngoda. But tins state of seclusion b diseon* 
tfaued during eclipses; at udi timai die <;ocm forth and 
p.iyk her devotions to the monster who is supposed to enu.m 

eclipses by catching tire Heavenly bodies between Ub iceth, 4 
Jhb permUsiun to beak her rule of retirement and appear 
abroad during an eclipse seem* to Acw how literally thr 
injunction h interpreted which forbids maidens entering tin 
womanhood to look upon the nun. 


| 7 . Ssstuff## #f Girfe af Pubirijt in Fdtk*fat44 

tv iinor A sup-rsUiloii so widely diffused as this might be 

expectetl to leave trace*, in fegetid* and folk-lales. And it 
^ii.l-t/. hsy done «j In a Dan rib story we rend of a princes who 
iw^iu was fated to be carried off by a warlock if ever tlie stui 

^ shone on tier before she had passed her tbMietk year; $o 

‘ti= her father kept tier shut up in Ihc palace, and hail 
■tauJgbi all the windows on tli^ caj^ snttfh, and vvr. --i sides blocked 
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should Thus lose her for evert Only at evening when the 
sun w.\s down. might she walk for a tillte 111 the beautiful 
garden of the castle. In lEme a prince dame a^voofn^ 
followed by a train of gprgeroii* knights arid sqiiiftra on 
horse* nil oblate with gold and silver. The king sa/ti the 
prf&ee: might have Ids daughter to wife on condition that he 
would not carry her away to Ida hoi ill” till stir was thirty 
year* old but would live with her In the castle, where the 
window* looked out only to the north. 'Flic prince agreed, 
ro married they were. The bride rm* only fifteen* and 
fifteen Snore btig weary yt*B mm] pn*s before ihc might 
ilep out of the gloomy donjon* breathe the fresJi air T and 
die mm Rut she and her gallant young Whkgiwm 
loved each other and they were happy Open they ?at 
hand {n Is and at the window looking nut to the north ami 
talked of what they would do when they were fiw. Still It 
was a little dull to look out always at the same window and 
to nothing hut tin: castl* wood** and the distant hiUs 
and the dotrdi drifting silently over them. Weft, one day 
it happened that all the popk in the caulk had gone away 
to a ncightjourEng cattle to witness a tountamcul and other 
gaieties, and the two young folia were left ai Usual all alone 
at the win clow looking out to the imrilu They *at silent 
for a time gating away to the bilk ft wav a grey *ad 
day, the sky wsss and the went tier lecm-ed to 

draw to rain At la*t the prince n T here will he mi 
sunshine to-day, VVlmt if we were to drive *vtf and join 
the rest ar thtf tournament? ” Hit yutBpS r ^ i: Cn11 ' 

5 cntcd l fat she longed to more of the work! iHan those 
eternal green woodt and those eternal blue bilk which were 
all she ever saw Train the window. So the hors** were put 
into the coach* and Ei rattled up to the door* and in They 
got and away they drove* At first all went well I lie 
clouds hung low over the woods* the "wind sighed in ihe 
lrc« h a drearier clay you could hardly imagine. So lht fc y 
joined the rest at the other castle ami took their scat-? to 
watch Lite jousting in the ILns. So intent were they in 
watching the ga> r spectacle of die prancing atced*. the 
fluttering pennons, and the glittering: armour of thr knights* 
that Ihcy failed to matk the chartgft the fatal change, in the 
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weather* F'ir the wind wiu rising and had begun to diapers 
ihi clouds* and suddenly the mil broke through. and the 
glory of it full like an aureole on the young wife, and at 
once she vanished away. N"o sooner did her husband miss 
her from his side than he, too. mysteriously disappeared, 
The tournament broke? up in confusion, the bereft father 
hastened home, and shut himsdf up in the dark castle from 
which the tl^Hi of life had departed. The green woods and 
the blue lulls could stilt be seen from the window that 
looked to the north* but the young faces that had gazed out 
of it so wistfully were goivc, ai it mmed. for everJ 
Tfttfn* A Tyrolese story UsHb how It was the doom of a lovely 

maiden with goldofl hair to be transported into the bdly of a 
Bs^iaiwt whale if e ver a sunbeam fell on her. Hearing of the fame of 
^ j^g t j JC g^m foj her iu be Idl bride, 

and her brother drove live lair damsel to the palace m a 
carefully dosed cnads p hitrurJf filing on the box and 
handling the rdn* On ibe way they overtook two hidiMnrs 
witdic*, who pit tended they (W weary and begged fur a 
lift Ei the coach. At fi^i the brother tefilled to lake them 
in, but his tciuicrdicaftcd sister entreated him to have com¬ 
panion tltc two poor fcKit-eore women ; for you may easily 
imagine that she wo* mt acquainted with thdr true character, 
So dim n he gtU rather anrlily r'mm the Ixjs, upuned the 
coach door, and Jn the two witches stopped, Jang King in 
tbrlr sleeves, But no sooner had the brother mounted the 
box and whipped up the horsey than one of the two wicked 
witches bored a bok in the dosed coack A sunbeam at 
once shot through the hole and fell on the fair damsel* So 
she vanished from the Cj^ach and was spirited away into 
the belly of a wh ate jit the neigh bo uring sea. You can 
imagine ihc corner mi don of the km£. when ihc coach door 
opened and instead of tiis blooming bride out bounced two 
hideous hags ] 1 

Fn a modem Greek folk-late the Fates predict that in her 
fifteenth year a princess must be careful m>i to Id the sun 
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*ldiMJ on her* far if this wrre to happen would |jer turned j.i*ir.n 
into 3i UfmL 1 In another modern Greek talc the Sun bellows 
a daughter upon a child less woman on cOEidhkni of taking lL? nuU 
iho child back to himself when she is twelve years old. So* 
when Erie child was twelve, the mother doled the doors and Hum 
windows aod stopped up all the chinks and crannies, to 
prevent the Sun from coining to letch away her rfarjghlen 
He it ishe forgot to stop ftp Lite key-hole, and a Sunbeam 
Streamed through it and earned off the glrV In a Sicilian 
story a seer foretells that a king trill have a daughter who, 
in her fourteenLh year* will conceive a cliUd by the Sun* 

So, when the child was. born, the king shut her up In a 
lonely tower which bad tin window, lest a sunbeam should 
full on bee, Wbcji she was nearly fourteen years old, ft 
happened that fact patents sent her a piece of roasted kid, 
in which &lie found a sharp bone. With this hone she 
scraped a hole in the wail, ami a sunbeam shot through the 
hok and got her with dilld- 1 

The old Greek story of Danse, who was confined by 
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her father in a subterranean chamber or a hramt tower, 
btlt impregnated hy Zeus, who reached her lit the ?hape 
of a shower of gold, 1 perhaps belongs in the same cGis 
of tales, It has it* counterpart In the legend which the 
Kirghiz of Siberia lc|I of their ancestry. A certain Khun had 
a fair daughter* whom he kept in a dark i ton house* that 
no man might ace her. An old woman tended her; and 
when the girl was grown tn maidenhood she asked the 
old woman, *Whem do you go so often? 4 * 1 My child/ 
said the old dame, 11 there is a bright world. Jo that blight 
world your father and mother live, ami all sorts of people 
live there. That is where J go/ The maiden said* 11 Good 
mother* f will tell nobody , hut shew me that tiny lit worliL* 
So the old woman took tin- girl out of the iron huu r.\ But 
whet I she a ait the bright world* the ghl tottered and fill tiled ; 
and tile eye of God fell upon her, and die conceived. Her 
angry hither put her in 4 Ridden chest and «nt her floating 
away (fairy gold can float in fairyland) over the wide sra.* 
The shower of gold In the Greek dory, and the eye of God in 
the Knghfa legend, probably stand for sunlight and the sun. 

The hka that women may be impregnated by the sun 
b not usienmmon in legends. Thm, for example among 
the Indium. of GtiadicU fn Colombia, it is said, a report 
ioee ran that the aim would im p reg n ate one of their moidcEi* h 
who bhmiLd l>car a child and yet remain ri virgin* The 
chkf had twe daughter and was very dc^iraii* that onr ni 
tliem should conceive in this miraculous manner. So emery 
day he uiidc them climb a hill to the east of his bouse in 
order to he toached by the 6mi beams of thr riling min. 
His wishes were fultihcii* for one of the damsels conceived 
and after nine months gave birth to an emerald. So she 
wrapped it in coiion and placed It in her bosom, and fn a 
few Hays it turned into w child,, who received the home of 
F.raranchsicfia and vvns univi-r^ally resign Lxe*I u u ri of the 
sun/ Again, die Sampan* tell of a woman named Manga- 
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ni.muai, u h«> heeamt pregnant hy footing at the rising aim* 

Her *nn grew up and wa* named "ChlUl uf the Sn11“ At 
Ills marriage he applied lo his mother for n dowry. but she 
bade him apply to his father, the sun, ami told him how to 
ST ri him- So one looming he took a long vine and made 
a nno$e in it ; then climbing up a tree he threw the noose 
over the sun and caught him fast. Thus arrested in Ns 
progress, the luminary asked him what hr wanted, and being 
told by the young man that he wanted a present for his 
bride, the sun obhgingJy packed up :i store of blessings in a 
basket, with which the youth descended lo the CeirtL 1 

Even in the marriage customs of vinous races we may Tmm m 
perhaps detect truces of thk belief that women can be im- 
pregnated lay the sure Thus amongst the Chaco Indian* of tL* ten** 
South America a newly married couple used to alcrp 
first nFght on n umre 1 * Of bullock's *kit. with their heads f**i; r.wH 
! owned* the west, H for the matrbige l* not considered ratified hs ^ 
till the rising stun shines on their feet Lin: uiceecduig warn¬ 
ing" 1 At old Hindoo marriages the first ceremony was the 
H Impregnation-rile 11 {Gar&JtM&ama); during LEie previous 
day the bride was made to look toward.-, the sun or to be in 
*antc way exited to its ray^ 1 Anwngpt Else Turks of 
Siberia It xm% formally the custom op the morning after the 
marriage to lead the young couple out of the hut to greci 
the riling Mire The dartre custom U said to be still practised 
in Iran and Central Ada under a belief that the beams of 
the rising sun are tin- surest tne&m ivf impregnating dm new 
brink;.* Anri is □ome people think that women may t* 
gotten with child by the nun, so nthms imagine lhal they j i:#g;uM Uii, 
can conedve by the moon. According to the Greenlander* 

1 Cirai^ Tuifler. LL,D M 'SfMvu; a Cta*i zad etkcl tmdtm moja 

Anerfci l p T^mcMB^MU i** i>W 
Av*fr y N-^ Itfe 

yjj. Atnct^tl lire L-mruj, 
fniliiui wf itl* IkiaffTiijm Ctwco ilif 
rruxiidr? fc*u »tifwi|M'uionlb 
St* W. Itniia^ M*- 

/.mi 

jUrakut* l?rrk p ITO 
* rt*+%Ai 

r'n /W« (Luttitan* I Sd J. L P- 

3j4, 

"ml ZUf 7 -*r***rm* r & 

lUsiH^ *!*■ 


/Aw***r Ymri *£t ettxf Ay fr* 
| txwwtmi* ji, j:au F^t mlw 

f.l Ma& |aJt&, AlfctJpfe 

Itaitti FfcMj* Af 

I^w d L 4 f 6 * vi. 3 (, ; AW/J 

^ & p. 14% I 7?? {fun*, 

i®£S}a A. PAntukf, *■ tWinitdtil 
4 m iJlflTI iln IwIlKSTFft 

CcWM^" S&ntiqru+tWtkH dtr 

ir,J^ Oili^ 4 ^rr iajfrfi', 

iirr n*hu^ieks^tm fVpirrivjl, Ivii 

MSCffJpp. ^^5 ^ 

* TlieMi J* IIfllifimum, “On the 


76 sncumoM or amis a t finer t r «i ** 

Lhe mobil [5 a young ma» T emsJ he " now and lltcu cooks 
down to ”ive ttelr wive* a visit and caress them ; for wfudi 
reason no woman dart- deep lying upon her Luck, without 
ste first ipits upon her linger* anil mbs her belly with it 
For the iame reason the young maids arc afraid to stare ton^ 
at the moon* imagining they may get 4 child by the bar¬ 
gain n 1 Similarly life ton peasant* are reported to bdievc 
that women or girJf w|in expotbkir person* to the moon¬ 
light may impregnated Ijy it and give birth to mortstcis/ 
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§ Xrasuxt /br tk? Stduti&n $f Girls M Pu&trtj 

Tile motive for the r^traints so commonly imposed on 
girl a al puberty is the deeply engrained dread which primi¬ 
tive man universally entertains of menstniDUs blood. He 
fears it at all times but especially on its fint appearance f hence 
the restrict ion! under which women Heat their fiist menstrua¬ 
tion are usually more stringent than those which they have 
to oh-icrve at any subsequent recurrence of the mysterious 
flow- Some evidence of the fear and of the customs based 
on it lias been died in an earlier part of this work ;* but sl* 
the terror, for it is nothing lew> which the phenomenon 
periodically strikes into the mind of the savage has rice ply 
mftucucct! Ids life and Institutions^ it may be well to illustrate 
the subject with some further example* 

Thu* in the Encounter Bay tribe of South Australia 
there Is, or used to be, a Hl superdition which obliges a wuman 
to separate herself from the camp at the lime of her monthly 
Illness, when, if a young man or boy should approach, she 
calk out, and he {mmcdialdy makes a circuit to avoid her. 
If she b neglectful upon ihh point, lhe exposes herself to 
scolding; and oomctlmtri to severe beating by her Imsbnnd 
or trcyirc.it relation, because- the b^ys arc to hi from their 
infancy, that if they sec the blood they will early become 
grey-headed, stud their strength will fat] prematurely . 111 And 
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of the South Australian aborigEnt* in gentr*) we read that 
there Si a "custom requiring all band uninitiated young 
men to sleep at some dbiUnre from the hull of the adults* 
and to remove altogether away in the mnrtdng a* soon as 
daylight dswns* and the native* begin to move about. Thh 
h to prevent their seeing the women* some of whom may be 
menstruating : and if looked upon by the ytimg males, it ia 
supposed tliat dine results* will follow." 1 And ihe*e 

tribes women in their courses “are not -allowed to eat fis^h of 
any kind* or to go near the water at all; it hung; one of 
iheir superstitions, that if a female, in that state* goc* near 
die water* no success can be expected by the men in fish¬ 
ing."- Similarly, among the natives of the Murray River, 
menstruoua women “were not allowed to go nrar water fur 
fear of frightening the fidi + They woe also not allowed to 
eat them, for the same reason, A woman during such 
periods would never cross the river in a canoe, or even fetch 
water for Lite camp. It was sufficient for her to say Tfmnui, 
to ensure her husband getting the water himself * 1 The 
Dicri of Central Australia believe that if women at rhese 
times were to eit fish or bathe Jn a river* the fish would all 
die and the wuter would dry up. In tbit trita .« mark made 
with red ochre round a woman's mouth indicates that die 
hAs her courses; no one would offer fisli to such a womfiflu* 
The AraEtta of Central Australia forbid xncrnjmious women 
to gather 1 the trriakuni btilhs* which form a Stapk article of 
diet for h&ib met) and women. They believe that were a 
woman 10 break this rule, the supply of buJb* would fail 1 
Among the aborigine* of Victoria th* wifi? ui her monthly 
periods had to sleep on rhe opposite aide of the fire from her 
husband ; she might partake of nobody's food, and nobody 
would paitake of hers, for people thought shat if thry ate or 
drank anything that had Ixcn touched by a tmcuui In her 
euurses* it would make them weak or ill Unmarried girl* 
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and wdttatr* Hi ssidi limes had to j^rtt tlictsr head* and tlitr 
upper psm of thdr bmlicK red* 1 flti doubt as a danger 
signal 

In same Australian tribes tile seclusion of mcn^tmnug 
fSSSu* women ft its even more rigid* ami was enforced by severer 
'i. inn . f penalties ihau a scolding or a beating. Thus with regard 
' to certain Iribt* of New Smith Wales and Southern Queens* 
** hi land ivc arc told dint“ during the monthly illness* the woman 
h not atbwcd 10 touch anything that men use* or even 
to walk on a path that any man frequents, on pain of 
death * 2 Again, "There h a regulation relating to camps in 
tile Wakdbura tribe which forbids the women coming into 
the encampment by the same pat Si a-; Lhc men. Any viftk- 
don of thi" rule would in a targe camp be punished with 
death. A lie reason for t his ts tin: dicaJ with which they 
regard the menstrual period of women. During mth * time, 
a wurtiau is kept eutixety away From the camp, half a mile 
Bi leaai. A womari in such a condition Iumi boughs of some 
tree of her totem lleti round her lotus, and is constantly 
wutclicd and guarded* far it Is thought ilia! should any mate 
be $0 unfottunatc w- to see a woman b ^tith a condition, 
iu? would die. If such a woman were to lei licrsdf he 
seen by * man, she wmld probably be put to death. 
When the woman lift* recovered she fa primed red and 
white, her head covered with feathers* and return* to the 
camp / 11 

In Mura lug* nnr of the Torres Strain Idimd*. n 

Wf ipii |!_ | ,j 

tnenstnmui wom;in may not cat anything that lives in the 
mVv 1 - ^ t ^ c natives believe that the BaJunte would fail* 
titmu*** Again, in M atm tag, another of these [glands* women who 
[. have their courses on them may not cat turtle flesh nor 

timrm, turtle cg^s* probably for a simitar feii-ioiL And during the 
^ L '' season when the tunics are pairing the restrictions laid on 
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'UsH .1 woman are much severer. She may nbl even enter 
hmise in which there is turtle flesh, nor approach a fire mi 
which the flcsii h cooking r she may not go neiir the sen and 
site should not walk on Iht bead) below high-water mark 
Nay. the Infection extends to her hiuhandj who may not 
him-cb harpoon nr otherwise T-iktr an native pan in catching 
mrtic ; however, lie is permitted to form me of the ervw on 
i turlliftg cx|Mxiition 4 provided he takes the precaution of 
mbbing his nmipits with ecru in leaves, 10 which no doubt it 
dcmyfrcUnf virtue is ascribed , 1 Among the fvsi of German 
Now Guinea women- at tfidr monthly aickiHsa muxt live in 
litttc huts huiit fur them til the forest; they may not enter 
the cultivated held?* for If they did go to them, and the pi^v 
were to to,sic of the hlunr^ it would Jaspfrr she a nima l*, with 
an irresistible dtrsitn to go likewise into t he field#* where they 
would commit great depredations on She growing crop*. 
Hence the issue from women at these rimes b carefully 
buried to prevent the pigs from getting at it And 
conversely, If the pig* often lit^ak into the fields, the blame 
is Lid on tht- ftvmen who by the neglect of the elementary 
precaution ■ have put temptation in the way of the nm fl&* 

In Gakli, to the wnt of New Guinea, women it iftdr 
monthly periods tniy not enter a *- baco>- ik! if or the 
plants would tie Attacked by disease, 1 Thr M fn Angle*- 
Iwmers of Sumatra are penunded that if r, woman In her 
UncJcin -tatc were to gn near a riccdield ( the crop would hr 
spoiled , 1 

The Itu^hmcn of South Africa think that* by a glance of th 1*4 
m giif* eye at the time wlicn ttbo ought ro be kept in strict 
fdirnincnt, men become fixed Iri whatever prmcton they 
happen to occupy, with whatever they were holding m ihefr 
hand*, and are changed Into trees that talk,' Lattlc rearing ^ 11 
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Iribc* of South Africa hcild |h + i: ihdr cattle would die if the 
tnijk were drunk by a menstruum woman ; 1 md they fear 
ihe same disaster if a drop of her blood wen- to fiill on the 
ground and the oxen were to pass over it. To present such 
% calamity women in general, not meustruou^ women on\y t 
am forbidden to enter the cnith: endosunr ; nud more than 
Umt^ they may not u*o the ordinary paths in entering the 
rlltage or in ft Losing: from one ImX to another* They are 
obliged to make drcuiioin tracks at the hade of the huu in 
order to avoid the ground In the middle of tier village where 
tlu? cattle stand or lie down- The*e womens trucks may be 
1*^4 seen at every CpttFro village . 1 Similarly among the Bahama, 
e«tk 4 we«fli 3 g tribe of AnkoJe, In CemrraJ Africa, no 
mcrtltriUHi* woman may drink milk. left by so doing she 
mbac# should Injure the cow*: and she may not lie on her 
OaotfHi^ husband's bed. Tie doubt Ic^t fihe diriLilri! injure him* In deed 

Africa ^he h forbidden to lit on a bed nt all ami mmt deep on the 
ground. Her diet rs restricted to vegetables and beer. 1 
Among the Hagunila, in like manner* rso eh > mmious wo marM 
might drink milk or come into contact with tiny milk-vessel ; 1 
and she might not touch any thing that belonged to her 
husband* nor nit on his mat, nor ct>>k his food- ] f she touched 
anything of hi* at such a time it was deemed ei^ivnlerit to 
wishing him dead Of tu actually working magic for hi* 
destruction , 1 Were she to handle any ankle <if hi** Ik 
would surely fall til ; were she to handle his weapon*, he 
would certainly be killed ju the next battle. Even a woman 



\ 


1 Urv.JiM 

Culirnin, Suprtiibkau j 
-1! S-,n 4 fb Ai’itcsn Tifta, - /wmi/ ^ 
u j 

|il I j$ i tJ + ‘ i** A/n^ S^HinJ 
fedisKm {UfrtoK itsuj, jk ±ji 

* t>M'l% KidJ, T\* Mntwnl JE^/r 

(Lrataa, 1^5-ii. p. ajSj Vfr. W.mi'* 

K«Oh j* Coil VlrtcEcttaV C^r^n^'uK 
Onrtm 

l^wn, p* ^ a, ; I 6 r*\ I 

HadiJanaJli, /.^i 1 rrv J/rtfUj p jj | « 

-i * A L #krAfl ca/JQrt i i , r + 

ms. Jlrax! A. Jun, 4 

- J Ua fcni: t pf| 01 ii i]o 

IbtrtCM Sual AiYkiiiu ri kpn 

Sf'f.trt, rT^jrv .-/ ** ■].vl. 1 ^> f 


L (l^lQj p. i.jtk Tlir* ilitiiTr &F i1s*lb 
fc* iKf ^xriSfi iron lti*r Ltixxl of wnffirii! 
■■ iHuiiUonfd «iljf hy >Tj. KWiL Tli* 
pjrt *4 lh# "jUfcftijr whinS k frfitpwtfil 
foj ih* ean]^ flfio wakll ac^ulicr’f 

myii te ijiiiftflpil try MfKTLH^ h&i * 

ipociflt namw. ra*nW*il {Mr. Winter’* 
fiotri, Ai-Jj 

* tU*. J. RoDeneL* 11 1 'hc EUMiuj^ ft 
Titba iJ ■-/ 

Af ; j t 

b 9 °? i t L - l!l ^ 

1 Ucv, /, K^ch, 
fl^hdmi, |~k 419 . 

1 Itrr. J. 4. 1 rm ,-1 ;f■! /*#■ JS^inlk, p 

QU. 


If 


StEASOm; /Of: THE SECLUSION OF OM/Jf * r 

who did run menstruate wits Lnjllcvf.il by the flags iuIb l» lr 
* ““Cc 1}f tlaftger to her husband. Indeed capable of killing 
him. Hence, before he went to war, he used to wound Iter 
slight iv with his spear so as to draw blood; this was thought 
To ensure his safe reiuin , 1 Appainilly tin- notion wa> that 
if the wife did not lose blood In one way or another, her 
husband would be tiled in war to make up for her deficiency ; 
*o by way of guarding again , 1 this undesirable event, hr took 
care to relieve her of a little superfluous blood be hire he 
repaired to the field uf honour. I'urthcr, the Haganda 
would not offer a menstruotn woman to vlail a well; If 
she did so, they leu ted that the water would dry tip, and 
that she herself would fall sieJr and die, unless she confessed 
her fault and the mijdicine-uiau wade atonement for her , 4 
Among the Akikuyu of Utftish Ka*v Africa, if « ric w hut a 
built in a village and the wife chances to menstruate in it On 
M e day die lights the fit*! fit, liir.c, the hut must be hraktn 
down and demolished the very fir*t flay. The w cun an may 
on no accoum steep .1 second night in it ■ there is a curse 
(iktth*. ‘ 3 th on her and on it.* In the Suk triiw < f iSriinb 
jfa.it Africa warriors may not eat anything that has. been 
touched by incnslntnus women. If they did *>, It Is 
believed (hat they would luvr thdr virility; " in the rain 
they will -driver and In the lir.it the) will faint" Snk men 
and TOUT lake their meah apart, |>ccau^ the men fear that 
one or more of the women may be menstruating . 1 The 
Anymtija of Uritish Centra] Africa. A i the southern end of 
Lake Nyaasa, think that a man who should deep with a 
woman i« her courses would full tick and die, unless some 
remedy w era applied in time, And with them it is .1 rule that 
at such times a woman should not put any salt into the food 
she is cooking, otherwise the people who partook of the ibod 
salted by hur would suffer from a certain disease culled 
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ifentpt t; hence to obviate the dinger *hc calls .- l.^eIjJ Jo pul 
the saJL into the disk} 

imi\ Among live Ho*, a tribe of Ewe negroes of Togo* 
miinrwH West Africa, so long as a wife Jim bur monthly 

nekur-* may not cook for her husband, nor lie on 
SI 1 hH bed. nor dt on hb stool; an infraction of these rules 
would assured!) 1 * it Is belleved, cause he* husband to 
die. If hur husband is a pric^or a rm^ioEir, or chief, 
dw may not ptM the days of her midiwines* in the hoy sc, 
but must gn dse where till she h clean. 1 Among tJie Ewe 
negrnesJ of thb region each village ha9 iti huts where women 
wIif> Jinve their Courses on them miJ*E -spend their time 
secluded from intercourse with ether people. Sorm-timesthete 
hut* standi by them selves in publk place* ; sometime* they 
«ire mere shelters btdlt either m the back or front of the 
ordinary dwell ing-hnu ter*. A woman b punishable if she 
does not pass the tune nf tier monthly sickness in one of 
these him or shelters provided for her use, Thu?, if she 
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shews herself in her own house or evert in the yard of the 
house* she may be fined a sheep* wlilch h killed, Its tflcahi 
divided among the people, and iu blood poured on the image 
of rhe chief god as a sin*offbrmg to expiate her offence. 
She is also forbidden to to the place where the villagers 
draw water, and if she breaks the rule, site must give a goat 
to be killed : i:s Llcsh is dlslrlhuted, and iL' bJood T diluted 
with water and mixed with herbs, Ls ipfiitlrfcti cm the 
watering place and nn ihc ji;Ub* Leading to in Were any 
worn .lil to disregard t he**- lalntary precautions, t hp chief 
faLkh. man In the villa ;c would I'jJ sick and die, which would 
be an irreparable lo*s tn society . 1 

Hie mlmcuJuus virtue i&cribed 10 mtmftrtitmi blood fa wdj 
Illustrated in a siory fold by the Amb dimuider Tabari He 
rtiklc^ how Sapor, king of Perrin, besieged die tfmitg city of 
Atnu:, in the desert of Mesopotamia, fur several year, without 
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bciii S nblc to take ft. Hut the kiti- of the city, whew name 
wan ly.ivjv.n, ItArJ JI dnughtur, (Thl f.lmi j* w*s with Her r.iler 
the manner of women die went forth ffvm tlmrfty anti dwelt 
r«*r .1 time in Lhe suburb, far nidi was the custom of the jihiee. 

Now- it fell out that while she tarried there, S#|^r saw her 
mkI loved her, and site loved him for lie U'a* a handsome 
m ill and she a lovely maid. Ami die said to him, " What 
wFU you ifivc im if J dietv y■ (i Imv,- you titty destroy the 
walls or thfi city* and day my father ? “ And he said in her, 

” 1 will give you what you will, and f will exalt you above 
my other wives, and will yciti neaier T« me than them 
alt." Then die said tv him, - 'lake a greenish duve with a 
fin : about its neck, and write something on its foot with the 
menu mo ua bluod of ,i blur-eyed maid ; then let the bird 
loose, and it will perch on the walls of the dty, and they 
will fall down" For that, uya the Arab ftisforiatj. was lhe 
talisman uf the city, which ■ mild not be destroyed in any 
other w.iy. And Sapor did as she bade him, and the dty 
fell down In a heap, and he summed it md stow Dairan on 
the *pold 

According to the Talmud, if a woman at the beginning Drtml hr 4 
flf her period tftlwten two men, ?htr there by kills one ^ 

1 hem ; if she pav^ between tlir-m towards lhe end of her 
period, sbe only caUrse* them to q\iAm\ Violent ly * 1 Mai mo- 
nidm tdl> tjfl tli,n down to bin time it woh a coalman ens-tom m 
in (he Kaet t® keep women at their perft.uU m n separate 
hoiw amt In burn everything on which ihcy Jisirt trodden ; 
a man who spoke with *uch n woman or who wag merely 
exposed tn thr 5 ,imc ft ind th;at blew over her, became thereby 
unclean.^ Pc.ua nls of the Lebanon think that mrnsuuqiis 
women are lhe crm*e of main misfortunes ; tlinir shadow 
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etiu^ei flowers to either and trees to perish, it even arrest* 
tlnr movements of serpents ; if one of tlieni moum* a horse, 
Ibe anini.il might die or a: least be disabled fur a Jung time.* 
In Syria to this eay a woman who ha* hej cfliirse-i on jn.f 
may neither salt nor pickle, for the people think th.ri whnt- 
cvet she pickled or salted would not kr--p.* The Toaripi of 
New Guinea, doubtless for a similar reason, will not allow 

Sri ™ cn . At * Bcl ‘ Jimcs «**.' The film lysis, a Dmvldbn 

in Soutli Mlrtiplir, arm: sas4 to fod an inttiiie iln~ad of 

™» mens?rial pollution. Every hot,- h» two docm, nne of 
whtch is used only by women hi ihi* condition, l foring her 

impurity lltc wife is fed by her huitcmri .1 j?.,rt from the rest 
of the family, and whenever she has ro quit the bouse nhr i-i 
..Mi-cd to creep out on Iter hand,. ,md knees m order not 10 
defife the Hutch by her touch* Thr Khnnvirj, another 
ahirtgiaai iribs of the same district, keep their women .it 
such seorons fn the miter verandah of the house for eight 
days, mid will nut let them enter the kitchen or the cmv- 
li 'use; during this time the unclean woman may* not cook 
nor even touch the cooking vessels, When the right d ays 
are over, she bathes, w;whw her clothes, and returns to futuily 
. Hmd«» women seclude themselves at thdr monthly 
p**.rii«!s and observe a number of rules, such as not to drink 
miik, tint to milk cows, not to touch fire, not to tic on a hi;;h 
bed, not to walk on common paths, not to ctX);U the tr.iefe 
of animals, not to walk by the side of flowering plants, and 
not to observe the heavenly bodies,* The motive for the* 
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restrictions is not: mentioned; hnl prttbabjy it }« n dread of 
the baleful infiucsiec which fa supposed to cruanal. from 
women it these tittits. The Panto, who mtrnite fire, 
will not suffer mcmtruoits women 10 see it or even to look 
on a Sighted taper ; 1 during their infirmity the women retire 
from their houses to little ledges In the country, whither 
vtctuiils are brought to them daily; at the end of thdr 
seclusion they bathe and ietid a kid, a fowl, qt a pigeon to 
the priest as an oS , e^illE; r , ]n Ann.im a woman at her Dimd ans 
monthly periods is deemed a centre o! impurity. and contact ,f 

with tier is avoided- She U subject to all sorts of restric- 
lions which she must observe herself and which others most Av,lJm 
observe towards her. She may nut much any food which i» 
to be preserved by ailing, whether it In- fish, flesh, or vege- 
lab!cs ; for were she to loach it the food would putrefy. 

She may not enter any sacks! place, she may not be present 
at any religious ceremony. The linen which she n«ii3 at 
such times must be wathvd by herself at sunrise, never at 
night. On reaching puberty girls may not much flower* or 
the fruit* of certain trees, for touched by them tin: flowers 
would lade ami the fruits fall to the ground "it is on 
•neon lit of their reputation for impurity that the women 
generally live totaled. In every house they have an 
apartment reserved for them, and they never eat at the 
saiiu- table ss the mem for the ■'-arci- reason they me 
excluded from all religious ceremonies. They may only be 
present .11 lamily cemni.'ntcs, but without ever officlalinir in 
them." 1 

i lie Guay quirk* of the Orinoco think that when a tt:i»l«iS 
woman has her courses, everything upon which she step* "* 

will die, and that if ■* man treads on the place where she women 
ha> parsed, his legs will immediately swell up,* Among tire 
(jiurauncw of the same great river, women at their period* &»'"■ *«J 
an; regarded ui unclean ami kept apart in -jxicial huts, where 
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all tbit they need U brought to them. 1 In Like manner 
among the Piu|»o<:o^. an Indian tribe on the G u.iyabcfo, a 
tributary of the Orinoco, a mcnstitmn, itoman is secluded 
from her family fiver)' month for four or five dgyj. She 
passes the time in a special hul, thither her husband brings 
her food; and at rise end of Use thru: slit- takes a bath anti 
resume* her usual occupations , 5 So .uunng the Indians of 
the Mosquito territory iti Central America, -then a woman 
iri her courses, she must quit the village for seven or eight 
days. A small hut h Imiit for her in the wood, and at 
nigh! some of the village girls go and sleep with her to 
keep her company. Or if the nights arc dark ami jaguars 
are known hr be prnuiiim in i|> neighb.-.Lirlwxxl, her husband 
will take his gun or hov. and -*!r-ep In a hammock near her. 
She may neither handle nor ■:.> >J; food ; all is prepared and 
carrJ.-'d lq her. When the sickness Is over, . hr: bathes in the 
river, put* on dun rlothen, and returns to her household 
liuritt*,* Among the Ebi-hr; Indians of l.'nsm R jen a girl a.j 
her first iiiciutnutkin ret Ires to a hut built for the purpose 
ui tli" Lukm. •in*] there she must sfsiy til] she hns been 
purified by a medicine.man, who breathes on her and plates 
various objects, ?uch as feather*, tbs beaks of bird*, the teeth 
of bcaflii. and so forth, upon her body, married woman 
at her periods remains in tire house with tier husband, Lull 
she is reckoned unclean <lukitru \ :ujd must avoid all In timate 
relations with him. She uses for plates only banana leaves, 
which, when the but done with them, she throws away In a 
sequestered spot; for should a cow find and eat them, the 
animal would waste away and jwrish. Alv.. she drinks 
only out of a special vessel, because any person who should 
afterwards drink out of the same vessel would Infallibly 
pine away and die. 1 
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Among most tribt-v <if North Aroferlcan hiiltan* (he ttnad emi 
custom was. Midi women in ihdr com its retired from I he ,oetM ; ifll>o1 

Hu uffltl 

camp nr the village and lived during the time of their »m*» 
liildtuime&i In specie huts or fhditn which were appro- i352/j 
pdaled to their u^c, There lhey dwelt aj^irt, eating and 
sleeping by tlusmaeJvt^ inning them selves at their own 
firc\ and strictly abstaining from all communications with 
men, who shunned them *jupt if they were -stricken with 
the plague. Kq art id Sr of furniture used in these menstrual 
huts might he used in any other, mai even the Bint and steel 
with which in the old days the fires were kindled. No nne 
would borrow a light from a woman in her secluriua If 
a white man in Jug ignorance naked to light hi* pipe at 
her fire, she would refuse lo grant the request, tdfing him 
That it wonSd maker hh nusc hired and his head nche, arid 
lhat he would fall okk in con sequence. If nn Indian's 
wooden pipe cracked, his friends would think that he had 
rhbrr lit it at one of th™ polluted nr had held some 

converse with a woman during her retirement* which was 
esteemed a most disgraceful and wicked thinpr to do. 

Decent men would not approach within a certain dbsannc 
of a woman at such times* and if they had to convey any¬ 
thing to her they would stand some forty or fifty paces off 
and throw it to her* Everything which was touched by her 
bauds during this period wratf deemed ceremonially unclean* 

Indeed her touch was thought to convey iucb pollution that 
if she chanced to lay a finger on :t chiefs lodge or hi-: gun 
or anything else belonging lo him. It would be instatally 
destroyed* IT she crossed the path of a hunter or a warrior, 
his luck Iqt that day St least Would Lie geme. Were she not 
thus secluded, ii was xuppofod that the men would be 
attacked by disease* of various kind*, which w< uld prove 
mortal In some tribes a woman who infringed the rules; of 
separation might have to answer w ith her life fiir any tuts- 
fnttunej that might liupjieu lo IndividLiais or to the tribe In 
coiisequence, as ft was supposed, of her criming negligcfilXp 
When she quilted her tent Or hut to go into retirement, the 
fire in ii was extinguished and the thrown away out¬ 

side of the village, and a new fire was kindled, as if the old 
km c had been defiled by her presence. At the cm! of their 
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the women bathed in running stream* ant! returned 
1 o their usual occupations . 1 

£2*1™ r r J ]mS ' - ta , TJLk !, CXan, P 1 ^ tllc Creek anti kindred 
*nnuT!MM$ lntlians °» £ nfi United Stp.t« comficllcd women it 

r ast r tfo " tD livc !n Uu[% 31 <«««** 

ct«k. riom the village, There the women hnd to stay-, at the 
SET ™ k ° f ^ stir PriKd and cut off by enemies' [ t was 
gs thousht a most horrid ami dtuigeieu* pollution" to go 
f’loiirj ^ ear c . a t *ucJt limes ; and the danger extended 

to enemies who. ir they slew the women, had !o cleanse 
thrives from the pollution by means of certain sacral 
herbs and *«K* Similarly, the Choctaw women had 10 
quit !heir huts during their monthly periods. and might not 
return tjl[ alter they had been purified While their mt- 
cleanness Luted they had io prepare their own food. The 
men be,l(:Vi -- 't they were to approach a mrn&ruatu 
woman, they would fall T||, and that some mishap would 
overufe iheitj wlicn they went to the wars,* When an 

f m :’, WOmi ' n !iriS hcr courts on her, She retire* fremi I he 
fim.lv to a little shelter of bark or supported by 

f; cH - h r 4 * kfnctie9 * ** a » d «*&* ^ 

Uer seclusion lasts four days. During this Jirne she may 
not approach or touch a horse, for the Indian* believe that 
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C0jitamiiKtfi>n would Impoverish or weaken the animal 1 
Aihoiir the Foiiiwatomfr the women at their monthly 
periods ■' are not allowed to associate with the rest of the 
tuition ; they are completely laid aside, anti are not per- 
milted to touch any tin tele of furniture or food which the 
men have occasion to use. If (he Indians be stationary at 
tiie time, the women are placet! outside or the camp; Sf on 
a nrnrch, they arp not alfcwcd to follow the trail, hut must 
hike a different path and keep at a distance from the main 
h'dy ' , Ainnn^ ihe Cheyennes men strung women slept 
In special lodges; the men believed tliut if they slept with 
their wives at such times, they would probably be wounded 
In iLtir iT'Xt IratlIr. A man w!)r> owned a -lucid had rey 
particularly to lx? on his guard against women in their 
courses. He nujjht not go into a lodge where one of (hem 
happened to be, net even into a lodge where one of them 
had been, until a ceremony P f pwifimtion Had been per- 
formed. Sweet gr.iii and juniper ..ere burnt in the tent, 
a:i.: tlie jjegs were pulled irp and the covering thrown back, 
aa if the lent were about to be struck. After this pretence 
uf tkvampfng from the polluted s|K>t the owner of the shield 
might enter the tent. 1 

TTie Slaeells Indians of liritish Columbia imagined Qmd 
that if a menstnlous woman were to step over a bundle '* t * l * nnf 
of arrows, the arums would thereby be rendered useless 
and might even cause ihe death of tbetr owner; and 
similarly that if she passed in front of a hunter who carried 

a (PW, 'he weapon would never shoot straight again, ail “ mijk ' 
Neither her Husband nor her father would dream of going 
out to hunt while she was in this state ; and even ir he 
had wished to do so, tltc oilier Iiunlcrs would not yo 
with him, Hence, to keep them out of barm's way, the 
women, both married find unmarried, were secluded ,it these 
times for four day's In shelters. 4 Among the Thump*, a 
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Indians of British Columbia every ivunyn hud tv foliate 
herself from the re*! of the people during every recurring 
period ol mmirtruiitiun, and hat! to live ronw little- nay off 
in :j small brush or kirk lodge made for the purpose, At 
tliese times she was considered unclean, must use cooking 
and eating utensils of hr/ own. and vr.rs supplied wilh food 
by sonic other Wi-*nian Jr she -■ rn■ ■ i-r-':ii nut of n pijieother 
rii.in her own, thill pipe .'.oil Id (*ter nflor wands be jiot to 
smoke. If she trussed in front of « gun, that gun would 
thenceforth he useless for the war or the chase, unless 
indeed the owner promptly washed the weapon in " m«fc- 
cine fit struck the woman with it once on each principal 
jw/l of her body, If a man ate or hud any intercourse 
with a menstruous woman, nay if he merely wore clothes nr 
mocassins made r-r patched by her, he would liave had luck 
in hunting and the bears would attack him fiercely. Before 
being admitted *gain among the people, she had u» chat ■ ■ 
all her clothes and waits several times in clear water. The 
dofhes. worn during her isolation were hung on a tree, to be 
iiseij. next time, or to foe washed. For one day after enuring 
hack among thr people she did not cook food, Were a 
imm hi car food cooked hy a woman at such time*, lie would 
fiavc in capacitated himsdr for hunting and exposed himself 
to sickness or death* 

Among tlie CMppeways ami other Indians of the 
Hudson Bay Territory, menstruum, women are excluded 
from the camp, and take up thdr abode In huts of branches. 
They wear long hoods, which effectually conceal the head 
and bratsL They may not lunch the household fttmftun: 
nor any objects used by men, for their touch “b supposed 
to defife them, so that their subsequent use would be 
followed by certain mi/chief or mil fortune “ such as disease 
Df death, They must drink out af a swan's i Kl|lC , They 
m ij not walk on the comnHin pailr, nor cross thr tracks of 
; They ritit never permiUtd io walk mi the ice of 
nur* or lake-, or near the part where the men am hunting 
beaver, or where .. fishing-net is set, for fo Hr c f averting 
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Itielr ftiM :£c±± They arc m\m prohibited id those tunes from 
par taking of the Is tad of any nnttufl] p and even from walking 
In or cm-uung the track where the bead of a J&gt, moose, 
beaver, and many oilier tnlmith hmre lately been carded, 
either cm a Pledge or on the back To be gu thy of a viola¬ 
tion of this custom U considered m of the graitot importance; 
bcdmle they firmly believe that it would be n mean* of 
jirevcaliiig the hunter fr£m having an eqml success In his 
Future excursions^ 1 So the Lapps forbid women at men- 
%mi.iEiuEi to walk on that part of ibr *hore where I hr Asher 9 
are in the Imbit of Kiting -mji ihdr mh ; = »iul the Esquimaux 
uf Bering Si rail believe that if hunters were to come near 
women hi ihrfr courses they would catch no game , 1 

Hut the bdfafa and tfnpcretitiona of this, son that ot<sm\ ami 
prevail among the western tribes of the great Deiir pr 
Tituidi n 1 * :<zk ( 10 which the Chippcway* belong* have been »nm« 

-o wt= U described by an experienced ml^icurary* that I 4n"™-'*i!^' 
will give his description in hts own words* Prominent * v ^ 
among the ceremonial rites of these Indians, he says* hllU * utL 
“are- the oh'Merrance> peculiar to the fair ssex, and many 
of them are remarkably amdugtius to those practised by 
the Hebrew women, so much so that, were u not savouring 
of profanity* Tilt ordinances* of the Ddnd ritual code might 
be termed a new edition ‘ revised and considerably augmented * 
of the Mosaic ceremonial law, Among ihe Carriers/ ns Ciui^m 
soon as a girl has experienced the first flow of the menses 
which in the female consiimfon are a natural dketuu-ge, Cip¬ 
her father believed himself under the obligation of atoning 
for her supposedly sinful condition hy a gmall irrtpnoniptu 'lewEnjnui 
dt^mbutcan of clothes among the native?. This ttcriucllcal **“*" 
suite of women was considered a* one of legal impurity 
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fateful both to lhe man who happened to have anv inter- 

« Uf ^ »*th l*r, and io the woman 

herself who failed or scrupulously observing all the rites 
prt'senbed by -ridcnt usage for person, fn her condition. 

biwu entering Into th.it stage of her life, the maiden 
!*" unmedbldy wquetewd from company, even that of 
her parents, and compelled to dwell in a small branch hut 
fay herself away fmm beaten palW and the paic of Msent- 
hy - A:i ^ w " *Wppo*d ^ exercise malefic influence on 
any man who might inadvertently glance at her, she Juul to 
wear a sort of hcad“dre» combining io itself the purpose* of 
a vcj|, a lxjunet. and a mantle*, j( was mil ,j c 0 j- 

T t apvd ,ikC a lons fri,, S c completely 
fmm view the face and breads; then it formed oti 
lie head a de»-fittmg cap or bonnet, -uid finally fell fn a 
broad bond almost to the h«|* Thu faead-dr^s wu* made 
* , publicly placed on her I,aid by a paternal .mill, who 

received m oner sene present from Hie girl’s fuller. When 
three or four years later, the period of sequestration ceased, 
only till* same aunt hud the right to take off her niece's 
cemnmurd bead-dress. Further™, the girl’, finger* 
wrists, and leg* at the ankles and immediately below*the 
knee, wore encircled with ornamental rings and bracelets of 
sinew intended as a protection against Ute malign influences 
she to supposed to be po u e*«l with . 1 To a bdt mrdinir 
Krr waist were suspended two horn- Implement, called 

?%£*& «"?*“ CbrJnC ivbe) afld T*&h* (head 
SCT ? tchcri Jhe (orsTlcr wa> » hollowed swan bone to drink 
wuh, any ether mode of drying boto, unlawful to her. 
The latter was Wk-Hke and w« called Into requkilfot, 
whenever ite wanted to scratch her head^immediate con- 

“Jfe ,,lC lwad tei "3 ^puted injutfoua to 

her health. While tlius deluded, she was called oxfe, tlnu 
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ii REASONS FOR THE SECUISIQN OF GJRLS tj_j 

is " interred alive T in Currier, and <h* had to submit to a 
rigorous Tast and abstinence. Her only allowed food con. 
si^cd of tlrfed fish Urifcd in a small bark Vtsml which 
nobody els-’ must touch, and she had to abstain especially 
tom of any kind, a* well as fresh fish. Nor was this 

all rile hud to endure ; even hn contact, however remote, 
with these two articles of diet was -n dreaded that she could 
not cTOks the public path! nr trails. or the tracks of animals. 
Whenever absolute necessity constrained her fo go beyond 
such 5j>o!s, she hud to In- packed or carried over them lest 
-he should contaminate the game or meat which had passed 
tlui wity, _ >r had been brought over these parks; and also 
for the sake of self-preservation against tabooed, and conse¬ 
quently to her, deleterious food. In the same way she was 
never allowed to wade in streams nr hikes, for fear of enuring 
death to the fish. 

" it was also a prescription of the ancient ritual code for 
tenures during this primary condition to cat mi little as 
possible, and to remain lying down, especially in course of 
each monthly flow, not only ns a natural consequence of the 
prolonged fa.it amt resulting weakness ; but chiefly as an 
exhibition of a becoming penitential spirit which was believed 
to be rewarded by long life and continual good health in 
a flat years, 

“ These mortifications or seclurion did not Inst less than 
three or four years. Useless to say that during u!| Out 
time marriage could not be Thought of, since the girl could 
not in much as he seen by men. Wltcn married, the same s^iu, ^ 
sequestration was practised relatively to husband and fellow. 
villager—without the particular Iwad-dress and rings spoken «u!!£ 
of—on the occasion of every recurring men at ru.it ion. Sonic- 
times it was protracted os long as ten days at a time, 
especially during the first year*of cduibltatinst. Even w hen 
she returned to her mate, she was not | ertniilcd to d-cp 
with him on the first (tor frequently on (be second night, blit 
WOtrid choose a din rant corner af the lodge to spread her 
blanket, as if afraid to defile him u-illi her dieatl unclean. 
nesa .* 1 Elsewhere the same writer tells us rim mod of 

1 Hit, K»l!:ri A. #,i. HaiL-c, ,r TJif Cnttunrl," Aratriupi t/tii '"— Jiti 
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Ku<mu tbr devices to which llicse Indians used to resort for the 
uT ♦wiring mioetsJ in the chase "were based on their 

utou.Kii regard for com i tic tire and thrfr excessive repugnance for, 
afltl dnr;ut of, mcnvirualirtg n 'men.'” Hot the strict obscr- 
1lt '"" r>t varices. fi&| toted on Tin neb or i Uni women at such times were 

designed nt the ante rime to protect the women themselves 
fr^m the evil consequences of ihelr dangerous condition. 
Tims It was thought that women in their courses could not 
partalte nf the head, heart, or hind part of an animal that 
had beru caught in a snare without exposing themselves to 
a premature death through a kind of rafales. They might 
not cut or carve salmon, because to da to would seriously 
endanger ilicir health, and especially iroulJ enfeeble their 
(inns tor life. And they had to abstain from cutting 
up the grebes which arc caught by the Carriers in great 
numbers every spring, because Otherwise the blood with 
w'hich these foivli sboum i would occasion harnmrrhage or an 
Unnaturally prolonged flux In the tramgreMor." similarly 
Indiicn women of the Thoiupon tribe abstained fmm venison 
and Lfae flesh of oilier large during menstruation, 

lest the LfiimaL- should bo displeased and the men itrtial 
(low increased. I'or a similar reason, ptelialiiy, Shu swap 
girk during thdr seclusion at puberty nrer forbidden to eat 
anything Hull I deeds.* The same principle may perhaps 
portly explain the rule, of w hich we have had some examples, 
that women at such limes should refrain from (i.<h and flesh, 
and renttict thcmrelvej to a vegetable diet 

The philosophic student of human nature will observe, 
nr learn, without surprise that ideas thus deeply ingrained 
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m the savage mind reappear at * wore advanced stage of 
society fa those elaborate codes which have been drawn op 
for the guidance of certain peoples by lawgivers who claim r-o. iid* 
to have derived flic rule^i they mcidcair fmm the direct 
Inipkaliem of the deity. However we may explain it. the *nd* : u 
resemblance which exists between the earliest official 
utterances of tile deity and the idea^i of $ 4 \\ i^cs h an- 
questional Ay dose and rAnafkabk-; whether it b*\ ^mc ^', 7 * 
suppose UiM God communed bice to face with man in 
lUffiiv early day?, or, a* othet* maintain, that man mistook 
Ills wild ami wamkrfng thoughts for t revdatu-n from 
heaven fc lie that u* it may, curtain it is that tht b not lira! 
unt leanness of woman at her monthly periods Is a conception 
which kzs occurred, or been reicated, with dngufar tmjiriiitnty 
lo several ancient legist* tors, The Hindoo J awaiver Mann* 
who jifote^vi to have received lib institute* from the creator 
Jtrahmaii, informs m that flic wisdom, the energy, the Atrcngth, 
the 4 ght { and the vitality of a man who upp roadie j u woman 
in her er>ur3ic= will utterly pirrisb ; whereas, if lie avoids lun, 
hbuLyJmr.cni'r^ ^tren^t^sJght.ard vitality w ill ail imMasa 1 
Tfa Perainn lawgiver Zoroa»L*r h who, If we am take liJi word 
for *t, derived hb omJc from tin mouth nf the cupreine Iwsieg 
Ahum Martin, devoted special attention to the subject 
According 10 him, the mcntUous draw, at least m \u ahtvonnd 
tun it i fort .11 Inn i r h a work o f Aim man, or t hr devtL Therefore, 
so ton:* as it Sa^U, a woman" it unden n and possessed of the 
demon ; she nniist be kept routined, apart from the faithful 
whom her much would defile and from the fire which her 
very look would injure; die is rmt allowed u- cat much 
SM she msh« F us the strength flit might u squire would accrue 
tn the fiends Her fraud h not given her fmm hand to 
hiirul T but h pwwd Ira hrr from u dhiaMCt, in a h«ti;; ksulen 
spoon /’ 1 The ilehfviv lawgiver Mcwc*,whole divine legation 

i« a* little open to question *w that of Mann and Zoroaster^ 
treats tk j aubjrci at dill greater length . but f mutt kavu 
In the reader the task of comparing the inspired ordinances 
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on till* head with the merely hisrruu regulations of the 
Carrier Indians which they so closely twembTc 
jwt*risk Amongst the civilized nations of Europe the super' 
tmwfrBatu W'fiich duster mami this mysterious aspect of 

— ^ iiatnrc am not lew tadxwragant than those which 

.uwjr m prevai: among savages, in the oldest existing cyclopaedia 
^the iS'ntuml Hhtary of Flirty—the list of dangers appre¬ 
hended from menstruation u longer than any furnished by 
mere barbarians. According to Flirty, the touch of a mcn- 
striious woman turned wine to vinegar, blighted crops, killed 
seedlings, blasted gardens, brought down the fruit from Lrees, 
dimmed mirrors, blunted razors, rusted iron and brass (espe* 
dally at the waning oi the moon , killed bees, or at least 
drove them from their hives, caused marcs to tniscarrv, and 
so forth , 1 Similarly, in various part* of Europe, it U still 
believed that if a wman (n her cogrvti enters a brewery 
the beer will turn sour; jr she touches beer* wine, vinegar, 
or milk, it will go Lid ; If she makes jam, it will not Wgi; 
if she mounts a mam, it will rmVeany ; if die touches buds, 
they will wither ; if she climbs a cherry tree, i! will die.* 
In Frunswkt people think that If a menslruous woman 
assbts ut the killing of a pig, the pork will putrefy , 1 In the 
Greek island of Calymnos a woman ,it sitch times may not 
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Eft ri* the wdt to draw water, ncif crois « running oreum. 
nor enter the sea. Her presence lit 4 boat j* said 10 niisr 

Sturms , 1 

t hus the object of secluding women at menstruation t* ri* irtr» 
to ncuiraltiee the dangerous influences which are tuppored to '^."L 
emanate iroro them at such lime* that the danger is 
believed. to be especially great at the first mens I nation 
appears from the unusual ftrccuultotii taken to isolate girls Uw to 
at this cr isis, Two of these precaution* have been illustrated 
abo\t, namely, the roles Unit the girl may no! touch the *ieih.i»™ 
groimtl nor *e the sure Tin general effect of I hen- rules 
b to keep her suspended, so to My, between heaicfi amj 
earth. Whether enveloped In ha hammock and slung !!L!!^r»n 
Up to the roof, as in South Atm-rii a. or mined above the m.t-wi* 
gromid in .1 dark and narrow rrgn, a* in New Irdiiiitl. die , 

may be considered to be mu of the any of doing mischief, 
since, being shut o(T Ixith from the earth ami from the atm) 
she tun poison neither of I here great source of Hfc by her 
de.td!y contagion. In short, die is rendered baftnlc'* by 
being. In electrical language, insulated. Hut tire precautions 
thus token to isolate or insulate the girl are dictated by a 
regard for her own safety as well as for the safety of others. 

For tl is thought dial she herself would suffer if ,he were 
to neglect l!ir prescribed regimen, Thus Zulu girb, as wc 
Itnve seen, believe that they would shrivel to nkefetons ir 
the sun were to slime on them at puln-rty, and fo some 
Ur.nil tan tribes the young women think that x trar^gn-ssinn 
of the rules would email *.ores ,jn the neck and throat In 
short, the girl » viewed as charged with a powerful force 
whidi, if not kept within bound v, may prove do* Tractive bull 
to herself and to all with whom she cutties in comart. To 
repress Ihi« tV'iee within the limits pki ,-ary for the safely 
of all concerned Is the object of the taboo, i n question. 

The same explarutlbn Applies to Hie obrerrann of ihrmrumc 
same rid'-*, bv divine i.lr:;:* KTtd juicts Tlw m c fr y f Hm , a:: 
it is (.ailed, of girls at puberty and the sanctity of holy men UMfcr** 
do not. to the primitive mind, differ materially from each other, 

They are only different manifesto!;, ,r - of the same iiysteriaus 
energy which, like energy in genera}, is in itself neither good 
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rtnr bait, but brcornr-v beneficent or maleficent acrontfng to 
it* appllcatitm , 1 Accordingly, if, like girls at puberty, divine 
pefsosiige* may neither tmeh the ground nor see the sun 
thr; fis* on the on: hand, a Scar test thrur divinity 
migliT, at contact with earth or heaven, discharge itself with 
fatal violence on either ; rind* on the other hnEid, an appre¬ 
hension that the divine being; thu *. dmined of hu ethereal 
virtue, might thereby be uppiip&tftmtcd for the future per^ 
formal ice of those magical functions, upon She proper di*; 
charge of which the safety cri I lie people and even of the 
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REASONS FOR THE SECLUSION QF CIKlS 

^orl<! h bdtevcd to hung Tb m the rules In qndftiOir f.ill 
Hniirtf the head of the taboos which tre examined in ihc 
**tofid purl of this work ; 1 they arr intrndd to preserve 
the life of the divine pcTanti and with it the life of his sub¬ 
ject* and wonhlfipcrs, Kawhete, it is thought* can hi* Swhmm 
precious yet dangerous life be at once so -a/e and so harm- 
le^s its when it is ndther in heaven nor in earth, but, 115 far mrik. 

At pr^ibfr* iicHpruided between the two/ 

fii legend* and Falk lab*, which reflect ihc ideas of stmtm 
carfier ages, we find this suspension between hraven and 
earth uti rib sited to I firings who have been endowed with the t.j 

rovctetl yet burdensome gift of fmmortality. The wizened ‘ 

renin in “i cl the deathless SlbyJ are ? 4 id to have been pre ■«! 

served in a jar or urn which hung in n temple of Apollo at “**“ 
Cumae; and w hen a group nf merry children, tired, perhaps 
of playing in the sunny sirnets, aouglal the shade of the 
temple and amused themselves fry gathering imdemcaih the 
familiar jar and calling- out, “ Sibyl, what do you wish a 
hoJIow voice, like an echo, used to answer from the urn* " 1 
wish to die /* 1 A story, taken down from 1 h±: lips of a 
German peasant At Thomsdorf, relates that once upon a 
lime there was a girl ?o London who wished to Jive for 
ever, so they say; 

41 Limdm, Ltmlirn ft a jfm 
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And still she lives and hangs in a ticket in a church, and 
every St. Johns Day, about the hour «f noon, shr eni^ a 
mil nf bread. 1 .Another German story tells of a lady ivhu 
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resttliKl at Dan,t(g and was <w> rich and 5*7' blest with all lliat 
life can give that she wished to live always. .So .when she 
came to her latter end, she did not really die hut only 
looked like dead, and very soon they {bund her in a hollow 
of a pillar in the church, half standing am i half silting, 
motionless. She stirred never a limb. Ini! they saw quite 
plainly that she was alive, and she aits there down to this 
hk-sserj day. Every New Year's’ Day the sacristan comes 
and put-i a morsel of the holy bread in her mouth, and that 
in all she has to live Oil Long, long has she rued her 
fetal wish who set Ibis transient life above the eternal 
joys of heaven- * 1 A third German rtory tells of a noble 
damsel who cherished the same foolish wish for fmmortality, 
So they put her In a basket and hung her tip in a church, 
and there she hang* and never dies, though many a year 
has come and gone since they put few tlitre Bur every 
year on a certain day they give her r 11 and she e.ita it 
and eric- out. “ For ever 1 tat ever! for ever! K Aim! when 
she hai io cried ihc fails silent again till :hc same time next 
year, and so it will goon for ever ami for ever. 5 A fourth 
story, taken down near Oldenburg in Efolatdn. tells of a jolly 
dainc that ate and drank and lived right merrily and had 
alt that Iicart could desire, and sfu: wished to live always. 
l*or the first hundred 3 T cao alt went well, hut alter that she 
begun to *ibrink and -hrivd up, till at lair she could neither 
walk nor stand nor eat nor drink Jim die site could not. 
At first they fed her as if she were a little child, but when 
•ih? grew smaller and smaller they put her in a glass Lot Ik 
and hung her up in the church. And there she nil! hangs, 
in the church of .St Mary, at l.ubctk. She is as small a* 
a mouse, but once a year she stirs. 1 
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CHAPTER HI 


HIE MYTH OF BALDER 

A deity whose life might in ,i «fUfl la? *,ifd to Ik neither u M 
id hGiven nor on earth hut between the two, wui the N.>r»e 
llahler, the gt* .:l and beautiful god. the sum of the great grvj 
Oil in, and himself tiic wisent, mildest, best lurbivcd of all the r j^!i* a “* 
immortal* The story of his death, a* it » told in ihe<teSUfcj* 
younger or prose Edda t run* thus. Once on a time Haider 
dreamed heavy dreams which seemed to fnrebrde hi*, death, 

There ugxin the gods held a council arid resolved to make 
him iccuic against every danger. So the goddess Friggf 
took an Oath from tire atid water, Iran and all metals, stones 
and earth, from trees, sicknesses and poison*, and from all 
four-footed beasts, birds,and creeping things, tluH they would 
not hurt Haider. When lliis was done Haider was deemed 
invulnerable, the gob amused themselves by selling 
him iu their midst, while sortie -W at him, others hewed at 
him, sfiij other* threw stones at him. Hut whatever they 
did, nothing eoidd hurt him ; and at this they were all gild. 

Only Loki. the mischief-maker, was displeased, ami he went 
in tiie puise of an old Woman to Frigg, who told him that 
the weapons of the god* could out wound Balder, -hum: die 
had made ditto all swear not to hurt him. Then l-oki 
asked, " Have all thing: sworn to spare Balder f " -She 
answered. " Kail of W-vtlialla grow *; n plant called inimictoc ' 
it seemed to me loo young to swear" So l.oki went and 
puller! the mistletoe and took it to the assembly of the gods, 

Tltrre he found the blind god Hulbcr standing at the out¬ 
side of the circle, Loki asked him, ' Why do you not shc>OE 
at Balder t “ liothcr answered, “ Because i do not see where 

141 


lOJ 


the MYTH QP MjUJJMN 


GiinJv 


Tate 

tbllitr- hj 
tor qJ.fc* 
JtteA 


be stands : beside* I have no weapon." Then said |.oki, 
" Do liU Hi'- teat -mi! tltpw HrtS.lcf Immitjr, a they a!! d<x 
J will shew y< u where hi? stand,, and tin you shoot nt km 
with this twig.' Hut her took the mistletoe and threw it at 
Raliler, at Lgl.s directed hlrn. The mistletoe' struck Balder 
ami pierced him through and through, and he fell down 
dnaif. And that was the greatest midorium that ever befell 
K° 1,1 ,1f) d men. For a while die goi - stood speechless, then 
iliey lifted up their voices and wept blue fly. Tiler- took 
llalckr'ii body and brought it to the son-shore* There stood 
RalderS ship; it was called Rtnghorn, ami was Hie hugest 
of all ships. The gods wished to launch Hie ship ana to 
burn Baidcr't Inwiy on it. but the ship would not Hir. So 
they win for a giantess called llyrrtxkii:. She came tiding 
on a woif and gave the ship such n push that fire flashed 
from the rollers and ail the earth uliDOk. Then HdldrPs 
body was taken and placed on the feficral pile MjKin his 
ship. When hia wife Namra u.w that, her heart burst for 
stirrow awl she died So she was laid tin the funeral pile 
with her husband and lire was put to it. Haider's horse, 
too. with alt its trappings, was burned on the pile . 1 

!u the older or poetic E&ln the tragic uli- of Raider is 
hinted at rather than told at length, Among the visions 
whkh tlm Norse Sibyl sees ami describes in (he weird pro- 
plrecy known u lire Vdxsf* la one . f the fatal mistletoe 
M 1 bd,old " «<y* * 1 *. " Pale looming for Raider, Woden's 
son, the bloody victim. There stand* the Mistletoe slender 
and delicate, blooming htgli ;»!>..•«* the ground Out ol ibis 
shnol, so ?tender to look on. there shall pwv tt harmful 
fattlirl shaft. Hod Itall shoot it, but Frigga in Fcn-lmll 
skill weep over die woe of Wat-hall.' * Vet looking far mlo 
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the future the Sibyl si?c* a hrghtci vhiou nf a new heaven 

and a niMA - cunlt, where the 1 field* ilfLsnwit ^hitli jffcihl I hrir 
increase ami fill -vottoh# %haJl be Healed ; thru liatder will 
come back u> dwell in Odin'* mansions of Wtfi, in n hall 
brighter than the him. ihlrtglttl with gold, where the rightaowj 
shall live m joy fur ever morrJ 

Writing about liter cmj nf t3lc twelfth century, fhr old rn? pi.— r 
DnftUti hisiorfaii Sa#o Gutmitf atictJv idb the lilory nf Haider 
in a form which jimfesc* to lie ImiftricuL According rnhim, 

Balder am! I foJh«ec were rival ^tutors for the hand of N junta, 
d si tighter of Gewar. King of Norway. Now Haider wo* a 

demigod anti common Heel could not tround Id- tiered 1**1y, 
Thetwom'ah encounicn d each other in a terrific Icilib, and 
though Odin and Thnr and the reii of the gods fought for 
Raider, yet was he d Heated nnd fled away, anti Bother 
married thi princess, Nevrfthdris SaMcr took heart of 
grace and Again met Mother in a ntricken field Hut he 
fared even wofjt titan before ; for Mother dealt him a deadly 
wound with a magic sword, which he had received from 
Miming, I he Satyr of the won<fcj and after lingering three 
days in pain Raider died of his hurl and Was buried with 
royal honours in b borrow. 
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vv hcther ho was a real or merely a mythical personam* 
fl.ililer was worshipped in Norway. On one of the btys «J 
Ihe beautiful *Sugnc Fiord, which penetrates far Into the 
depths of the solemn Norwegian mountains, with their 
sombre pine-forests and their lofty cascades dissolving into 
^ray before they reach the .lurk water of the fiord far below, 
if alder had a great sanctuary h wa3 called JJaldcr* Grove,* 
A palisade enclosed the hollowed ground, a nd within i: 5t r«d 
a spacous temple with the image* of many gods, hut none 
of them was worshipped with such deration as Haider. So 
great w» the awe with which the heathen regarded the 
place that tin man might harm another then?, nor steal his 
cauu!. nor defile himself with women, Due women cared for 
! ic images of tfre god* in she temple; they warmed item at 
the fire, anointed then) with oil, and dried them with cloths. 1 

t ‘night be rash to affirm that the romantic figure of 
Bolder wu, nothing but a creation of the mythical fancy, 
a radiant phaniom conjured up as by a wizard's wand 
E lt *f f for a tjlils z-zain-it the glf-omy background of the 
stein Norwegian landscape. It may be so; yet It f* also 
pjjsdblc that the myth was founded on the tradition of a 
popular iind beloved in his lifetime, whu long survived 
n the memory of the people, gathering more and more of 
the marvellous about him « he passed from geticmthi, to 
eetieratloo of stt^telh-rs, At all events it U worth while 
to M that a somewhat simitar story f, told or another 
national hero, who may well hare been a real man. In 
U-. great poem, Tlu Epic oj King j. which i* founded ,-, n 
Fosian tradmons, the poet Firdusi tell - m that in the combat 
tort won Rustem and isfcndiy.ir the arrows of the former did 

“ "T 10 hlS 0l1ve *™y. " Zcnlusht hud charmed 

Im body agn.nst all dangers. so that it was like unto brass." 
But b<rnurgh. The bird of God. shewed Kusicm the way he 
should follow m order to vanquish his redoubtable fot He 
rode a(W hen and they halted not till they came ro the 
h0rc ~ The ** ^ Itt] him into a garden, where grew a 
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Urn a risk. tall unci strong* am! ihc pools thereof were fti Ibis 
ground, but ihe brandies piercei! even unto the sky, Tltcn 
the bird of God bade Rustem break from the tree a hr.indi 
that was Jong and :«fender L atid Ltsbiuit it into an arrow p and 
she !^aid* * Only through his eyes tan Isfendiyar be wounded, 
ff. therefore, thou wouldst stay hint, direct ilm air&w unto 
his forehead; am] vieriTy it shall not nii?:* its ahn* Run!cm 
did “is he was bid ; and wTien next lie Fought with UFendjyiir, 
ht shot lljc arrow at liLffl, anJ it piciccti bis cvc, muj be 
died. Cifcit Lins the mourning fur foremJIyar, For the 
space of one year rneb ceased not to foment for him, and for 
many years ilit-v sited bitter tears for that arrow, anil they 
said. " The glory of Iran hath been laid low " ! 

Wluktcver tuny be thought of ail historical kernel tt ruler* TVtatih 
[ytojj a mythical hush in the leg 1‘lid of Ifold-r, the derail* c j' 
of the story suggest that it belmiys to that fkiss of myth' 

Which have been dramatized m ritual, or* in pill it other- "j* iai j 
wise, which have been performed as magical cercnimifra for w™*!. 
the sake of producing tho.se- natural effctli which they 
describe in figurative language. A myth is never :o *Uimu.4 
graphic rind precise in tls details as when it is, so to I^n-Hy’ihr. 
speak, the bwk of the words which are spoken and acted 
by Ihe performers of the ftacred rite. That the Norse story tw >Imt a* 
of IfoNfer was a myth of this mil will became probable if 
,we can prove that ceremonies resembling the incidents in rhi”i"i 
the tale have been performed by* Norsemen and other 
European [icopJcSb Now the main incidents in tile tale are n»imr« 
two—first, the pulling of the mistfcloe, and second, (lie death 
and burning of tlie god ; and loth of them may perhap- I*e tw>ui 
found to have had thdr counterparts in yearly rites observed, 
whether Separately nr conjointly, by people in various parts 
of Europe These ritt-s wilt be described and dincussed in 
the following chapter; We shall begin with the annual 
festivals f! fire and shall m-rnc the pulling of the mlatktue 
fur eonflitlcraiJoe liner on 
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THE FIRE*FESTIVALS tilr EUROPE 


§ 1* Mr tenfm Fitts 

Am, over Europe the pcavjrn have been accustomed from 
timi- immemorial fo kindle bonfires on certain dziys of the 
year, and in dance mund or leap wer them. Customs ol 
thi* kind can be tmoed hack ori historical evidence w the 
Middle Ages* 1 and their analogy to. sjmlter ctigcorns observed 
in antiquity g«i irilh Wrong internal evidence to prove that 
titnr origin mint be sought in a period Ion- prbr to the 
spread of Christianity. Indeed the earliest proof of their 
observance In Northern Eurtq** is furnished by the attempts 
made by Christian synods in the eighth century to put them 
down as heathenish riles. 1 Not uncommonly cffigiet are 
burned in these fires* or a pretence Is made df burning a 
livii^ person in them j and I here arc ground* for bdfevlltff 
that anciently human beings were actually burned on these 
occasions, A general survey of Use custom- in qw*rion wilt 
l*nng nut the traces t human ^exilic*: , .nisi will «rrvn at the 
»mt time to throw light on thdr meaning. 1 

i he fcasoni of the year when these lionfimv are mo'tl 
commonly lit ate spring and in it bummer ; hut fit tome place* 
they arc kindled also it the end of autumn nr during the 
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course i-if the winter, purifcciliirly mi Hallow E'en (tbr thirty- 
fifsi of Octol^r), Christmas Day* and thir Eve of Twelfth 
Ihiy, We nh«IJ conaitli'f them in Lite order rn which Ihflgr 
occur in the calendar year. The earliest ol them is the 
winter festival of the Eve of Twelfth Day (the fifth of 
January); but as it has been already described in an earlier 
part of this work 1 we shall pass It over Itcrt and begin 
with tiie fire-festivals of spring. which usually fall on the 
first Sunday oi Lent [Qhuufragtsftria or Invvfovti}* lifter 
Eva g and May Day. 

The atttfmi of kindling bonfire* on the first Sunday in onefc™ 
IjciU has prevailed in Belgium, the north or France, and 
many part* of Germany, Thus in tiir Belgian Ardennes rt.= *Liw 
fur a week or a fortnight iKffort? the "day of the great file” ^ 
us it is calfcih children go ttbout from farm to farm colEculuig IMjfjsn 
fuel At Grand HaJlcux any one who refill* their request AtdtxUli ^ 
h pursued next day by tile children, who try to blacken his 
f-iee w ith the dalles of Lin? extinct lire. When the ■ lay Ji*j 
Clj me, they cut down bushes, GspcefrdJy juniper utid b^ni, 
and In the evening great bonfire* bLuc on a[[ die heightt. 

It h) u common saying dial i<i=v*fi bonfire* should be iccu if 
Use village is to be safe from wiirfiuy rations Ef the Mcmc 
happen* to he frozen hard at the time, bonfires arc lit al*o 
on the ice. At Grand l!alkun they set up a pole nailed 
ma&f trft dr " the wfifch" m the midst of the pile, and the fite 
ia kindled by the man who was laii married Jn ihc village. 

In the neighbourhood of Morhiiiuqla -» straw man its burnt 
in the fine, Ytnmg people and children dance and sing 
mu rul the bniifijxa, a tv! leap over the t-uibcr^ to secure good 
cro|;s cir a happy marriage with in the year, nr as a iiirans 
of guarding themurlves against colic In Bralunt on the 
sarne Sunday, down to tbt beginning nf the tiiwEcamih 
century, women and men disguised in female attire u««I to 
gn with burning tmdic* to the Acids, where they danred ami 
sang comic *cmg^ for the purpose, as they alleged, of driving 
away 11 the wicked sower/ 1 who h mentioned In the Go*pd 

for the day. At Mieseyck and in many tillages of Um* 
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b«Ty t on the evening of the dity children nnt through the 
stjrt-ts carrying lighted torches ; then they kindle little fires 
oi straw in liie fields and dance round theta. At Entiival 
old folks tdl young folks that they will have ^ many Easter 
eggs as they sec bonfires on this day, 1 At PAiomges, in 
the province of Barnaul, down to about tJ^o the custom 
was observed under Lbe name of Eicatti-ian or S(vh vfon. 
Every year on the first Sunday'of Lent, which was called 
tin. D#j of the Little Scouvton, young folks and children 
used to run with lighted tordiK through the gardens nn:| 
orchards. As they ran they cried a* the pitch of their 
voices, 

M Star off’ft, Aw fwt 
/Iffti ihtrriii a!I Hank 
Tff SrpBtu'iW f r 


At these words the torch-bearer whirled Wit blaming brand 
and hurled it among the branches <if the apple-trees, the 
pear-trre 5i and the cherry-trees. The next Sunday was 
caEicil the Bay of the Grc^i! Scottvion, and the same race 
with lighted torches among the tracts of the orchard it was 
repeated in the afternoon till dark no* fctl The mibc 
custom was ob*errcd on thn same two Hoys at Wumes.' 
In tiie neighbourhood of Li^ge, where the Lenten fires were 
pul down by the police about the middle of the nineteenth 
century, girls thought that by leaping over the fires w ithout 
bemy smirched they made sure of a happy marriage. Else- 
where hi order to get a good hushiind it was necessary to 
see seven of the bonfires frr.nn one spot. In Fumcnnc, .1 
district of Namur, mm and rattle who traversed tire Lenten 
fires were thought to be safe from sickness and wftchciaft* 
Anybody who saw seven such fins at once bad nothing to 
fear from sorcerers, An oh I staying ran, that if you do°iipt 
light ** the great fire," God w ill light it for you; which 
4w,n * tl> '»"P t y that the kindling of the bonfires was deemed 
a protection against cotirtagrattoru throughout the year. 1 
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In ibe French department of the Ardennes the whole Brnsfo* 
village Used to dance And =ing round site Non tires which 
wtn: lighted on the first Sunday in Lent* Hetoo, it was t-rtu iinl« 
the person \staX married* sometimes a in tin and sometimes a ^ln. 
womnsi, who pul the match to the fire. The custom Is stilt 
kept up very commonly In the dlstrkL Cats used to be AhtfP ' li " 
burnt in the fire or roasted to death by being hold ovcr it ; 
and while they were turning the shepherds drove Uieir 
flocks through the smoke and flames as a sure means of 
guarding them against sickness and witchcraft In some 
communes it was believed that the livelier the dance round 
1 he lire, the he tier would be Site crops iliat year, 1 In ihc 
Vosges Mountain* it h still customary to livlii threat fires on 
the hetghls and around the villages nrs the firit Suru!a> In 
Lent : and at kupt and elsewhere the right of kindling 
them belong* to Lbc person wju> was l.j.-«r marrietL Round 
the fires the people dance and sing merrily till ihe tlatnc* 

Have died Gut Then the master of Hie fire, os ihry util 
the man who kindled It. Invite* aJ] who contributed to the 
ertctinri of thr pile h follow him lo the ncajen i avert ■, where 
they partake of good cheer. At Dommartin they *ny that* 
if you would have the hemp tall, it Is absolutely necc^ary 
that the women should be tipsy on the evening of tlili day, 1 
At spinal in the Vosget, on the fast Sunday In J-cut* bon¬ 
fire- used to be kindled at various place* Isoih in the town 
and on the banks of the Mo*eJlc. They consisted of 
pyramid* of itkks und faggot^ which had been collected 
some days earlier by young folks going from door lo dour. 

When the flames biased up, she names s>f various coupler 
whether young m old, lundMime nr ugly, rich or poor, wot 
called out, and the persona thiw linked in mock mamjge 
were forced, wfa ther tltey liked it or mi, to march am? m 
ami round the fire amid the laughter and jests of the crowd. 

The fv .iivity lasted till line fire diet 4 ! out, *tnd then the 
Ajievtators disputed through the street*, stopping under the 
windows of the houses and proclaiming the name* of the 

* A- M t \ J/jLMiij ■ t'l^KI f, l'*ri* r t * k £L J U* 
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ffthtmii and ffirttwiltt or Valentines whom the popular 
voice had aligned to each other. These couples had to 
exchange presents; the mock tuidegnoom gave hi* mode 
t*ritje something for her toilet, while she in lurtt presented 
him with a cnckade of coloured ribbon. Next Sunday. if 
tht: weather allowed it, all the couples, arrayed In their best 
astirc and attended by their relatione, repaired to the wood 
or Saint Antony, where they mottfiied a famous stone called 
the dmurosur or Here they round cakes and 

icfre-shinrnts of all sorts, and danced to the music of a 
coup!.: of fiddlers. The evening bdi, ringing the Angdus, 
gtivc the signal to depart Ax soon *\ Its solemn chime 
was heard, every one quitted the fortut and returned home. 
Iht exchange of presents between the Valentines >.ent by 
the name of ransom or redemption (racW), because it was 
supposed to redeem the couple from the flames of the bou¬ 
rne. Any pair - ho foil™ thus to ransom UranieJves were 
not suffered to share the merrymaking at the great stone in 
the forest; ami a pretence was marie of burning them in 
sm..|l hres him Sled brfure their own ihwra* 

5n5T , *" 7 th ' f reiM:b F<wlnce of Frtnchr-Comrf, to Ac west 
™ J lir3 Mountair^ she fint Sunday of Lent I* kni.nvn as 

r-uiLiL | bc Sunday of the Firebrands (&»»&«), on account of the 

c-ifim*. which it is custom ary to kindle on that day. On the 

Saturday or the Sunday the village 1 »ds bame*n themselves 
to a cart and drag it about the streets, stopping at the door* 
€>f the house, where there arc girls U J feeing for a faggot. 

" hen they have got enough, they cart the fuc) to a spot at 
smue little distance from tits village, pile ft U p ( and set it 
on fire. All the people of the parish come out to -we ll:c 
bonfiro In some village, when the bells have rung the 
Angclus, the signal for the observance Is given by cries of 
o the fire I to the fire t M Lads. !***», and children dunce 
round the blare, and when the flames luve died down they 
vie with each other in leaping aye, the red ember: He or 
slto who does so without Ageing lu» flr bet garment* will 
“ mamrd within the year. Voting folk also.carry lighted 
torches about the streets or the fields, and when they puss 
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an orchard they cry otif* " More fruit than leaven '" Down 
to recent ycarg at LftVEftm* in the dcpmrtnnetu of Danis* it 
wtis the young married cuuplra, of the year who had charge of 
the bonfires. In the midst of the bonfire a pote was planted 
with a wooden figure of a cock faster led to the top. Then 
there were races* and the winner received the tock oe a prize/ 1 11 

in Auvergne fires nre everywhere kindled on the evening OonUm 
or the first Sunday in 1%ul Every village, every hamlet, 
even every ward, every isolated farm has its bonfire or Jtg& t Ijcih Yn 
as it » cailcd, which biases up as the shade* of night jrc AvFrf K"*> 
fa]ling. The fire* may be *ccn daring on the heights and 
in the plains; the people dance and dug round about ihcin 
and leap through the Ha me*. Then they proceed to the 
ceremony of the Gmtutat-mtvt* A £nwm*-mw A it a torch of 
straw fastened to the top of a pole. Whs a the pyre ii 

half eonsuiucdi the bystanders kindle the torches at the 
expiring flames and carry them into die neighbouring 
orchard^ fields and gsrtlet^ wherever there are fruitvircts. 

As they march they ning at the top of their voices, 

11 m A > *w, 

mum f WurJjx, 

(irjnxip, WJt 


that ils “GqMMia my friend, Grannuii my father, Griinuai 
my mother* Then they pa*? the burning torches under 
ihc branches of every tree, singing. 


“ Jfwd&qHKf 

JmrAv, in flm frutfi /** 


1 Him |(i Bbip iirt twit jff /w 
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Ihiil Is, " Fife brand bunt; every branch a basketful 1** fg 
?o«nc villages the peojiJe also run across the sown fields and 
shake lire ashes of the torches on the ground; also they 
put swine ol the ashes in the fowls' ousts, in order that the 
hen* may lay plenty of eggs throughout the year. When 
all these ceremonies have been performed, everybody goes 
home and feasts ; the special dishes of the evening nre 
fritters and pancakes 1 Here tbs' application of the fire to 
the fruit-tree*, to the sown fields, and to the nests of ij )c 
poultry is dearly a chirm intended to ensure fertility ; anti 
£Xm, fll '‘ Gntnno to whom the invoc.itions are addressed* and 
u w™ C*vcs his name to the lordii s. may |x>ssibly Ik-, at 
ftST Ur I>OTT1 ™ro] no t-ther than the ancient Celtic 

«** Granmts, whom the Romans Identified with Ap*Uo, and 
* b °f Whip is attested by inscriptions found mi only 

u“L7\ n bl “ in ami on the Danube.* If rhe 

name (imiums. is derived, a the learned tell us, from a root 
**"* mtfa,m, P " tD flfc™. 1™ rtt, Shill C‘ the deity trim We the 
name and wan Identified with Ajkdfo may uctl hove been 
a ran-god; and In that cine the prayers addressed to him 
by the peasants of the Auvergne, while thev wave the 
basing, crackling torches aboul the fruit-trees, would be 
eminently appropriate. For who tmrid ripen the fruit so 
well as the aun-gnd ? and what better process could be 
<jCviso1 ** *lraw' the bl0i>oms from the hare boughs than 
the application tu them of that penial warmth which is 
ultimately derived from the solar Imams? Thus the fire- 
festival of the firs! Sunday in Lent, as. it is observed in 
Auvergne, may I* interpreted very naturally anil simply os 
a religious or rather perhaps magical ceremony designed to 
procure a due -upply of the sun's heat for plants and 
animals. At the same time we should remember that the 
employ merit of fire in this and kindred ceremonies may have 
, n originally, not so much to stimulate growth 

and reproduction, as to bum and destroy all agencies 
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whether Ilf tht shape <>f vermin, wilchi-n, nr what not, which 
threatened or »m -ijpjosrd to ibrcaK-n the growth of live 
crops arid the multiplication of nmrnnls, [( is often difficult 
to decide between lhe-< two different interpretation* at' the 
use ->r fire in agricultural rites, tn an)- cise the fire-festival 
tf Auvergne on live first Sunday in Lent may date From 
Druidic* I times. 

J’lie custom of carrying < It; hted torehe* of straw (toimifas) w«wA 
■boilt tiic orchard* and fidrls to FcrWlute them on the Ecu <-ur3m 
Sunday of Ij-nt -^aim to have he- n common in Franco, 
whether it w*- accompanied with live practice of 'f ch “7 

bonfire* or not Tltiif in tlie province of Picardy 11 on the Ihn 
fir-.l Sunday of Lent people earned torches through l he 
fii-als, rnwifinj; the field-mice, the darnel, and tile smut K-fenHIm 
They imagined that they did much good to the garden* and 
canned the anon* to gitiiv large. Children ran alioiit the ’’■ icii *T uf 
field*, torch in hand, In make the laud more fertile. Ail that ^ 
wa* done habitually in J’icanly, and the ceremony <jf die 
torches h not entirely fasten, especially in the* village* 
mi both lidr* the Somme as far on Sujut-Valery." * " A irciy 

agreeable spuc'nck, said the curate of I'fiioile, la to afo^ey 
ftom the portal of the chinch, situated almost ati tin: kil. of 
the mountain, the vast plains of Vimmijc ail ilium inn ted by 
»hc!w- wandering fires. The same pastime is observed at 
Poix, at CiMiLy, and in all the villages round about." * Again, 
in the district of Ikraucc a fesiivnl of torches (bi-mdaxi or 
***&"*) ««d t<* (w held both on tltc fimL and un the 
«?«50fid Sunday in Lem; the first wa* called - the Great 
Torches - and the second * the Little Torehet" The torebe* 
were, as usual, bundles of straw wrapt round poles i« the 
evening the village lads carried the burning brands throuj-h 
the country, running about m disorder and singing, 

" Tonkr? I'tim 

At ikfft T nntt. sit fh* XLAs.it; 

TMiv tum 

/ Vt 44 t immidzw fhxt - jJ /■ 

From time to time the bearers would stand still and smile 
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the earth nil together with the bhumij? straw of the lorche* 
while they cried, " A rtlicjif of o peek fejul a half f XL (iSrarfr 
4 If two torch beaters liupp^ocd to meet each 

other on their rounds* they performed the name ceremony 
and uttered the same word* When the fs\ruw «as burnt 
out f the pole* were collected anJ a great bonfire made of 
them. Lads and Eas.sen danced iolieiJ the flames, and the 
Hadis leaped over them. AftavwdMa i"t cuMOmaiy to cat 
a special sort of lia^ly - pudding made of w beaten flour* 
These usages were still In vogue m the begitaung of the 
ninc-tecnth century, bat (her have now almost disappeared* 
The peasants believed that by carrying lighted torches 
Lli rough the field* they protected the crop* frcmi finkl-mlcc, 
darnel, and si inf!. 3 "At Dijon, in Uurgumly, iL & the 
custom upon the first Sunday hi Lent to make large (ires 
In t lie streets, wl tenet it Lt called Fit r brand Sunday, This 
practice originated In the prorrsdon* formerly rnade on that 
day by the peasant* with lighted torches of Mrawi to drive 
away* as fliey called it* the bad air from the earth/ 1 In some 
part? of Fra steep while the people scoured the itotintzy with 
burning brand* cut the fir3i Sunday in Lent, they warned 
the fruit-tree* that if shey did nol take heed arid bear fruit 
they w^Hild ailrely be ait down and can into th J fire On 
the tame day pra«a;ui in the department of Led ret used to 
run about die \nwttl tkfliU with burning torc|ar> in ihefr 
hand*, white they adjured the fidd-mice to quip the wheat 
on pain of having their whisker* burned* 1 In the depart* 
meal of Ain the great fires of Straw and faggot which are 
kindled in the fields at thb time arc or were supposed to 
destroy th^ nests af the caterpillars/ At Vergil* ft lonely 
village mrrounded by forests between the Jujeh and the 
Combe d'Ain„ the torches used at this reason wort- kind led in 
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ii peculiar manner, The young people cHmlwd to the top 
of a. mountain, where they placed three nc^of straw in Three 
trees. | hese nests being then ret on fire, torches made of 
dry Ifme-Vrtxvl were lighted at them, ami the merry troop 
descended iIie mountain to their dickering light, ami went 
to every' Imuse in lire village, demanding roasted peas and 
obligisij; all coirplts who find been married within the year 
10 dance. 1 I u Ikiry, a district of central France, it appears 
that bonfire, are not lighted no this day. hut when the sun 
lias ret the whole population of the villages, tinned with 
blaring l<«r-rin - A • , i..w 1 disport- iflw Ihe country mid scour 
the fields, (lie vineyards, nod the orchards. Seen from afar, 
the multitude of inoring lights, twinkling in the (Inrhnees, 
appear like will-o'-the wisps chasing cacti oEher across the 
plains, along Ltic UfUsidcs, and down the valleys. While the 
men wave their flambeau* nbout the branches of the fruit- 
trees, the women and children tie bands of when ten-straw 
murid the tree-trunks. The effect of the ceremony is sup¬ 
posed to hr to avert the various plagues from which the 
fruit -» of the earth are apt to suffer; and the bauds of straw 
fastened found the stems of the trees are believed to render 
them fruitful. 1 In the peninsula of I .a Manabe the Norman 
pea-ant* used to spend almost the whole night of Uie first 
Sunday in Lent rushing about the country’ with lighted 
torches for the purpose, as they supposed, of driving away 
the rnnlrj and fie Erf mice; fires were also kindled un some of 
the dolmenv 1 

In Germany, Austria, and Switzerland at the tame semnn i. 
dmflar customs have prevailed. Thus In the EikI Mountain*. ""JT' r ’ 
Rhenish I’mssia. on the first Sunday iti I.pnt young people i.-V- " 

iift-el to collect straw and brushwood from house to houses *^ ai ' T 
There they carried loan eminenceand piled up iL,uruJ a tall, 
sfiru heech-tree, to which ;i piece of wood was Dulctlcd at 
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right antics to form a aw*. The structure wan hnewji as 
the "Iiu.t’' or " castle. 1 ' Firc was set to it and Hie young 
people marched round the blazing " castle n bare headed, each 
carrying a lighted torch and praying aloud, S,;nc times .1 

straw-inati va.s burned io ibe “ liut." People observed Hie 
direction in. which Hie sniokc blew fruin the fire. If it blew 
Pm.-irUs Hie e urn-fields, it ivas a sign that Hie harvest would 
be abundant. On the mnc da;.* in Mime part* of Urn Etfcl, 
a great wheel wa? made of straw and dragged by three 
huri £3 to the top of a hill. Thither tile village hues marched 
at nightfall, set fire to the wheel, and sent it rolling down 
the slo|Wi Two lads fallowed ji with levers to set it iit 
motion again, in case it should anywhere meet with a 
check. At Olierstattfcld Hie wheel had to be provided by 
■iLni.irn Hie young man who was last married* About iichtcrmach 
Ur mu*. - ’ j n Luxefnbuirg the uihb ceremony is called “ burning tlur 
wiich"; while it «* going on, the older men m cend the 
lid[dit-v and observe what wind b blowing, for that is the 
wind which will prevail (he whole year/ At Vnrallx'rp 
In the Tyrol, on ihe first Sunday in Lent. 3 slender young 
fir-tree is surrounded with .1 pile of straw and firewood 
To the top of the tree is fastened a human figure called 
tht “ witch, - made of old clothes and stuffed with _;uai- 
fMiwdcr, At night the whole is set on the ami boys and 
girls dance round it, swinging torches ami tinging rhymes 
in whkh the words '‘com in the win no wing-basket, the 
plough in the earth w may be dhtutguiilird . 1 In Swabia 
on the first Sunday in Lent a figure culled the " witch 1 * or 
ihe ■‘old wife*' or winters grandmother* is made up of 
clothes nnd fastened to a pole. This is stuck in the in Id die 
tfennst of a pile of wood, to whkh fire Is applied. While She 
' witch - is burning, she young people throw biasing discs 
"iiou**# into the air. The discs are thin round pieces 0 f ivnod, ,1 
few inches In diameter, with notched edges to Imitate the 
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raya of the sun or iti.rs They ii.m « hole in the middle, 
|JV which tJiey an attached to the etui of a warn! Kefcre 
tjic -tliac b thrown H is set on fire, the wand [» swung to 
ail<| Go, mid the Imfic’Ms this-, communicated to the disc is 
augmented by dashing the md sharply against a sloping 
Lwinnl The burning dire is 11 nit thrown ,*fT. and mounting 
high into the aif, describe -j,.t long fiery curst before it rr.ichen 
the gtoiiini. A single Id may fling up forty or fifty of 
thf « dfacs, one t-fter the other. The object is to throw them 
a* high as possible. The wand by w hich they are hurled 
at least in wtne parts of Swabia, be of hand. SotnO- 
time* ilie krb also leap over the fire brandishing lighted 
toidies of pine-WOorl. The charred ember? of the hurried 
" irilch''and disc* are taken home and planted in the flax* 
fidds the same night, in the belief that they will keep 
Venn in from the field,.' At Wangen, near JVlulshdm in 
Baden, n like custom is observed on the firs l Sunday in 
Lent. The young people kindle .1 bonfire on the crest of 
tjir ni mint aril a l»n.-c the village; and the burning discs 
whif-li 1 hey hurl into the air arc said to present in the dark- 
nets tin - aspect os 11 continual shower of falling stars. When 
lilt supply of diiKi* fa i-xhaui-tcd and ihe bon lire begins to 
bum low, the hiyi light torches and run with them ill foil 
speed down <m; or other of the three steep and winding 
paths that descend the monnlmin-side to the village. Humps, 
bniiwa. and scratches ant often the result of ihcir efforts to 
outstrip each other in the headlong nice-* In the Khun 
Mountains, situated on the liordcrs of Hesse and Havana, 
the people used to march to Ihe mp of a hill c-r eminence on 
the first Sunday In Lent Children anti tads car tied torches, 
hrenme daubed wilh tur, and poles swathed in straw. A 


wheel, wrapt in combustibles, 
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ihtruimt fhu tilth aod $ he young people ru»hct) id* ut the fid It with 
*huir burning torches anil hiwos, till m ljut they Jhutg them 
ito*i»nffi iti a heap, and standing round them, struck ujv a hymn or a 
pfipmar rang. The object of running about the fields with 
the hlaiing torches wa> to "drive away the wicked •pwet" 
Or it was done in honour of the Virgifi fc that she might 
preserve the fruit* of the earth t throughout the year and 
bsesr* themd In neighbours g villages of Mease, between 
the Khon and the Yoge? Mountain n, it is thought that 
wherever the burning wheels ru-IL the fields will be &afe from 
hail and storm , 3 At Kona Ort the Moselle* on the Thursday 
before the first Sunday in Lent, tiic two guilds of Lhe 
butchers and the weavers lissed to repair to the Marxberg 
and Lhcre set up an oak-tree with a wheel fastened to it 
On the following Sunday the people ascended: the hill. cuL 
down the oak, set lire to the wheel* and sent both oak and 
wheel rolling down the hEbtidev while -i guard oT butcher*, 
mounted on horse?, fired at the Horning wheel in Its descent 
If the wheel rolled down into the Moselle* the butcher* were 
rewarded with a waggon-bad or wine by the archbishop of 
Treves* 
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L;i Switzerland, dao, it is or u.-rd to L» customary to 
kindle bonfinS on high places on ths evening of the first 
Sunday in Lent, and the day is therefor? popularly known 
J * Spark Sunday. The custom prevailed, for example, 
throughout the ckiiob of l.iicfttfe Boys went about from 
lmu*e to house begging fur wood and straw, then piled ihc 
fud on a conspicuotu imamliiiii or hill round abptft a pole, 
wliith bore ,4 urav/ effigy called h the witch" At nightfall 
the pile was. ^t on fire, and the young folks dancer! wildly 
round it, Mime of them cracking whips or ringing bells; and 
wIiL'ii the fine burned Sow enough, they leaped over it. This 
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called 11 burning the witch." In some puts of the 
cantiin alao they used lo wrap old wheel* m straw and 
thorn?. put a Sight to them* and send them rolling and 
blazing down hill The ame custom of ml Sing lighted 
wheels dijwn hill is attested by old authorities for the cantons 
of Aargaii and (3ft tc* The more bonfires could he seen 
sparkling and during in the iWIim-ss, the more fruitful wu 
the year expected to be; and the higher the dancers leaped 
beside or over the fins, the liagticr. it was thought, would 
grow the flax;* In the district of Freiburg and at Uirseck 
in the district of HAte it was the last married mm or woman 
who must kindle the bonfire: While the bonfires hinged up, rt-nih C 
it was customary in some part> of Switzerland to propel 
hunting duic* of wood through the air by mcai^ of the same Jmail.t 
ahupk machinery which is used lor the purpose in SwabiiL 4tJV 
Each lad tried to send UU disc ft*ring and flaring; through 
the darkness as far as possible* and in d behaving it 
he mentioned the name of the person to whose honour It 
was dedicated tint In rriUtigau the words uttered hi 
hunching the Iteiy discs referred to the abundance which 
was apparently expected to follow the performance of the 
ceremony. Among them were* pl Grease in the pan, coni in 
tfie fan, and Ehc plough In the cat±h !" 1 

it seems hardly possible to separate frotn these bonfires, Ctfimriiim 
kindled on ihc first Sunday in Lent* the tires in which, about 
the £ain£ season, the effigy called Death is burned as part of *1^ the 
the ceremony of " carrying out Death." We luive a«n that 
at Spaclicudorf, in Altibipn Stfesla, on the morning of ouiflNau^' 
Ruperts Day Shrove Tuesday?), a straw-man, dieted In a 
fur Coat and a fur tup, in laid in a hole oulshk the village 
and there burned, and that while it h bluing every one 
seeks to snatch a fragment of ir, width Iw IahLeii* to a branch 
of Lhe highest tree En hi* [[burden or buries in his field, 
believing that this will make the crop* to grow better. The 
ceremony Js known as the 'burying of Death /" 4 Even 
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when the straw*man is hoi designated as Death, the meaning 
of the otMierv*anGe hi pmtnbiy the same; for the name 
Death* ns I have tried to shew, does not cypress the original 
intention of the ceremony. At Cobent in the Eifd Moun* 
taiiii the fads make up a straw-man on Shrove Tuesday. 
The effigy is formatly tried ami accused of having perpe¬ 
trated i]] the lliefis that have been committed in she tidgh- 
born hood throughout the ye nr. Being condemned to death, 
the Attait-nirm 1.3 led through the village, -hot. and burned 
upon a pyre They dance murid the blaring pile, and the 
list bride must leap over it 1 In Oldenburg on the evening 
of Shrove Tuesday people used to make lung bundle* oF 
atimw, which they set on fin, ami then ran a hour the fie Ida 
waving them, shrieking, and ringing wild aongs* Finally 
they burned a straw mart on the field.* In the district of 
Dik'd tfori the straw-man burned on Shrove Tuesday was 
tnaite of an vuihrcihed sheaf of corn/ On the fine Monday 
after tin* spring equinox die urchins of Zurich drag a straw- 
man nn .1 little cars through the at recta, white 11E the mmc 
tiiinr th? ^ir!s curry aliotH a May-tree. When vespers ring, 
the straw-mu h burned 1 In the district of Aachen on 
■v-;]i \\ cdtie>Jiiy -1 man uaer) to he encased in pcas-straw nnrl 
takir-P! tn ctn apjvoinied pi-tec. Here he -dipped quietly out 
of his straw casing, which w,s,s then burned, the children 
thinking iluit it the man who was being burned/ In 
the Val di Ixdro (Tyrol) on the last day of Lhc Carnival a 
figtirr 1 is made up of straw and brushwood arid then burned, 

I lie figure is, called the Old Woman, and the ceremony 
41 burning the Old Woman " # 
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1 -ln.q^r Eve, the Saturday Wore E*Mcr Sunday, (>n thnt nr*, 
day it. liiu been outotiuiiy ' m Calholkcoumrici to sxtfnguish - ^ 
alJ tht light! in lilt eh it relies, shd then to make a new fire, Cminii>'ii» 
sometimes will) Hint arid steel, sometimes w ilh a burning 
ti ia ' 3 fit® In the [.tint 1 'jisrha) ur I'astcr candle. •..ii.wHi; 

wI,Ich *■ t} *» ! ***** *° rekindle all the extinguished light in 
the chuivli, In many of Gettnany a bonfire is also ■«« 

khulkd, by means of tile new fire, on sonic open space near 
the church. Jt is consecrated, and the people bring Sticks of manvirum 
tmk k walnut, arid beech, which they char in the fire, mid then 
tike borne with them. Some of these dinned stick* rite tr ' ihw 
thereupon hurried at home fn u newly-kindled fire* with a 
prayer that Gad will preserve the homestead from fire, 

Ughimng, and hail Thus every hewe receives.* new fire. 1 * 

Same of the sticks ate kept throughout the year and laid on 
iIm; hejrtli fire during heavy lit under storms to prevent Hie 
tiou>- from bebg struck by lightning. or they ate Inserted m 
“* ™>f with the like (mention, Others m placed Jo (he 
fields, garden^ and meadowy with a prayer that Gtnj wilj 
keep Uiem from blight and Hail Snell fields and garden* 

,irc thought to thrive more than others ^ Use com and die 
P Tints that grow In them arc not beaten down by kail. nor 
devoured by mice^ vermin, and beetles ; no witch karma them, 
and the ears of com stand close and full. The clumsl 
tricks am also applied to the plough. The ashe* of the 
h-i-H'tr bonfire, together with I lie ashes b( the consecrated 
palm‘branches, are misled with the seed at Rowing. A Th* 
wt*odcn figure called Jutfju is sometimes burned In the *™ ,U J IB 
consecrated bonfire, and even where iliin cintom has been * 
abolished the bonfire itself in some places gu*-s by the name 
of 41 the burning of judas .'" 1 
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fn the HolJcrtiSMp lUvnria^ the young mtn u&cd to 
light their lanterns at The richly- kindled Er^Xci candle 
jn the church and then race to the bonfire ; Sic who reached 
it nrsr set fire to the pile, and next, driy* Easter Sunday, 
waa VOWlMxled at the church-door by the housewives, who 
peelers led him with red eggs. Great was the jubilation 
while the effigy of the traitor was being consumed in the 
fiiimci* The aihes: were carefully collected aitd thrown 
aw + ay at sunrise Its running, water . 1 In many parts of 
the Abriijrzg ftl^ pious |K!ople kindle their fires on Easter 
Saturday with a brand brought fitill the sacred new fire In 
tlii- churelL When tLie brand thus served to ble^s the 
Ere oik liijrj dumestlc hcimh. It Is extinguished, and The te¬ 
rn lijnder is pit-served p portly in a cranny of tin; outer wall of 
Lfie Jtouae, partly cm a Uw to which It us tied This is done 
fur tlie purpt^e nf guarding the homestead ag.umti injury by 
•'L--C uis. At Canape di Glove the jKopk say that If you can 
get 4 piece of one of the tlirre holy candle-t which the priest 
lighss from tlir now fire, you sliould allow a lew drops of the 
wax to fall Into the cmwrt of yuur hat ; far alter that, if it 
should thunder and lighten, you have nothing to do but to 
dap the hat on ymt bead* and no fliah of lightning can 
poshly strike you** 

Further* it deserves to be noted that In the Abrurri 
water as well fire is t as it were, renewed and consecrated 
on Easier Saturday. Most people fetch holy water on 
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lltsit il«y from the dm relics, anil every innmbcr of tin* 

IliiiLily drinks a little of ii, believing that it ha.* power to 
protect Itliji of lurr .'Kj.iuist witchcraft. fever, and -tonirtch- 
ol ail sort*. And wlitti the church bells ring again 
,iftcr their '. hi forced silence, the water is sprinkled About the 
house,and especially under die beds, with the help of a palm- 
hnndi. Some of this blessed water is also kept in the 
house for u*e in great emergencies, when there ji no time to 
fetch a print; tlnn il may be employed to baptize a new¬ 
born Infant gasping for life or to sprinkle a side man in the 
last agony; shell A sprinkling b reckoner! equal to priestly 
aL) volution 1 Irt Calabria the custom* with regard tf< rhn Watrrtan. 

fU-vv water, a* it j* called, on Easter Saturday arc similar ; it g™**" 1 
is p Hired Into a new vir^e),adorned with ribbons and flowers, *>» £*««* 
is blessed by the priest, and b tasted by every one of the 9m &f i 
h-.iuphold, beginning with the parents. And when the air 
vibrate* with tb* 1 glad music of the church bells mini iimcin^ 
llic rcsurreetion, the people siprinklc the holy water about the 
houses, bidding in a iuyrl voire all evil things to go forth and 
all g«xl things to come in, At the some time, to emphasize 
the exorcism. they knock on doors, window ■shutters, chests, 
and other domestic: articles of furniture. At Cciraio people 
who suffer from diseases of the skin bathe in the sea at this 
propitioii-i imirncn! , at Pietro in ijiinrano they plunge into 
the river c<n the night of Easter Saturday before Easter 
Sunday 'lawns and while they bathe (hey inter never a word. 
Moreover, the (.'ulabrisms keep the * new water" as a sacred 
thing. They believe that it serves ns a protection against 
witchcraft if it is sprinkled on a fire or a tamp, when 'he 
■wood crackles or the wick sputters; kit they regard it na a 
bad omen when the fire talks, as they say,* Among the Wcurtbd 
Germ arts of Western Itnhemfa. also, water as well a* fire Is 
consecrated by the priest in front of the diurch on Easter •* &«■* 
Saturday. People bring jugs futt of water to the cbufdi S2JJJ, 
and set them beside the holy fire; afterwards [key use the OtoniM 
water to sprinkle on the palin-brnncim which arc stuck in l! l "'^ 
the fields. Chared sticks of the Judas Ere, as it b popularly 
failed, are supposed to possess a maiiicaJ and healing virtue ; 
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**?? th , c PjMet* tk«n tome With them, and even .eaffle 
7 th ** the still Rowing embers in onto to cm 

them, a till glimmering, to ibdr houses and bo obtain ■• the 

BKT Sbii */**■£* Al »K*nd the 

■*f* routing villages of central Germany riles both of fin; 

2*T arc er *« c lately observed at f-lnsw, Thus 

on Easier night many people fetch water from the innerst* 
rlvc ' «*■ ka =P IT carefully, believing it to be n remedy for 
many sort, of ailments both of m3n and beast. I„ the 
villages on Uu- Ixtne river servant men and mai.ls used to 
go silently on Easier rtghl totweer, the hours uf dcsui 
and twelve and silently draw water in buckets from the 

M ' Cf ’ 1 ie P fr, ‘ SS[1 ** 1C w *btr with the fodder and the drink 
o he cnitlc? to ttiilUi: the animal* thrive, and thcv Inmefnixl 
i.u lo wash in it wa> good for human beings. Many were 

;7 lL ' °* 0 P ini , on tiiaT at r,u - »w mvitk hour the water ’ 
on ed o «rtot as far fl5 the crowing of a cock could 
^ herd, and in this belief they bid themselves flat <ut 

Mi ir stomach* and kept their tongue* i u the nater |jj| tl,r 
miniculout change occurred. u ton they took a great auk 
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Tht priest deth point tih itjww/ j nt.rtrr etir, 

A faande n-fartf/efatA *>iry m tfatA grmmto m/mi fade tent, 

That when tktJf.urfuU s/ome opputru, m ttmfetf jla, i 
fy itg.kting thii he t.tfe mat to from m,rfa vfhxrtful tkiii- 
A faff* gnat, tfa Pauholl minute, with vmud* then (hey RUftt, 
And fiaetditntrnt* ht*nn ihty fidefa. fir f,rr<jire fadjnttie t 
/Ate hi rr.ftA fright amt .fay a- siyttr (fibrin that a)mpfanie fall t 
At if to St tk/j fioU.k Ay t mffiulA (Mi fa ML 
7 at*) i tmA lAt tftrhr 1 / or thj Jfiiftt, the a .iter A/i(fV' j/nu^/, 

That fat their fafiftm* if rtitrtdt; fir mmr mu mart of nwfkt 
h that they u.iJf tiu Tfiirt htfertr, to, >>,„ thet any mete, 

*W ihfUrrn ehriifen wi/A the mw, « they / .Amt fat. at. 
m*A nvaifatutfimfi ,rtu(fxrMtmnt' amfjrhr CJtvrvA they <v, 
ny/A tomfley erottei, fattaurx, Chtnmr. and vfir appointed that 
iVj’mf timti .th:at the font they w.jr ,-fa, ,in.i .<n tie tin fie t dm raft. 
Then ttill Ht faegtk they *tnm ft. mtd tlroigkt tht Pnefa fa,(mi n ithalt. 
And fhti:.■ the Witter <isj(h he ttttt&t, jrid .rostr: the*ten wait, 
lifer fagge and St'hmrt mirAei hr ipeain, ft ‘U the tfa delefll juttkti 
eln.1h.ti c-.',/ :<'.JjV *> can ,teeth, .>,-:tf,,<luA/r MtA „• 

Sufic,, ns? hi’iyar rA jf tn vs.iAe, which Gt'J fefitt* did iUut; 

Ami otter thii Hi atndte Awi, fa tJtnuletk tn the fioSt, 

And thrill hi trmthti tht’.ex i. rth beeutk, ihirt (Unite 1 of furnrir fic.de ; 

Aid mutiny Am endr, hit Ciriimr *■ pvnflth fhe/vtcfiit. 

The /atfit jftirf'jy- fartttt ifantir, .t mated tvrrj ant; 
tMltriy fh.it e-cM ftw.-ee it fill* to /Aft tens,, hire, 

Ry y.lfijtf <•/ there if anteJ n.tn, anil inch Ufa trifling gttf. 

Tfartfim i* tttffh fae» x ht (fay tfam, and hme they earfa ttmr. 
Against tht grinvt (fat fa ffamattii, Ot fa their fa isin may covif, 
Tfan Cfaffirt realty ,itid Min art m wgnUor at tifartA, 

And Acrnrilb iU the inner's tirett i\! fiuiin£ ended far " 1 
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ft issaiil that formerly ail the fires to Rome were lighted afresh 
from the holy fire kin tiled in SI. Peter 's on Earner Satu rday,* 
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u£ THE FtRE FESTiYALS OF EUROPE rki.ir 

T>,r w in Florence the Mreiiimjy of kindling (he new fire <tti 
KlS Eanlei- Eve U peculiar, The holy flame is didn-d Trow 

smt**T*> certain Hint 1 which ait; said in have been brought by a 
tl-wmf-. member «,f the Par.-i faintly from (lie Holy Land. They .ifc 
kept in (hr dlurch of the Holy Ap&Hles on the Pfarza del 
Lililiil . .un! on die morning of Luster Saturday the prior 
sink-.-, fit- from them -mrJ light-; .anthe from the new 
ihifiie. The burning candle is then carried in solemn 
prT«jcsai«n hy the clergy and members of the municipality to 
the high altar in the cathedral. A vast crowd has mean¬ 
while i3cntb!cd in the cathedra I and the neighbouring 
*pjeire to witness the ceremony; mijdttgst the spectators arc 
many peasants, drawn from the surrounding country, for it i, 
commonly believed that on the success or failure of Lie 
ceremony depend* the fate of the crops for the year. Out¬ 
side the door of the Cntliedmt stand* n festal car drawn by 
two fine white oxen with glided boms. The body of the 
car is loaded with a pyramid of squibs and cracker* and is 
connected by a wire with a pillar set up in front of tlie high 
altar [he wire extends down the middle of the nave ai a 
height of about six feet from tin- ground. Unleash it a dear 
passage is left, the spectator,- being ranged on either nidi- and 
crowding (be vast interior from wall to wall. When all h 
ready, High Mass l< celebrated, and precisely at noon, when 
ihe fiist words of the dt/nria are lieing chanted, the .sacred 
fire Is applied to (he pillar, which like the car is wreathed 
with fireworks. A moment more and a fiery dove conies 
Hying down the raw, with a hieing round and a sputter of 
rpurhs. between the two hedge* of eager spectators. If all 
2" 1 -’ wiul, the bird pur 1 ,Ui L *' its course along the wire and out 
at the dsxnr, and its another moment a prolonged scries of 
li.r.'! -, pop* ami bang,- innouticci t.i dir- excited crowd in 
the cathedral tha! the firework - * un the going ofT 

Great is the joy accordingly, «p<*i fl ||y among the bumpkins, 
who are now sore of an abundant harvest, But if, as some¬ 
time* happens, (he dove stops churt in its career and fbdes 
out, revealing itself as a dtififcd fifrrf with * packet of squibs 
tied U> it* Mil. great is the con Hemal ion, and deep the curves 
lh,it »**ue from between the teeth of the clodhopper* who 
now give up Ihe harvest Tor W Formerly llte uirekilful 
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mechanician who was responsible for lire failure would have 
bcon dapped into gaol; but nowadays lie i, thought 
suihdcntly punished by the «orm of public Indignation mid 
the loss of his pu}-, The disaster Is aiiiidunetti by placards 
a l>rkLit [lie Vfdcsi in the evening; ntwj nwt (jicmiiijj 
the newspapers are full of gloomy prognostications. 1 

Seme of these customs have been transported by the Tbw>> 
Catholic Church to the Sew VVortiL Thus in Mexico 
nciv fire is struck from 4 Hint early in the (neffttng of Easter iSS&j'«> 
■Saturday, and a candle which luu been lighted a "the sacred IB 

dame it enrrifid through the clntn h bv a di-m'ijn ihculiii 1 ' M«rtei». 

fmUtfji'tt f //rir/j, Mttantfmn [hr ikUoIc cuv. l * arc in¬ 
formed. he* been convened Into .i vast place of wcutiim. 

Ropes urcreft acroEd the streets hum liou'o to Imuhc, ami 
from every house dangles an effigy of Judas, made of pajK-r 
pulp- Scorns or hundred* of them miry adorn a ,single 
street. They are of all shapes and sixes, grotesque fn (V nn 
and garbed it! strange attire, -.luffed with guiqsowdvr, squib* 
and crackers, sometimes, too, with meat, bread, soap, candy, 
and cloth in k. for which the crowd will scramble and scuffle 
white the c%ic4 rue burning. There they hang grim, black, 
und sullen in the strong sunshine, greeted with a roar of 
execration by the pious mob. A peal of belli from the 
cathedral tower on the stroke of noon gives lire signal lor the 
execution. At the sound a fmiij- scire* the crowd, They 
throw them selves furiously on the figures of the detested 
traitor, cut them down, hurl them with curses into the fire, 
and fight -rod Struggle with each nlhcr in thdr dfem to tear 
tlte effigies to bitten and appropriate their contents. Smoke, 
stink, sputter of cracker*, oaths, curse*, yell* nr- now ihe 
order ol the day. Hue the traitor doea not perish unavenged 
For the anatomy of hi* frame ha* teen cunningly contrived 
so as in burning to discharge volley* of sqm!* into his 
a^-mUni*, and the ^otruils and bums with which 'heir 
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pfaty t- rewarded form it fcjiurr of the morning's enter- 
fainmcnt. The English Jockey Club in Mexico used to 
Improve on this popular pastime by Stupe tiding huge Blurts 
oi ju las, si 11 Red with copper coins, from ropes in front of 
their clubhouse. These were ignited hi the prayer moment 
and lowered within reach of the expectant rubble, ami it 
was the privilege of members of the dub, seated in tin* 
balcony, to watch the grimaced and to hear the shrieks n| 
the victims, as they stamped and capered about with the hot 
coppers sticking to their hands* divided in their minds 
between an acute sense of pairt and a ibir.it for filthy lucre 1 

Scenes of the same sort, though on a less ambitious scale, 
■ire Witnessed anion^ the CaiMics of South America cm the 
iHinr: day. in Brazil the mourning for rhe Heath of Christ 
teases at noon on Easter Saturday and gives place to am 
exlnreaganl burst of joy at his resnrrrctirm. Shots arc fired 
cv’-'iywbitjc, effigies of Judas nro hung on irtc- of 
dragged .ilwin ihr street*, tti lie finally burned or otherwise 
destroyed,* In ilirr Indian villages scattered among the wild 
Va ^ c >"* " ! ! * ie Tvrtivian And* s figures of the traitor, made of 
pn^trluard and buffed with squibs and crackers, ate hanged 
on gibbet* before The door of the church on Easter Saturday 
Fire it set to them, anrl while they crackle and explode, the 
Indians dance ami shout far joy at the destruction of their 
hater! enemy . 1 Similarly at Rio I Inch,,, in Colombia, Juthu 
tv represented during Holy Week by life.sired effigies, and 
the pcoplu lire ac them as If they were discharging 4 ■sctol 
duty . 1 

Rut usages of this sort are not confined to (he Ulin 
Church; they arc common to the Greek Church also. 
Kv':ri year on the Saturday before Mailer Sunday a new 
fire Ls miraculously kindled at the Holy Sepulchre in 
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TffM EASTER TIKES 




Jcrsi^Jem. ft tufa fioiri heaven and 

cindks which the [Patriarch hulrii in h h fciiiik, whHr ^ :il - hr * 
"' tb dosed eyes he wtrstlts In prayer all ,t|bnc in iht 
L'Jiapd of the Anijel. The worshipped meson-bile wait 
anxiously in the body of the church, and great are ihcir 
transport* of joy when at one t,f >Jir window, of the chapel, 
which had been all dark a minute before, there suddenly 
appears the hand of an angel, or of the partriarch, holding H 
lighted taper* This Is the mitred new fire - it (s parked out 
to the expectant believers, and iltc desperate struggle which 
tiiauci among them lo get a -hare of it> blessed influence Is 
only i rndiMtcij b> tin im>.*ni-ntion of she Turkish soldiery, 

who rtslore peace and order by hustling (he whole multitude 
iinparti.dly out of Ute church, Jri days gone hy many lives 
were often lost in these holy scrimmages. For example, in 
tl,e ytr.tr 18,54, the IhmoiUi Ibrahim Pasha witnessed the 
frantic scene from one of the galleries, and. being moved 
wi!h compassion 111 the sight, dr-trended with a few guard* 
into the arena 1,. the chimerical hope of restoring peace and 
order among the contending Christians, He contrived to 
force his way into the midst of the dense crowd, hot there 
the heat and pressure were *. great that he tainted away > 
a body of soldiers, wing his danger, charged straight into 
the timing and carried him out of it in their anna, trampling 
under loot the dying and dead In their {mange, Nearly two 
liui: L: J people were hilled that d.iy in the church. The 
fortunate survivors on these oceiwfnns who succeeded In 
obtaining a |«vijgn uf the coveted fim applied it freely to 
thdr laces, their heard*, and their garments The theory 
was that the fire, Iwing miraculous, crruTd only bless and not 
burn Ihetu, hilt the practical results P f jhe cjqwrsment were 
oli< n distppoituing, for while the blessings were more or 
less dubious, there could t* tto doubt whatever about the 
biirn^ 1 The History of the miracle bus been carefully 
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hivr-diga^d by ;. Jesuit Mlh«r. Thr condiu^i!-- U winch he 
srnv^r Ifftf that the miracle wu% & miracle miked ^<i long u 
the Catholic* find the management of it ; hyi tluu flince it 
fed into the hands of the heretic* it has been nothing but 4 
barefaced trick and trap&sturc* 1 Many people will be 
disposed to agree with (he latter captation who mi-hi 
hesitate to aceepr the forme r- 

At Athens the new tire is kindled in the cathedra! -'i 
midnight on Holy Saturday* A dense crowd with until 
caudle* In theif hsuicta fills the square hi front of the 
cathedral ; the king, the archbishop, and the highest digm- 
taric* of l ho church, arrayed Ilk thdr gorgeous robes, occupy 
a platform ; ami at the exact moment of the resurrection the 
bells ring oat, and the whole square bursts as by mngfc into 
a hS^xc of light, Theoretically all the candles arc fit from 
the - icrcd mtw fire Jn the caihcdr.il, but practically it may 
\y: siifipfcjwd that the mutch?# which Uca r the name of 
Lucifer have some share in the Midden illtimijiatioa J Effigies 
of Judsiv used lobe burned .it Athena on Easter Saturday* 
but the cuvtntn ha* been fut bidden by the Government How¬ 
ever, firing gee* on more or less centlnirausly all over Use dty 
both on Loiter Saturday and Easter Sundays ud the cartridge* 
used on this occasion .ire mt always blank. Tlwr *hols arc 
aimed m\ judajp bm *tj uptimes they miss him and hit other 
people. Outride Athene the practice of burning Judas in 
effigy -till survives in some places Fnr example,. In Co* a 
■ntraw imajwe of the traitor i-i midq on Easter Day, nmi a fen 
being hung up and shot at it is burned. 1 \ simitar cits turn 
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appears to pitrvntH at Thebes ; 1 it b*ed to tie observed by the 
Macedonian peasantry, and it h si\U kept up at Tbcrapm, 

;i fk&biomblc SEfttfiur resort of Cttuslaftliuoplc . 1 

In ihc Armenian Church the s.urcd new fire is kimheeJ Tte h» 
not at Easter but at Candlemas, that ie, on the second of 
February, or on the eve of that festival, The materials iMiaiaU 
of the bonfire arc piled in an open space near n church, 
and they arc generally ignited by young couples who have 
been married within the year. However, it k the bishop 
or his vicar who lights-the candle* with which fire hi 
set to die pile. All young married pairs arc expected 
to range themselves about the fire and to dance round 
it, Young men leap over the flames* but girls and women 
content themselves with going round them, while I hey pray 
to be preserved from ihe itch and oilier skin - choruses* 

When the ceremony is over, the people eagerly pick up 
charred sticks or ashes of the fire and preserve them or 
scut ter them on the four corners of the root" in tiar cattle- 
stall, in the garden* and on the pastures ; for these holy 
flticks and ashes protect men and cattle against disease, and 
triiit-trees again it worm* and caterpillars. Omens* too. 
are drawn from the direct ion in which the wind blows tJrc 
Sanies and the smoke: if it carries tliem eastward, shore h 
hope of a good harvest ; but if it inclines them westward, ibe 
people fear that the crops will fail/ 

In spite of the thin cloak of Christianity thrown over n* 
these customs by representing the new lire as an emblem of 
OurUt and the fixture burned in it as an effigy of judas, we JuiSu n 
can hardly doubt that hath practices arc of pagan origin, 

Neither ot l hem ha - the anthoi itv of Hirist or of his disciples ; ™« rf 
but both of than b*ve abundant ansk*;i cam popular custom 1 JJ " 
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4!ivl superstition ScifDO inltinoB j^nutied (if ifinitilly 

extinguishing flies and reusing them from -i new ,iml Mttrd 
Paine have already come before us; 1 but a few example* 
nmy here be cited for the sake of illustrating the vide 
dirtu+jon of a custom which has found its way into the ritual 
hath of ate Eastern and of the Western Church, 
rv ttx The Inca* or Peru celebrated a festival called Rayml, a 
i ii'= wort j w hich their native historian Garciln^so dc la Vega tells 
“ ni w.t? rpuivalent to our Easter, It was held in honour of 

www* ; J * sun *t the s+Ssttoa in June. For three days before the 
id' 1 ’ festival the people fasted, meu did not sleep with their wives, 
arid no fires w it lighted In Cusco, the capita]. The sacred 
new fire was obtained threet from the sun by concentmting 
his Iscains on a highly polished concave plate and reflecting 
them tin a little eoUtm wool. With this holy fire the sliccp 
ami Iamb? oficrcd to the Min were consumed, and Hie flesh 
of inch a* were to be eaten at the festival wa? roasted. 
Portions of the new 1 fin? were also conveyed to the temple of 
the sun and to the convent of the sacred virgins, where they 
were kept burning all the year, and it was an 111 omen iT the 
Ttm hip# holy flattie went out. 1 At j festival held in the last month 
“2f, of thc old Mexican year all the Era l«-th in the temples and 
«r i4«:i[s iii the houses were extinguished, a|1f l fhe pricr! kindled a 
v*i^ X new lire by rubbing two sticks against each other bt-feue she 
image of the fire-god* The Zttfii Indians of New Mexico 
kindle a new fire by the friction of wood both at tlnr win ter 
and the summer solstice. At lire winter solstice the thriven 
fiic-mukcr collects a faggot of cedur-viHXtd from every houre: in 
the village, and each person, as he hands the wood to the 
flic-maker, prays that the crops may be good in the coming 
year. For several days before the new fire is kindled, no 
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ashes or nwrcphigs may I)e removed fmm the hati*** aid 
rtd artificial tight may appear cHitsukt of them, hoe even * 
burning cfgaretlfc or ihe flush of firearm^ The Indian* 
bcrttc\ c that no rain will fall on the field* of the man autride 
whose house a light had been seen at this *ea£Qm The 
signal for kindling the new fire h given by the rifting 1 of the 
Morning Star. The flame is produced by twirling an upright 
«tiek between the hand* on a horizontal slk k laid tin the 
Hour of a sacred chamber, the sparks being caught by & 
tinder of cedar-dupt. It h forbidden to blow up the 
Mriuddeni! : tif rr with the breath P f> ir that would o>Ht-m ■ ’he 
guil*, Alter the fire bn ihmi been gene mem In iiy kind!- d B the 
women md sfrrls of nil the (ami lies in the vll Iftgc dean out 
their luiuse^ I'hey cany ihe fwcaplugs and ashman baskets 
or txiwl* to the field' and leave them there: To the sweep* 
jngr-the worn says: “ ! now deposit you as -Aveeyings,, but 
hi one ytmr ynu will return to roe ^ corn.* Ami to the ashoi 
she s-:ivs: I imv, rh r j r •••ijt you as iishe-s hut in one year you 
will return to ixi^as innuL" At the summer solstice t he sacred 
fine which h tin Vim i procured by the friction of wood ^ used to 
kindle the grass mid trees, that there may be n great cloud 
of smoke, while hulbroarcis are swung smd prayers offered 
til at the Rrin-rnJfkcr& up aloft wall water the earth. 1 From 
this account we see how intimately the kindling of a new 
fire or the two turning faints of the sun 1 # con esc isas^ueiJiied 
m the mind# of these Indian* w ith the fertility of the land* 
panicukrly with the growth of the corn. The rolling smoke 
£s apparently mi imitation of rain-cloud# designed, nr the 
principle of homoeopathic magic, to draw showers from die 
blue aky. thwe u year the frrxjuoEn prfe^thocid supplied the 
people with a new 6m. A# a preparation for ihe annual rite 
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the fires in all the huts were extinguished and the ashes 
scattered a bruit. Then the priest, wearing the insignia of his 
Office, went from hut to hiti relighting the fires by means ol 
a flint* 1 Arnold the Esquimaux wit h whom C R Hall resided, 
It was the custom tli-at at a certain time which a amend to 
mlit XtwYcai^s Day/twd men went about from house to house 
blowing out every light in the village. One of the men was 
dressed to represent a woman. Alter rw antis the light* were 
rekindled from ± fresh fire. Ail Esquimau woman being 
flaked what ail this meant, replied p 11 New sun-—new light” a 
Among the E=qutmitux of Ejlufik, when tire sum fir&t rises 
above the hoffixm after the long night of the Arctic winter, 
the children who have watched for his ifcappearaihc run into 
the houses and blow out the tamps. Then they receive 
from their mnthirt prints of piece* of wick* 1 

in the Sudanese kingdom of Wadii nil the fire* in the 
villages art put out and the ashfr removed frnm the houses 
on the day which precedes the New- Year festival At the 
beginning of the new year a new fire is lit by the friction nr 
wood in the great straw hut where the village elders totinge 
away the sultry hours together \ snd every m in takes ihenoe 
a burning bond with which he rfikimilcs the fire on hisdomcstic 
hr ruth, 1 In the Batumi-Ghnzid province of the Egyptian 
-Sudan the people extinguish their old fires a* the Arab New 
Year and bring in new fire. On ihe same occasion they tjcai 
the walls of their butt, the gross thatches, and the walls 
of their endo^uros in order to drive away the devil or evil 
spirits* The beating of She waits and rnofii is accompanied 
by the firing of cun*, the shouting of men, and the 
shriller cries of the women.* Thus these people combine 
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Htt annual captihfaii of demons with on annual lighting of .1 
new fire, \muug the Swahili u( En*l Africa Lhe .n it ni 
fesfcjVtd h fcbflt o£ the New Ycim\ which hills III the mcamf h.« L! 
of August. Al it given mi»rl<mi nil the fire* are extlnguHiCii 
with watei ami .iftcrwnfdji idU by the friction of two dry 
piece* of wood. The adu s of tlie old firej* iue pifrtoi out 
and deputed at eav;-roach AU the people get up very early 
in the morning and bathe in the or ^>mc otter water, 
praying to hr kepi in goad health und to Hvc that they may 
bathe again next year. Shnm^fighlA tmm part nf the Amuse* 
tncnl* of the day; sometime* they pas * into grim reality. 
Inti ml the day wa> h inner ly one uf general license, every 
mm did Ihat which was good in hi* own eyes. Ho aw kward 
ipje^km? were asked about any crimrs committed uU till* 
ucojlEin* so some improved the shining hour by 

knotting a few poor devjk on the head Shooting *tiU gve* 
an during ihe whole d.iy, and at Might the proceeding* 
generally wind up with si dance 11 The King of 

Hensmetapa, a* the early E^riuguev? 4 Under* called him, in 
Hast Africa tiffed to vend commit^oner* aimually to every 
town in hi* dominion-.; on the arrival of tnie of thcwnffiiriit 
the inhahhanti of tLch town had to put out all iheir fites and 
to receive a new fin: fmn him. Failure to comply with thi* 
custom whs ttr^ted a* rebellion 1 Seme tribe* of British 
Central Africa card idly extlngubh the fires on live hearths at 
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the bcgrftijriiig of the hoeing season amt a* harvest i tin* fins* 
are afterwards rekindled b y friction, and the people hiduEgc 
in dances of vafiuLi5 kiud^ 1 

The Tuuias of the Ndlgherry Mill?, in Souriiern fntii*, 
T' i V. s' : »MMUlly kindle 4 stored new fire by list friction of woud in 
ufNsuii«?B iher month which brains wit!* the October moon. The 
I-; 011 eertmtiffy is performed by two link* dairy'iinm at the foot of 

ihr a hEjjb hilL When they have lighted the fire by tubbing 

two dry sticks together, and it begins to bum well* they 
11 *'■*- itand a Kittle way off ami pray* raying, 14 May the young 

grass flower t May honey flourish I May fruit ripen I” 
The purpose of the ceremony in to make the gra^ and 
honey plentiful* In ancient times the Tod as lived largely 
on wild fruits, and then the rite of the new fire was very 
important. Novr that they ^xabsibl chiefly on the milk of 
their the ceremony has lr*.it much of its old 

significance.- When the ffagas of North-lima tern India have 

felled the timlser and cm down the scrub in those patches 
of jungle which they propose 10 cultivate* they put cot all 
the fin*« m the village and light a new file by rubbing two 
dry pieces of wood together, Then having kindled torches- 
at it they proceed with them to the jungle and igrdto the 
felled timber and brushwood. The flesh of a tow or buffalo 
h also roasted on the new fire and fund dies u mefifidai 
meal 3 Near the small town of EC a Inna in Kurina, between 
Profflc and Tluiyctinyo, certain ga*c- escape from a hot Eg w 
in the ground and burn with a steady flame ri tiring: the dry 
Edison of die year The fjeoph- regard Ihe flame a* she 
forgo of a spectral tknhh wbi> here carri^i on iii« business 
aitr-r death had removed him From his oh] smithy in the 
Village, Once a yra* aII the ItoUidiiilil fire* tnr K-ihma a nr 
estingulrfied ami then lighted afnrdi from the shortly 
fLmc/ 

In China every year, about the beginning of April, certain 
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nffwillic, called StVj’/iVw, lued oF old to gn nlK.nil Slit cmmlt} 
nnutd witli wryMjtill ch*pj*rfS- Tlictf bushier w.i* in ^Lirnnum 
Uic people and command i hem 10 (nil «"U£ every firc H I Iii 
Lilt be,; 1J111 [ 1 i £ of J S tioi.u II Cilil tJ //- i S//Ji / y // f o r 
"eating cold food / 1 I up three days alt household tier* n:- 
imifN'-d extinct • =1 pr cj«- it at Jon For p .lu olenm umcural o i 

the /ire. which look place oil tli fifth or dxlh day of April, 
being the hundred and fifth day after the tinier solstice. 
'Hie tciemony was |>crformcd wltli great pomp by the fame 
©fiidsik who procured the new tire from heaven by reflecting 
the flUftV ray* either from a metal mirror or fruiu a crystal 
on dry Fire thus obtained is called by tlte Chinese 

heavenly il re t and lb Is eh joined in sacrifice* , whereas 
finr elicited by the friction of w>*xj h termed Uy them 
ran lily fur* ami iu use L\ prescribe*! for cooking Aftd oilier 
ilomenth; piupujc*- When once tlie new iinr had thim been 
drawn fttun the ittm, all the people were free to rekindle 
ihnir (huiirilic lusuth* ; and, as a Chinese dUtidi has ti—- 

i>/ f&i £xifdf,\}J /jL*#! .f/r j Ihi'ttiLinJ anrsitg 

/Ir/finmn; 

k'flf .liar JWFIfjC', :*jirtr£ur n /p*i *mty if* /I# xtftr^e if fen 

fheuiAttif Aetttilf 

According to a Chinese philosopher, the reason for thus 
renewing fire periodically is. that the viral principle grows 
weaker and weaker in old fire, whereas in new fixe it b 
young and vigorous This annual mncvmt of hie was a 
ceremony of very ^rear aniujuity in China, since is i= known 
to have beets observed in tiie lime «>f the dynasty, Jifrom 
l wo Lhuibaml years before Christ Under the Tthcoil 
dynasty a change in the calendar led to shifting the fire- 
Festival from spring to the turnmer solstice, bus afterwards 
Ji was bremgbt 3>;ack to its original date. Although Lbc 
custom appesrn to have long hi hen into the burbamiui 

fftbabilimh of Usman* an island tu the south of China still 
caJI a year lp a fur** ns if In rmnunry of the lime when the 
years were reckoned \n* the ftiintcilly recur ring ceremony of 
rekindling the saocJ Sft. s 11 A Japanese ixK-k written two 
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centuries ayo informs m that slick* rmmblinjE the wends 
03cd for offerings at the purification ceremony were pan 
d in veil rttul up in bundle at the fotir corntrs <31 the 
Gis>rt shrine on the last day o! the yeat, The priest*, after 
pm yet* were recites !* broke up the burs tiles artel set fire to 
the sticks whish thr ^icopk then carried home to light their 
household fires with for the New Year, The object at this 
ceremony wa* to avert pesiifencc,* } 

THiinc- In ela^kat anhquity the Greek i 4 tan si of Lem no* was 
devoted to the worship of the smith-god HephneafU4* vto 
wat said to have fallen cm it when Zen* hurled him from 
heaven, 1 Once a year every fin? in the island was ex¬ 
tinguished and remained extinct for nine day's during which 
sacrifices were offered to the deed ami to the infernal giowert. 
New fire was brought in a ship from the sacred isle erf Dckiri 
and with k the fires in the liouses and the workshops were 
rcliL The people said that with the new fire they made & 
new beginning of lift If the ship that bore the sacred 
flame arrived too &con fc ii might not put in 10 shore* but hail 
to cruise in the offing till the nine days were expired. 1 At 
Rome the sacral tire m tlie temple of Vesta wtti kindled 
anew every year on the fij-qi of Marcb k which used to be the 
beginning of the Roman year ^ tlie of lighting it was 
enUup.ted to the Vestal Virgins, and they performed it by 
drilling a hole Ln a board of lucky wood till the Ha me wat 
elicited by frletlou The new Ere thus produced was carried 
into the temple of Veda by one of the virgin* la a broiiie 
sieve. 1 
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Among the Cells of Trdand a new fire iva*. ArijitiaHy 
tin if fed on riuliQWfe’&a or the Eve of Samlmiji, a? they 
cuili J it, the l^usiL day oi Gets ! j, from u'hidi H " 1 Irish new 
vein bewail: and all the hearths tlirtiupEigut the country 
are 33. id to have been relighted from the fresh fire. The place 
wlitre ikte holy (kmc w‘ls lit bore the name of TUchtga 
L,r Timet ; it ha* been identified with a rath or native 
fort on die ill]l of Ward near Allibuy in the comity uT 
Meath, w It was fliers," says the old Irish tustomn T 
Geoffrey Keating, * flint the Festival of the Fire of Tfrtctga 
wtu ordered Lo be held, anil it w\v lliilhcr that the Druids 
of Ireland were worn to repair and tn assemble* in solemn 
meeting, on the cv*; of S^mhain, for the pUrp ! ^w nf making 
a a^ixrifiee to all the gods, It was in that lire fit TJaetga. 
lhat their sacrifice was burnt; and it was made obligatory, 
under pain of punishment, to extinguish alt the fires of 
Ireland, cm that eve;; and the men of Ireland were allowed 
to kindle no other fire but that one ; and for each of the 
nther fire-% which were all tn Ik? lighted from ft, the king of 
Minister was Ui receive a tax of a Sgrfktffp lhat is, of three 
pence* because the land* Upon which Tbclgi was built* 
l«:longs to the portion of Meath which had tarn taken from 
Monitor*” 1 tn the village? near Moscow at the present 
tlfiie the peasants put out all tlieir fires on the aye of the 
fir 5 t id September* and next morning At sunrise a wise man 
or a wise womun rekindle them wti b the help of muttered 
insinuations and ape !::. 1 

Itistnnceii tjf mth practical* might doubtless be multi- 
plied, bui the foregoing examples may sufhCc to render It 
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^itn.vf prohahk that the I'fde; last foil ceremony of lighting ,1 sacred 
•iWne* ,,nv on Easter Saturday had originally nothing to do 
j^* ** * te w 'l** Christianity, but is merely one case of a world-wide 
■1-1 custom which the Church has seen fit to incorporate in its 
A ; V, ,. rM |1 ^- ,c might be supposed that in the Western Church 
(wotaijir * custom was merely * survival of the old Return usage of 
nMh» "tfim rencwin S T}| " fire or the first of March, were It not Linn the 
observance fay the Eastern Church of the custom on the 
same day seems to point back to a still older period when 
the ceremony of lighting a new fire in spring, f^rhajK at 
the vernal equinox. was common to many peoples of the 
Meditofrnjicart area, We may conjecture that wherever *ueb 
a ceremony has been observed, it originally marked the 
beginning of a new year. as ft did in ancient Rome and 
Ireland, ,itiJ as it still doc* in the Sudanese kingdom of 
WarLi! and .urtotig die Swahili of Eastern Africa. 

Tilc ^^ ntiaJ1 V l 1,i y 'n character of I he Easier fire festival 
olth- appears plainly both front the mode in which it is celebrated 
n« by the peasants and from the tppenrtiliou* belief* which 
fcnmti* l hey associate with iL All over northern and central 
22 ^ Germany, from Alt math and AtthaJt cm the east, through 
w*qc?wm Brunswick, Hanover,Ohlenlnitg, the Hunr district, and llcssc 
Md'liiih* ltJ VVestpJiilia the Easter bonfires still blase simultaneously 
on the hili-iops, Ah many a* forty may sometimes tic 
faujIiCT counted within 'ight at once. Long before Easter llte 
J^ ,r * ^ l,u "8 people have Iwen busy collecting firewood; ever)’ 

pro'fcu firmer contribute*, and Ur-barrets, petiolenm case*, and ho 
f^Tc^n- ^’ rt ^ tH ' l,w *^ f bi' pile. Neighbouring villages vie with 
,!it <sh other as to which shall send up the grLMte.it blare. The 
L are nlw*y* kinrlicit, year after year, on lie same hill, 

which accordingly often takes the name of Easter Mountain, 
h h ,t fine rfKxnacle to watch from some ctnuienc- the bon¬ 
fire* Hiring Up one after another on the neighbouring height*. 
M far a« Lhn’r light reaches, so far, In the belief of the 
peasants. the fields will he fruitful and the houses on which 
llwv shine will be safe from conflagration <ir sick tics*. At 

Volkmarvcn and other places in Elesae the profile used to 
obserw which way the wind blew the flames, ami then rhnv 
sowed rta* seed m tha ( direction, con fid mi that it would yrnu 
well. Brands taken from the preserve house, from 
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bciiip struck 1 iv ; jjuj die i-ilk'i Increase the fertility 

of die fields, protect them Tran mice, and mixed uiih 
die drinking-water of cattle make the aiumnis thrive atid 
ensure them, against pLiguc As the flames die down, 
young and old leap over them, and cattle are sometime* 
driven through die smouldering cm tiers. In tome {daces 
tar -bum: Is or wheels wrapt in straw lined to Ik -set on 
fini. and then sent tolling down the hillside. In others 
the boys light torch?* and wisps of straw ,.t she bonfires 
and rush about brandishing them in I heir hands. 

Where the people are divided between Ernie srawbtn and 
Catholicism, us in 1 Hldcshdnt, if has been observed llmt 
among FrWestnnU tins Easter bun fin <• are generally Jeft 
to the boys, while in Catholic district* they are eared for 
by grown-up persons, and here the whole population will 
gutfwr round the Waiting pile and join in singing dioral 
hymn*, which echo far and whip in the ttiilness of night.’ 

In MUiislerLmd tiifie Easter fires arc always kindled tt.. i.mn 
Upon certain definite bilb. which are hence known as Easter 
«r Pasdutl Mountains, The whole community assemble* KmI 
ahum the (ire. Father? of families form an Inner circle JJjJ* 1 * - 
raltnd it, An outer circle it rtimpiscd of the young men AW: .^ 
•old maiden-, who, singing Luster hymns, match round and 
round the fin: En the direction of the -mu, till the hlaie dies 
down. Then the girls pimp over the fire in n line, one 
after the other, each supported by two young men who hold 
Iter hands ami run beside her. When the fire ha-, burned 
nut, (he whole assembly marches in solemn procession tq 
the chiuxh, singing hymns They go thrice round the 
«burch, and then break up, In the twilight boys with 
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btajfng hilmllr; of s lre<v run over the held? to make them 
fruitful 1 At Delrnchhnr-.t ( in Oldenburg, it u~eJ to be I bn 
enjoin to cut down two trees, plant them in the ground 
side by side, and pile twelve tar-barrels, one above Ibe 
mfier, against each ul the trees. Brushwood was then 
heaped about the tree?, and on the evening of Easter 
Saturday the boys, after rushing about with Mar jpg bean¬ 
poles in their hands, set fire to the whole Ai the end ( >r 
tile ceremony rhe urchins tried to blacken each other and 
the clothes of grown-up people* Itt Schaumburg the Easter 
bonfires may he seen blaring on all Uw mo tin taint around 
for miles. t hey arc made with a Ur-bartcJ fastened to a 
pine-tree, which is wrapt in straw. The people dunce 
singing found them.' |ti tlw Harr Mountains the fire is 
commonly marie bjr piling brushwood about a tree and 
setti ng it on fire At Osterode every one tries to match a 
brand from the bonfire and nun about with it ■, the better it 
burns, lire mote lucky it U In Gruml there are torch-races.* 
(tt the A km ark the Easter bonfires arc composed of lar- 
bamds, bee-hives, and w forth, piled round a pule. The 
young folk dance round tJw fire; and when ft has died out, 
the old iblic come and collect the ashes, which they preserve 
a * a rerned y {ot dir ailment? of bees. It k 4Iso believed 
Hat i? far as the blare of the bonfire is visible, the corn 
will grow well throughout the year, and ito COnfagrattun 
will break am ' At Braunrade, in the Harr Mountains. it 
vva- the custom h> I turn .<ju|rrcls in the Easter bonfire/ In 
tire Altiuark, bones were burned In It/ 
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Farther south the Euter fire* are. of ufcctt to be, lit in Tt* 
many district* of Bavaria. Tlwu on Euter .Monday in J" [“ 
“lame part* -if Mid die i’rankcit lire tchoolbuy* collect all the 
old Want-oat besoms l bey can lay Imndv att, and march with 
them in H long procedure u. » neighbouring height. When 
tbr is rut chime of the evening hell on ms up fmm the dsh- 
they «| Itte to the brournt, amt ran along the ridges waving 
them, so that seen from below the hills, appear to be creeled 
with a twinkling and moving chrtin of tire . 1 In some parts 
id Upper Bavaria at Easter hurtling utmn or din;- of wood 
went i]\ul ham hill-trip-, high into the air, as in the Swabian 
*nd Swiss customs Already described , 1 At 1 Jfcemat, Instead of 
the ili c*, an old can-wheel w** -mnetimes wrap: in straw, 
ignited, and sent rolling and blazing down the mountain, The 
lads who hurled the disc* received painted Easter eggs from 
the girls 1 Near Forohheim, in Upper Kranken, n straw man Th. 
culled the Jmhis used to lie IvurncH in the ctardiyard* on 
JvuSirr Saturday, The whole village con tribal id wood to 
the pyre on which he perished, and (hr charm) sticks were 
afterward* kept and planted m the fields on Walpiirgis Day 
(the first of May) to preserve the wheal from blight and 
mildew . 1 About a hundred year* ngo or more (hr custom lit 
Akhemhtberg, in Upper ikv*ria* used to be as follows. On 
the aiTr-rnnon of Easter Saturday the lads coltecTeif wood, 
which fluty piled in .. cnrnfiejif, while in the middle of the 
pile they *c! up .1 tall wooden cross alt fwnthed in straw. 

After fire evening -ervicr they lighted their lanterns at the 
consecrated candle In the church, am! ran with them a! full 
speed to the pyre, cadi striving to get there first, The first 
to arrive -.fit fine to the heap. No woman or pirl might 
entne near the bonfire, but they were allowed to watch it 
from n distance. As the It nines rose the men and lads 
nijoirrd and made merry, shouting, ““ We are burning the 
Judas!" Two of them had to watch the gin wing embers 
the whole night long, lest people should come nrrd steal 
them Next morning at sunrise they carefully collected the 
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fishes, mil threw them into the running water of the Rtrtcn 
brook. The rriafl who had been the first to reach the pyre 
iris* Is> ktndJc it wo* rew.intetl on Easter Sunday by the 
women P who gave httn coloured seggs nt the church door 
Wc: lb to-do women gave him swo ; poorer women gave'him 
only nnCi The object of the whole ceremony was to keep 
off the hath About a century Ago the jucf iS fine, as it wn* 
called, was put down by the ponce, 1 At (jiggen hausen and 
AnfKirehen, two other villages of Upper llavanR* a Similar 
custom prevailed, yet with sonic Interesting difference*. 
Here the ceremony* which took plats between nine ami Ecu 
at night on Easter Saturday 1 uas called " burning [he 
Easter Muil On a height about a mile Irom the village 
the young fellow* ^et up a lull eras* enveloped in straw, so 
!■■,.! ji looked like a man with his arms slrcldv d out This 
w i the liaster Mail- No Jad mukr eighteen yr^r* uf age 
might Utke part in the ceremony. One uf the young men 
sUtiutied himself bfcdilr the Easter Mm. holding in \\h hand a 
egtraertued taper which he hail brought from the church ansi 
light &1 The rest stood al cqua 1 interval in a great drde 
round the cn™„ At a igfvc^i ^gital they mo; si tit rice round 
the circle, and then At a second signal ran straight at the 
ei ► = and it the kd with the lighted taper Inside it ; the 
one who reaches] the j;n»l first bad the right of setting fire 
to the Easier Man. tlreal uas the jubilation whih: he was 
burning. Wlien he had been consumed In the flame*, three 
tiuU w-re chimrn from among the itst, and c^ch oi the 
three drew a circle on the ground with 4 stick thrice round 
111 * ^hea. Then they all left the jpoL On Easier Monday 
the villagers gathered I hr- a she* and strewed them on their 
ficEth ; also they planted in the fields palm-hnmdies which 
had been con*rctttcd on Palim Sunday, and slicks which 
had been charred and hallowed on G-xkJ Friday, all for li t 
purpose of protecting; i heir fid tin agAimtt showers of hail. 
The mstom of burning an Easter Man made of .jtmv on 
Easier Saturday wa* a h^rved aha *1 A bens berg in Lotvrr 
Havana/ In parts of Sivahiu the Easter fires might 
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n< 1 lc Lifiillrrl wl|!i iron or itccl or flint, bui only by the 
fricl&m of wood. 1 

Sri Baden bonfires am *tlU kindled in the churchyards Tbr 
on Easier Saturday, nml ecdi-HiiLsticil refuse of various sorts. 
such ii* earulk: <mds f aid surpfien md the wool used by the 
E» ii Jit in the apphVaiinn of extreme urriifiu, is contained in 
thf flame** At Zortiq™ down to About i ftjo the fire was 
lighted by the priest liy me-a mi of n filnt win eh had ne ver 
Isrsn ti«eii tirfbfc People bring sticks T especially oaken 
streki, char them hi (he fire, and then carry them home anil 
keep them in the hoti*tr ^ a preservative against hghlnuig. 

At Zaanegg these oaken .sticks wrre sword-* h aped, each 
a hoti! ati dl and a hn If long, and they went by the name of 
“ wenthi-r or thunder poln=j 11 fI iiitrpftfhft). \V hen n thunder- •ntmuJir 
^itorm threatened io break nut, one of the sticks was pm ^ 

.. * ^mall fire, in order that the halloa ed emaW* ascending 

t r| the c kinds might ward off the lightnmg Frrim the house 
and (hr hail from the fields and gardens, At Schullbonn 
the oaken tickft h which are thus chaired in the Easier 
bettfire atrd kept in the hou<ie as n protective against 
thunder and lightning, are three in number. ixrrhap^ with 
An allusion to the I rinity : they arc brought every Baiter 
tn he consecrated afresh in the bonfire, til) they are quite 
burnt away. In the take district of Baden it h also 
customary to bum one <if these holy nicks in tlie fire 
whim 4 heavy thunderstorm is raging. 1 Hence it jeemar 
iHjii tfwr ancient m^ocLiiiuu of the oak with llie thunder* 
persist' In (he minds of German peasants to the present 
day, 

Thus the custom of the fomer fires appears tu have Wmmkim 
prevailed M over cenlral and western Germany from north ^j 1 ^ 1 urf 
It? south We find it dso in Holland, where the fires were 
kindled on the highest eminences, and the people danced 
round thrm and leaped through the Haines or over the 
gtawmg embers Here too, as so often in Germany, the 
materials for the bonfire item collected by the young folk 
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from Hoor to door * 1 In many parts of Sweden firearms arc* 
as at Athens* discharged in all directions on Easter eve, and 
huge bonfire* am lighted on hills and eminences Some 
[.copic think that the intention i$ to keep off the Troll and 
other evil spirits who arc especially active at this season/ 
When the afternoon service on Good Friday [3 over, German 
children in Hohctnib drive Judas out of the church by 
miming about Lbe sacred edifice and even the streets shaking 
rattles and dippers. Next day, 011 Easter Saturday; the 
remrdns of die holy oil are burnt before the church door in 
a firt which niUAt be kindled with flint and ,*tecl. This fire 
1 * culled ” the bum trig of Judas/ hut in Ipitc of Its evil 
name a beneficent virtue is Ascribed to it, for she people 
scuffle for the which ilivy put in the roof* of their 

houses as a safeguard against litre and lightning, 1 


| 3. U* Biftiine Firtf 

In the central Highlands of Sen if and bonfire^ known as 
the Behanc flm, were formerly kindled with great ceremony 
m S**t May, itf td the trace- of human sacrifices at 
ll%hianiifl them were particularly clear and ucicqul vocal* The custom 
^ ,r of lighting the bonfires Idhtrd In various pbecs fat into she 
eighteenth tcrttury p and the descriptions of the ceremony by 
writers of that pe riod present -inch a curious and in tern ring 
picture of ancient heathendom surviving in our own country 
that 1 will reproduce them in the words of thdr author* 
The fullest of the descriptions* so far as I know. is. the one 
srii.i.ic bequeathed to us by John ft tun say, bird of Oditertyre, 
******* near Q r \ c ff the p-i^ TO n Q ( Burns and the friend of Sir 
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Walter Sci.it From life voluminous manuscripts, written in 
the last quarter of the eighteenth century, j selection w«u It'”" 1 "/• 
published in the titter pari of the nineteenth century, The m'uw ,Jfnt 
following Account of Beltane Is extracted front a chapter * 
dealing with Highland superstitions. Rain.su y says: *'Uut * 
the most considerable of the Drriidkal festivals t* that qf 
Beltane, or May-day, which was lately observed in some parts 
of the Highlands with extraordinary ceremenme*. Of later 
yetrr'i it it chiefly attended to by young people, pettOru 
advanced in year* considering it as iucooshtetit with tfiejr 
gravity to give it any countenance, Yet a number ftfdrtotn- 
slaneet relative to it may be collected from tradition, or the 
conversation nf very old people, who witnessed this feast in 
their youth, when the ancient rites were better observed. 

“Tltii festival is called in Garik Btef-t&te—f,* . Lite fire 
of jlel, , Ukr tha other public worship of the Druids, 
the Beltane ftnm seems to have teen performed on bin* or 
eminences. They thought it degrading to him w J n>->* temple 
is the utuverse, to suppose dint he would dwell in Any hou»e 
made with hands. Their sacrifice* were therefore offered in 
the open air, frequently upon die tops of hills, where they 
were presented with tin; grandest views of nature, and were 
tteiucit the scat qf ivurmth and order. And, according to 
tradition, such was I he manner of cetcbmllng flits fesUrvI in 
the Highlands within the last hundred years. But since the 
decline of superstition, it has been celebrated by the people 
of each hamlet on some hill or rising ground around which 
their cattle were pasturing. Thither the young folks repaired 
In the morning, and cut a trench, on the summit of which 
a teat of turf was formed for the company. And In the 
middle a pile of wood or other fuel was placed, which of old 
they kindled with Mn-rigi* forced-firr or ntra-firt. Jf«jn» 

Although, for muny years past, they have been contented 
with common fire, yet we shall now describe the procet*. 
because it wti! here after apjiear that recourse is still i«d to 
the teWpii upon extraordinary ttmgr ge uc ies. 

I he night before, all the fires In the country were SW.in 
carefody extinguished, and next morn Lug the materials lor 
exciting this sacred fire were prepared. The. mom primitive HuST'"* 
method seems to be dial which was used in the Island* of * b ® d 
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Skye, Mull, and Tlrec, A wrftU^soiied plank of 0:1k iru 
pnicurcd p In the midst of which a bate wu* bored* A 
wimble of the wine timber wits then applied, tire end nj 
which they fitted to the huEe. Rut in some parts ol the 
mainland the machinery w»i different. They used a frame 
of green wood, of a square form, in the centre of which 1™ 
an axle-tree. In snure places three lime* three persons, in 
Others three rime* nine* were required for turning round by 
turns the axle-tree or wimble. If any of them had been 
guilty of munlcf* .vlu Italy. theft, or other atrodem* crime, 
it was imagined either that the fire would not kiiisiie, or 
that it would bo devoid its uniiil virtue. So boou as any 
spark* were emitted by means of the violent friction, they 
applied a specie,* of agaric which prow* on old birch-trecs, 
and is very cnmhiisilbk, Ibk fire bad the appearance Of 
being immediately drived from heaven. AtuJ manifold were 
the virtue* ascribed to it. They esteemed it a preservative 
against witchcraft and .j sovereign remedy against malignant 
diseases,, both ill the human >pccica and iti eaUSc ; and by 
it the strangest |K>iu>tis wt$t supposed to have their uwliirc 
changed. 

H After kindling Die ban fire with the Uin-tigiH the 
company prepared their victual*, And as soon a* they hud 
finished their local, they a mu red themselves a while in sing¬ 
ing and dancing round list? fira Towards the close of the 
enter;ulna 1 Lent, the perwsn who official e-t l a> nui-tcr of I he 
ftait produced a cake baked with eggs and sefrilopvd 

rtwi i-J the edge, called t\m *\'-nmuh kU tiiU —ir, llie Rdtaite 
cike. It wzb divided huo a number of piece*, and distri¬ 
buted in great furm to the company. TIktc was one 
particular piece which whoever got « a * called rm'/ti&Jk 
— *j , 4 thr Beltane mrfrW, a term of great reproach. 
Tlion hr-* bring known, part of the company Wd huld nf 
him and made a show nf putting him into tlw fire; but the 
majority mtorp-dng,, hr. was rescued. And in some pincers 
they laid him fiat on (he ground, making as if they would 
quarter Him, Afterwards, he was pdted with eggshells, 
and retained tl.rr crihoiH appellation- during die whole year* 
And while the fea-if was fresh in peopled memory t they 
affect*! tn ifgxrak of the mr foal tit?* as dead. 
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" Tills festival was longest observed In the interior i.<™t 
Highlands, for towards the west couit the triton r.r it irr i!;?.,; 1 ' 
f.miCL-’L In Cicnorchy and Lome, ,i huge taken. trmdc on iv-W 
Ihot day, which they consume In the house ; nod In Mull It ^ 
Has .1 iareje hole in the middle, through which, each of the 
cow* in the fold is milked. In Tlree it is of a triangular 
for (Hi The mom ddcHjl |)eoptc re mem lie t when this festival 
was celebrated wittujiil’dov’r* with some solemnity in both 
these I stands. There are at present no vertigo* of It ill Sk)e 
or the Long Island, tin: inhabitant!; nf which have sub*t[luted 
the i wrttint/k MkhtU or St. Michael's cake. It is made at 
Michaelmas with milk and oatmeal, and sonic e™* sre 
sprinkled on Its surface. Part of it is sent to the nrfgh- 
bgqn. 

It is probable that at the original Beltane festival thrre Kriirw, 
were two fires kindled near Cure :j Mother. When any person 1 l ,w ‘ 
is In a Critical dilemma, prr --.rd on each side by umtirrnounC- rLju'U- 
abie difficulties, the Highlanders have a proverb, The / tada 
iiftdii tfteiitt beaSiut* — r.r, he is between the two Bel Line 
fires. There are tn several parts stud! round liiib, which, it 
is Ukc, owe their present names to such solctnu uses One 
of the highest ami most ceutrul in Iceltokil is called CmvA- 
n'nfhti /— is., the bill of die fires. There is another of 
the same name near the kirk of BaJ'tuhfcUer; ami at Killin 
there b a round green runner or which v.vws to have been 
raided by art- It Is called T&m - vau - utttfuu/ —r>, t l r 
cmiiience of the Eio Around it there are the remain* of 
a cEnrnl.il- w.J| about two fo-t high, On tin lop a i *one 
ttlamis upon end. According to the tradition of the in- 
luihiiaiits. it was a. phuv of i'Jrufdk.d w. idiip. ami i: wn$ 
■fforwanls pitched on as thr most venerable spot for holding 
courts of justice For the country of Breadalhane. The earth 
of thb eminence is still thought to be pOssratd of ,!>mt 
healing virtue, for when cattle art ubremwl in be dlreated 
some of it Is sent for, which is tubbed tin the purt affected/* 1 


1 Xtfijor:,'/ *m 4 Sufrtum rm tAt 
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J52;, ,n ll,c f»risH uf Callander, a beautiful district of western 
tUnuiw PertlnhLre, the Beltane cun tom was still in vogue towards 


RS^Sl the end Of the rfghtectrUi century. It has been described 
m follow* by the Jfflriih minister of the time: “ Upon the 
fint day or May, which is Called fMh-tn, or Bai uin day, all 
tiii; boy* in a towmhip or hamlet, meet in the moors. They 
cut n table in the green «xt, of a round figure, by casting a 
trench in the ground, nf such circumference as to hold the 
whole company. They kinrlle a fire, and dress a repast of 
egg^ and milk in the consistence of n custard They knead 
-I cake of oatmeal, which is toasted at the embers rtgairntt ■» 
stone. After the custard is eaten up. they divide the cake 
into so many portions, aa similar as possible to one another 
in iirs and shape, as there arc persons in the company. 
They daub one of these portions all over with charcoal, until 
it be perfectly black. They put all the bits of thn cake 
into a bonnet Every one, blindfold, draws out a [xutton. 
He who holds the bonnet, is entitled to the last bit- Who* 
ever draws tire black bit. Is the devQttd person who is to be 
sacrificed to Baat * whose favour they mean to implore, in 
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beast, There h link doobt of these Inhuman Merifkw 
Imvinj been once nlkred in this country, ii well . 1 * in lh= 
e^it. although they now pass from tin act of sacrificing, and 
(inly compel the itewitJ person to leap Hi tec time* through 
tl.c flames . with which the ccremnuks of this festival are 
do?cd ,,J 

Thomas Pennant, who travelled in Perthshire fn the 
yeor r/ory tells ns Hint - on (lit first of May, the fatih- 
rnL ’ TI of KVCT ¥ village hold their ltd-lien, a rural sacrifice. 
1 hey cut a square trench an litc ground leaving the turf in 
the middle ; on that they make a fire of wood, on which 
they dress a large cJtudk of eggs, lutller, oatmeal and milk ; 
ntrd briny beside^ th- Ingredients of the caudle, plenty ot 
!>ccr and whisky ; Irjr each of tlir Cfiifipany muM contribute 
some thing. 1 he rite* l*egin with spilling some of the caudle 
nti the ground, by way of I ilia firm : on that every one takes 
n coin; of oatmeal, upon which .ire raised turns square knoba, 
cod) '-edicaict! io sortie particular being, the supposed pre 
server of tltefr flock ■■ .inri herds, or to some pm titular animal, 
the real Jiiiimyer of them ; each person then turns hU face to 
the fire, breaks oFT a knob, and flinging it ovci his shoulders, 
*ayv ‘ fins 1 ghic to thee, preserve thou niy horses; this to 
thee, preserve thou my sheep; and so on ' After Hut. they 
uy i he wane ceremony to the noxious animal*: ' Thiit J 

f ’ 1 thee, O fox! spate thou my Limbi. this to thcc 0 
liovdD! etow ( thin to thee. O eagle L' When the ceremony 
is over they dmc on the CAi.dk : ami after the feast h 
finished, whdt left in hid by tw o persons deputed for I hut 
purpisc ; blit on the next Sunday they rrsas tumble, at »l 
tini h the rellqucv of the first e.iieririnmenl " 1 

Another writer of the eighteenth century 1,„ described 
th T ^'jne f^uval y i, WB1 lieftf it. the parish of Logie- 
ra t m I ** «*.«. He says; -On the first of May. 0,^ 

ffiffiftiV* Cort ;. bc ^ »ho »*«mWc by scores in 
the held., to dress a dinner for them**™, „f boiled milk 

StMum%t JtommtfJkMrnU K 2 'SfrSSr * ft W* **d /*mA 

<Ifdmiutrith, cays, ri.’ ' S1U l8 “ s -**.4fr in. 4S 
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mid eggs. Thr-- Hishee they cut with a sort of cakes 
hakcd for the occasion, Bnd hiving «nn|) Jmnfis in thr hrm 
of niffUty raised all over the surface," h In this Ilim account 
no mention is made of kmiiuch, but they went probably 
lighted, for a content pin ary writer i mantis tin that in the 
]i:iri«h of Kirl.michnd, which adjoin* the parish of Igiusii 
on the cast, the custom of ifghting xt fire in the fields ami 
bidting .i consecrated cake on the first of May wan trot quite 
obsolete in hh time.* We may conjecture that the cuke 
with knobs was formerly used for tile purpose of determining 
who should be the “ Beltane cariinc" or victim doomed in 
the flames. A trace of (his custom survived, perhaps, in Ommu 
the custom of baking oatmeal cuke* of n special kind and 
railing than* down hi!l about noon on the Gr&i or May; fur 
ic ™ thought Hint the person whose cake broke aa It tolled 
nonid die or be uji fortunate within ihc year, Thes t e^Les* 
or bamtoefe ** we call them in Scotland, were baked in thr 
u^TtinJ wii y t but they were willed over with a thin bMtei 
composed of ivhip|«d egg* m jQt ^ and u lit tie 

o.itmeaL This custom appears to have prevail J at oi 
near Kingussie in fnvqnie&s-ahine. At Adiicn:cv d, near 
Sfrathpvlfcr in Ko&i-rsbfre, the ltd lane bannocks acre called 
icfuirntm* or band cakes, because they were kneaded entirely 
in the hand, and not on a board or ijblc Hke com man 
cokc-j; and after being hiked they might nut be placed 
fiTiywbtrre but In I lie hands of the chi I then wltu wci- to .. >■ 
them* 

In the tiorlh-eaLit of Scotland she Beltane hies iver* itill 
kindled in the latter half of the eighteenth. century P ifir J f ( ' 
herdsmen of several farms u&ttl to gather dry u -x*,!. kind Jr jv, M 
it, mid dunce thnee times * ^uLkway*" about iht burning £ 
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R,lt l» tl'h regifttt, Actrwffnc to a to ter authority, ibe 
|(ritain: firrs were lit not on the fim but ori llie second of 
May. Of<l Style. They were colled bone-fires. The people 
believed that on that evening and night the witches we ffl 
alirond and busy casting spells on cattle and stealing cow* 1 
milk. To counteract their machinations, piece? or rowan- 
tree and woodbine, bat csficcinlly of rowan-tree, were placed 
over the doors of the «ow-hoiises, and files were kindled by 
every tarmci and cottar. Old thatch, straw, furze, or broom 
was piled in a heap .uni set on fire a Eittle after sunset 
While some of the bystanders kept tossing the blaring mass, 
others hoisted portions of it on pitchfork* or pelts and ran 
hither and thither, holding them a» high as they could. 
Meantime the young people danced round the fire or ran 
through the smoke shouting, ■ Fire 1 blaze and bum the 
witches; fuel fife 1 bum the witches," In ®me district* 0 
targe round cake of oat w barley meal was rolled through 
(be ashes. When all the fuel was consumed, the people 
scattered the ashes far and wide, and till the night grew 
cjuite dark they amt tinted to run through them, crying. 
* Fire I burn the witches,"* 

In the Hebrides “the Bdtanc bannock is smaller Lb mi 
that made at St Michael's, hut is made in the same way; 
tt H no lunger marie in Ui«, but Father Atlan remembers 
seeing his grondmoiher make one about twenty-five yfcv- 
ago. 1 here was also n cheese made, generally on the first 
»f .May, which «a. kept to the next Beltane a* a sort 
of charm against the bewitching of mi Ik-produce. The 

" tane customi ^esm to hnvc been die same as elsewhere. 

Mil T* m OUt a la ^ c ° ,ie Bt on (be top of 
, ^ ~ surf the cattle driven round it sunwards Uirtul-, Ip 

kc*;p off murnuii nil tlic year. Each man would lake home 
fire wherewith to kindle his mm," 1 
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fn Wales alio thr euitotn of lighting Beltane fires at IWuji* 
the beginning ol May used id te observed, but I be tiny oji J |**. *!'« 
which they were kindled varied from the Eve of May Day W*ia. 
to the third of May. The flame vras sometimes elicited by 
the friction of two pieces of oak. as appears from the follow¬ 
ing description. M The fire was done in this way. Nine 
men would turn their pocket?: inside out, and see that every 
piece of money and all initials were off their persons. 

Then the men went into the nearest woods, an a collected 
sticks ot nine different kinds of trees. Their were tarried 
to the spot where the fire had to be built. There a circle 
was cut in the sod. nml the slicks were set cro^u-iio. All 
around the circle the people stood and watched die proceed¬ 
ings. One of the men would then take two bits of oak, 
and rub them together until a tlame was kindled. This 
was applied to thr stick;, and soon a lunge fire wo* made, 
Sometimes ttvo fires were set up side by side. ThdK fires, 
whether one or two, were called i&tktrth oc bonfire. Round 
cakes of oatmeal and bruwn meat were split in four, ami 
placed in i small flour-bag, and everybody present had to 
pick out a portion Tile last bit in the bag fell to the Jot 
of itic bag-bolder. Each person who chanced to pick tip a 
piece of brown-meal c.ike was compelled to leap three times 
over the flames, or to run thrice between the two fire*, by 
which means the people thought they were imr of a 
plcmiiul ];,itvcsL Shouts nnd stiicaitis of tliosc who had 
to face tilt ordeal could be heard ever so fin. arid thu*r who 
chanced to pick tlie oat fin .ij pm lion.- ving .inri danced and 
clapped their hands in approval, a* the holders or the 
brown bits leaped three limes, over the ihnnes, or trm three 
times between tire two fires. As a rule, no danger .mended 
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lhr:,i* ruling celebrations, but uccadoimlly somebody^ 
cltuliL-s might fire, which was quickly pul out The 
greatest fin: oj the year was the eve of May, or May first, 
r-croml, or third* Tin: Midsummer Eve lire war* more fat 
ihr harvest. Very utieu a fire was built on the eve nl 
November Tile hijjli ground near tire C.is;!c Ditches at 
Man twit Major, in llic Vale of Glamorgan, was a lamiikn 
sjmt for the Britauc on May third am! 011 Midsummer 
Lve. . . , Sometime* the Jlclrane fir was lighted by the 
flame? produced by stone: ins tend of wood friction, Charred 
l0i>5 and faggots used in tlie May Ifchacie wtre carefully 
preserved, and from them the next fin. was lighted May 
Itrea Were always slutted with old faggots of the previous 
year, and midsummer from those of the last summer. It 
was unlucky to build .1 midsummer fire from May faggots. 
People carried I he ashrs left after thaw fires to their homes, 
and a charred brand was not only effectual against 
peslilence, bill magical in its usv, A few of the ashes 
placed in a person’s shoes protected Lite wearer from any 
grea t sormw or woe," 1 

Fmm the foregoing account we learn tli.it bonfires were 
kindled in Wales on Midsummer Eve and Halloween ! ihc 
thiity-lir.it r4 Octolier), ;is wtjJT a* at the beginning of May, 
hut that the Ihhanc fires m May were dri-mei the mut 
important To the Midsummer Eve and Hallowe'en fire* 
we ahill return presently. The belief of the people that by 
leaping thrice over I hr inutfitei or running thrric between 
them they ensured a plentiful hurvcit h worthy of note. 
The mode in which this result wan supposed to I* 
broUKln about Is inflated by another writer on Welsh 
folk-hire, according to whom it med to hr. held that ":k- 
Iwitfires lighted hi May or Midsummer protect? I the kind* 
bom sorcery, so tbar peed crop, would follow. The luhf* 
were also considered valuable as charms.'’* Hence it 
a Pf“*” t , that thc *«* of the fire, waft thought in fcrtillre 
tbc fields, not directly by quickening the seeds in the 
gimiud. but Indirectly by counteracting- the baleful influence 
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of witchcraft or perhaps by burning up the persons of flic 
witches. 

* The DruMicai anrdventary of Red »n Bud is still cclir- teiumt 

brated in the late of Man On the first of May* I^J7« the J™,'] 1 lh 

Until fires welt:, as usual on that day, w mm3 crons as to Mm <i? 
give the island the appenriiTFCe of n general roiiHiignilion “ * 

By May Day in Man* folk-lore i s meant May bay Old Style, 
or Sknm Ltm J&mMyn, as il b catted in Manx. The day 

wan one on which the power of elves and witches was 

particularly dreaded* and live peupk resorted to many 
precautions in order to protect themselves against these 
mischievous beings. Heme at daybreak they ml fire to the 
ling or gone* for the purines* of burning out the witches, 
who are wont To lurk hi thr form of hares. 1 On the Hemlock imijib* 
Stone, it natural piUur of mudstone standing on Siapttrfmd j S,^ 1 
Hill in NoUinghanishire, a fire ii^d to be sofetmity kindled tonuriuiA 
uwry year on Jfdtani: Ev«* The citHiom rerms to have 
survived down So the beginning of the nineteenth century j 
old |kcopTe could remember and dcscritie the ceremony long 
after it hat! lallcn into desuetude.* 

I hc liclTjiiH? fires appear to have been kindled also Mew* 
in Ireland for Cormac, “or somebody in tib name, aiyi 
that Mifamt, May-day. wa» so cal Jed from the Mucky 
fire,* or the Mivn fires, 1 which the druids of Erin u*cd to 
make on that day with great incantations; and entile, he 
adds, used to be brought to those fires* or to be driven 
betueen them* as a safeguard against the diseases of the 
year/ 11 Again* a vtriy ancient Irish poem, enumerating 
die May Day celebrations, mentions among them n bonfire 
on a hi(| lUtifinf nr cma ); and another old authority says 
that tfietts fifes were kind ted in the name of the Idol-god 
Bel* From an old life of SL Patrick we team that on a day 
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Itrspring the heathen of Ireland were wont to extinguish 
all their fires until a new fire was kindled with solemn 
ceremony in Use king 1 * house at Tn.r;L Tn the year in 
which St. Patrick landed in Ireland it ehnnecti that the 
night of the extinguished Urea coincided with tine Eve ui 
E&*tcf; md the saint. Ignorant of this pagan superstition, 
resolved to celebrate his first Easter in Ireland after the 
true Christian fashion by Jightltig the holy Paschal fire on 
the hill of Slanc, which riw* high above the left bank of the 
Boytis% about twelve miles from the mouth of the river. 
So that night, looking from bin palace at Tint across rise 
darkened landscape. the king of Tam saw the solitary fire 
flaring on the top of the hill of Slanc* and in consterna¬ 
tion he Asked his wise men what that light meant They 
warned him of the danger tluat it betokened tor the ancient 
faith of Erin * 1 In spite of the difference of date between 
Easier and Beltane, wc may suspect that the new fine 
annually kindled with solemn ceremony about Easier in the 
king of I reland’? palace at Tara wW no other than the Beltane 
fin;* We have seen that in the Highlands of Scotland down 
To modern time- it was customary to extinguish all fire* 
in the neighbourhood before proceeding to kin die the sacicd 
name.* The Irish historian Geoffrey Keating, who wrote in 
the first part of the seventeenth century* tells iib that the men 
of Ireland held ft great fair every year its the month of May 
at UbiiJxh {UMfotagh) in the comity of Meath, H and at ft 
they were wont to exchange their goods and their ware s l i ft ! 
their jewels* At ft* they were, aEiso, wont to make a sacrifice 
to the Arch j God that thev adored,, wiiosL’ iiiinic Bel 
(Mrfl It was, likewise, thdr usage to light two fire? to IWrl T 
in every district of Ireland,at thia season, and to drive a past 
of each kind of cattle that lhe district cont-ducd. between 
those tw© fires, as i preservative to guard them againsit all 
the duca_*ei of that year. It Ia from that fire, thua made in 
honour o! Bel, that the day [the fir-ti of May] mi which the 
rsdble fea*t of the apostles, Philip and Jame#, ifc hdd, ha* 
been. ed!cd In Irairii, or Heritable B&j/tirtmr) ; for Bdtafrd 
fa the nme at Bell-tiring /./. Ttihi Bbiil < Tiam* Varl} or 

1 J. u Eralj. ;rv I.ifryf ^ ^ f<p, I&4 *$f. 
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foils Firr- 1 " 1 The* custom *rf driving citric through or 
between fires on May Day of the cvc of May I Kiy jacr$mied 
in Ireland ttewn to ; time within living meinnfy- Thu* Sir 
John Rhys was informed by * Manxman that an Irish cattle- 
dealer of hb acquaintance u>ed lo drive hb cattle through 
fire uii May Day >t> as tu iin^c them a liitk, dne* he Itflicycd 
that it would pnaerve them from harm When the Manx* 
man win usked where the dealer from, he an weird. 

|s Prom the mountain* over there/ 1 pointing to the Mnumt 
Mo-untalib risen lonmhig faintly in the mists on the western 
horUm* 

The fint of May Is a great popular fcythra! in the more 
midland unit southern pnrH of Sweden. On the eve of ihi: 
fi-ilivah huge bonfires, whidn should Ik lighted by striking 
two flints together, hfozz on all the hills and knolls, Every 
large hamlet has it* own file, round which the young people 
dance rn a ring. The old folk notice whether the flames 
incline to the north nr to the smith. In the funner case, the 
spring will he told and backward ; fn the latter, it will be 
mild and gonial . 1 Similarly* in Bohemia, on the eve of 
May Day, young peopFe kindle fire* on hills and eminences* 
at erctssways, and in paAtiirts 4 and dance round them. They 
lrap over the glowing ember"- or even through l tie flames. 
The ceremony b called Jl burning the witches." lit some 
place? .in effigy representing i w it Hi used to tw burnt in 
the bonfire . 1 We havr to remember that the eve of May 
Day i the notorious W-dpurgb Nighi when c he w richer are 
everywhere speeding itfisecn through the utr ori their bdlbh 
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crmfitk On this witching hfght rfifltbcu in V^igtland al*o 
Hijht bon R reft m 5 he hd^ht* And teap over ilr^sn. Mnrcoyrr. 
they wwvt; bn min l: broom* orlo*5 tlv m mio the air. So far 
as the lighr of Ttie burt finer reach e^, so tar will .1 hlessm g re^t 
on the fields. The kindling of the fires on \\ llpuqyis Night 
h cubed 'driving -way the witches 1+1 The euslum of 
Mndlinj: fire-* nn the eye of !ilny Day (W^ljpmgfi Night) for 
tli': pwrpC^e of bpmiiig the witches i% or used to be, wide¬ 
spread fik Lhe Tyrol, Muravio* Saxony and SUesku* 


$ 4 . 7"/;/ Midsummer Furs 


Hut the sen won at which these fire-fesiivafai have been 
mostly gcjM.r.illy held nil over Eumpe ifl the summer sufclicc, 
ir-»" up | hue is Mid rummer Eve (the Twenty-third ol June or Mid- 
UlBhlHUfiE* summer Day (the iwcmy- fourth of June), A faint (ingc i f 
*hT " ChrfctiAtiily hat been Riven to ilicin by naming Midsummer 
■fttftrlW D:iy after St* John the JkjitMt, but we cannot doubt that the 
Ji'r,” celebration dates from a time long before the beginning of 
immnpr Oiif tm Ttw semmer flbtsifae; or Midsummer Day, is the 
.**£!*' K ™ 11 turning-point m the sun’s career, when, after climbing 
h *' ^ fi - higher and higher Jay by <J:iy In llie -Ly t the luminary stops 
vV-*, iiTK * thencefortli retracts his steps down liir heavenly mail, 

Ifc Such .1 moment could not but br regarded with anxiety by 

primilfvc rnan 'fo roon is he to oWrve arid joinder 

the courses of the (treat light* across the celestial vault ; and 
luvin;* ilIU to learn his own poWArlemtess in face qf the vast 
cyclic efuwigw of nature, he may have fancied that he could 
help the sun in hi* seeming decline—could prop his failing 
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step* ant! rekindle the sinlriiig flame cf ihc fed btnp in hi* 
r . !i[r \uimh tn *nnw Mich Ebofc^liTs Lin i hi nr the midsummer 

foil it a I* >'jf Dtir Kimip-iiri prnsamiy may perhaps have Liken 
their riu:. Wiwtcvff lhi;if origin* they have prevailed nil i«vit 
* hi-. qLim 1 i:T of ibe glebe, i"mm Ireland on the west lo Rq^ui 
on the e**L and from Noway and Sweden on tbr north to 
Spain and Greece on the souths According tn a media-va. n«boi|. 
writer* the three great feature* of the midsummer celebration 
were the bonfires, the procession with torch« round the *nd u* 
field -, isnd tlie custom of robing a wheel* Me tells ns that X--* ni 
bt 3 y> burned bones and filth of various kinds to make a foul ib*fwtiviL 
smoke, and that the smoke drove away certain noxious 
dragons which ac this lime* excited by the summer heut. 
copulated in the air mid poisoned the wells and rivers by 
(tapping their seed into them : and he explains the custom of 
trundling a wheel (o- mean that ihc sun* having now readied 
iIie highest point in Lite ecliptic, begins thencerortvard to 
descend . 1 
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m tifnHr* A |jock! j^encril account of the midsummer customs 
- together with sonic of the reruns popularly alleged for 
cr n. %m observing them, h £iven by Tlipmas Kkrhmcycr. a writer 
E1H]™ Of the jfixtcenih ccnmry, in his poms 7Xf Fejtfs& King- 
dame — 

M Titoe to yayfufl/tail A/Joka Ikt Cto Ah tiirnt y 

Wkr* bwjLrs gr*itf fc tM fo/tf* Jit**/, ht nwy wwf dor iitrmy 
Andjjwg *un rfi^d thmi wt& fr.ndtt, ito i/w/^ 

H V/a i)/ jYj* I&p'^ 

v4mf irttf^r ivArr fiwvrti fmrt t wi/k PwUfr rn Ifctr A&ndt t* 
toy rf// «7*? /b^y |Ai«4r t to* wAjuaftwr r/lM.fr.f fc 
j&$nl tki'*va? tA/ jftwrrj Aektil(£r toj&uw,. An typi m faitft. 

• i r.-rj rAmx tiff mg At tkij dlnn .- V Atitr, t&rff fArm^A to firt nm mftf 

tViik ifRuifttf mifjt/ff J&t *md *H that Aas wti*i (Ary emf fXerrfs ¥ 

Aftt f-frn I rtifk aw^^i drz-vtot ftmf top fitly Af/fi, 

/V-Jm/rjf *#W ASviJ h/j 1 ri/xr i/frf t.vjj fjfcw rifflnrMrtdT to s 

IFAintfp: -top /Airtk* /AfvuyA aU thh yiArt ftvm Agats f& k* f?ft r 
£.*ms ±I&tri gtl nf/.Vtf ntorfr, utf zLtff rif a?td (.vcf iXEJ.fr, 

I^'AiVA t&vertd tmmd to th wf/A tlmr, w*f Ito, tftorfrr Atdti 

An.! mfftgl !*? umi mtumt.iirtJt /■-*. Ar/n/ 4// itoA />r 

/tor Avrtr if ivwMt mdlk rwfrwfr, wkm thrfo appmm to fdykr: 
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fritli or tit Eu ih<r oitifi min 
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RtifrrtMtttg muck tk* Sumfkxf frum tkf h&mnt ffon-n* x&mthifitf 9 
tfrp wJtyy ««t*/ mtirufrwit tig ht t$ £M*r fT, //j&y it//,' 

Z^i/ tk*v I Wpprtt fkat whdtirftl if// gir/ Afrwr'j* /ArpttWf ft *tf/ p 
j(jd tkmt, frfirn Aanrt/t W , in A/*? /Ary dfoW/ rt * 

Fmm these general descriptions which to *orne extent ^lill 
hold good, or did so tiil lately, we sec time the main features 
of the midsummer fireTcstlval resemble thmw which wc have 
found to characterise thr vernal fcrtfwh of fire. The 
similarity of the two set* of ceremonies will plainly appear 
from the following examples* 

A writer of the first half of the sixteenth century informs Tfr* 
m that in almost every village and town of Germany public 
bonfires were kindled on the Eve of St John, and yoa% and Gmainj* 
old, of both sexes, gathered about them and passed the time 
hi dancing and flinging. People on this occasion w ore chaplets 
o( mugwtfrt and vervain, and they looked ai the fire through 
bunches of larkspur which they held in the if hands, believing 
that this would preserve their eyes in a healthy state through¬ 
out the year. As cadi departed, be threw the mug wort and 
vervain into the fire, saying, * May all my 11! luck depart 
and be burnt up with thenc 1 '* At Lower Kon?.. a village 
prclTity situated on a hillside overlooking tlw Moselle* In the 
midst of a wood of walnut-tree* and fruit-tree^ the mid- ^ ttgj 
summer festival twd to be celebrated as fallows, A quantity ^ 
of straw was collected on the top of the steep Strom berg ***£*1 
E1I3L Every inhabitant, or at I cist every he niacin *tder r had rtnwn HiiitU 
to contribute hh share of straw to the pile t a recusant was 
Ifjoked at atfkancc. and if in llie course of the year he 
happened to break a leg or lo*e a child, there was not a 
go&sip in the village but know the reason why. At nightfall 
the whole male population, men and boys, mustered cm the 
tap of the hill ; thv women and girls were nut allowed to 
join them, but had to rake up thrh position at a certain 
spring half-way down the ; lnp^ On the summit ^tood a 
huge wheel completely encased in seme of the attaw which 
had been jotmly contributed by the villagers ; the rest of the 
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■ilmMf was mmlr into lordira. Vwom cadi aide of llic wheel 
the axle-tree prqjecicd About three feet, Lima furnfjaliinft 
!i-i i ulLe^ to the lads who were to guide It En Jt» descent The 
flMyur of the nciglibouriHg town of Sferck. who always 
received .1 basket of chernt* for his service, gave the signal? 
a lightiH torch was Applied to the wheel, and ns it buiat Into 

HtuiTir, two young fellow h, strong-limb'd and swift o[ fool, 
seized tire handles jtmi began running with tt down the 
*Io|*l A great shout went tip Svtry man ami l«>y waved 
a biasing torch in tlic air, and took care to keep it alight so 
long as the wheel w.r- trundling down the hill* Sotm of 
them followed the fiery wiled* ami watched with .imuscmetil 
the ihlftt to which its guidc-r >«re pul in steering ft round 
the hi 1 i I• $ and over the broken ground on ihc modiHalll- 

sfde* The peal object of the youilg men who guided rhe 
wheel wns to plunge it biasing Into the water of the Moselle; 
tun they rarely succeeded in their efforts* for the vineyards 
which cover the greater port of the dedkity impeded their 
progress, and the wheel was often burned oct before it 
reached the rivexi As it rolled past the women and girU nt 
the spring, they raked cries of joy which were answered by 

the men on the top of the mountain; and the shouts were 
echoed by the inhabitants of neighbouring villages who 
watched ihc ipecGAd* from their Mb on she opposite iiasik 
of the Moselle, If the fiery wheel was successfully conveyed 
to the bank of tbe rivet am 1 cMxngufchtid in the water, the 
people looked for an ahiuidnnt vintage Lbat year, and the 
inhabitants of Kttfiz had the right to exact a waggon-load of 
white wine from tbe ^iirmindiug vineyard*. On the other 
hand, they believed that, if they neglected to perform the 
ceremony, the cattle wool d be attacked by girldme^ and 
cooviiklom and would dance in iheir stalk 1 

Down at least to the middle of the nineteenth century 
the midsummer fire* used so blstj&e all over Upper levari a. 
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Hire were Ichnlled especially on the nutmlultH, but aho far 
anil wide isL the lovKiUid^ arid vie? Arc told that hi the dark- 
N'T ami ttJtlnw «.jf night llie moving groups, lit up by 
the dickering glow of th^ flames, presented an imprest e 
4|>cctacle In ititM placet the people shewed their kw uf 
llie aridity of the fifts by nsin^ for fuel the trees psai which 
the gay procession had dialed, with fluttering bindery on 
^'frrpii* Christ) Day, In others the children cullcettd the 
firew ood from door to door mi tlir ev e of the festival, Edging 
their request for fuel at every %mm hi doggerel V«c. Cattle c*rn# 
were driven thmugh the lire to cure the flick animals and to ;l 
guard such as were sound iigain^t plague and harm of every ik=*-- 
kinci throughout the year. Many a householder oh lhat Th*m?w 
day pul out the fire on the domestic hearth and rekindled 
it by me; ei is of a brand taken from the vnidimi timer bonfire. 

The people judged of the height to which the this would ; n 
grow in ihc year by the height to which the flames of the ^* 1 ,^ 1 *, 
bonfire rose ; and whoever leaped over the burning pile wao ^ |U "^ 
sure not to sufTei from backache in reaping the corn at 
harvest. But it was especially the practice for lover* to 
spring over the fire hand in hand, and the way in which 
each couple mink the leap wiu the subject of many a just 
and many a supcrslitkiu In one district the custom of 
kindling the bonfires was combined whh that of lighting 
wooden discs and hurling them in the air after die manner 
which prevails at some of the spring ftsiivalsJ In many 
parts of Bavaria it wtia believed that the fh* would grow as 
high a s the young people leaped over the fire* In others 
the old Tolk used to plant three chimed slicks from the 
bonfire in the field*, bdledng that shi* would make the flux 
grow tall/ Elsewhere an extinguished brand was pul in 
the mot of the hmiM? to protect it against fire. In the towns 
about Wtirtburg the hi rifirc* xmd to be kindled In She 
market-places* ami the young people who jumped over them 
mitt garlands of flawm, especially of mugwirtt and vervain, 
and carried sprigs of Larkspur in their bomi-c They thought 
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that such as looked At the fire holding a hit of larkspur 
before their face would be troubled by no malady of the 
nr.imn* eyes throughout thc yean 1 Further, it wa* customary nt 
Wtobun^ittthe«art«tith century, for the bishops follower? 
1 LW to throw burning d[fc? of wood Into ihc air from 21 mountain 

which overhang the town. The disc? were discharged by 
means of flexible rod?, and in their flight through the dark¬ 
ness presented the nppeamnee of fi^ry dragons, 1 
Ei:r in the valley of the Lech, which divides Upper tkiv-triu 

from Swabia, the midsiiTnrner customs and beliefs are, or 
used to be, very similar, Bon tires are kindled on the 
mountains on Midsummer Day; and besides the bonfire 
a cull beam, thickly wrapt in straw And surmounted by a 
crosspiece,, is burned in many places. Round this ;ts 
It bums the lads dance with bud shouts; and when the 
Flames have subsided, ihe young people leap ever the fire In 
On?ni pairs* a young man and a young woman together* If they 
itpMi* 1 * imsmlrched, the man will not suffer from fever, am] 

Hkt the prl will not become a mother within the year. Further, 
iE is believed that the flax will grow that year as high ai 
they Irap over 1 tie Hr* ; and that if a churmi billet be taken 
from the fire and stuck in a Jlax-field it will promote the 
growth of the flax, 1 Similarly in Swabia, lads and ]u^-.r\ 
haiul in hand, leap over the midsummer bonfire, praying 
that the hemp may grow three ella high, mid they jet fire 
to wheels of straw and send them rolling down the hill 
fWiL-jg Among the phot* where burning wheels were thus howled 
d«wn hill AX Midsummer were the Bohcnstaufcn mountain? 
Uii in Wurttfribcrg 1 and the Fruitcnhrrg near Gcrhanacn. 1 
At Ocffirtgcn, in Swabia, as the people: sprang over the mid- 
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summer bonfire they cried out, u l lo, flux * may the flax 
Ulig year grow seven clfe high!" 1 At RottenbiiTg in rtorrin* 
SwidbLa, down to the year 1S07 or 1808, the festival was 
marked by some special features. About mid-day troops 
-jf boys went about the lowrt begging Tor firewood at the *“** 
In-uses. In each troop there were three: leaders* one of 
whoErt carried a digger, a second a paper banner, and ft 
third a white plate cnvi. red with a white cloth* These three 
entered each house and irtiled versed In which they ex¬ 
pressed an intention of routing Marlin Luihef and send¬ 
ing him to the devil; and for this meritorious service they 
existed to be paid* the contributions being received In 
the doth-cave red plate* In the evening they counted up 
itsdr money and prweededi to “behead the AnjpebfTiari/' 
l-Vjf thii ceremony an ope^ apace was diu*en f sometime* in 
the middle of the town Here 3 stake was thrust into the 
ground Jiid iftntw wrajrt about it, so as fo make a rude 
effigy of human form with aims, lira cl, and face, Every 
botf brought a handful of naregay* and fastened them to 
the straw- m an, who was thus out Loped in Bowen*- huel 
wiu helped about the *take and set on fire. When the 
Angebman, as the straw effigy wa* called, Ma*ed up. all the 
boys of the neighlxmirhood, ivho had gathered expectantly 
around. fell upon him with their wooden a word* and hewed 
him to pieces. As soon ag he hsid vanished in smoke and 
flatne^ the lads leaped backward and forward over the glow¬ 
ing embers, and later in the evening they feasted ©ti the 
proceeds of their collect Inn. 3 Here the Angel-man burnt 
In the fire appears to be identified with Martin Lrithrr. to 
wiium, as wc have umiu ^illusion was made during the 
liou'ic-to-hotisc viaitatFore The identification was probably 
modern* For we titay assume that ihe custom of burning 
an effigy in the Midsummer bonfire fs far older than the 
time of Luther 

In lUden the children used to collect fuel from house tu* mi* 
to Imnse for the Midauininer bonfire nn St John s Day ^ fm ^ 
anil kdi and lasses leaped over the fire in couples* tee.bM 
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an elsewhere, a close connexion was traced between these 
riihflrti Lhlui llrts anti the llatttt&L In igatu* places it was thought 

^ *hfit those who taped over the fire* uouM not suffer fruiu 
hack ache at reaping- Sometimes* lu Llic young folk sprang 
Oirr tlm fbunea, they cried, w Grow, that the hemp may be 
three etb high 1 " This notion that the hemp or the cum 
would grow as high the ikmc* blazed or a* the people 
jumped over them, scerns to hiivt been widespread in Ihtdcm 
It was held that the parents of the young [Kinpie who 
bounded highest over the fife would have die most aliumkinl 
harvest ; and on the other hand, if a man contributed nothing 
t>J the bonfire, it wa* imagined that there would be no Mess- 
ing on hi# craps and that hb hemp in particular would 
ucvjrr gTuwJ tn the neighbourhood of Buhl and Achcm 
Mur Su John's fires were kindled on tli«. tc-p^ of hills , only 
tl< - unmarried |ud> of the village brought the fuel, and only 
Mu: unmarried young intU and women sprang through the 
n.14* 1 ■ • Hin munt nf e hit vi I lagers, old and young, gathered 

round thr bilifiteii, leaving .1 cIcut space for ;hc Ecaj>cre to 
take their mu One of the bystanders would call nut the 
n j me* of a. pair of sweethearts; on which the two would 
* lr P im |fn|Sl [| 1 l throng, lake each Other by the hand, and 
!r_.^p high and lightly through the swirling smoke and games, 
ivfijle th; spectators watched them critically aud drew omens 
a( thdr married life from the height to which each of them 
bounded. i?snrh an invitation lo jump together Over the 
bonfire was regarded its tantamount to a public bctrathaL 1 
Near nffcubm^ in the Black Forest, o« Midsummer Day 
the village boys used to Collect faggots and straw on some 
B,rc T a,, d conspicuous height, am I they spent ^me lime in 
nuking circular wooden dhc^ by slicing the trunk of a pine- 
ZT* t«e_«o»sfc When darkness had fallen, they kindled the 
i; , nr, Entire, and then, aa it bland i:p. ljuy lighted the dUcs at 
if, amk after swinging diem L and fro at the end of 3 stout 
mad stipple liarr_l^and f they hurled them one after the other, 
whining and flaming, imo the atr, where they described 
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gfwi nfts of fire, m frill at length, \ik c shooting*8tan?, at she tu«j. 
foot of the mountniV 1 \n many pema of Alsace and l-or- 
rainc ihc mid summer fires all 11 bla*£ annually or did so not r. 
yery many ycara ago* Al Spdclier in the Eifc| # a district 
whieEt Jics on the middle Rhine., to the west of Cobienlx, a 
bonfire n*r*l to lx- kindled in front of the village on Sl 1 
John's Day, and nJL Hie young people had it> jump over it, Timnmrt- 
Thtiact who failed to do so were not .allowed to join the rest 
In tagging for egg* from house to house. Where tin eggs 
were givenp they drove u wedge into the keyhole of the 
dour. On tlii- flay children lit the Eifcl used also to gather 
fhwerc hi ihe fields, weave them into garland*, and throw 
the garland* or? the roufa or hang them on the doors of the 
h ousts. So long as the Jim™ s remained I here* they were 
supposed to guard the house fmin fire and lightning. 1 In 
th^ southern Har£ dmrict and in Thuringia iIll- Midmutinrr 
nr St, John's fires Used lo be commonly lighted down in 
about the middle: nf the nineteenth century, and Ihe cubic-m 
has probably not died out. At Edendoben, near Sanger- 
hausen, a high pole was planted in the ground and a I.it- 
barrel was hung from it try a chain which reached Ip the * 
ground. The barrel was then s?et on tire and swung round ^ 
the pole amid shouts of }ory* 

According lo one account German tradition required 
that the mlikumtncf fire should be lighted, nm from a com- e™ \ 
mon hearth, but by the friction of two torts oi wood, namely 
oak and fir, 1 lu some old farm-houses of tlic Suienthal mid 0 | * nlcI i i a 
WifkcnLb.il. In Su'lL:riiauij r t j couple of holes or ft whole row 
of Lhean jiiay be seen facing each other in Lhe door-posta of rTUncL 
Uif Lam oi stable, Sometimes the holes arts smooth and 
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riiunJ ; sometime* tbry an; deeply burnt mul blackened. 
Jliu expIaiimthMi o[ tJicju t& itti.4. About midsummer but 
capec hilly on Midsummer I>ay f two audh liulcs arc bored 
opporile each other, Into which the extremities of a strong 
pole arc fixed Tin* holes arc then stuffed with tow steeped 
in rs-sm and oil; a rope h looped round the pole, and two 
young fjftcn» who must be brothers or must have the same 
faaptbmiil name* and must be of the srac age, pull the eocia 
of the rope hack ward* am! forward* so as to make the pel* 
revolve rapidly* tilt smoke and sparks twmc from the two 
holes in the door-post^ The sparks arc caught and blown 
tip with tinder, arid this h tin: new a ml pure fire, the 
appearance of which h greeted w ith cries of joy F Heap* of 
eonrhujiibk malfrrbli arc n *w ignited willi Ihc new fire, and 
blaring bundle* are placed on board? und sent floating down 
the brook The boys light torches at the new fire ami run 
to fumigate the pastures. This is believed to drive away all 
the demons and witches that molest the cattle. Finally the 
torches art thrown in a heap on the meadow and allowed to 
bum out On their way back line boys strew the ashes over 
the fields, which is supposed to make them fertile. If a 
former has taken possession of a new house* or if servants 
have changed masters, the boys fumigate the new* abode juhJ 
arc rewarded by the farmer with 2 supper. 1 

fu Silesia, from the south eastern part of the Sudeten 
range and north* wiativArd m for as Lausitr, I lie mountains 
arc ablaze with bemfires on Midsummer Eve \ and from tint 
valley* and the plains round about l.cobsdidtz, N grata (It, 
2u!a Ods. and other place* answering fires twinkle through 
the deepening gloom. While they are smouldering and 
freodtog forth volumes of smoke across ihe fields, young men 
kindle broom*?tiujip3, soaked in pitch, at ihe bonfires and 
then, brandishing the stumps, which emit showers of sparks* 
they chase one another or donee with the girls round the 
burning pile- Shots too, ate fired, and slum's raised. The 
fire, the truckc. the shots, and the shouts are All intended to 
scare away the witches, who arc let loose on this witching 
day. and who would certainly work barm to the crops and the 
cattle, if they were not deterred by these salutary measures 

1 d L Ifodibok* .LSr*Hx&*+ tibub vm .4 Jb 1111.4 [Uerliu, ii 144 W a 
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Mere eoutiicl with ilic fire brings all sorts at blissing. 

Hence, tvhim till' bonfire h burning low, the lu*b leap twar ii, 
rtiiij tin. Lis ! " r they Ljumf, the bcw:i 1$ s I.. luck in stoiv for 
ihrrns He who ■ ufpaSMi hid fellows [f the hero of the day 
and i* much admired by the village girls. It ia also thought 
lo tie very good for fhe eyes to state steadily at the bonfire 
without blinking; moreover he who doe? *o will not drowse 
cind fall a .sleep belittles in the long winter cremngfc On 
Midsummer live the windows and deers of hernia in Silesia 
are crowned with flower^ esjice rally with the blue com* 
flower? and die bright ooriHndflcs; in aome villages long 
strings o\ gar kind* and n^egitys are stretched acio** the 
streets, The people believe that on that night -St. John 
cornea down from heaven to hie*? the flowers and to keep 
all evil things from hou^e and home, 1 

In Denmark and Norway nl*0 Midsummer fires wereTb*\iM. 
kindled on St. John + s Eve on roads, open space*, arid hill? £^ThT 
People in Norway thought that the fires banished *ickfie!-v 
from among the cuttle. 1 Even yet the fires are ^aid io be ndcm* 
lighted M over Norway on the night of June the Twenty- 
third. Midsummer Eve> Old Style* As many as fifty or 
ilxiy bonfires may often be counted burning on the hills 
nitind Bergen* Sometimes fuel \3 piled on ntfb, ignited, and 
ulbiied to drift blaiing across the fiords in the darkness of 
night* "Hit fires are thought to be kindled in order to keep K^r{a C 
off Lbe wiidic^ w b*> Bald to he Hying from ail parts 
ihni night to the Block sbcrg h tv lie re the big witch lives. 1 
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In Sweden ihe Eve of St. John {St, Hans) is the most 
jcp\ tiU” night of the whole year, Throughout some parts 
of the country, e*}jcdally hi tin: provinces of Bohns and 
Scan hi and in districts horJerij^ on Norway, it h celc^ 
br.ited by the frequent dfcdurge of Itvc-uuis and by huge 
bonfire*. formerly called Balder 1 * BafelijM (fi.r&hrr ifffitr) fc 
whkh are kindled M dusk on ItlUs amJ eminence* ami 
thrtm' a glare of light over the nurmuiidfrig lainiscape 
The people dry tee round the fire- and bap over or through 
liicra In parts of Norrlaiul cm Sl John's Eve the bon 
fires are Jit at the cros^-mads, The fuel condsts of nine 
different *orta id wood, f^sd the Rportators i ^i Into I he 
ihiinu n kind of tund-iiool {Afrvz4;i in order to countemci 
the power of the Trolla and other evil Hjdrlls, who are 
believed b> lie abmml that night ■ fur M that mystic reason 
tlic mountain* open ami fam tbrir cavernous depths the 
Utica tiny crew pour* forth to dance sn A d isport themse l ves 
fo? a liras. The pedants believe that should any of the 
1 tolly be ill the Vicinity they wilt shew theinseJvcrs ; and if 
an animal, Fur example a he nr she goat, happens to be 
*cei! near the blaring, crackling pile, the peasants are firmly 
persuaded £ bal it is no other than the Evil One lit pernon, 1 
hurt her,, it H curves to be remarked that in Sweden St. John's 
hvc is .1 festival c-t water as wTif as of fire ; for certain holy 
spring5 a re then supposed to be endowed with wonderful 
medicinal virtues,and many s lc k people report to then Tor 
the healing of (heir Infirmities. T 

In SwiUerfand on Midsummer Ere fm-> arc, or used to 
be, kindled on hi^h places in the canton* of Bern. Mcuchmcl, 
\a2atj\ and Geneva . 1 | n Austria the midsummer custom* 
und superstitions mumble flu.se of Germany Thus in *Hf)G 
pans of the Tyrol bonfire an kindled and burning disc* 
hurled into the airj 1 Ju the lower valley of the Ittn a tatter* 
dcm.iIJnn effigy b carted at«UE the village on Midsummer 
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Day and then burned He Is tailed the w hfch ha. 

been corruptc 1 into Luther, At Ambras^Gticof live villas |j£ 1 

when- M mi in Luther b Lhu* burned in t fii.-y, (Imy say ihiit 
if you go through the villas between eleven and twelve »m 
SL JWm P * Night and wash yutmiejf in three wd)j p you will 
sst? all who arc to die in the follow frig year.* At Grata on 
Si, John's Eve (the twenty-third of June) the common people 
used to make a puppet called the TMrtttann, which they 
dragged h> she bleaching ground* and pelted with burning 
besom* Till it took fire*® At Reillte, In the Tyrol, people 
believed that the flax would gmw as high as they leaped 
over the midsummer bonfire, and they took pieces of charred 
wood tmin ibr fire mid jttfck them In their lL\-fidcL the 
artier night, leaving them ilicre till the hat™* had 
been got in, 1 In Lower Austria fires arc lit in the fields 
commonly in front of a emit, and the people dance ami 
ring round them and throw flowers into the flaniei Before 
each handful of flowers b tossed into the fire, a sc! speech 
is made ; then (he dance Is resumed 4uad the dancers nig 
in chorus the last words of tin; spocck At evening bonftiX* 
are kindled on the hdghtE* and the Ixrys caper mum! 
them, brandishing lighted fnrehen drenched in pitch. Who¬ 
ever jumps thrice across the fire will not suffer from fever 
within the year. Cart-wheels are often smeared with pitch* BmUtif 
ignited, and sent rolling and biasing down tl:e hillsides. 1 

Alt over Bohemia bonfire# still bum On Midsummer ttowsWa 
Even In She afternoon bovs go about with Handcarts 
fmiti house to bra use coll relink fiiLl. inch aa slicks, brush- &;« i, 
wood* old Ik: vio iu■« r and so forth They make iheir request li«hr=n-». 
at each house In rhyming verses, thnsralefrinj; with evil 
consequences- the curmudgeons who refuse ihcro ai dote. 
Sometime* live young men fell a tail straight fir in the 
wooda mill o-t it up on a height, where die girls deck it 
with noiegmy^ wreathe of leave*, and red ribbons. Then 
bmsimood i5 piled About it* atuJ ai night fiill the whole I* set 
an fire. While Hie flames break oul p the young men climb 
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the tr re and fetch down the Wallis which the girls had 
placed eti IL After iliat, ladi and las*cs *taml on opposite 
side* of the fire arid look at otic another through the wreaths 
to sec whether they will be true to each Other and mairy 
within the year. A ho the girls throw the w real Is across 
the Haines to the trim, and woe to the awkward swain who 
fait* to ouch the wreath thrown him by his sweetheart 
When the blare Jim died down, each couple takes hands, 
an J leap- thiice aeroa* the Jim. He or she Who does so 
will be free from ague throughout the year, and the Has 
will grow as high a* die young folks leap, A girl who 
tints; bonfires on Midsummer live will marry tafonr the year 
ilWnnwS# ss olil The ringed wreaths air earned home and carefully 
preserved 1 brougham the year. During thunderstorms a 
irk of the wreath is burned cm the health with a prayer ; 
s*'une of it is given to klnethat arc sick or calving, kind some 
of it serve* to fumigate hnusc and cattk-HtalJ, that imn am! 
brutt may keep hale and well. Sometimes an old cartn 
wheel is smeared with resin, Egnftcd t and sent rolling down 
the hill Often the boys collect all the worn-out besoms 
they can get hold oft dip them in pitch* and living set them 
on fire wave them about or throw them high into the air 
Or they rush down the hillside in troops, brandishing the 
flaming brooms and shouting* only however to return to the 
bonfire on the summit when the brooms have burnt unt. 
Eitihrni af The stumps of the broom & and cmliefft from the fire Lire 
rt^rfh preserved and stuck in cabbage gardens lo protect the 
cabbages from caterpillar# and gnats. Some people insert 
E^Jv^Lj charred sticks ami ashes from the bonfire fn their town 
fields and meadows, in Uidr gardens and the roof? of their 
house* a# a talisman against lightning and tout weather; 
or they Taney that the aihcs placed in the roof will prevent 
any fire from breaking out In the bftar^« In strike dlilffe* 
they crown or gird thern.netvr* with mugwert while the 
midsummer fiic h burning, for this is supposed to be a pvt- 
tectiun against ghosts, witches, and sickness; \n particular, 
a wreath of lungwort ti a sure pmcmhc of sore eye* 
Some dm es the glrh look at the bonfires through garland* 
of wild flower* praying ihn fire to strengthen thfiir eye* and 
tyciiil*. She who does this thrice will have up sore eyes 
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all that year, to some parts of Jlohemta they used to drivn eou* 
the cows through the midsummer fire to guard them ttgaiusi " 
witchcraft. 1 

The Germans of Morn - , i.i in like manner still light 71,* u\,i 
bonfires 011 open grounds and high places on Midsummer ’ 

Eve. and they kindle besoms in the flames ami then 
stick the charred slumps in the cabbage*held* as a 
powerful pro tec I ion against caterpillars. On the mne a.e diiui.i 
tnystle evening Moravian girls gather Rotcn of trine sorts C ™ cl * T 
and lav them under ilieir pillow when they go to sirup ; 
then they dream every one of him who is to he her partner 
for life. For in Moravia maidens in their bed* S3 well as 
poels by haunted stream:- have their Midsummer Night's 
dreams-* In Austrian Silciisi tire curium ,il-o prevail* of 
lighting great bon foes on hilltop* on Midsummer Eve. and 
' . re too the boys swing hUafog txsntm or hurl them high 
tn the air, while they ‘haul and leap and dance wildly, 

Next morning every door is decker! with flowers and birchen 
sapling*. 1 In the district of Cracow, especially towards the 
Carpathian Mountains, great firet are kindled by the 
peasants in lb* fields or on lh* heights at nightfall on 
Midsummer Eve, which among them goes by the name of 
KupalnA Night. Hie fir* must he kindled by the friction fire 
■ d two sticks. The young pcopk dance round or leap user 
it. and a band of sturdy fellows run .1 rate with lighted 
torehts, the winner being rewarded with n ficacock's feather, 
which lie keeps throughout the year as u distinction. Cattle 
alsii are driven round the fire in the belief that this is a 
charm against pestilence and disease of every sort* 
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■nksif.ii The mrnc of KiijfciV* Night, applied in this part of 
\™" n tZ alT GmUo» to Midsummer Eve. reminds us dial .we have now 
tuT^dvi’ piu-svd frosn German la Slavonic ground : even in bohemia 
■m h t j le p [l iJjonuLjei tt-]i.-br-n ion k common to Slavs and 
Germans* We have already seen that in Russia the 
summer solstice or Eve of St John is celebrated by voting 
men and maiden^ who jump r*vcf a bonfire in couples 
carrying a Straw effigy of KupJo in their ttr ms. 1 TtL gomre 
parts of Russia an image of KupaJo k burnt or thrown into 
pi stream on Sl John's Night 1 Agplt^ in some districts 
of Russia the ynttng folk wear garlands or dowers and 
girdle* of holy herb* when they spring through the smoke 
ciuy or dailies; anti ^orntrLiiucs they drive the cattle also through 
the lire in order to protect the animal* ayainss wizard* and 
mt-rtfi witches, who arc ihcn nivcuuuv after milk, 1 in Little 

Russia a stake h driven inm the ground on St John 1 * 
Night, wrapt in straw, and wt on fire, As the flame* 
ri« the pca*snf women ilimw birchen boughs brio them, 
‘n*** 1 iayittg, "May my ftuc be aj tall as iliiu hough 1 1,1 In 
Jt iiiLiSt Ruelwnio the bonfires are lighted by .1 flame procured by 

a *uuj the friction wood, White the deters of the party are 

engaged in thus "churning* the lire, the rest Ttuffituin a 
respectful silence; hut when the Ebmc bursts from the 

wood, they break forth into joyous songs. As soon 35 the 
bonfires are kindled. I he young people take hands and leap 
in pairs Through the nmokc, if noi through the flames : and 
after that the cattle in their tarn are driven through the fire. 1 
ti- mp.t tn many para of Prussia and Lit I maul a great fires it re 
kindled op Midsummer Eve. ATI Lire heights are a hi arc 
| 1 ^ with them, as fair as the eye can see Tire fires are supposed 
.,-jJiii V- to be a proiedtson Against witchcraft, thunder, Jmil, and 
cattle disease, especially if next morning the Cattle are 
*mWaflL, driven over the placer* where the fires burned. Above alb 
the bonfires ensure the farmer against the aft* of witches 
who try to steal the milk from htn cows by chanft* and 
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■pctls, Thflt b why ncxi morning you may ice the young 
fc)kw^ who Sit i lie bonfire going from bouse to house mid 
receiving jugfuls of milk And for the same reason they 
stick burs and lungwort on tlie gate or die hedge through 
which the cows go to pasture^ because I licit Li supposed to 
tea preservative against witchcraft. 1 fu Mas letch, a district Tm-* mb 
of Eastern Prussia inhabited hy a branch of tile Polish 
family* it is the custom on ihe evening of Midsummer Dav 
To put out sdl ihe fire* in the village. Then an oaken *4ake 
h driven into ihn ground and a wheel Is fixed on it a* on 
an 3.x1c. Thil wheel the vdlagers, working by idavj, came 
to revolve with great rapidity (ill fire is produced by friction, 
livery one takes homr .. 1 j.. a E l s. ! brand bom the «» iv fire 
and with it reltlndJes the fi/e on the domestic hearth, 1 
tu the sixteen* h century Martin of Urminw, a Fblhh pifcjt* 
denounce I the heathen practice* of the women who un St. 

John's Eve (Midsummer Eve) Umthd fin^ by the friction 
of wood, danced, and sang songs In honour of the devil 1 

Among the Letts who inhabit the Baltic provinces of Tt»* Wni- 
Russia the m»L joyful festival of the year is livid on Mid- 
summer Day. The people drink and dance and *iitg and 
adorn th&msclvcs and thdr houses with flowers and branches R^Htla, 
Chopped boughs of fir are strewn about the ronm^ and 
leave* -ire stuck tu tlie mofc. In every farm yard a bird) 
free is vrt Up, and every person of the name of John wtm 
enters the farm that day must break tiff a twig from She tree 
rind hang up on its brajRhc* in return a small present for 
the family. When the serene twilight of the summer night 
has veiled the lamlftcapc, bonfires gleam on all the hills, and 
wild shouts of *Lrgho! Ugho! l+ edio from the woods and 
fields. In Rhp the day is a fositvaj of dowers. From all 
the rafghbourhcKKl the peasants stream into the diy laden 
with flouerr. and garlands A market of flowera is held in 
art ™>iicn ^imne nnd on (he chief bridge over the river; here 
wreaths of immortelles, which grow wild in hie meadows 
and woodi, are stfdd in great profusion and drek the- house* 
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of RMa for long afterwords* Rosses, ton, are now at the 
prime of the If Ijcauty, ami masses of them ad urn the Rower* 
stall* Till far into the night gay crowds parade the steels 
io mmic or float on the river in gemdolua decked with 
(tewocs . 1 So long ago in ancient Rome barges crowned 
with flower* -md crowded with revellers used to float down 
tl.L- Tiber on Midsummer Day. the twenty-fourth of June * and 
no doubt the si rains of music were wafted as sweetly across 
I hr water to listeners on the banks as they still are to the 
throng of merry makers a t Riga. 

Jkmfire* are commonly kindled hy the South Slavonian 
peasantry on Midsummer Eve T and lads and tildes dance 
.l r 1 :i ihont round them its the usual way. The very names 
of St. John's Day if'Mtije) jjjJ the St. John's fires fir/itf) 
ate said tg act like electric *purk* on the hearts and minds 
of Slie^e swains kindling a thousand wild, merry, and hippy 
fa uric* a tie] idea* in their mitte brcaiLu At Kamenagara 
h Croatia the herdsmen throw nine three-year old vines into 
the b ufiic, arid when these hurst into flames the young men 
who are candidates for matrimony jump through the blare 
He who succeed* in leaping over the fire without singeing 
himsdf will be married within the year At Vtdovec in 
Croatia parties of two gW> and one lad unite to kindle a 
Midsummer bonfire and to Icrap ihmitgh the flames ; he ni 
she who leaps furthest wiit soonest wed, Afterwards lads 

ami lasses dance in separate rings* but the ring of fads 
humps up against the ring «r glsrls nml break* il, and the 
girl who lias to let go her neighbour's hand wrll Inrsuke her 
true love hereafter 1 Jn Servin on Midsummer Eve herds¬ 
men light torches of birch bark and march round the 
shcepfoMs and cattle-stalk; then they climb the hills and 
there allow the torches to bum out* 

Among the Magyars in Hungary the midsummer fiie- 
fcstiv.il is marked by the same features ttisit meti us in so 
many parts of Europe. On Mldmimmct Eve in many 
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places it beiiBtvndkiy to kindle bonfire on heights bnd to 
leap over them* and from ihc manner in which i lie young 
people leap ihe bystander* predict whether they will marry 
soon. At Nograd * Ludany the young men and women, 
each carrying ;i truss of straw, repair to a meadow, where 
they pile the straw in seven or twelve heap# and set it on 
fire. Then they go round the fire singing, and hold a 
bunch of Iron-wort in the smoke, while they say, * No boil 
on my body p no sprain In my foot 1* This holding of the 
flowers over the fldines h regarded, we are told, u* equally 
important wills the practice of walking through the fire 
barefoot and stumping it out. On tills day also many 
Hungarian awtnclicnb make Ere by rotating awheel round 
a wooden asdr wrapt in he in pi, and through the fire llm* 
maik they drive their pig# ro preserve them from sickness. 1 
In vflhiges on Uic Danube, where the population h a cpms 
between Magyar anil Gentian, the young men and maidens 
go to the high tank* of the river on Midsummer Eve ; and 
while the gifb post themselves low down tile slope, I he lads 
on rise height above set fire tq htlle wooden wlieeii and, 
a her twinging them to and fro at the end of a wand, send 
them whirling through the air to fail into (he Danube. As 
he iioea so, each U<1 sinyn out the name nf his ivvrcthearl, 
and she listens well pleaded down brjuw. 1 

The Estlicthiini of Russia, uhr jjkc the Magyars, Wong fv '.?d 
to the great Turanian family of mankind, also celebrate the 
summer 50 M ice in the usual way* Or the Etc of St. John 
all ihe people of a farm, a village, or an estate, walk solemnly ^ 
in procesdon, th* girb decked with (lowers, the men with 
leave* .ind carrying bundles of straw under their armv 
The ladfi carry lighted tenches or flaming liocps steeped in 
tar ar the top of long pedes. Thus they go singing to the 
cattle -shed 9, 1 he granaries, and so forth, and afterwards 
march thrice round the dwelling-houBc. Finally* preceded 
by the shrill music of the bagpiper and shawms, they repair 
to u neighbouring hill, where the material# of a bonfire have 
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been efctlccietL Tar-barrel* filled with crmtbustfbtesi Oft 
bung oft |»rC3, of l he trunk of n felled tret: has been set up 
with a great mass of juniper piled about it in the form of a 
pyramid When a light hm been set to the pile, old and 
youny gather about it and pass the lime merrily with song 
and music I ill bpgak of day* Every one who conies brings 
frcth fuel for Lbc fire, and they say, iS Sow we nil gather 
together, where St_ John's fire Imrtia H: who conies not 
to St, John s lire Will have hh barley L"u3] of thistles, and his 
nan full of Weedt" Three logs are thrown into the fire 
filth special ceremony; in throwing the first they *ay* 
H Gotti of pleasure (a pSiltit with ydbw flowers) into the 
fire I M fit throwing the worn! they say, “ Weeds, to the 
uopfoughoi land f “ but in throwing the third they cry, 
H FUx on my fidtl! ° The firt it ikilI m keep the witches 
from the caUleJ According to others,, It ensure* that for 
ibe w Irate year the itdlk did] be 11 a* pure as silver and an 
the stars in tilt *ky* and the butter as yellow as* the sun 

Ur-Wut ami the firt and the gokL** In the Esthcnian inland o| 

ZrTi^ Oesct. White they throw fuel into the midsummer firt, they 

v-nr call out, Pl Wtxtb to the fire. Has *o fin. field,” or they Ring 

three biltel* into the flams, ikying, “Flat grow Intig l 11 
And they take charred fitfcka from the bonfire home with 
them and keep thorn to make llic- cattle thrive. In dome 
parti of the island P:c bonfire is formed by pi ling brushwfM^l 
and other combustibles round a tree, at ihc top af which a 
Rag flics, Wliorver succeeds in knock nig down the (lag 
with a iMile before it begins to bum will have good hick* 
Formerly the festivities lasted till daybreak, and ended in 
scenes of debauchery which looked doubly hideous by the 
growing light of a summer niornltig. 1 

Still farther north,.among a people of the same Turanian 
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Atiwk. WE? learn from art ryc-wilnc-> Ihui Midsummer Night rh*^ 

* used to witness 41 il 11 df w itches 1 sabbath cm the tap of every jg£*j*i** 
hill in Finland. Hie lenfirr w** made by siting up four tall m.- Ft„m 
WtcIuhi in a square and piling the Intermediate space with fuel 
Round (hr flaring flames the people sang and drank anil 
gambolled the ti^kjni way.* Farther casi f in the valley of ilic 
Volga* the Chen miss celebrate about midsummer 4 (estival 
which HaKlheuNcn regarded as identical with the midbiiinmcr 
oeremonfes of the rest of l£irropt A tuned tree in the 
forest, generally a fall and solitary onk a murk* the scene of 
the solemnity All the males assemble there, but nn woman 
may be p resent - A heathen petal lights seven fine? in a 
row from north-west to south -cast; cattle are sacrificed and 
their MikhI poured fn die fires, each nl which tg dedicated to 
a separate deity* Afterward* the holy tree h illumined by 
lighted candles placed on iis branches ; the people fall on 
their knee* ami with faces bowed to ihe earth pray that 
tied would be pleased to bless them, their children, their 
cattle, Kid their bc*a» gra m them success in trade, in tmvd f 
And fn the chase, enable them to pay the CmrY taxes, and 
so focth** 

When ivc pas:* from the cast to She west of Europe we Tht M!iJ 
still find die summer sublicc celebrated with rites of the 
iimc genera] character. Down to about the middle of the F**um> 
ninety nth ceriinry the custom ol lighting bonfires at mid- 
summer prevailed so ecttimotily In France that there was 
Iiurdly a town or a vHkigu f ut are tufd* where they were not 
tiOidlr.il' Though the piig.in origin of the custom may be 
re girded at certain, Uic Catholic Chutdi tlitcw j Christian 
cloak over it by Uiidly declaring that the bonfires were lit 
fn token of the general rejoicing at the birth of the Baptist, 
who opportunely earn* into the world AX the tolftta nr 
mrnimcr, just as hi* greater successor did at the xoUtta of 
winter; set that the whole year might be said in revolve on 
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the golden hinges of these two grim birthday 1 Writteg 
in tin; seventeenth century Bishop Bouuet exprotdy affirm* 
Hit- edifying theory of ihc Midsummer bonfires, and he 
tdl* his catcnihutncfia that the Church herttdf participated 
in the IlhunircUicHT. since In seversl dioceses, including 
hi : own diocese of Mctux, a number of parishes kindled 
wha! were called ecclestastlqal fires for the purpose of 
banishing the tuperatithafts practised at the purely mundane 
bonfires. These superstition 4, he? i;»« on to say, com 
anted in dancing round the fire, playing, feasting, d raging 
ribald wngs p throwing herbs across the firc^ gathering hertw 
at noon or white fasting, carrying them on the person* 
preserving them throughout the year, keeping brands or 
cinders of the file* and other sinuku practice^ 1 However 
excellent the intentions of the ecclesiastical authorities may 
have been, they failed of effecting their purpose : for the 
superstitions as well as the fc>orifirei survived in France far 
its to the nineteenth century* if indeed they ant extinct even 
now m the beginning of the twentieth. Writing in the 
latter part of the nineteenth centtHy Mr Gh. Cuisatird tells 
Wa that he lurrasdf witnessed In Touraine aiul Poitou She 
superctiiLoti* practices which ho describes as follows M The 
most creduliuj.i examine the wap m which the flame burns 
and draw i^ood or bad omni* accordingly. Others, after 
leaping through the fbictei crosswise, past theif little children 
through them thrice, fully persuaded dial the little ones will 
then be able to w#dk at once* In some places the shepherd* 
make their sheep tread the ember* of the extinct fire in order 
to preserve them from the foot-rot. Here you may soc 
about midnight mi old woman grubbing among the cinder* 
of the pyre lo find tile hfttr of Hit Holy Virgin or iiairst 
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John* which she deemfi an mfiilfllik specific agmnst fmrer. 

Jljcrt. afttithcr woman b busy plucking the foot a of the 
herbs 11 hich have been burned on the surface of the ground ; 

' Sic Intends to cut them, imagining that they are an infallible 
preservative against cancer. Elsewhere a girl wears on her 
neck a flower which the touch of St John's fire has turned 
for her Iain a talisman, *md she ii sure m many within the 
year. Shots are fired at the tree planted in the midst of 
the fire to drive away the demons who might purpose to 
&md sicknesses about the country. Scans are set round 
about the bonfire, In order that the souls of dead relations 
may come and enjoy themselves for a little with the living 11 * 

{e l Ik'itttiuy, appamnU y K tin; euiifconi of tilt Mmsmitniii tia u:.[. 
bonfire* is kepi up to this day* Thu* in Lower Bmtany 
every town wM every- village stiU lights its i&nuid or bonfire ew«m j. 
on Si John h H Sight, When the fiuniM have died iIi.wei, the 
whole mscmbly kiiccb round about the bonfire and an old 
man p vAys aloud. Then they all rfse and tnaith thrice 
round the fire : at the third turn they stop and every' one 
picks up a pebbkand throw* it on the burning pile- After 
lititi they dispersed In Fiufatire the LoufiLrcJ of St. John s 
Day me kindled by preference in an open space near a 
ctmpd of St. John h bul Lf fltere b W such ehapeh they are 
lighted to the square facing the paihh church and in sutuc 
district! .l t cro^i ro rh, Kvuryb^iy bring* fuel far ike fire; 
h may be .1 faggot. * log, a brandy of ^n armful l>f 
When the vespers arc over, the parish priest ?et 3 a light to 
the pile. All he*ds am bared, prayers motrd. ami hymns 
sung. Then ike dancing begirt* The young folk »k\p 
round die blazing pile and leap over it, when the shrink 
have died down* If anybody mak« a faEw; step and falls 
or rolls in the hot embers, lie or she is greeted with boats 
and retires abashed from the circle of dancer*. It rami* an? 
carried home tiotn ihe bonfire to protect ihe liou&er against 
Il^htpmg, conflagrations, and certain mbladuu anil *yc\\% 

The precious tubs man is carefully kept in a cupboard till 
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St- John's Day of the following year , 1 At Quimper, and in 
the district of IMm, chairs tusd to he placed round the mid* 
Siimiuicr bondrir, that the squU of the dead miglit sii on them 
and warm themselves at ihe hlstae/ At Brest on this day 
thousands of people usod 10 assemble on the ram parts 
wards evening ami brandish lighted torthca^ which they surtmj 
tn circles or flung by hundreds into the air. The dosing of 
the town gates put an end to the spectacle, and the lights 
might be seen dispersing in all direct ion a like wondering will- 
o’-thfevfcp*/ In Upper Britlauy the materials for the mid- 
summer bonfires. w Inch generally consist of bundles offurze and 
heaiih nee furnished by voluntary contribution^ and piled on 
the lops ofl kills round pole% each uf which ift surmounted by 
.1 nosegay or a crown This nosegay or erouri b generally 
provided by a man named John or a wqhhiti named jedii, 
.tuif ft Is always a John or a Jean who puts n %bl l«* tile 
honftre- While the nre I* bearing the people dance and dug 
round it r ami when the flames have jubnid^d they leap over 
tllC cwiUri, Charred stick* fmm the bonfire art 

ttw dvifTPj thrown Into wdb to improve the wulcr, and they are also 
t.ken home u* a protect inn againsl thunder/ To make 
them thoroughly effective, however, against thunder and 
lightning you diuutd keep diem near your bed t between a 
bit of a 1 w«lMi Night cake and a sprig ol boxwood which 
lias been ble^d on Palm Sunday/ Flowers from the nose* 
guy nr crown which overhung the fire ore accounted charms 
against disease and pain, both bodily and spiritual ; hence 
girls hang them at their breast by a thread of scarlet wool 
In mail } 1 iwmlie'* of Brittany the priesT used to go in proceed on 
witli the cmdfiit and htndle the bonfire with his own hands; 
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nml fjiimem were wont to drive llieii Hocks *iid herd* I hough 
the Htc mi order to preserve Lbcm from ilctn^ till midsummer 
of the fellow tag year; AJau rt believed that every git I 
wild danced roLutd nine of (lie bonfires would many within 
the year. 1 

Jil Normandy the midsummer fires have iimv alitu^t = 1 ■ e -i- 
disappeared, at la&st lit the district known as the Ikxrage, 

Uut they u*cd to shine cm every hill. They were commonly Ijr- 

made by piling brushwood, broom* and fciio abtiui a tall 
tree, which was decorated with a crown of mu*s and some- 
timeji with (lowers, While they burned, people danced 
and sang round thenti and young folk leaped over the 
flaiboa or the flowing ashes* In tlie valley of the Omc 
the custom was to kbd!r the bonfire fust ill the moment 
when the sun Was alxn.Ll to dip bdoiv the Jiorixori ; and ihe Pi* ftr^ 
SsnsaiiU drove their cattle through die hr** to prelect them 
ag.dns! witchcraft, especially ag^hit ihc tpdU or whehc* *r»™* 
and wizards who attempted to steal the milk and butter . 1 * 1Sl1wfftpL 
At Jumifcge* in Normandy, down to I hr first half of the ?;«*- 
nineteenth Century, the midsummer festival was marked by }^| 1 ^ 
certain singular features which bore the stamp of a very high trd-on-* 
antiquity. Every year, on ihc TwentjMJiini of June, the Eve ]!, 
ot St. jobn t the BfOthcrficKMl of the Green Wolf chose a new 
chkf or master, who had always to be taken from the hamlet 
ot CoruheuU. On being dceied. the new head of the brother* 
hood assumed the title of the Green Wolf, and donned a 
peculiar costume consisting of a long green mantle and a 
very tall green hat of a conical shape and withou: ft brim, 

Thm arrayed he stalked solemnly at the head of the brothers, 
chanting the hymn of Sl John, ihccntcifix and holy banner 
leading the way. lo a place called C bouquet. Hem the 
procession wu mcl by the priest, precentors, and choir, who 
conducted the brotherhood to the parish church. After 
hearing moss Uu. company adjourned to thi- house of Lhc 
Green Wolf where o simple rcpa^l, ^ucli -us is required by 
the chinch cm fast-day% was served up io them Then ihey 
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. danced before iete tffl it wni tune to light the bonfire, 
Night being Eutnc, <b* TO kitted \o the sound ol 
hand-bells by a jrouri” imm ainJ a yotin^ woman, both 

decked with dowers. Ai ibe flame* *hc 7 < 
sun& nnrf a villager thundered out a parody in the Norman 
dialect of the hymn uf 0 w«wl iaiis* Mean time the* Green 
Wolf and his brothers, with their hoods down on their 
shoulders and fielding each other by the hand, ran round 
the fire after the man who bad been chosen to be the Green 
rttv^-ut Wolf of the following year, Though only the first mid the 
**«-■“* \ X5t man 0 i the chain had a hand free, their business was to 
ifcJn” surround nnd «in thrice the future Green Wolf, who in hi* 
ikorte to escape belaboured the brothers with a long wand 
which he carried. When at last they succeeded In eutcMng 
him they carried him io the bura% pile and mode as if 
they would throw him on IL Hi is ceremony over, they 
returned to the house of the Green Wolf where a puppet, 
Still of the most meagre fare, was *el before lhem. Ip till 
cuidnight a sort of rchgiou* solemnity prevailed. No un¬ 
becoming word might fall from the lips of any oT the 
com party, and a censor, armed with a hand-bell, was 
apjKiinted to mark arid punish instantly any Infract bn of 
the rule. But at the stroke of twelve aW this was changed. 
Coiutoklnt gave way to license' pious hymns were replaced 
by Bacdiaiialiati ditties, and the shrill quavering nutes of the 
village fiddle hardly rose above the roar of voices that went 
up from the merry brotherhood of the Green Wolf, Next 
day* the twenty-fourth of June or Midsummer Vny, was 
celebrated by die same personages with the same noisy 
gaiety- One <if the ecte manic* consisted in pamding* to 
the no Lind of musketry, an enormous \mf of cotisecnitcd bread, 
which,, riding tti tier*. was surmounted by a pyramid of 
verdure adorned with ribbons After that the holy hand¬ 
bells, deputed on the mp of the altar, were entnisrtcd as 
insignia of office to the man who was to be the Green Wulf 
next year . 1 
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hi the canton of Hrctetiil to Picardy (depart merft cf tub *r, j 
O iie j the priest used to kindle the midsummer bonfire, and 
the people marched thrice round it to procession. Some of Haitoir, 
tlicm look ashes of the fire home with them to protect die 
houses against lightning.' Tlic custom is, or was down to 
recent years, similar at Vorga, near Laon. An enormous 
pyre, wine fifty or sixty feet high, supported in I lie middle 
by a tall pole, to constructed every year on tins twenty-third 
of June, tlic Eve of St- John. It stands at one end of the 
village, and nil the inhabitant* contribute foci to it: a cart 
goes round ibe village hi the morning, by order of the 
mayor, collecting cmti bust ibid From house to house: no one 
would dream of refusing to comply with Use customary 
obligation. In the evening, after a service to honour of 
SL John hat been fxrrformcd in the church, the clergy, the 
mayor, the municipal .uitharitres the rural police, and the 
fire-brigade march in procession to the Iwntlre, accompanied 
by the inhabitants and a crowd of fillers drawn by curiosity 
from the neighbouring villages. After addmatog the throng 
to n sermon, to which they pay little lured, the parish priest 
sprinkles the pyre with hi ty water, and taking a lighted 
trirdi from the hand of an assistant wts fire to tlirr pi!c r 
The enormous Ul.'uc, flaring lip against the dark sky of the 
summer night, is *:cn for many miles around, particularly 
from the hill of Uon. W hen it has died down into a hug* 
heap of glowing embers and grey a-hes, every one carries 
home a charred stick or some cinders; and the fire-brigade, 
playing their hose on what remains, extinguishes lint 
smouldering fire, The people preserve thn charred slick* 
and cinders throughout the year, believing that these relic* 
of St John's bonfire have power to guard them fiw light¬ 
ning and from contagious diseases." At ChAteau-Thierry, 
a town, of die department of Atone, between Pari* »mi 
Refills, the cuvtotn of Vigil ting bonfires and dan ring round 
them at tlic midsummer festival of St. John lasted down to 
about tSjO; die fees were kindled especially w hen June had 
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been rainy,umj the people thought th.it the lighting uf llic 
LiOiiTires would cant- the rain b> erme 1 
TW nui- In Dmuoc and PcfdiE, two neighbour fog districts of 
j™"" 1 France to the south-west of Pam, the mitbrntnmej b^idinM 
tv ^ . i l ave neatly or wholly ipeared, hut formerly they wens 

, * fTrf ^ coqiniDuly ktmlkfl and by the name of the "fiicsol 

St* John. 11 The site of the bonfire rm* either the village 
square or Iieiide the cross Iti the cemetery* Here a great 
pile of faggots brushwood, ami gras* wan accumulated about 
a huge brands, which bore at the top a crown of fresh 
flofeti Tbc prtat blessed the bonfilt and the people 
dump'd round it, When \i biased ami crackled, the 
bystanders thrust their 3 sends* into the pufh of -moke, in 
the belief that is would preserve them from a multitude of 
ill: , anrl when the fife wm burnt out* they ru$hct! upon the 
eh nr red cmh:^. .un! a.+Jic-i and carried thtm home, imagining 
that they had a secret virtue to gnard their houses from 
twt,« being struck by lightning nr consumed by fire. Some! of 
UrtuS^ I crche farmer* m (he? old days* not content with she 

"Sltmin P^llc U3rr * 10 flgki little private bonfires in their 

farmyards and make ah their cattle pass through the smoke 
;imi flames far the purpose of protecting them agaii^t witch- 
cnift or disease/ 


Th*btiA- In She department of the Ardennes cvrry one was wont 
to contribuie hss faggot to the tntdati miner bon fire. ml the 
Ar-bi,-'’ clergy matched at the head of the pi session tc kindle it. 
Iwrftbf to !feht she fires would. in the popular belief. have 

jurx' exfjosed the fields to the greatest danger. At Kevin Use 
young folk* besides dancing found the fire to the strains of 
the village fiddler, threw garlands of flowers across the flames 
to cadi other . 1 fn the Vosges it ia Mill customary to kindle 
bonfire* upon the LuU-top* on Midsummer Kwe ; the people 
believe tbit the fires hclp to preserve the fruits of the earth 
auii ensure goad crop */ 1 In the Jura Mountain* the mlrh 
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summer frgrtfif£s went by the name nf M or hmu m They 
were lit on the most! conspicuous points of the landscape. 1 
Kear St jean, ui the Jura. it appear! 1hat he ibis season 
young people at ill repair to the cross-roads and heights* and 
there wave burning torches so as to present the appearance 
of fiety wheel* in ihe darkness.® In Fnmche-C«intc€ f the th* mi* 
pn 1 vi nee of France which Tics immediately to the wan of^ y ^ 
the Jura mountitiEiiv the fires of St* John still shone on the Frmwfm^ 
saints day in several villas down to recent years. They 
werc generally lit on high ground ami the young folks of 
both sexes sang and danced round them, and sprung nver 
the dying flumes, 1 In Hrtr;se bonfires used to lie kindled 
on M dsummer Eve fihc twenty-third of June) and ilic 
people djuiced about them in & ttrcJe. Devout pmon$ + 
particularly old women., circumambulated Lbe licts fourteen 
times, tcllliig their beads amJ rrmiubllng seven Aj/jt/’j and 
N-'VJJU At'ts in the hope that thereby they would ted no 
pains in their bade! when they stixjpcd over the sickle in 
the harvest field/ In Berry, a district of Central France, rte viu- 
the mid nu mm nr fire was lit on the Eve of 5h John and ^"' T 
went by the name of the or ftHAsixfr. Every <^ 7 *^ 

family according So k« meat® contributed faggots which 
were piled round a \*\k on the highest ground In the ndgh- *"«*■ 
bourhood. In the 1 imtets the office uf kindling the fire 
devolved on the cMeit man* but in the town* it was the 
priest <if the mayor who di-ch urged the duly. Here, aa in 
Brittany, jteoplc sup^ >ed ilial a girl who had danced round 
nine of the mlchmniner bonfires would marry within Ik 
year. To leap several time- over the fire was regarded &* a 
-ert of purification which kept off Pekoes'* and brought £ 0 «x 1 
luck to the temper, I lenec the nimble youth bounded Ihraii^h 
the Ffnoke and fames* and when the fire had somewhat abated 
parent* jumped aenpss it with their children hi thffr arrm 
in onkr that the 1 little ones mi^ht also partake of ils bene- 
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Jfacni inlli.ciicr Embers from the extinct bonfire u one iatcEB 
hiJinc, and after being dipped in holy water were kept os n 
LalUrnan again*! all kinds of misfortune, but especially against 
lightning. 1 The same virtue was ascribed to the ashes and 
charred sticks of tlw midsummer bonfire In Ffngttfdi where 
every bixl Y contributed hte share of fuel to the pile and 
the whole wan crowned with llowers, especially with roses 
and On the borders of the dcjttrUttenta or Cretin 

ami Ctpffc£c* p Jn Central France, the fires of St. John used to 
tic 111 on the Eve of t)u? saint * day (live twenty-IftmJ of 
June}; the awtom *eems to have survived till toward* the 
end of the nineteenth century- Men, women, ami children 
n.icinhled round The fires, and ihc young people jump'd 
over litem- Children were brought by their parcnis of 
elder hrotben Into contact with flame*. hi the belief that 
t i T! - would ]«vc them from fever* Older pen pie girded 
thtiradra with italic* of rye taken from a neightauriftg 
field, because they fancied ill at by kv doing tlicy would not 
grow frenry m reaping the com at harvest, 1 

Bonfires were lit in almost nil the hamlets of FoitoU rm l he 
Eve of Sh John, People marched round them thrice, carrying 
li branch ot walnut in thbir hand, Shepherdess and children 
passed sprigs of mullein (Msiwr)and nuts across the flames; 
the nuts were supposed to cure toothache* mid the mullein to 
protect the entile from sickness and sorcery. When the fire 
died down people took some of the ashes home with Them, 
eitlter to keep them in the house as a preservative against 
thunder or to scatter them on the fields for the purpose 
cpf destroying corn-o^ik Its and darneL Stones wr:rc algo 
pi need round the fire, and it was believed that the first 
to lift one of these stones next morning would find under 
it the hair of St John. 1 En Poitou also It used to Inc 
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customary on the Eve of St jnhn to trundle ft blaring 
wheel wrapt in jtraw over ihe fields to fertilise them.® This 
last custom is Siiid to be now extinct,* but it is still us uni, 
of was no down to recent yi-flJs, in Fiji ton to kiudEc fires on 
this clay at cross-roads or on tin heights. The oldest or 
youngest person present sets a light to the pile, ^hkh con¬ 
sists of broom p garsc, and heath. A bright and crackling 
blaze shoots up, but soon dies down* and over ir ihe young 
folk leap. They aho throw stones into it, picking the stone 
according to the size of the turnips thm they wish to have 
that year. It is said thu m the good Virgin** comes and sits 
on the prettiest of the sterner and next morning they sec 
there her beautiful golden tressed Al Lussac t in Foitosi, 
the lighting of the mid&u miner bon file t*i still an affair of 
some ceremony, A pyramid of faggots* Is piled round n 
tree or nil pole on tin- ground where the fair is held ; the 
priest goes its procc^sum to the :ipot and klndS&: I he pile. 

\Vtem prayers have been said an it the clergy have withdraw n t 
the people continue to march round the fire, telling their 
bead*, but it h nut dll Uw frame* have begun Lo die down 
that the ynulls Jrnnp over them. A brand £rotn ihe mid- 
unnmer bonfire it supposed to be -j preservative against 
thunder. 1 

In the department of Vienne the bonfire w*l kindled by Ttw 
the oldest man, and tjefons ihe dunce round Urn frames legau 
it was the custom to paacross lliein a great hunch 
mullein [h'Mtiwft $/am) and a branch of walnut, which next vwmiu* 
morning before sunrise were fastened over the cfoor of the ^ 
difef cattle-died. 1 A similar custom prevailed in the ndfih- ia 
I souring department of DeifX^Sevres [ but here t£ was ihe 
prk who kindled she bonfire, and old men u-cd to pul at?* a™*. 
embers of She fire in their wooden shoes as a preservative 
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mS ny evil*,* In pome town? and villagr:? of Saint- 
enga and Awtti, pwwift* tff Western France now mostly 
onnpriu-pi in the Jcjurtfliciit ol Llutotic Itififisure, 'he fi.es 
rt f Si. J jhn art still kindled on Midsummer Eve* hut the 
neither so comnion cor carried out with so much 
pcinp an ! eeu rnony .w formerly Great qunmitfe* of wood 
used to Ut piled on an open space round about a huge post 
or a tree *lripped of its IflWW and branches. Every one 
took care to rtonlrltmte a faggot to the pile, and the whole 
papulation tn;*:i.hr I to the ■" procession with the 

crucifix at their head and ill* priori bdnghi- up the rear. 
The Krpiln?, nr other per-- m of high degree, put the torch to 
the pyre, and the pmst Mewed it, In Hie southern and 
eastern parts of Sttiriionge chi11rri! and cattle were [Hissed 
through the smoke of the bonfires lo preserve them from 
contagious diseases, and when tile fire had gone out the 
people scufijted for the charred fragments of ihc gr _.it I’i’d, 
which they regarded a> talismans against thunder, Next 
morning, on Midsummer I toy, every shepherdess in the 
neighbourhood was up very" early, for the fir hi to drive her 
sheep over the blackened cinders and ashes ol the great 
banfin- mis uro to have tin: treat dock all that year Where 
the shepherds shrunk from driving their flocks through the 
smoke and flumes of the bonfire they content cU 1 hem-selves 
with marking the hinder-quarters of the animals with a broom 
which had been blackened in the ashes.* 

in the mount a iiioi is part of Cotnminges. a province of 
Southern Trance, now comprised in the department of 11. Kite 
Garonne, the ruldsumm r fire is made by splitting open tin- 
trunk of .* t,i[[ tree, stuffing the crevice with shavings, and 
igniting the whole. A garland of (lowers is fastened to 
the top Of tire U«, mid at tit* moment when I Lit fire is 
lighted tht man who wa> last married has Lo climb up a 
ladder and bring the flowers down. In the flat parta of 
ihi* same district the materials of the mfiGummcr bonfires 
consist of fuel piled in the usii.il way ; but they must he 
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put to-ether by men who have been married since the fust 
midsummer festival, and each of these benedicts b obliged 
to lay n wreath of flowers on the tup of the pile." At the 
entrance of the valley uf Aran ytinnp people scE up on the 
banks of the Gatorme a tree covered with rlbbom and 
gar hi rids : at the end of si year the withered tree and f,idud 
fEnivcrs firmkh excellent fueL So on the Eve of SL John 
the villagers assemble, aittj an old man or a child kindle 
the firt which fe to cusisume Lrce and gfariund* togctlwtr* 

While the blajrc lusts the people sing and dance; and ilic 
burnt Ira? is then replaced by another which will Hitler the 
same fate after the lapse uf a year, 1 In vjmt district* of 
the French Pyrenees It U deemed ngevstaty !<» leap tdtte 
time* uvtr lhe eiiJl hummer fire if you would be attired 

of pitwpefky, 1 A traveller in Southern France at the Mia- 

beginning of the nineteenth century tells us that Hi the Eve 
of St- John i* *1-*? si day of joy for the Proven pit*. They fmrmrf 

light errS! fires and the young folk leap over them. At 

Ahc they shower squibs and cruekeTv on ibe p*44en*by, 
which hm often had disagreeable c<msequence* At Mar- 

srtlfci they dreiidi cadi other with scented water, which is 
)k)iired from the window* fir squirted from tittle syringe* ; 

Jhr reii^he*! jest Is to souse passers-by with dean water, 
which grvt-s rise so fond bursts of laughter - * 1 At Dragtiig- 
nan, in the department of Var, firm used to be Hi in azvrfy 
street nn the Ev of St John, anil the people roasted pods 
of garlic fit them ; the jkwI*’ were nficnvurds distributed to 
every family, Another diversion of the evening with to pour 
cans of water from the houses on the head* uf people in 
the streets * In Provence the nucbitinmcr fires arc slit I 
popular Children go from door to door bcggtqg for fuef. 
and they are seldom sent empty away, Formerly the priest* 
the mayor and the aide mien used to walk in procession to 
iht Kjnflrrv and even deigned to light it : after which she 
assembly marched thrice round the burning pile, while die 
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church hell* pcnled and rockets fi«cd ami sputtered in the 
ak. Dancing b^ait later, -md the bystanders threw water 
on each other. At QnUi, while the fire w&i blaring. the 
young people plunged lulu ihe sea and splashed cadi Other 
vigorously. At ViiraJIes they Lathed in a pond in order 
that they might not sulTcr front fever during the year, and 
»t Ssintes- M-vics they watered the horses to protect them 
from the itch. 1 At Aix a nominal king, chosen from among 
the youth for his skill in shooting be a popinjay, railed 
over the festival He fleeted his own officers, and escorted 
by a brilliant train marched to the butifirc, kindled ft, and 
wa; the first to dance round it. Sexl day he distributed 
TargesJt to his followers, His frign lasted a year, during 
which he enjoyed certain privileges. He was allowed io 
attend tbfi.mosscelebrated by the commander of tlsc Knight* 
of St, lohn on St, John's Hay ; the right of hunting wJ-i 
accorded to him; and wldlera might not he Quartered in ids 
bouse. At Marseilles also on thisi iiay onr of the guilds chose 
a king of the Satforfu or double axe; but it does not appear 
that he kindled the bonfire, which is said to have been lighted 
with great ceremony by the prefer and other authorities. 1 

Iii Belgium the custom of kindling the midsummer 
bonfire* has long disappeared from the great cities, but it 
!• still kept up In rural districts and small towns of Brabant, 
Flanders, and Limburg. People leap across the fire* to 
[iratem themselves against fever, and in eastern Flanders 
women perform similar leaps for the purpose of ensuring 
an easy delivery, At Tcmionde yottng people go from 
door to door collecting fuel for l he fires and reciting 
. ifeiMS, in which they beg the inmates fcu give them "wood 
of St. John * and Lo keep some w oil for St Peters Pay 
(the twcntymiiith of June). for in Belgium the Eve of St- 
Petcr’i Day in celebrated by bonfire* am! dances exactly like 
those which commemorate St, John's Eve. The ashes of 
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the Ss, j&kn 1 * fire* are deemed by Belgian peasants an 
excellent remedy for consumption^ if you lake a spoonful 
Of two of therm tnoitlerted with water, day hy day. People 
al^ bum vervain in 13ic fires, and they ray that in the mhes 
of the plant you may find, if you look Tor it, the * Fool's 

In many part* of Brabant St PcteFs bonfire used Mhh: 
10 lie much larger than that of his rival Si. John, When 
It had burned out, both sexea engaged in 4 game nf ball, irm?™. 
and the winner became the King of Summer or of the Ball 
and had the right to choose to Queen, Sometimes the 
winner was a woman, and it was then her privilege to sdrci 
her royal m.Tte. This pastime was well known at ijouvam 
and it continued to be practised at Grominnntund ftfespclacr 
down to the second half of the nineteenth century. As 
NTcspclacr, which is a village new Tenrtondc, a huge pile 
of eglantine, reeds, and straw was collected jit n marshy 
meadow for the boufine; end next evening aftcf vespers the 
young folk who had lit it assembled at the * Good Life*' 
tavern to play the game. The winner t™ crowned with a 
wreath of reseat and the rest danced sud sang in a ring 
about him. At Gxamiftont, while the bonfire wafl lit and 
the dnrices round it took place on St. PclcFs live, the 
festival of ihc "Crown of RciacS* was deferred 111 I the 
following Sunday, Tl.r young folic: arranged among them Tf^ k: ^ 
selves beforrliftml who should be King and Queen of the ™'^V*™ 
Roses: the rosy wreaths, were hung un cords acro^ cJic 
itreet: the dancers danced below them, and 3t a given 
momenc Lite wreaths fell on the heads of ihe diosen Kurg 
and Queen, who had to entertain their fellow- it a foast. 
According to an me people die fires of St. Peter. I ike those 
ul St John, were lighled In Order to drive away dragon^ 1 
In French Flatuko down to tySy a straw figure represent- nfirin 
Jn R a man w*d always burned in the midsummer bonfire, 
and the figure of .1 woman wn* burned on St. Pet/Fa. Day. 1 
In Belgium people jump over the mldiumnwf Ijonfrrei as a l rrt " 
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preventive or colic, anil they krep> the ashes at tmtne to 

hiiutar nrr from breaking out - 1 

Hie custom of lighting bonfires at mJdRtimmeT Imi been 
observed in many pans of our own country. ! " On the Vigil nr 
Saint John the lb prist, commonly cal led Midsummer Evr t it 
WAa usual ici mm country places,wtd aitso in towns And chics, 
fur the inhabctAiils, both old and young, and of both scares, 
to meet tneedier* And make merry hy the side of ;■ large fire 
made in the middle of the street, or in some open rmd con¬ 
venient place, over which the young men frequently leaped 
by way of frolic and also exercised themselves with various 
sporta and pastime^ more especially with running, wnstlm-^ 
mud dajiciitg. These iHverskmfl th y coulimied tilt initf- 
night, arid sometime* till cnck-eroivtnp/ ! In the street 
of London the mtd^tiniTT;:ir fires wwc lighted in the time of 
Queen Oj^helb down to the end oT the sixteenth century, 
as we leim from St nw 9 * deseriptrotr, which nifrt ihnsj H In 
the months of June and july T on the vlgUs of festival days, 
ami on the Mmc festival days In the evenings alter the tint 
filing, there were mindly tun !e bonfire in the streets, every 
LiM.il flowing worn! or labour toward- them; the wealthier 
tort alto, before ilidr doon near to the siiil bonfire.*, would 
*et mn lahfe* «u the vigtt* furnished with aweet bread ami 
geehi drink, mini on the festival days with meat* and drink* 
plentifully, vt ’hereunto they would invite their tieighbtjim and 
pa- -engErts aUo to ait anti he merry with them fn great 

familiarity, praising for Hb benefit* bestowed on them. 

The*- went called bonfires as well of good amity amougil 
neighbour that being before at controversy, were then;, hy 
the InUiur of <uhera, rccoudk-d, and made of bitter enemies 
loving fru■:Mi i; and al*n for the virtue that ;i great fir-' hath 
to purge the infection of the air. * in the vigil s>f Si- John 
the Hiqitist, and on St. Peter and Paul the Apostles, every 
man's door being shadowed with green birch* long fennel 
St John's wort, orpin, white lilies, and ouch like, garnished 
upon with garhmds of beautiful flower^, had also bmps of 

giAss* iviih oil burning in them all the night; some hunt?: 

1 |L JIW-V# i’litt wr*\ tf Mr /Vj/'Jfr 
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rj<k _ iBj o. n J59- 
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ofc it brand] is uT iron eurimsEy contemlug litmdr.dH 

of Eamn = alight ai elite, which made .« goodly slime, iuiuudy p 
in New Fish Street* Thatfit^ Street, etc ," 1 In (hr 
tcenlli cenlUry the Eton boy u&ed to kindle a bonfire on 
the eaai side of flic church butfi on St John's Day wul on 
St Petard Day * WfjtEng In the second half of the 
seventeenili century, tbn antiquary John Aubrey tella ua 
Li ml bonfires xvere still kind Jed In many place* on Si. 
bihiiV Night, but that tin? civil wars liad thrown many of 
the ^ old curtcimi out of fi ■liimi, War% he add*, exiin- 
gldib 4|j|iceaiitlm a* well religion and fawn, and there Ls 
nothing like gunpowder (or putting phantom* to flight/ 

In the north of England these fire# u*£tl to be tit 
in (he nj <n atreets- Ytiuitg and old gathered round them, 
mA while the young leaped over She Tuna and engaged 
In gamca k their elder* looked on and probably remembered 
with regret the days when they Uked to fool it a* nimbly, 
KoiiuHtErtra tlie fires were kindled on the taps of high hill*. 
The: (HttpUr aVin carried fire bund. about flu: field*, 1 The 
euitum of kindling bonfires on Mkkimmier Eve previllJrd 
all over Cumberland down to the second had the 
eighteenth century." In Nnrthimdx;r|and the custom teem* 
to have lusted Into the first quarter of the nineteenth century; 
the: fin* were lit in the tillages and on the top* of high hi 11% 
and Iht jump]*; spoked and iJanccd round (bem/ Moreover* 
the villagers ujwd to run with burning brands round thetr 
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fields ami In snatch pito fmru u neighbour 4 fire. saying ns 
ilicy did ^1 , 11 Wc have the flower ,ur flour) of ths wake." * Al 
S.i =i SLiili bonfire* mh’ec kbrdh: ! «n the Eve of St be ter as 
V| -I 1 >+-> on Mi,hummer Eve; the cttitom i* attested for the 
year s 5 ^ 5. when tt was described as ancient 1 * * 4 Wc are told 
that 11 ou Midiunwer 1 * eve. reckoned according to the old 
*lyle, it was formerly the out mu of the inhubhrmH, you*# 
and old, not only of Whaltoti p hut of must of the adjacent 
villagCi, to collect a large cart toad of whtfis and other com- 
bust flak material*, which ww dragged by them with greal 
rejoicing fa fiddler being seated on the top tif the cart into 
the Ytilnj^r and civctcd into a pile. The people from the 
surrounding coumry assembled towards evening, when it 
wtjm set on fire* and whilst the young danced around it, 
the elders looked on smoking I heir pipes and drinking 
their hetrr, until it was consumed. There cun Lie lit tie 
doubt that this curious old custom dates from a very resume 
antiquity/' In a law-suit, which was tried 111 tS?S H the 
rector of Wb:ilton gave evidence of the constant use of the 
viStage greei e for the.ewemony since 1843. "The bounreT 
he said, 11 was lighted a little to the north-east of the well at 
Whaiton, and partly on the footpath* and people danced 
round it At id jumped through it. That vlvi - mrver Inter- 
runted" Tin: Rev. G- R- Hill, writing in 187g T s.iy* 1l1.1t 
H the fur festival* or bonfires uf Lbe summer =bl;ijce- at the 
OUl Midsummer until recently were commemorated on 
ClirlaLenbury Crags and cbctthcre by leaping through and 
dancing round the fires* a* those who have been present 
Imve told me," 1 Down to the early part of the nmcLustiili 
century* bonfire* called Seat-Bile* uw?d 10 be lit on Mid 
summer Eve all over die width In the E&it Riding uf 
Yorkshire.* 
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In Herefonlshire and Somcrset-hirc the peasants «.«! tu- ar«J 
to make fires in the fields <m Midsummer Eve "To bTc*s ^ s ° fl 
the apples /' l In Devonshire the custom or leaping ov*: tH. -rri 
the mklatiiiuner fires was aba observed. 5 *Jn Corn- 
woU, the festival fifes, called bonfires* are kindled on the 
Eve- of $L John Kapil at and St. Peter ^ day : and Mid* ^ 
summer L» thence, in the Cornish tongue, called 
which. dgmfie* !M>th light and rejoicing At dic*e fire^ the 
Cornish attend with lighted torches, tarred and patched at 
the end, and nu±ke their ^ranibu I aliens round their fires, 
going from village to village mid carrying tludr torehe* 
before them ; this Is certainly the remains of Druid super* 
t til ion ; fur, /w.ff pnatfirrjf, to carry lighted torches was 
fvckoned a kind of gentilbm. arid at such particularly pro¬ 
hibited by the Gilllldc Councils/' 1 At Penzanec and dse- 
where In the county the pcuple danced and asng about the 
bonfires on Midaiunmcr Eve On WMte borough a large 
turn ulus near Latmcciion* a htigt? bonfire used to be kindled 
on Mtdsujnmct Eve , a tall Miuimcr pole with a large hush 
at the top wa.> fished in the centre of the bonfire,* The 
Coniish fires at this mmn *p|«r tn have been commonly 
lit on high and ctFO*pkuoU.s hHh t Midi a* 1 re nun an. Gtxlal* 
phirr P Carttworth, and Cam Beau When It grcw p dusk on 
Midsummer Eve, old men would hobble away to some 
height when err they counted the fire* and drew a presage 
from thdr number. 1 " It fa the huMittfal linage in 
Penzance, and the neighbouring tow Mi anil village^ h* kindle 
bonfires and torches on Miilsuntmer-tve j nitri on MUlwmt* 
rqer-day to hold a fair on Poiandcs <p*)\ wlwre the 
country folks assemble fir?to die adjoining pwfahei W 
mjmbera to make excursions on the water* St. Peters Eve 
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tin; [ihi. iwcnly*dghth uf June] h tlbiingublicd by a similar 

^wn-wli dbpluy uf bo*i Gres and torches, ahhnugfr the ‘quay-fair' on 

tiiiL- U Si Fetcr's-iiiiy [the twetity-ninth of Juno), has been diicon- 
™ r ""^ tinned upwards of forty yrnrs. On these eves ;i line of 

i iiia'i rar-barrel*, relieved occasionally by large bdufires, is seen tri 

Kl1t the centre of eneh of the principal streets in PeimitiCG. On 
dther Me of this line yamijj men and women pass up and 
dawn* swinging round thdr hewd* heavy torches irudc of 
fatge pbixn of folded canvas steeped in tnr l ami nailed to 
the end* of sticks between Jhrce and four fees Jong; the 
fkniei of Mime of diev- almost equal those uf the tar-barrel 
R-jW.s of lighted cjisJK also, when the air lh tabu, .ire fixe d 
outside the windows or along the Mr., of die street*.. hi 
Sl Jiibt, and other mining parishes the yr^iEig miners, 
mimicking' their father^ ^nipluynicril^ bore rows of hnlca in 
I he cocks,, load them with gunpowder. and explode them in 
rapid fUccession by trains of the same substance, As the 
links arc not Htcp enough to split the rocks, the same little 
buitcrjo serve for many years, On these nights Mounts 
Bay has a mett animating appearance, although not equal 
to wlmt was annually witnessed at the beginning of the 
present century, when The whole cna&t, from the Laud's End 
to the Lizard, wherever a town or 3 village existed, was 
lighted up with these stationary or moving fires, tn the 
early part of the evening, children may be seen wearing 
wreaths of Gowers—a custom In alt probability originating 
from the undent u&e of these nrmt mortis when they dariccd 
around the firet At the dusc of the fireworks hi i'oLZance, 
a grat Dumber of persons of both sexo,, chiefly from the 
neighbourhood of the quay. tt^d always, until within the 
last Tew years, to join hand In bind, forming a long string, 
and run through the staMU, playing "thread I hr? nardfo* 1 
heedless of the firework? dunvL'mcd upon them, and often- 
time* tearing over the vet glowing ember?, I have on 
tht-w: occasions « hoyt folk, wing one an other, jumping 
through flames higher tlmn thcmfrcl vcs .” 1 

In Wales the midsummer firer* were kindled on St. John 1 # 

1 P--hint 1- hiv-ndi, rirf £>tffrH-f F Third tvGhtto* 
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Kv*; and on 5 t. Johns Day. TJlreO of nine dlffi:rcitl kmdfc of TN Mii- 
wood atul e h nrred faggots earn:fully ptt^crVcd from the East 
tuitLtun trier we deemed necessary to bhJJd the boniiie, which w«tri mid 
was (rmtcraliy done on rising ground Various herbs were 
thrown into Lhc blaze; and girts with bunches of e tarcc or 
nine different kinds uf Howe is would lake the haitil* of boy a, 
who were tiowa'i in Ujeir buttonhole* and iiats t and together 
the young couples would leap over the fires, On the saute 
two midsummer days macs and wieatbs of dowers were 
hung over the doors and windows M Describing a mid- 
summer finnan old itjhablianE, born its tSog^ rcmanberad 
being takers to different hills in the Yak of Gkmargmi to 
*ec festivities in which people From nil pwr u of the district 
part id pa led, She was at that Lime about fmifteeit, Bud old 
enough to retain a vivid recollection of the circumstance*. 

People Conveyed un.wci of straw 10 the top of the hill, where 
melt and youths waited for the contHbUFintst* Women and 
girls were stationed at the bottom of the tilth Then a kige 
cart-wheel was thickly swathed with straw, and not an inch 
rtf wood wn> left fit sight. A pok was Inerted Through the lLlli 
centre of the wheel, so that Ion?; ends extended about a yard 
on cadi sidft. If any straw remained, it win made up into 
torches at the top of tail itidt& At a given signal the 
wheel was lighted, ami sent Tolling downhill If Ihb file- 
wised went cut before it reached the bottom of the hill a 
very poor harvest was promised, ff it krpl lighted *35 the 
way down, and continued binding (erf a kn^ time, the harvest 
would be exceptionally abundant Load cheers find ?hcrtlta 
accompanied the progress of the wheel” 1 At Etarowen ill 
WaLce small bonfires were kindled on Midsummer Ew. 1, ( ®n 
the same day people in the tsk of Man were wont to light 
fires to ihc windward of every fichl. so tlint the smoke might 
pass over the corn ; ami Lhey folded their caitk and carried 
blazing fmzc or gor*e round them several limes. 1 

A writer of the East qumter of ihc gcventcanttl centory 
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tell? im that fn Ireland, 11 on the lives of St John Baptist 
4iid Si. 1 J t;ter, they uJways have ill every town j. bon* 
fire, talc in the c verities, ami curry about bumHe* of rccifa 
f,i j i tied and fired . these being dry vvi(l last Jod-’, and flame 
belter than a torch* ami be a pleasing divert!ve prospect to 
the tthbuu beholder; a -stronger would go near fo imagine 
lire whole country wa* on fire/' 1 Another writer «iyi qf 
the South of Ireland ; " On Midsummers Evg t every i*tab 
nance* near which i s a habitation, blare* with bonfires; mid 
round these they entry numerous torches, shouting and 
dancing, which affords, a beautiful a!gbt" = An author who 
described Ireland in the firsE quarter of the eighteenth cen¬ 
tury $ayst “On the vigil of St John rim Baptists Nativity, 
they make bonfire, and run along the streets and fields with 
wisps of straw blazing on tong poles to purify the air, which 
they think infectious^, by believing all the dc-vib, spirits, 
ghost*, and hobgoblin* fly abroad this night to hurt man* 
kindL" 1 Another writer states that he witnessed ihe festival 
in Ireland in \f %3 : 1 At iht house where I was entertained, 
it was toid me, that we should sec. at midnight, the most 
singular sight in Ireland, which was the fighting of fires In 
honour of the sum Accordingly, exactly at midnight, the 
fitcn began to appear; and taking Ihe -idvantage of going up 
to the lead 3 of tlie house, which had a widely extended view* 
I saw on j radius of thirty milt s all around, the fire* burn* 
lug on every eminence which the country' sdftfnkd. 1 lied a 
farther satisfaction tn learning, from undoubted authority, 
that the p'oplc danced rtftmd the fires, and at ihe do.se wemt 
through theso fire*, ami made I heir *o«* and daughter*, 
together with thefe cattle, pass tiimugh the fire; and the 
whole ivjii conducted with religious t Jokrhnfty. H * Thai the 
custom prevailed in full force *-li Intc a* iBiSy 4p{Hum from 
a notice in a newspaper of that date.which mm thus : "The 
old pagim fire*\vqr*hlp stiil survives in Ireland,though HOmb 
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fully in honour of St. John* On Sunday night bonfire? were 
ukierrcti throughout <i&t)y every county hi the proving uf 
Leinster In Oktiuny, firs* tdazcd on hillside -it inter- 

vaU pf skull ^ mile. Them were ray many Its the Qu&en'i 
flminty* uho in Kildare and Wcxf^nl The effect in the 
ffch wtUiEt appeared to traveller* very g^nd. The people 
nssembk, and dance round the Gftr*, the children jump 
through the flames, and in former time? live emit were 
carried into the com-fitdd* to prevent Might*” 1 * * 4 In County 
Ijdtrim on St* John*! Eve, which is called Bonfire Day, fires 
are rtill lighted nflim dusk on the hiI3s and along the side* 
of the nr ads. 1 All over Kerry the same thing continue to 
foe dothough not SO commonly ua of old Small fires 
were made aerrus the road, and to drive through them 
brought luck for the year* Cattle were also driven through r^in* 
the fires. On Letter more Island h in 5nitlr Connemara, ^_^. s |h# 
some of the ashes fnosn the midsummer bonfire ate thrown fii*; aim 
on ths fields to fertilise them/ Otic writer informs ies that Jjjjjjj*’ 
in Munster and Connaught a bone roust always be burned Gri ts, 
in ihe fire : fof otherwise the people believe that the fire will 
bring no luck, lie adds that in many plci ens sterile beast! 
and hitman beings are passed through the fire, and that a* a 
boy tic himiidf jumped through the fire ” for luck/* An Th*wbfn 
eye will m>-. has described ns follows -t remarkable ceremony / 
observed hi trehmd ms Mid-> simmer Eve ; * When the fire wmmm* 
hurried l"..ir some hour-*, and got low, an indispensable pari 
of the ceremony commenced Every one present of the 
peasantry passed through it, and several childreft were 
thrown across tilt sparkling ember-; wMe ji wooden frame, 
of Some eight feet long, wfth a horsed bead fiscftl to arte end, 

&nd a large while th*-el thrown over it concealing the wood 
And the man on wkmc head it wk* carried, made Its appear- 
3nee. This W'lh greeted with loud ditsuts of 1 The white 
borne i' and having bem safe]y carried by the skill ol its 
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bctirer several time* through l he fire with ji bold feap,ft pur¬ 
sued tlm people^ wliv ran scream=u.; and Laughing In every 
direction- I asked wlut the horse was mean l for. and ivasi 
iold that it iqiro-entrd ' all csiltk/ nl 
l Mr Lady Wilde'* account of lEie mJdmntmcr i«tkaJ in Itc- 

L.,tid is picturesque and probably correct fit subMunce* although 
ihe dues mil cilc her 4 ui lumbers, As it contains *omc h- 

Z77 Cresting features which arc not noticed by the other mhm 
liriuuj on trebuef whom 1 have consulted, I will quote the greater 
l«iri of it in fidl. * In ancient time*/' she sftyj, " she sacred 
fire was lighted with great eemutUiiy on Mid summer Eve, 
oiid a eii that night mil the pwjpk of the adjacent country kept 
fixed tvntch on the western promontory of Howth, and \W_ 
mcirtit-nE ;he fir-^t flash wa* seen from that sj-iot the fact of 
ignition was announced with wild ctje^ and cheers repeated 
from village to village when all the focal fires began to bfaic, 
and Ireland was circled by a cordon of llame rising up from 
every ItliL Then the dance nud song bey an round cveiy 
fiie, and the wild hurrabt filled the air v iih the moft frantic 
revelry* Many of these ancient customs are still continued, 
and the fire* are still lighted on Sr. John's Eve on every hill 
in Jrdnnd. When the fire ha±> burned down to a red glow 
the young men strip to the wui: t and k up over or through 
the tlainci: this is done back wards and forwards several 
times, and lie who braves the greatest blaze is considered 
the victor over the powers of evil, and Is greeted with 
tremendous applause, When the fire burns stfji [owrer, Uie 
young girls leap the Hume, uritl those who leap clean over 
tlnec times bock and forward will be certain of a speedy 
marriage and g.*od luck In after-life, with many childrai. 
The m&ttkd women then walk through the Is tins of the 
burning embers \ .vml when the fire h nearly burnt ami 
trampled down, the yearling cattle Arc driven through the 
but ashes, *md their back h singed with * lighted Irard twig. 
Tbesi rods ate kept safely afterwards, being etinddemd 
of immense power to drive the cattle to and from the 
watering places As the fire diminishes the shouting grow* 
fainter, and the song and the dance commence ; while jm>- 

* Ojirktli- HljuUidh, /Vraw/ AV- Ipikip, Tbt 7W AUfivka* (ti-Jjfl- 
qsinfflU bf kn. AiruiuLn il ^) 4 (l jj. 
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feadoua] slbry-tellers narrate tales of fairy^Undp nr of the 
$*tiod old lime* long when lhe kfjiga nivd princes of 

I retand dwelt amongst their own |keapk* and ihrre whj fowl 
m cal and wine to drink For all comers to the feett nr the 
king 1 ! house. When the crowd ;U length separate, every 
one carries home a brand from I lie fire, and great virtue is 
Attached lo the lighted *rtwr which is safety carried to rtic 
house without breaking or railing to the ground. Many con- 
test* alto arise Kimiigst the young men ; for whoever enters 
hi* house first with the sacred fire brings Lhe good lock of 
the year with him " 1 

I n 1 1 eland, a* rl ^it here, water wtm also apparently rwr»i» 
thought to nire a certain mysiicaJ virtue at midsummer. r , ri ^ M 

II At St^nle, near Downpatrick, there is a ceremony com- «™™r 
(renchtg at twelve o’clock at night on .Midsummer Lvc.. ,. AltjL 
Its iucred mount fe con b ccmted to Su Patrick; the plain 
contain* flirts: well*, to which the most extraordinary virtues 

are attributed, Here and there arc heap of stones. Around 
some of which appear great numbers of people, running 
with as much speed a-- possible; around others crowds of 
worshipper* kntel with bare leg* and fee! a* an lodifipeo^hle 
part of the penance, Thr nwn, Without coals, will! handker¬ 
chiefs on their heads hmead nf Iiaia, having rone reven 
time* round each heap, kiss lhe gfOtfodpCfO"-* thCmSSiives, sand 
proceed in the hill; here they *iK£ftfl v on their bare knees, 
by a pat Si so steep and ruggfiii that it wnutil Is? dlflicvl! to 
walk tip. Many hold thoir bauds elwtped at the back of 
(heir necks, and several curry largv atones on tftdr heads* 

Having repealed this cerempny sm limn, they So what 
is cajjfcd St Patrick's Chair, which are twtv great flat alcnirt 
fixed upright in the hilt; here they crov? and blew them* 
selves as they ?lep in between these stoics, and. wiiile 
repeating prayers, an old man, seated for the purpose, turn* 
them round on their feel three times* For which lie i* p.tid . 
the devotee then ^oes to conclude his penance ;ii a pik ^ 
js tones, fiamol the Altar. While thh busy scene U continued 
by lhe tuultiuidr, the well# mid streams lining Irotn them 
are thronged hy crowds of halt, fnflsnirdi and blind, pressing 
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to wash away tkcrfr infirmities with water omsecruttJ by their 
patron saint, and so powerful is the impression of its efficacy on 
their itiliiils, dial many of those who go to be healed, and 
who .irr not totally blind, or altogether crippled, really 
believe for a ;Tiitr 11 nnE Ihry .are by means of it:i miraculous 
virtues perfectly res to red"’ 

In Scotland the traces of midsummer flies ue few We 
am told by a writer of the eighteenth century that * 9 tin; 
midauTniner-et-en (ke p a relict of DruIdUin," was kindled in 
:jme parts qf the comity of Perth, 1 Another writer of the 
^mr peruxk dr bribing what he calls the Druid tea t fdtivah 
qf the II ft;hLinders, says that * the least o^niitfcr.iblr of litem 
li that, of inidtcimiLiei. In she Highland* of Perthshire tlkto 
are some vettlges of ih The cowherd goes ihree time* 
rail in 3 the fold, recording to line course of the sun* with a 
bum lug torch in hb hand They inuigitied this rile bad a 
tendency to pitrify ihdr herds and flocks, and to prevent 
dtucases. At tlldr return the landlady makes an entertain* 
men* for the cowherd and hb associated® In the nnrrtw 
en5t of Scotland^ down to the 1mter half of the eighteenth 
century, farmers titled to go round their in/idf with burning 
torches about die middle of June® On <he lull of Cairn pbee, 
in the pariah of Dorris* Kincardineshire* the herdsmen of the 
country round about annually kindle a bonfire at sunset 
on Midsummer Day [the twenty-fourth of June); the meti 
or lads collect the fuel and push each oilier through the 
smoke and flumes. The custom h kepi up through the 
benefaction of a certain Alexander Hogg, a native of the 
pariah* who died about i/yo an d Jett a small sum lor the 
niuinien-iikre of a midsummer bonfire on thr spot. because -h 
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u foov he Ii jH herded cattle on thr hill We tuny conjecture 
sh-.it in doing ;n lit merely provided fur tin- «nrtimi..cii:«r 
of an old custom which in- himself had observed in the 
sam;' pbee in his youth. 1 At the village of Tarbolion in 
Ayrshire h bonfire has Wen annually kindled fmm lime 
immemorial on the evening of she finl Monday aft it iW 
eleventh of Jane. A noted cattle-market w*a formerly 
held at the fnir on the following day. The bonfire is still 
III at the gloaming by the lads anti lapses of the village nil 
a high mound or hillock just vutnde of the village, Kuei 
for it is col lee ted by the Lids from door to door. the 
youth dance round the fire and leap over the fringes of it. 

The many cattfc-drovers who used to assemble for the fair 
were wont to gather round the blazing pile, Smnkc thdr 
pipes, and; listen to the young folk singing in dinnr. thr 
hillock. Afterward* they vrrafifwd themselves in their 
plaid-- and slept round the bonfire, which was intended ti> 
last oil night. 1 Thomas Monesin of Aberdeen, a writer of n«j»wi 
the Sixteen til eciUuxy. says that on St, i’eter- Day, which ** twiiC* 
the twenty-ninth of June, the Scotch ran about it night wilh 
lighted lurches on mountain:- and high grotuida. “asCtrvs 
did when she roamed tile whole earth Ml search of Proper- 
pine' - ;* and toward* the end of the eighteenth, century the 
parish mini tier of Loudoun, a district of Ayrshire wboic 
" In) imy woods and torses* 1 have been Ming by Bunts, wrote 
that " ihr custom still remain* ns nought Die herds and yonn^ 
people to kindle fins in the high grounds hi honour of 
Behan. AV/xmx. which in Gaelic signifies $/<*!, or Btts-flw, 
wai aaticnily ihe time of tills solemnity, Tt is now kept on 
St* Pcter'-s day." * 
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AH over Spain great bonfire called firmer arr still fit on 
Mid sum in ec Eve. They are kept sip all night and the 
children leap over them in a certain rhythmical way which 
is id to nucmble the ancient dances. On the coast, people 
at this plunge Into the sea; in the inland districts 

the villagers go and roll naked in die dew of the meadows, 
which is* supposed to lie n sovereign preservative against 
dileaw of the skim On tM» evening, too, girls who would 
pry into the future puL a vessel of water on Use *01 out* 
side their window; and when the docks strike twelve, 
they break an egg In the water and or fancy they 
s£'i t In the shape assumed by the pulp ^ it blends with 
the liquid, the likeness of future bridegroom* castles, c*dins r 
and w> fordi, But generally H as might perhaps have been 
anticipated, the obliging egg cxh\ hits the fra hues of * bride* 
groom 1 in the Azores, also, bonfire* are lit on Midsummer 
Eve Si- John's Eve), and boys jump over them for luck. On 
that night St j6Hn himself fa supposes to appear in person and 
bless- all the *cn* and watere, driving out the devfli and demons 
who had been disporting themselves in them ever since the 
second day of November ; that is why in the Interval between 
the second of November and the twenty4liird of June nobody 
will bathe in the sea or in a hot spring On Midsuiiirruu 
Eve, too, you can always see the devil, tf you will go info a 
garden at midnight. He is invariably found standing near 
a mustard-plant- His reason for adopting this posture has 
not licen ascertained ; perhaps in the dully air of the upper 
World he fa attracted by the geniftJ warmth of the mustard# 
Various forms of divinattoh are practiced by people in the 
Azores an Midsummer Eve. Th g new-laid egg is broken 
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into a of water fc and the shapes which ft assumes foro HMmdM 
shadow the fate of the peraon concerned Aftmn, seven 
aaudets arc placed in a row, filled respectively with wrer* ^riim 
earth, ashes, keys, a thimble, money, and grass, which thing* 4w<r “ 
signify travel, death,, widow hood, house keepings fpin&icrhood* 
richer, and farming, A blindfolded person touches one or 
other tfi the saucers with a wand and so discover? hia or iter 
fate, Again, three broad beans arc taken ; one is left m its 
akin, one is half peeled, and the third is peeled outright. 

Ills three denote resfactively riches. competence, and 
poverty, They arc hidden and searched for . *nd he who 
finds one of them knows accordingly whether he will he ndi< 
moderate]y wdl-ult or poor. Again, girls, take slips nf 
piijscr and write the name* of young men twice over on them. 

These they fold up and crumple and place emc set under then 
pillows m id the other set in a saucer lull of water. In I lie 
momirig they draw one slip of paper from under their pillow, 
and see whether one in Else water lias opened (MIL IF The 
names on Ilu= two slips arc the same, it is the name of her 
future husband- Young men do the same with (pHl* names. 

Once more, if a girl ra*cs at suurfsc T goe- out into the llreet, 

and l s the first pa&Jcf>by his Chrintisin name, that Will !jc 
her hti’iUmdV name. 1 Some of tlicrc modes of divination 
rc*cmble those which itte or used to be practised in Scot hind 
at Flallrtwc'eit? In Cornea on rite J >c os -St. John the n - "■! .1- 
peuplc snl fiic to The trunk of a tree or to a whole tree, and ^ ** 

I lie young mai arid maiden .1 dance round the h lazis, which is Grata 
called Jttesfam} We have Mten tluit at Gttert, In Sardinia, aiuc. 

st great Imnfinr i% btndkd mi St, JolinV Eve, and that the 

young people dance round ft/ 

Inkling to Italy, we firnJ that she ndi^UHunci fit** arc tiw *fai- 
%\U\ lighted on St, John*& Eve in malty part* of the Mmmk 
T hey ate commonest in the territory which waa Inhabited m 
antiquity hy the Vesttni; they arc ram fn the land of the 
indent Uursi, :tnd they disappear entirely In tin lower valley 
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the Sangn>, For the most putt, the fires arc fed wilfo 
atmsr and dry gfM, and are kindled in the m ar the 

villages or on high ground- As they blaze up, the people 
dance round or overt! Lem* fn leaping across the i!am« the 
bop cry out, pi St John, preserve my thighs ami legal" 
Formerly it iMd to be common to light the bonfires *!sn in 
tin: town* in front of churches of St John, and the remains 
of the sacred fire were carried home by the people ; but this 
custom Iias mostly frtten Into disuse. However, nt Ceiano 
the practice U still kept up of taking brands and ashes from 
lb* bonfires to the houses ul though the fires art no longer 
kindled in from of the churches, bui merely in the streets. 1 
In the Abrimel Vfater also is supposed to acquire certain 
marvellous and beneficent properties on St Johns Ni 1st. 
Hence many people bathe oral least wj«Ii their faces and 
hind* in the ann or a fiver at that Aeaion p especially at ihe 
moment of * tutriie. Such a Imih is said to be an excellent 
cure for dfreasci of the &kin. Al Castigtinne a Ca-aurta 
the people, after washing In the river or in springs* ginl 
ihtir waists and wreath their hxtrwv with sprigs of bciouy ffl 
order to keep them from idles and pains** In various parti 
qf Sicily, also fire* arc kindled on Midsummer Kvc£Sk John's 
Eve), the tTvernty thfid of June. On the Madmie ixiatiiitumt, 
m the north of the island, the herdsmen kindle them ftt 
intervals, so that the cre ^\s of flic mountains are *ccti ablare 
in the darkness fqr many miles. About Acireafr, on She 
east coast of the island, the bonfires arc lit by boys* whr» 
jump over thrm At Cblaromonte the witches that night 
acquire e^traorrdiniuy powers; hence everybody then puts a 
broom outside of his house, because a broom is an excel lent 
protective against witchcraft.* At Qrvieto the midsummer 
fires wet-, specially excepted frnm the pmliibiljoti directed 
against iKmfires in general** 

In Malta al^ the people celcbr-fe Midraramei Eve 
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(St. John 1 !! Eve) M b y kindling great fires in the public tn»MH 
streets, and giving their children doll* to cany in their or mi 
■:: ihid i] i> r , in order to make good :h? prophecy re>pcciiiis+ 
the Baptist* jKu/tf in wtntifatt f/ui jamJihmt, Days and 
even weeks before this festival, groups of children are seen 
going out into the country fields 10 gather straw* twigs, nnd 
all sorts of other combuBiibfes* which they store up for 
Sl John's Eve. On the night of the twenty third of June, 
the day before the festival of the Saint, great fires arc fuddled 
In the ittMt squares. and market places of the towns and 
villages of the Island, and as fire after fire b'a/ers out of the 
darkness of that summer night, the effect is singularly 
striking These fires arc sometimes kept up for hours, being 
couttaiMlIy fed by the score* of bystanders, who take great 
»js:IL;Ivt in throwing amidst the flames some old rickety piece 
■ if furniture which they consider as lumber in their hou^i. 

Ivota of happy and recUr_-;s children, and very often men, tire 
setifi merrily leaping in ii*eccssTon over and through the 
crackling flames At the time nf the Order of St. John of 
jerLuialcm, the Grand Master himself soon after the Angtius f 
u^ed to leave hi* palace, attumpatifal T>y the Grand Trior, 
the Bishop, and two bailiffs, Lo >.:t fire to some pitch lnrrd* 

which wztc |tl.iced foi the occasion hi the >quire f^ch\ the 
Hospital. Great crowd- used to assemble here in 
- rder to v-sisi .it this ceremony The Mixing ablaze of the 
five casks, and later on «'f the eight ca^ks, by the Grand 
Mailer, wa* n signal for the otherff tn kindle their fires m the 
diubmtt part * of the town* 1 * 1 

ft! Greece, the cuMom of kindling fire* oil St Eve tl«r m 

and jumping over them fa said to be itfll universal One 
reason assigned for it fa a wiuh to csc«J^ from the fleas. 1 r3r *™ 
According to another account, ihe w.imen cry uuU as dicy 
IcnTy? over thr fire, 11 I l-.'.ivc my sin* behind me.' 11 I n Lesbos 
the fires on St. John 1 * Eve are Usually lighted by three*, and 
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lire people spring thrice W them, each wiLb 4 stone on hh 
fr a yf, saying, M 1 jump the hare's fire, my head o *tn:,r!” 
On the mnrnfng of St- John's 1 1 iy thou-who dwell near the 
tout go to bs^e in the As they go they gird them- 

sc\v& with onkr% ami when they are in lhe water they Let 
ihe osiers float 4 wmy„ saying* " Let my maladies go away J" 
Then they look for what ia allied 11 the hairy atarie, 1 * which 
possesses the remarkable property not only of keeping motfyl 
from ctothes out even of multiplying the dorhcAin the chest 
where \t h laid up, ami tire mo re h".iiv on the \u: tire 
more will the dqthe* multiply in the chert, 1 In Csilytnno* 
tire midsummer Ore 1* iuppereed to ensure abundance in the 
coming year as well ns ddfvcyatic? Irom ffea& The pioplc 
dance round the fire* Engine, with none* on there heads, 
and then jump over !hv or the glowing emlrers When 
lire fire is burning low, they throw the stone - into ii ] .usd 
when it is nearly out they make cm their legs and 

then go straightway s i\d bathe in the sea, 1 In Cm the lads 
and Souses dines round the bonfires on St John 1 * Eve. 
Ifach of lbe lads binds a black stone on hi* head, signifying 
that he wishes to become as strong as the tonne. A Isa they 
m4ke Lire *ign of the cross on their foot and tegs and jump 
overt Ik tire* On Miditimmcf Eve the Greeks of Macedonia 
linritt fires nher sup|rej in front of their gates. Tire gum neb, 
now faded* which wert: hung over the doors on May Dayi 
a»e taken duwu Jind easl into the flumes* after which the 
young folk leap uver the bliue, fully pernmufed that St, 
fchit's file Hill not burn than/ In Albania free* of dry 
herbage are, nr li^-U to be, lit everywherr on St. John** Eve ; 
young and old leap over Them, for mjcH a leap i* thought 
to Li* for tire health.* 

From Ihe Otd World the midsummer fires? U;iv* bra* 
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carried that'** ike Atlantic to AmcrJciL Jo IHmjdl |>c*s|j[c m.j. 
jump over the fife* - f St. jolni, and at tirl* ^ymn they 
lake hot coah in tJnsir modih- without bunUtig t!icfniu|u£*J .mu■..— 
hi Bolivia w ths Eve of St John it is lunul lo *cc bonflits 
K^lited oil hit hills and even In the sheet* «f the capital 
La V.tL, As tliv city stands at the Lmom of an frntnMsue 
ravine,. and the Indiana of the tie^libntirhood Uke 4 pride 
in kindling bonfire* on height* which might sesifl inaccesaibkp 
the scene is very striking when the da thus* of night i* 
iirddrjnSy and siniiiUaneousiy lit up by hundred* of fire*, 
whfch ca-r «t glare on tumronding obji»fa p prododn^ an 
effect at once weird and piettm^ye,* 

The custom of kindling bonfires on Midsummer Day ^ "U- 
or on hlithummcr Eve is widely spread Among Etui tll -l HIHlrtC 
M nhammefba topics of N.*tli A Wen, panicuiaily In y* ^ 
Monaco and Algtria ; it h com mart |t)ih U* ihe lltrbers cM««t 
ann tt» many fif the An by nr Antric-ijnukrag tribes. In 
lhf« countries Midsummer Day (the twenty-fourth of June, 
i dil Style) is called / Vrnjrdn* The fires are lit in the court¬ 
yard a, nt cross-roads, in the fields ami sometime* on the 
threshing-doom Plants whfch in burning give out a thick 
smoke ami air Aromatic fftncli are much sought ^ftet for fuel 
on these occasions i among the plants nted for the pu;p>c 
arfi giant-fennel, thymes rue, yhcrvil-stcd. camomile, geranium, 
and penny* royal, I'roplq exf»o*e thorns* Jim, inti especially 
their children, to the smoke, amt drive ir toivAtrf* thcufdiArdi 
and the crops. Also they leap across (he ilrea ; in mnt 
places everybody ought to repeat the leap icveii I turn ^ 
Moreover they lake burning brands from the fire* ami CAtry 
them through the house* in order to fumijpte them* I hey 
pusi things through tlifl Ere, mid bring the stdt into contact 
with It, while they utter payers for their recovery* 1 he 
aihea of the bonfires fox a !ho reputed to possess bent: fit: iat 
properties; hence in «omc plaeci people rub their h.*ir oi 
thdf bodies wish them/ for example* the Anrljra 
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mountr- i liters of Morocco kind la large fire* in open p'.ieet 
<>f iheir villages on Midsummer Pay. Men, women, and 
childreu juiu|i ova the fames or the glowing embers, 
believing that by so doing they rid themselves of till 
misfortune which may in: clinging to them; they tewginc, 
,i]m, that juch leaps cure the sidt and procure offspring for 
ehildbiH couples. * Moreover, they burn straw, toother with 
some rnarjgram and alum, In the fold when: the cattle, 
sheep, and goats arc penned for the night ; the smoke, in 
Ihdr upinbu. w»H make the animals thrive. On Midsummer 
Pay the Aral* of the Mnasara tribe make fires outside their 
tents, near ihtrir .mitnals. on their fields, and in their gardens. 
Large quantities of penny-roval are burned in lbc« fires, 
anil over *ntnr of (hem tlie people leap llirice to oud fro 
Sometimes small fires are also kindled inside the tentt 
They say ils.it the smoke eotifi ts blessing* on everything 
with which It comes into contact. At Salcc, on the Atlantic 
coast of Morocco, persons who suffer from diseased eye* 
rub them with the ashes of the midsummer fire ; and in 
CiL-io.hIn.nca ami Azemrour the people hold tliefr fiice‘> over 
tin: lire, because the smoke is thought to be good for the 
eyes Tin: Arab tribe Ulail Bu Aril. ill the Diikkalii 
proving of Morocco, kindle rnirhuminer bonfire*, not lor 
tbtrmsdvcs and their cattle, but only for crop- -ind fruit; 
nobody likes to reap his crops before Midsummer Day, 
because if he did they would lose the benefit of the blessed 
influence which flows from the smoke of the bonfires- 
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Again* the Beni Mgitd, a Berber tribe of Mimeco, 1b:lit fire* 
of straw on Midsummer Eve and [cap thrice over them to 
jnd frcSi "I hey let koihc of the modHc pass underneath their 
clothe^ 3 itd rtuirrlcd women bold their bneaaL* over the fire* 
in order that their children nuy be strong. Moreover, they 
pit hit their eyes jinrJ lips with some blade powder, in which 
ashes of the bonfire arc mixed. And In order that their 
hone* may al^o benefit by die fife, they t% the right fore¬ 
legs of the a mauds in the smoke and flames or in die Lot 
embers, and they rub ashet m tire foreheads and between 
the nostrib nf the Horae,!, Berbers of Uic Rif province, In 
IttiflhciH Morocco, similarly nmke ftftfct use of fires at 
midsummer for the good of Uunttelv*^ thrii cattle, and 
their Fruit-tires. They Jump over the bonfires in the belief 
drat this will preser ve them in ge->d health, and they light 
fires under IruhtrccJ Eo keep the fruit fimn falling untimely. 

And they [marine that by nibbing a paste of the aiho on 
thseir hair they prevent die Hair from felling off their heads* 1 

In alj these Moroccan eusidfTis, we are mid. die beneficial bn*** 
effect it attributed wholly in the smoke, which is supposed 
to be endued with a snag real quality ih.it re move ■; tnhfbrttmc ( 

from men, Animals, fruit-ire ra, and cmpi But in -orne parts ^nrm 
of Morocco people at midsummer kindle fire of a different m ii^t 
sort, not for the sake of uim^ddti. but In order to bum up JXTU 
misfortune in the (tunes. Thin on M itbuuimer Eve the n^nd- 
Berber tribe of die Iknf MgilJ bum three sheaves of 
unthredicd wheat or b&rJey, ^ottc for the children, arte for 
the; crops* and one for d*e anhnak* 1 On the same OCCH^on 
they burn the tent of a widow who ha* never , ricn birth to 
a child : by so do Eng they think TO rid the vitlngc os ill lurk. 
lc is said that nt naidaummer the Zcrnmur burn a Tent* which 
belongs to somebody who was killed in war during a fcd*t; 
or if there b no such jHirsorc in the village, the fdwdmSStcf‘t 
tent is burned instead Among die Arabic-speaking ftent 
Ahum it is customary for thone who live near I he river Shu 
to make a litLlc hut of straw at midsummer, set it oil fire, 
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and Irl it float down tli£ river, Similarly the inhabitant- of 
Sake burn a straw lint on (lu-. river which Ik-wa puat their 
town * 1 

Further it deserved to be noticed that in Northern 
Africa, as in Southern £urci{ic T the midnanmer fcativai 
comprise rifea cotiesmed wiih water a* veil as with fire. 
For example, Among the Bem-Snous the women Itgbi a fire in 
an oven, throw perfume* into it, and circumambulate .* tank, 
which they abo incense after a fashion. In many place* on 
the coast, a* in the province of Oran and particularly in the 
nfifth of Morocco, everybody goes and bathe* in ihe sea at 
mii.UiminicT; and in many towns of ihe interior, «udl fia 
Fl-e, Mcipiine^iuid dally Merrakcch. people throw water 
over each other on this day , and where water ia scarce, earth 
ii used instead, according to the Mohammedan principle 
which pcrmiti ablutions to b- performed witli earth or - mH 
when water cannot be spared for the purpose** People of 
the Anrdjra district in Morocco not only bat lie themselves h 
rhe sea or in riven at itildr-ummer, they also bathe their 
animak, their bofttS, mtd«, donkeys, Cfltfclt, sheep, and 
gouts - for they think itifjt on that day water possesses a 
blessed virtue CAt?fti 4 } t which removes sickness and mis¬ 
fortune. 1 :i Agtiij again., mtn^ women, and children but be in 
the .sea or spring ur rivers at rubl^iitamcr, alleging that by 
10 d<i[n(j they protect Lhcm-dvc- against disease for the 
whole year- Among the U\rhci> of ike Rif district the 
CUdtom ol bathing on this day is commonly observed, M& 
attfuiah share the ablutions/ 

The celebration of a mhJsummer festival by Moham¬ 
medan people* U particularly Tetnarkabk, because the 
Mohammedan calendar, being purely lunar and uncortecied 
by intcrcabtioin necevamL y tabes no note of festivals 
which occupy fixed point* in the solar year; all ^srietly 
Mohammedan fca-ita, being pinned to the moon* slide 
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unity tvilh that luminary through the whole pertoJ 
of iLie ear ill’* revolution about the sun. This fact of it*clf 
su. Mia to prove that muons; the Mohammedan peoples of 
ftji i lsetrj Africa, as among the' lirisrian peoples of tumpe, 
the i old summer lerstirat U independent of the religion 

which the people publicly proies;, and is n relic of a lar 
older paganism. There are, indued, independent ground* for 
thinking that ibe Arabs enjoyed the advantage or a com- 
pantlvtly wdb regulated solir year he fore the prophet of Cod 
MU 111 I d them with the alMurdily and inconvenience of a 
purely lunar calendar.* Be Lhal os it may, it i* notabtc ihnl 
mine Mohammedan people of North Africa kindle fire- and 
bailie in water at the movable New Year of their lunar 
calendar Instead or al the fixed Midsummer of ibe solar 
y ir while oilier* again practise there observances al both 
it-amns. New Year's Day. cm which the rites are celebrated, 
is called Ash*r\ it U die ten lb day of Moliomm. the rust 
month of the Mohammedan calendar. On that day bonfire h 
arc kindled in Tunis and also at Merrakcdiand ornon'; some 
tribe- of the ncighbauiWA. 1 Al Deiunnl, in the Great 
Atlas mountain*, people kindle a (afgc bonfire on New 
Year’s Eve and leap to and fro over the fhn.es. uttering 
words which imply thai by these leap' they think to 
purify themselves from nil kinds of evil At Agin, in 
ihr province of Su», I lie fire ts lighted nl three different 
points by an unmarried girl, and when It has died dovm 
the young men leap over the glowing ember*, 

*■ We shook on yon, 0 Lady Ashur, flews, and lire, and the 
iUnesscs pf the heart, <u also those til the hones , we shall pas* 
through yon again next year anil the iiAlowlng yean w ilh 
safety nitd health." Both at Agfu and Gbtwl, in the Great 
Allas, smaller fires an- ako kin.Ted.ovcr which the aittmals 
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art! drivrrt. At Demrott girlfi wlifi wish to marry wjth 
theittjehe* in Wider wIdch ha& ken botlrd over the Nfw 
Voir Sire; and m Dukkalu people Umj fck? asks of that fin? 
U> rub rore eyes with. New Year firc^ appear to be com* 
mouly kmdlcd among the Berbers who inhabit she western, 
portion of the Great Allas, md also aincmg the Arabic- 
speaking irihcs of the pkint ; but Dr Wester march found no 
tracts of such fires among the Attibic-r.ptaking mountaineers 
of Northern Morocco and the Berbers of the Rif province 
Further, is should he okiervcd that water ceremonies like 
those which sine practised at Midsummer are very commonly 
observed in Morocco a I the New Year, that fa, on ihe teulii 
day of the first month. On the morning of that day 
(/fjAju"} ait water or s according to some people, only spring 
water ^ endowed with a magical virtue (baraka ;. especially 
before sunrise lienee at that time the people bathe and 
pour water over each oilier ; in some places they also 
sprinkle their animals tents, or rooms. Tn Dukkak so tut 
of the New Year water h preserved at home till New Year a 
Day (As/mr) of next year; ursine of It is kept to be used 
as medfcirte, some of it Is punted on the place where the 
corn fa thfL'dtLeJ, -uid some fa used to water the rtHHiey 
which fa to be buried m the ground i for the people think 
that the cirLh-spirits will not he able to steal the buried 
treasure* whkh have thus been sanctified with the holy 
water, 1 

Thus the ritet of fire and waier whkh are observed in 
.Momeco at Mkbummer and New Year appear to be 
ideatkal in character and in tenting and II *tems certain that 
the duplication of the rite* fa due to -t conflict between two 
calendars, namely jJw old Juffan calendar of the Romans, 
which was faicd on the sun, anti the newer Mohammedan 
calendar of the Arab*, which is bai-ed on the moon. For 
nut only was the juHan calendar in use throughout ihe 
whole of Northern Africa under the Roman Empire ; id this 
day tt is everywhere employed among Mohammedan^ for 
the regulation of agriculture and all the affairs of dndy 
iifa; its practical convenience fans made it imlfapowbfe 
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uud the iiuiiir r.ilcmj u oi urtbotlux Muh.iiiimoJaiilsiu fs d.um.m 
scarcely med except for purpusra uf duonofogy. Even the 
i4il Latin is runes of the month* me known and cm played, n«n*f* 
in h lightly dilutee d fenms, throughout the wheric Moslem i.lp'J" 
wnrid; and little calendar} cf die Julian yta* circulate Fu 
ruaumcript ainun^ Mohammedan** [*:j mitring them lo com¬ 
bine the practical ndvantagcf of pagan science wilh *> 
ufMnLri.il adherence to orJnxJcix ihtvrnfUy/ Thu* Use 
heathen origin of the midsummer festival Is too jsalpnbk Xu 
escape the attention of good Mclt.s mu icdnms, w ho accord- 
frtgly frown upon the tn ids ti metier bondtta ns pagan HUperiti* 
tin us. precisely as similar observance In Eurojic lunre often 
lx:en denounced by orthodox Chriflrimiiy Indeed, many 
relighus people in Morocco entirely di*apprnvc of tlic 
whtdr. ot the miristitoincr ceremnnk% maini-rinmg that they 
are all b;ul; and a cmiftcfcnlirHi? sdiooiinistcr wEtt ;vefi 
refuse hb pupils a holiday at midsummer, though tlsc 
hoys ^metimes otter him a bribe if he will sacrifice 
his scruples to his Avarice. 1 Ai the mubummer eutinmi 
appear to tkmrish among all the Berbers ol Morocco 
but to be unknown among the pure Arabs who have not M 1 — 9 
l*cn n fleeted by Berber influence, it mjcuis rra-ifloibk u» (Em* 
infer with Dr. Westcrmartk that I he nutlsirmmer festival hs* 
belonged from rime immemorial to the Berber race, and that 
so fur as it is now observed by the Arabs of Morocco* it bus 
been 1 earned hy them from the Berbers* the old indigenous 
Inhabitant* of the country < Dr Wester mu tele may a bo be 

sight in holding that, in spile of the duse similarity which 
obtains between the midsummer festival of Europe and the 
luiUmnmtr festival of North Africa, the Intlfcr is not a copy 
Of tht ferincf, but that both have been handed clown in¬ 
dependently from a time beyond ihe purview of history* 
when ^uch ceremonies were cut union to the Mediterranean 
race* 
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In iTu.‘ montli* ^-iilch elapse between midsummer and 
tbt in ■<? iiftntrc tJi” K grope-in fi-sliw!.* of fire 

appeal to Ik few and tmlmpoturiL On the everting ol 
the firit day oE August, which is llic Festival of she Cmss* 
bonfire* are commmdy lit in Marcdmilift and hoys jump over 
tnrai. shouting, 11 Dig mp 1 bury P bu\ whom or what they 
wiril to dig up or bury they do not know, 1 The Russians 
hold ihe fea*x of two martyr*. Roms and I.-auras, m the 
eighteenth day nf August, Old Style. "On this tUy the 
Rushans lead therf horses round She church of their village. 
Inside which cm the foregoing evening 1 hey dig a hole trilit 
two months Radi .!:• r •: ha.-: a bridle made of the b.nk tti 
ihe tinden-tree, The horses go through thi - hok one after 
the other, opj^ajee to one of the mouths of which the pdt»t 
stands with 3 sprinkler in his hand, with which he prEnklw 
them. A* soon as the horses have passed by their bridles 
are taken offhand they arc made to go between two fires thru 
they kindle, called by the RiutstlMa Grwy A gem* that Is to 
stay, Ihrtng firc^ of which l shall give an account I shall 
before tetn-jrk h that the Russian peasantry throw Ehe bridle? 
oi theft lnirn^s tuiii one cti these Gres to be consumed. This 
b the manner of their Jlgbtbg these gituf typm, or living 
fire _ Some cnerj hold the cttifs a] a 3 tick mddc of the 
plane-tree, very dry T and about a fathom Jong This stick 
they hold firmly over one of birch, perfectly dry, and mb 
with violence and quickly aguinst Ihe former; the hitch* 
which ii ™ iTicwhat softer than the plane, in a siiurt time 
inflame*, and gfcrucs them lo Jig hi Ujih the Fut:- I have 
dc4crihccL. H 1 

The Feaal r>j the Nativity of the Virgin an th t eighth 
day cif September 1 * <ttkbnit?c) at Naples and Capri with 
fireworks, bonfinc% and A^a^iinatlons. On Xhh subject my 
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friend 1 rofcssor A E, Hotistnaa* why witnessed the cehibra- 
tiun hi different years nt both places, has kindly furnished 
miz with the follow mg particulars: * hi 1906 T wii in the 
island of Capri on Sqitembcr the eighth, the feu t of the 
Nativity of the VirgEu. The airrtivmaij* was duly solemn* 
i^cd lay fire works at lilrie or ten in the evening, which 3 sup- 
pc lie were trui nkipal : but just after sundown Hie boy a outside 
;hc vlllugifa were making .mall fires of brushwood an wasto 
hi oi ground by the wayside, Very pretty ii looked with 
the fleunra blowing about In the twilight ; lm\ what look 
my littentlon was the It&LfesJirrcss of the k?p -isid their lack 
of interest in the proceeding. A wngle kid. Ute yotmg^t, 
uoidd lx rukjri;. 1 : the fuc together and keeping 11 flight, but 
the rest - ioorj lounging about and [ookiug in every oil in 
direction with the air of dis charging maih inlcJ-Uy ■< traditional 
offure from which all rest had evaporated." “ The piuu* orgy 
ai Nupfe* on September the eighth w cm through the follow - 
tug phases when I witnfitwd it in *Sp". It began nt eight 
In the evening with no JUu initial Ion of the facade of £nnU 
Marfa l*ied[grafts and with ihe whole population talking 
about blowing penny trumpets. After four hours of this J 
went to bed at midnight* and wa* lulEctl 10 sleep by band* 
fifgaitu, winch strpcrwh? the trctmpeu about that htunv At 
four in the morning l was wafod by detoruuforu ^ li the 
Ikiliih fleet were bombarding the city, uii* :'.!, I wa* after- 
u rils told, by dynamite fr<kets- The -mly step pcedbk 
beyond this t* ownsfeutton, which nmrdhtgly takes place 
about peep of day: I forget no** tile number of the slain, 
but E thin3c the average h dr,ht tnr ten, ami E know thal 
in honour of my presence they murdered a few more than 
uwiial. ip 

It is n 1 > doubt pr^iblc that there lUutninatiohv and fire- 
works, like the a^isinations, arc merely (he natural ami 
spontm irons expressions of that nverffowing jay with winch 
the t h> night of the birth of the Virgin ntiii.l fill every 
pious heart ; hut when we remember bow often the Church 
has skilfully decanted the new wine of Chriitbrniy into the 
old bottles of heathendom* wc may be allowed to cciiijeaure 
1i .it the ecclesiasilcal authorities a drcltly timed the Nativity 
uf the Virgin so wi to coincide with an old pagan festival 
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of that ilay i in which Fire. noiier, and Uproar, If no! broken 
heads ami bloodshed, wi re oninjiicuous Features. The pciitip 
trumpet - blown on this occasion fecal! Hie Wre melodious 
instruments which figure w largely in Hie celebration of 
Uefolia (the Eve of Epiphany) at Rome- 1 


TT« tnltt- 

riiirpr^ -if 

lit* 

Hilipintil 
imtml 
wHk th» 


yn^iilr* 
ihllltlkt 
fiMJiviVy* nf 
Ihir trfl -ifll 
mciibM 
i'Imw tit lrri« 
ilwrl rf 
OtHrmtflvU 

Ml Ibt Hlitti 


Oft U* 

ridiwT IwnH 
Ilka CrfVt 
OziLJtti 
I fopr jmt> 
OQI bw fetrt 


W I W 
T*uinnift( 
al «imsR=r 
Hti* tm sJ 
MAP'! ^ r i I 
lb* N-pii- 
alN(! u* 
■miff (Utr 


§ 6. Tht Halimiv't* Fins 

From the foregoing mrvsy we map infer that ’motig 
llic heathen foreFathera of tin- European peoples the mo 
popular ami widespread fire-festival of the year >' a* die 
great, celebration of Midsummer Evi.’ < |r MldwiWBcr Day, 
Thu coincidence of the festival with the rummer solstice 
can hardly be accidental. Kathcr we must silppm* that 
nur pagan ancestor' purposely timerl the ceremony *>f 
fire on earth to coincide with the arrival of the ;n ,u the 
highest point of hb course in the iky, !f that was ft 
follows that the old founders of the midsummer riles had 
observed the solstices or turning-points of the aim’s apparent 
path in the sky, and that they accordingly regulated their 
fatal calendar to some ex lent by astronomical eonsiii- rations. 

But while this tnny be regarded as foirly certain for 
wliat we may call the aborigines throughout a large part of 
the continent, ft appears not to have been true of the Celtic 
jicoples who inhabited the Land's End of Europe, the 
idamls and prenrtonlories that stretch out into the Atlantic 
iKcun on Utc North-West, The principal fire festivals ol 
‘.he Celt-, which have survived, though in a restricted area 
.md with diminished pomp, to modem tiriles and even to 
uur own day, were seemingly timed without any reference 
to the position of the sun In tin: heaven, They were two 
tn manlier, and fell at an Interval of six months, one 
Icing celebrated on the eve of May Day and the other 
■m Atthallow Even or Hallowe'en, as it W now eofumonly 
called, that is. on the ihirty-ftrst of Octobm, the tiny pre¬ 
ceding All Saints' or Allhallows’ Day, These date- coin¬ 
cide with none of the Four great Mngw on which the 
solar year revolves, to wit, the uiUtkc^ and the equinoxes. 
Nor do they ag«r with the principal seasoni of the u^tf- 
1 $Pf Tf* pji %(Al tp 
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cultmaf y^r, the mwlng in qpiing and the reaping in 
aiiUiEEiTi, For when May Dtty Conics, the aeetl haa Intsg 
hrol earnrmticd to die earthy and when November oj^ni. 
the harvest tiAi long iieen reaped and gninerad. ihe field* 
lie baft, the frulb-trrcA are stripped* and even the yd law 
tenyes are fast fluttering lo the ground. Yet the fir-H. of 
May and the firs* of November mark UKfUng-pnfnt* of the 
year in Europe , the one ushers in the genial heat ant! the 
rich vegcttttiof* of summer, the other heralds, if ft does not 
share, the coki and barrenness of winter. Now these par- fir* .hn*- 
titular points at the year, -is has been welt pafnlct! out by 
a faamrd -inHi ingenious miter/ while they are of com- 
parativcly Sir tic moment to tin. European husband itian, && 
deeply concern the European herdsman ; For it is on the 
npproach of summer that he drives his cattle out into the pjii'umi/ 
open to crop the fresh glass, and It is on the approach 
of winter that he leads them hack to the safety and rbelief tifibniimn 
of the stalk Accordingly it seems not improbable that 
the Celtic bisection of the year into two halves at the i&*odfmiwi 
beginning of May and the beginning of November (fates , 
from a time when the Celts were mainly a pastoral people, p***wre. 
dependent for their subsistence on tboir herds, and when 
accordingly the great epochs of the year for them wine the 
days on which the cat tie went forth from she hamttieari in 
early gum me e and returned to it again in early winter* 

Even In Central Enrojic, remote from the region now 
occupied bv the Celts, a similar bisection oF the year may be 
dearly traced in Lhe great popularity, on the one bund, of 
M ay Oiy And Its Evt Walpurgis Night \ and, on the uthcr 
hiJJidp of the Feast^f All Soub at the beginning of November, 
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which unilct ii thin CSin^twn cloak conceals 3n indent pagan 
of the dead. 1 I lent'- we may conjecture that every* 
where throughout Fill ope the celestial divistou of the year 
occerding to (lie solstices was preceded by wliat we may cat) 
tcrreDrial division of the year according to the beginning 
of dimmer and the beginning of winter 
Hi* i'" He that a* it rnav. the twn great Celtic festivals of May 

fSS$* Day aft A the first of November or, to be more accurate, the 
t* 1 ’™, Kves of these two days, closely resemble each other in the 
£*T manner of their cetebrutfea and in the superstitious associated 
with them, and alike, by the antique character i in pressed 
upon h:=th, bet my * remote .md purely pagan origin, i he 
festival of May Day or Httlune, w lli= Celt* called it, which 
ushered in summer, has already been dsscril*d J* it remains 
to give some account < f I he corresponding festival of 
Hallowe'en, which announced the arrival of winter. 

Haile**™ Of the two feasts Hallowe'en w.^ peritap* of old the 
jf- - more important, since the Celts would seem to have dated 
Ortisfe** die beginning of the year from it rather ilia it from [leltanr. 
In the tste of Man, one of th<- fortress:, in which tbr Celtic 
wW iiit language and lore longest held out against the siege of the 
Saxon invaders, the first of November, Old Style, lues i*eii 
f-ju- regarded as New year’s day down to recent times- Hius 
Manx mummers used to go round on Halloween (Old 
StyleJ, siiigtm;. in :he Manx Language, a -‘ort of Hogmanay 
Song which began M To-night is New Year’s Night, Iteg- 
unuaa I * 1 One of Sir job Kbys’a Manx informants, an 
old man of sixty*seven, “ had been * farm servant fmm the 
age of sixteen till he was twenty**!:* to the same man, near 
Rt-guby, in the parish of Andreas, and he remembers his 
master and a near neighbour of his discussing the term New 
Year's Day a* applied to She first of November, and esplnln* 
(jig tu the younger turn that it iiad always been so mi old 
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time*. In fftcL ii seemed to him natural cnotifjb, □* M 
tenure of hud enck it ihtxi time, and as ail -servant men 
ifc£m their service thrtii." 1 fn undent IrcJaml a* we saw, 
a new fni; used to be kindled every year on Hallowe'en nr 
Mir Eve of Sflinhaln r mid from lliis sacred flame all the firrj 
in IrdimiJ were rekindled/ Sudi n custom pohits spangly 
to Suinlimn or All Saint* Dav (the first of November) 
qj New tear's Day, since the ucimuJ kindling <if a new 
fire take* ptaefe mo.it naturally at the beginning of the year, 
fn order that the biased mftuLucc of the fresh fire in a y Iasi 
throughout the wlvife period ol twelve mouth* Another pi^iwj 
C onfirmation of the view? tJial Ute Celts dated their year fmm 
the fird of Nm.cml>cf is fiurndw! lay she inn nil old made* uf :-n« 
divination which, a*t w« -hull *cc presently, were cmiisTinnty VrtJcvl, nn 
resnii ! it- hy Celtic [jcgpks on Ihiih weVn for the purpose *n -'--i "■ 
nf jjeertdining ilnrir destiny, ttgweldjy thrir feffcime in the 
coming year; for when cmrfd these devices for prying Into 
the future tsc m ore reasonably put fn practice \hm sti the rtT ' 
thinning of the year ? A_i ;i reason of ometis and auguries 
Hullo wtfen scorns to have far mrgxb&xi RdUne in the 
imagiiiatlrm of the Celts ■ from which wt inay wlih wine 
probability infer I hat they reckoned their year fmrn 
Halloween nithcr than Beltane, Another droirmstcince of HUbW^I 
great liniment which pointy to the ^arae conclusion is ■ he J^Tj' tll 
ii5:Hodatioii of the dead with Hallowe'en. Not only among 
the Celts but throughout Europe, IfoJfowcVn, I he night 
which marks ihs transition from autumn to winter, seeHB to 
have been of oid the time of year when the souk of the 
departed were supposed to revisit their old homes in order 
id warm themselves hy the fire and to comfort themselves 
with the good cheer provided for them in the kitchen or tfee 
[Ktrlour by Jlidr affectionate kinsfolk. 1 It was?, perhaps, a 
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natural thought that the *pprosd» of wittier *l»uW «U* 
th-: poor <itiv«itig hungry ghosts from »>« twre Ik.'k and 
lJ w i C4 iic« woodland* to the shelter of the ^ ltl J h* 

fanilHur fireside* 1 Ui d not the lowing hint then ttwp U»« 
from the summer uasiurt-* ir the fowris 9i"l on the lull* 
U. be fed and -itr.J for in the stalls, while the bleak wind* 
whistled among the swaying boughs attd the mow drift--* 
deepened in the Iwdlowa ? anti cmiM the good-man ami Use 
good-wife deny to the spirit! oi their dead the welcome 
whldulHsy gave to the cows ? 

Hitt it i* not only the souls of the departed whn ate 
>uiii>u*ed to be lwverltifi unseen on the slay “ when ioittnnn 
» Whiter rwfops the pale year.- Wrtd.es then ^d on 

their errands Of mischief, same ^weqpne through the art on 

besom*, other’ galloping along the roads on isbby’Cal*. 
which for first evening are turned Into cont-bUck steed*. 
Tlu- fairies, too. are all let loose, and hobgoblins of every 
«nrt tffiun freely about. In South Uf« and Erisk»y there t* 
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In GwiBp^Wf® ™ Nnvcitihcr Ew a bo0* *'19 ** 
every tntHt* On that right in Ireland all t»e fatry hill a 
ar^ thrown wide open and tils: fairies Ewntm forth., 
man who is bo! it eno^igh ntty tlurn prep itiS^ the open ^rccii 
hills ami *« the treasures hidden lit them* Worse tlwn 
that, the enve of CnifrcHan in Connmighh known as t)ie 
HcH ^tc of Ireland,* 1 is rndwrcrl on Samtaam Eve or 
Kallijwcfciu and a host of hnrrlUc fiends and gnblnM 
tfj rush fur I hi. particularly a (iucfc of copper^! hisd^, which 
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blighted crops I*.™! killer! animak by ttadr poisonous breath/ 

Till-: Scotch fli^E l.itJLh’Fs huvr: u ^pcdal name Samli*irhit'k 
(di--dvcd froin Sii/ jwjm, 11 All-LiaJ 1 uw $") lor ihc tire« l d ful 
txjgie* that go about itiai nielli stoaUng habits and ^um- 
miUing other atrocities 1 And though Use fahfc- arc a 
kindlier folk, it is dangerous to fee even them ,it their icvdn 
11 Hallowe'en A ttidanidjfdy case of lhi* «»ri is rEjHi'rtrd 
from the Ferintosh district of the iiighfaiids though others 
fiay that it happened nt the Sbpc of Big Stones (n Harris, *■ ^ 
Two yauti£ men were corning home after nightfall on ‘ 
Halloween each with a jur of whisky on his tuck, when 
they saw, as they thought- a house all lit tip by t!ic roadside, 

From which proircerliN! the sound* of njusir and dancing. In 
reality it was not .1 house nt all but a fairy krirdi. and it was 
the faini- who \serc jigging it aKmt there *'i mm I’fly. Hist 
one of the young men w^ii derived aitd stepping iiiln- I lie 
hottsc joined in the diner, without even atOppfng to pui 
down the jar of whisky. His companion was wiser , lie hud 
a shrewd suspicion that the pi nee was not what it penned, 
and on entering he look the pretention of stickily a needle 
in the door. That disarmed ihc power ot the fairies. and 
he go- away safd y Well* that day twelve months he eamc 
hack to the spot and what should he see but Irts poor friend 
still darning away with the jar of whisky cm his back? A 
weary matt was lie, as you may well believe, but be begged 
to be allowed bo finish the reel which he was in the act of 
executing, and when Uicy took him Oui imo the open air* 
there was nothing 1 of him left but skin and bones/ Again* 
the wicked fairies are apt to curry olT men's wives with them 
to lhlrylniid ; hut the lost sp^UseX can bt recovered within a 
year and a day when the procession of I he fairies h defiling 
ptH on llallowt cn, always provided that the mortals did not 
partake of elfin food while they were in d fin I and/ 

Some! lints valuable information may br obtained from 
the feiriea on MaIIi-ivc'cti. There iva* * young majj named 
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Ciiilec'.h In the County of May ft Near his house was a mih 
tir i)ld fort with a fine ;;rais bank running round if. One 
Hallowe'en, wlurn the daftness was felling. Guleesh went to 
th rath and stood on a gray old flag. Tin; flight Was calm 
_ ril i ^||ij there was nnt a breath of wind stirring, nor h 
wmi( l i a be heard except the hum of the insects flitting |wsi, 
or the whistle of the plovers, or the hoarse scream of tin; 
wild geese as they winged their way far overhead. Above 
t]y. while fog the moon rose like a knob of fire in the cast, 

, thou ini thousand stars were twinkling in the shy. 
Tilers was a little frost in the air, the grass was while nnd 
cTi-rp ami cackled tttulcr foot. Gnlccsh expected to sen the 
fairies, but they did not came Hour after hour wore away, 
ami he was just bethinking hitn of going home to bed, when 
hi- car caught a sound fin off corning towards him, and ire 
knew what it was In a moment. Tin- ^ourid grew louder 
nnd louder; at first it a'is like U» beating of waves on a 
stony shore, then it was likr the rear of a waterfall, at last 
ic was tike .1 mighty rustling wind tu the tup* «r Lhc trees, 
then the tloim bunt upon the rath, and sure cn'iugh the 
fairies were in il The roiil went by m suddenly that 
Gukesfi lost his breath; but he came to himself tfd 
likened The fairies were now gathered within the grassy 
bank of the rath, nnd a fine uproar they made. Hut Gukcsh 
listened with all his car-, and he heard Oliti Giry saying to 
another that a mngfo herb grew by Gulcejli* own floor, and 
that Gutoesh had nothing to do but pluck it llttd bnil it 
and give ii to his sweetheart, the daughter of the King ni 
France, and she wcui'd be well, for just then she wns lying 
very Jit Gutccah took the hint, and everything went a*jbe 
fairy had said. And he married the daughter of the Kini' 
of France : and they had never a cark nor a care, n sickness 
nor a sorrow, a nusliap nor a misfortune to the Hay of ihcif 
Heath. 1 

[ti all Celtic countries Hallowe'en seems to have liorn 
tile great sea-on of the year for prying into the future; all 
'dnds of tlivirtalion were put in practice that night W e 
read that Dxthi, n king Of Ireland in the fifth century. 
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happening to be sit the Druids* Hill In she 

county t f Sligo one HalbwcVn* r^nfervd hk timid to forecast 
fev him the future from thus tlay till the next I tsillow^'cir 
should come mntnl. The druid pa.ra.nl the night nn the 
tap of she hi!!, and next morning made .* prediction to the 
king which came true, 1 In Walfc HalbwcVn w*s the 
weirdest of all the Ttir AW flr Three Spirit 

Night*, when the wind, * Mowing over \ he feet of the 
Ctu-p burr sigh* to the h&tfi£3 of those who were to die 
within (he year* People thought that if on itiuE night they 
went out to a cross-road and listened to the wind, they 
would learn all thr most important things that would brfctll 
them during the next twelve months. 1 fn \\ ales, ton, no* so 
long- ago women used to congregate in the parish church* 
on the night of Maliowe’cn aitd read thdr fate from the tin me 
of the candle which each of them held in her hand ; also they 
heard the uamns or saw the coffins of the parishioner* who 
would dfc within the year, and many were the sad scene ■ to 
which these gloomy visions gave rise/ And in the Highland* 
of Scotland anybody who pleased could hear premia imrd a bud 
the names of pandinners doomed to perish within the next 
twelve months, if he would only take a thrce-fegged stool 
and go and ait on it at three cross-road*, while the chinch 
dock was striking twelve al midnight on Halloween, li 
was even tn llLft power to save l he destined vtciimi from 
their doom by taking with him articles of wearing apparel 
and throwing them awtsy r one by one, a* each name was 
called out by I3:c my*teriotis voice, 4 

But while a glamour of mystery and awe has always JWIiWia 
chirtg to J lalhswp + cii hi the minds of the Celtic peuantxy^ 
the popular ofctdifation of the festival has been, at bast m MnJ 
moiten times by i\u mrans of a prevailingly gloomy cast; an 
the contrary it has been attended by pic tta rescue features and 
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JltCfty jxistlflies, which rendered it the gayest night of a!l lire 
yen. Amongst the tilings which hi the Highland? of Scot- 
Und ttmlributed to invest (he festival with a romantic beauty 
wetc Lbe bonfires which used to laJvtjcc [it frequent interval? 
on Ilw heights- " On the last day of autumn children 
gathered ferns, tar-ban-els, the long thin stalks called tfimisg, 
ami everything suiLdlk for a bonfire. These were placed in 
a I leap on same eminence near the house, and In the even¬ 
ing jet fire- to. The fires were called Sairthnapin There 
was one for each house, atnJ it was ati object of ambition 
who thou Id have the biggest. Whole districts were brilliant 
with bonfires, and tlidr glare across a Highland t«ch, and 
from many eminence*, fanned an exceedingly picturesque 
-vc.-rie.* 1 Jibe tlie Heluuic fire- on the first of May. the 
} iiiiJowe'en bonfires to June been kindled most com- 

mmdy in the I’crthihlfS Highlands. Travelling ir the parish 
of Moulin, near Piilochrte, in the year 1772, the Englishman 
Thonms Pennant writes that * Hallow Eve is also kept 
sacred - *S soon *s it is dark, a person *ets Fire to a bush of 
broom fastened remind a (wlc, and, attended with a crowd, 
run* about tinr village. He then IJlngi it down, tu- qjs re.it 
quantity of combustible matters on it, and makes a great 
bonfire. A whole tract h thus llluminrtled at the same time, 
j,,hn ,ind make? a fine appearance." T The custom )ia* been 
described mnn.- fully by a Scotchman of the cightwnih ccn- 
«nL turj. John Ramsay of Ochtcrtyre, On the evening "f 
L«ut-& n Hallowe'en “the young pcoplt of every hamlet arr-tnldcd 
it]Hjn some eminence near thi houses. There they tr.a le a 
bourne- of ferns or other fuel, cut the sitne day, which fir m 
the feast was called Sitmk-nag or 5 (rz";:ts, a fire of rest and 
pleasure. Around it was placed a circle of stones, erne for 
each person of the families to whom they belonged. And 
when it grew dark the bonfire was kindled, at which a loud 
efaoiti whs set up. Then each person taking a torch of fetus 
or sticks in his hand, ran round ths fine exulting ; and some* 
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rimes (icy wefit into l he adjacent fields, whrn, if there was 
auulEief cuct]|muy, they Visited (lie bonfire. taunting the 
cUlusrs if inferior in any respect it* themselves After this 
fire was burned out Lhey returned home, where & feasi waa 
nvtpaivdp and the remainder of the calling WH spent in 
mirth and diversions of various kinds. Next morning they oiri M i*ni 
repaired betimes 1* the batifinj, where the situation of tin 
slime* ivii* cxauiinuJ with ninth attention. I f any cn them 
wete misplaced, or if the print of a fool could lx? discerned 
HLur any partteulaf stone, it was Imagined lb at Lite person 
for whom it wa» *et would not live out the year. Of Into 
y ats tliii f, less attended to. but about the beginning of the 
present century it wa* itgutied as a sure prediction, flic 
Hallowe'en fire is still held up hi some parts of the Low 
Country ; but on the western coast ami in the Ides it is 
never kindled; though ihc night Js spent in merriment iind 
entertainments.*' 1 in the Perthshire parish of Callander. 
which include. the now funiom pa« of tite Tros^chs open* J**”* 
ing mi\ on the winding And wooded shores of Ihc lovdy 
fjich Katrine, the Haliowe'rt huts fire* were still ktmBed 
dmm to n^r the curt of the eighteenth century When she 
lire had died Jtnvn, thr w< re carefully sheeted it* the 
form or u drde, and a stone tw put m near the circuit 
fefcnQo, for every fiction of the several farndici littered ted 
In Ihe bonfire. Next morning. if any of I hex *lwe* was m»ib. 
found to he displaced or injured, the ptoph' mude Stttc dmL ,r™*, 
the person represented by it u-t±4 fty or deviated, and lluif 
hr; could not live twrlyc months hum tlsaf day In tj- 1 - 
pariah of Lpgfecaif. which cover? I he lurAUllfiil valley of the 
Tummeh one of the fairest regions of all Scotland* ihc 
TTkllmvc'en tire was somewhat dilTerent Faggots of heath, 
broom, ami the dres-ingj of Hsix wen; kindled and carried on 
Vi 1 .' men, who rm with lliern round thcvtlfajJCJi attended 
by a croud Ad soon a= one fay^ot was buml out, a imdi 
one lighted and fusioned to fhtr pule. Numbers of these 
blazing faggots were often carried about together, and when 
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the i%ht happened to Ivc darkg they framed ;> s|i]iffldTti 

flltmrhmticm . 1 

ibUrr^wM Nor did ihe E-falWeta fires die uut in Perthshire with 
the end of the eighteenth cailtny, Jrumeying from Drutkdd 
10 Abcrfoldy on Hallo wo'eti lit The first half of lilt nineteenth 
century, Sheriff hair!ay counted thirty fire* blaring on the 
hill taps, and saw the figures of the i^jde dan dug Elbe 
phantoms round the fiames. 1 Agam, 11 m t &6o, I wa, «- 
rifling near the head of Loch Tay during the season of the 
( LiLLOwv. 'en feiiat. For several days before 1 IfUlowe'eri, boys 
ami youths collected wood and conveyed it to the most 
prominent 1 place* on the hill ^ulw In their neighbourhood* 
Some of the heaps were as targe sw n com stack or hay 
rick. After dark on Hallowe'en, these heaps west kindled, 
and for several hour* both sides of Ia>cH Tay were jfluin muted 
a* far as the eye could sc*. I was told by old men that ot 
the beginning of rids century men as well as boys took part 
it! getting up the bonfires* and that, when the fire \\At nhlara. 
all joined hand a and danced round rite fire, and made a great 
noise; bat that, as these gatherings generally ended in 
drunkeneKts* and rough jmd dangerous fun, the minister set 
their faces against the observance, and were seconded in 
Uidr efforts by ihe mote Intelligent and u-eJI-bclia^r t) in the 
com mu 11 tty ; mid so the practice wa^ discontinued by adlll Lit 
fi*ii.i^ Vb and relegated to school ko$±" 1 At ibdtjtthiddcr down to 
the latter part of ths? ninctraenllt century each household 
kindled it* bonfire at Halloween, hut the custom was chiefly 
observed by children. The fire* were lighted on any high 
kind I near the house ; there was no dancing round than, 1 
*Uiw>u Hunmie'ea fires were aho lighted in wmu districts of 
Ih^wn cm nOfilwsMt of Scotland, such as Hue limb Villager* and 
ftfiteci alike mint have ihetr fife. In the villages the boys 
w* til from hou-.e to house ami begged a jurat from each 
hmt^diolder. usually with the words, * Ge 1 * a peat t’ burn 
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the witches" in scLme villages tlxc lads collected Lbe ports 
hi a carl< Mime of them drawing It aIohR aiui the others 
reodvfn" lire | reals and kmditi^ them tin the carL Along 
with the prats they accumulated rtruw, fur^u pgtoto hAhJm, 
ewytiling that would bum quickly, iml whei* they tad got 
enough (hey piled it all hi * heap and set it on fm\ Then 
each of the youths* one after attOtlrciY laid him&df down on 
the jnUttra! a* near to the fire n* lie could without being 
scorched, and ihu^ lying allowed the -mnke tq roll over hftu. 
The olhci* ran thiattgji the smoke and jumped over their 
prostrate comrade. When the heap burned tknrtu they 
scattered the aslres lisich one took a share in this part of 
the ceremony, giving a kick fins with the right foot and 
then with the left ; and each vkd with il-c other wta ibould 
scatter the mast Aftrf that of them slill continued 

to ran through the scattered adir^ and to pelt each other 
with the half burned peats, At each farm a spot as high m 
possible, not too near the Reading, was chosen fq/ the lire, 
and the proceeding* were much the same as at the tillage 
bonfire. The lads of nnt farm, whm their own fire was 
burned dawn and the ashes icaitcncd, sometimes went In a 
neighbouring fire and helped to ktek the ashr- about . 1 Re¬ 
ferring To this part of Scotland, n writer at the end of the 
eighteenth century observe* Thai 61 the Hallow-ewn fise T 
another relict of dm id ism, was kindled in Buchan, Various 
magic cere monies were then celebrated to tonntcmct the 
influence of witches and demons, and to prognosticate to 
the young their success or disappointment in the mairimoitial 
lottery. These being devoutly finished, the hallow fire 
kmilled, and guarded by the nude port of the family. 
Socfcties were farmed, cither by pique or humour, to scatter 
certain fires. and the Attack and defence were often 
COtiducLcd with art and wslh fury*/ ’ Down to about the 
middle of she nineteenth century tltc Biaeow Highlander* 
made the circuit of their fields with lighted torches at 
Hallowe'en to ensure their fertility in lbe coming year* 
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At that slate the custom was follows : Hveiy member nf 
tfete fatuity [in lliojifi diiys lioiKchohH Wpcr tbsm they 
art iumv^.is povtde.i with a bundle of fir 'an'kV with 
which to g(i the iouiliJ- The father ;md mother stood 
the hciarLh an*! lit the ftp]tat* in the peal which they 
to the rhddrcn and servams, who trooped nut one 
after the other. ami proceeded tc trend :h<: hound;: of their 
|]t||c property, gotog slowly round at equsd distances apart, 
anil hi variably with tbe sun. To go 1 withcrebiits ’ ramF to 
have ken fticiwJ for cm sing and cxconntiumcniion, ^ Hefi 
the fields bad thus Lhjcii circuniambufated the rcupniflg spills 
were thrown together in i heap and allowed to burn out? 1 
In the Highland* of Scotland, as the evening of 
Hallowe'en wore on, yotuig people ^uthtred in one nf tlto 
hnuv-4 and f^-orted to ^4 l almost end Jus* variety oI frames, 
•sr rather forms of divination, fo* Lhu purpose of aster- 
Uiainp the Future fit!. 1 of each mtmbei o) Lhc company* 
Were they to marry or remain uln^le, was the marriage to 
take place iluE year or never, who was tu be married first, 
what mift uf husi ■ ml or ^ife she or be w<is to ftet, Lhc imtne, 
the trade,, ihe colour uf the hair, the amount of property of 
the future i^niusc— ditre were qtiru hiiis ttl-ut were eagerly 
canva*?ed and site answers to tliem furtifchc-d never-foiling 
entertainment 1 Vor wire there incdt^ of divfimlEon aS 
Halloween ranfined to the Highland** where tto- bonfires 
were kind Ini; l hey w ere practised with equal foitii and hi 
practically the ramc forms In the Lowlands, as we leant* for 
example, from bur mV pnem /frAfawW, which dcjcHbe* the 
auguries dnswn from a variety of omens by the Ayrshire 
pedantry These Lowlands of Satfoti decent may well 
liavc ipeIici iLcd the rriea from the Celts who preceded thru! 
in the possession of the south country A onminort practice 
at Halloween was to go out stealthily to a neighbour* 
kailyard and there* with shut cyca 3 to pull up the first katl 
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mock ihii c.irnrr lo hand, U wp ntcc-'-iry that the plant* 
should h ^stolen milhout the knowledge sir amsrnf uf their 
[turner; otlirrvuw they wen quite utcles* for tilt purpose 
of divination, Stdclly speaking, too, the neighbour upon 
whose garden the mid u j* made should be unmarried* 
whether a bachelor or a ipinster. The stolen kail was 
[.iken home atid examined, sand according to its height, 
ghiifiCp and features would bn the height, thapc T ;ind fealmej 
r.f the future husband or wife. The ume of the twMb, 
ilmt is. she heart of the *tcin, was an infallible Indication 
of his irr her temper: and a dod of earth adhering to the 
mot signified* in pre-portion to ish viar H tile amount <if pro¬ 
perty w hich be or the wmiJd bring to the cormnon stock. 

Then the kail-ftodc ^r rvurf, as It was culled In Ayrshire, 
placed over the lint--' of thr c!V-,xr ; Htid I he iiaptimtsaJ 
name of line young mim or woman who lint entered the 
iJ ew i ifrer :hc kail was in position would h the baptismal 
name of the husband or wife. 1 Again, young women ft)iv*rd fr™** 
hemp seed over nine ridges of ploughed land, ttytug, *' I 1 1 

sow liemp e^d f ftnd he who is to br my htishunri* let him 
come and iiatruw it. 11 On booking hack over her left dwuMrr 
the gil l would see the figure of her future mnte behind her 
xin the durkness In the north-east o? Scotland lint seed was 
used instead of hemp seed and answered the purpose quite 
;*$ well* Apdn P a mo<ic of ascertaining your future huabaTad -nwiftmdi 
or Wiir was this- Take a due of blue yam and go to a 
lime kiln. Throw the chic iciio the kiln, but kc*:p on-n end 
t>r the dir cad its yum hand aisd wind it on to another due 
Aii you come near the end somebody or something will hold 
flu: other end tight in the kiln. Then you call out. Who 
bolds 7 rt giving tlte thread at the same time a gentle pull. 

Some one or something will thereupon pull the other end 
of ihs thread, atid a vnkse will mention the came of your 
future hu-^tizUid uf wifd 1 Another way is this Gn to the 
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iurtt stlunc ami ncewtly* Be sure to open both (WT' and 
if ;..Hsibk ukc Llirm off their hinges: 1(}r *>« being 

■Aht? i. alxiui to appear should catch you In the barn 
and dup the duors to on you. he 01 she might do you a 
mischief i[living done this, lake the sieve or wimicnving- 
b.mket which In Inland Scotch is called a i«v/rf or wvit'At, 
and go through the action of winnowing corn. Repeat it 
sluice, and ut the third tune the apparition of your futons 
hut mi n<l or wife will jutsi ilirougli the harn.cnrering at the 
windy dim* ami paring out at the other. 1 Of tills. ftf> to 
a southward running it ream, where the lauds of three lairds 
rul'd, or to .1 ford where the dead and living have crossed; 
Dip ihr left sleeve of your shirt in the water. Then gu 
liouir, take off tile -hiit. hang it up before fire to dry, ami 
go to Ik- 1, Miring v.irc that the !«J lauds so that you can 
sec your shirt hanging hcforc the fin-. Ke--p awake, .uul at 
midnight you will ree the form of your future spouse enure 
into ihe room and tum the other side of the sleeve to the 
fire to dry it.’ A Highland form nf divination at N allow e cu 
is to take a shtat by the tip and throw it over the house, 
then observe the direction in which the too prints as it (fcs 
on the ground on tire other side, for in that direct ion you 
arc destined to go Ixffore Song, tf th»i dice should foil tote 
nppixinost, il is very unlucky for you.* 

These ways of prying into the future are piractWd 
outside of the house ; other- are observed Itt the kitclieit 
or the parlour before the cheerful blare of the fire. Thin 
the white of eggs, dropped in a glass of pure water, 
indicates by certain marks how many children a person will 
have. 'Hie impatience and clamour of the children, eager 
to ascertain the exact number of their future progeny, often 
induced the housewife to peitorm this ceremony for 'hem by 
daylight; and the kindly mother, standing with her hue to 
the window, dropping the white of an egg into a nTystuJ 
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glan > 4 draft water, and surrounded by a group of children 
intently watch inf; her [TOCO-dUg?, made up a |uctiy pkimed 
Wtivn the fun of the evening hud fairly commented, ihr rn. 
names of eligible of likely matches were written on the 
chimney - piece, and lire young man who wished to try his 
fortune was ted up blindfolded to the list Whatever name 
lie put his finger on would prove that of hie fill me wife" 

A ,f ain, two mils, representing a Ini) and a lass whose names riirmm 
were announced to ihe qomjswy, were pu! side by siil>: in 
the fire, If they btrnled quietly together, the pair would 1* 
mini ami wife, and form lire length of time they burned and 
the Itrighlnew of the flame lhe length and happiness of the 
married life of lire lw>i were augured Hu! if instead of 
homing together one of the iiuls leaped away from tlic 
other, then (here would Ik no marnu^r, and the blame 
would rest with the pcrwjfi whose nul had thus started awny 
by Itself, 1 Again, a dish of milk and rueal (lu Gndk/s.irviv, , 
in t.nwlnud Scotch or of beat jxitattres wa» nudo ^ "** 

and a ring w» hidden in if. Spoon* wen? served out to 
the company, who *tlpi«d the contents of lire dish. haitlly 
with I he in. and the one wire gut the ring wmiW be the fir-.t 
to be married- 1 Again, apple* and it diver sixpence were n« 
pur in it 'ub of wahr ; lire apples nattiridk- fir atetl «* Hre ZZ 
top and the sixpence sank to the Unhurt, Whoever could **u* 
lift an apple or ih® sixpence from the water with his mouth, 
without using his teeth, wwj counted very lucky aurJ got tire 
price to himself* Again three plates or Unit* were placed P-u»« 
on the hearth. One was filled with dean water, another l ' r ’' 
wiLh dirty water, and the third w.i> empty. The enquirer 
was blindfolded, knoll in from of the hearth, mid gtnjwi 
about dll he pm hi? finger in one of them If he lighted 
on the plate with the dean water, he would wed a ntaid ; 
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If on the plate with the ditty water* he a 

Widow; and if on the empty plate* he wmild remain a 
bachelor. For a girl the answer of the omete ; 

she .voultl marry a bachelor, a widower, or nobody ucmrdhtg 
tt . ^ 4C plate iiilu which she chance l \o dip hw mgzf. But 
to make sure, the operation had to be rep 1 a led thnec, the 
i>,,,ilioii of the plates being changed each time. 11 the 
enquirer put bis or her finger into the same plate thrice W 
even twice, it was quite conclusive^ 
iw ijitwt Tlsiwc fortos of divination in the home were jiractUed 
•ti 1 ** by the company in a body ; but the following had to lx 
reformed by the person alone. You tool; an apple md 
,, QO ,j u .j<|| ft in your hand in front of s looking-ylasi. 
Tlutn y>'iir sliced liie apple, stuck each slice on the point 
iA the knife, and belli it over your left shoulder, while 
you looked into the glass and combed your hair. The 
apart* of vuur future husband would then app ir In the 
iniirtir stretching feirth Lis hand to lake the slices of the 
apple over your shoulder. Some say that the number of 
dices should be nine, that you should eat the first eight 
your elf, and only throw the ninth over your left shoulder 
for your hnsb.mil; jUJp that al each slice you should say, 
, tr 41 j, nt “fn the flame of the Father and the Son/' 1 Again, 
U| 'S« 11 Mkc .in egg, prick ii with A pin* and lei the white drop into 
a winf’gLvt nearly full of *<, aler. Take some of this in 
your month and go utit for a walk. The first nnmc you 
hear called out aloud will be that or your future husband or 
wife. An old woman told a lady that she had tried lids 
mode of divination in her youth, that thfl name of Archibald 
“ came up os it were front the very ground, and that 
Archibald sure enough was the flame of her husband. 
11 m nit In South Uist ami Erisby, tim of the outer Hebrides, * 
^ u-U djjg called AwU'KA Sit/atirn is eaten at Halloween to 
induce dreams that will reveal the future. It h baked of 
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t* THE itALLOWSEA FIRES ty> 

cunitnuD ttittftl with a great deni of salt. After Cuting It you 
may Mui drink tvat'.:r nur Utter a word, not even to say your 
prayer*. A rail herring eaten bunts and alt in three bites, 

Is equally efficacious, always provided thai you drink no 
water and hold yemr tonfruc.’ 

[u the northern part of Wales ft used to be customary ( 'n 
Tor every family to makr a great bonfire ended Cott C<xtk on 
HnlkfOre’en, the fire was kindled on tiir most conspicuous Citelm4 
»|X.! near the house; and when it had nearly «onecut everyone 
llircw into fhr islic- ii white stufic, wfriuJi bt hnd first rrmikinJ. r . r .+i,hn* 
Then having said their prayers round the fire, they went to ^ itn - 
bed N‘est a rnr>min^ as soon as they were tip, they' came to 
search out the dunes, and if any ottc of then) was fouih! to 
Ire mis frig. tiny hud a notion that the person who threw it 
wmilti !w before he raw another Hallowe’en.* A writer on 
Wak - at (he beginning of the nine'tec tub century says 
that 11 the autumnal fint I* still kindled in North Wales, 
being on the eve of the first day of Novcmlwr. and Is 
attended by many cere monies; such as run nine through 
the fire and smoke, cadi euting a stone into the tire, ami till 
running off at the cnndu.sfatt to escape from the black ^horL* 
tailed f-oriv; then supping upon parsnips, nuts, and apples; 
catchinp up an appk suspended by a rixini; with the mouth 
alone, ;md the sitit by an apple in a tub of water: cacti 
throwing a nut into ihc tire . and tlm-c that burn bright, 
betoken prosperity tr. the owners through tin* following 
year, but tho c that hum black and crackle, denote mis¬ 
fortune. On the following morning the stones arc -marched 
fur in the fire, and if any be mining, they betide III lo those 
who threw them in'" According in Sir J 'hu Rhys :he 
habit of celebrating Hallowe'en by lighting ixmfircs on the 
lulls is jicrhapii not yet extinct in Wile** a111 - men still bring 


' A, H..Mindi-trser, “ v * " '“W- 
l»it fimallx Hrlaiilcf," / , ; ii.iL 

JS- 

* I'wram'* titimufrliir, 

1- Bum!. I\fu/tr f 

fiffitlm jliMulta, t* 

*»■ 

’ Sir Re bin! Cell Jlrttrr, Tit tti»- 

fw^-f ff rfpii'Uy F*M**-t lir-rHfk 


ir«'„ j.ik vti-tjxmi. ty CimUui 

it Aert is-'frl, « UJ ; !- 

UtiikI. Ay ula- L 390 , 

J hr |wu/' '{lu ird la ilw oil eaeun 
<■■ [-itr of t i 1 0 ( w*« f-'J itm 1 (Inrrtr). 

The iflpi'tni; fut ■ppln. liatfiuc 
him. anil M> fitfltl. «R Bitlipwl *1*' 
U Mari: Timiptu, /Mt-fr" *»4 
firi r-r-iti y it'ain flanvlua, lie**)* 
pf. 553. *Jf 


tm rifit. festivals of ewofe 


C 1 U*. 


can rcmpTyibcf ho^ the propU: who die hunlirv* 

vh'Oilltl wait till the last ^park wav out «iik! then wnuM 
suddenly take to their hceb, shouting at the top of tltdr 
voices 11 The crapped black mw adze the hindmost f The 
saying an Sir John Klip jurrtly remarksjmplii^ that O^m- 
ally ooc of she cwijmrty bec-mc a victim (n dead earm-it 
Down to the present time the paying if- current in Carnarvon¬ 
shire, where itluuoiw ta thi cutty black sow art occasion- 
ally made to frighten children, 1 We can pm llhrJtjratattid why 
6f *'in Lbwizf Brittany every person throw ,r pebble into iht 
tbMm wbh bonfire- 1 Doubtless I hen:, as in Wales And the 

Highlands a( Scotland, 1 omens ol life and death bare at one 
time or other been drawn from the position »nd state of shcr 
pebble oo the morning of Ad Saints' !hi>\ The custom, 
thus Found umong three separate branches pf the Celtic 
mock, probably* dale* from a period before their dispersion, 
nr at feast from a limn when alien races hud not yet driven 
home the wedges of sopamtton between them, 
ttmmtkto In WUe^ aj in SrotUiti.1. Hallowe'en was abo the great 

<c ^^ on f L , r forecasting the future hi respect of love and 
marriage, mmiJ - -::ic ur the furnm of divination employed for 
^Kel" purp<W resembled thotsc which wer^ hi use among the 

Scokh pedantry. Two girl*, for example, wouid make a 
Ittlte ladder frf |nm* without lirenking it from the ball and 
having done so they would throw ft out of the window. 
Then one of the girls, holding the ball In lier lumd, would 
wind the yam hade, repealing a rhyme m VVul-h, Thb she 
did thidoc, and at *he wound the yam -lie would see her 
future hudbnml citndring up the little ladder Again, three 
bnvls or fcvidm were ptand im a table. One of them 
contained clean water, oiir, dirty water, and one w^i-, empty. 
The girls of the hnuschnldg and mtielifn& I her boy* top, 
then eagerly tried their fortune*. They were blindfolded, 
led up to the fable* and dipped their ItancI* into a bowl. If 
they happened to dtp into the dean water, they would ihjietv 
maiden? ur bachelors ; if into the dirty water, they would lie 
w Mowers or widows ; it mU* I lie cm [ity hoiy!, t\v y would 
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live tmimrned. Again, ff a girt walking back w Ards, would 
□fecca knife rnnang l he fecks on Halfowefen, she would see 
tier future husband come and pick up the knife and throw 
it into the midilfe of rhe garden.' 

in 1 reluiid the Hallowe'en bonfires would seem to have mrtnfkn 
died out. but the Hfllltnimfefi divination has Survived. r ‘J s !!r ^“ 
Writing towards the end of the eighteenth century, Generxii tfcdftml 
Valfenccr tells us Lhiit on Hallowe'en or the vsgd of Samuil* 
as lie cal is “ the pca^anej In Ireliml as^mblc with sticks 
and eltihK (the emblems of laceration] doing fruoa htnusc to 
house, collecting mutiny, bread-cake, butler, cheese, cgits, 
etc., eft. tor the feast, repeating verse? in honour of the 
solemnity, demanding ffrepanitloun for the festival, in the 
name of St Colunib Kill, desiring tliein La lay aside the 
tolled calf, and to bring forth the black sheep. The good 
uvuntrn are employed in making the ^riddle crake mid candle*; 
these last are sent from house to houde in the vicinity, and 
ate lighted up on the (Sam an) next day, before which they 
pray, or are opposed to pray, for die departed aouls of tin? 
donor. Every house Abounds in the bc*t viands they can afford: 
apples and mils are devoured in uhundmncc: the ruii-*hdh 
an; burnt and from the a*hc% many stmngt things are fosetoldr 
Cabbages are tom up by the root: hump seed h sown by the 
maidens, and they believe, that if they look kick, they wilt sen 
the apparition of thr man intended for their future ipoiisc ; 
they hang .3 im^k bd' -r ■ the fire, on the clow of the feast, 
mu! sit up all night, concealed in a comer of the room* con¬ 
vinced that hii apparitfpn will cumc down ihc chimney and 
turn the nnock: they throw a ball of yam out of i|ig window, 

- and wind it on the red within, convinced, That if they repeat 
the P&ftr AW/rr b^cltwaftfe, and look at the bait of yarn 
without they will then also see hh Wrt or apparition : 
they dip for applet in n tub of water, and endeavour to king 
one up In the mouth: they suspend a cord w^iih a mss- 
stick, with apples at one pint, -md wndi« lighted at the 
oe her, and endeavour to catch ihr apple, while- it is in a 
circular motion, In the mouth. These* and muny olher 
supers! it ions, ceremonies, the remains of Bruidesui, arc 
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curved cm thi> holiday, which will never bs eradicated, 
while the name of Samem to permitted to rernmn i. • 
t.;»‘rt.<tan In Queen* County. Ireland, down to the hitter part u\ 
* the nineteenth century children practised of these 

rites of divination on Hallowe'en, f5lriswe.it out Into the 
-ndco bfmdfbtd anti pulled up cabbages: U the cabbage 
was vrdl grown, the giri would have a handsome husband, 
Imt If it had a crooked stalk, the future spouse would be a 
itingvold man. Nuts, again, wore placed In pulis on Ihe 
bar of the sire, and from their hchurjunr omens were drawn 
fl f ihe fate in love and marriage of the couple whom they 
represented I^ad, also, was melted and allowed to drop 
into a tub af cold water, and from the dopes which U 
assumed Eu the water predictions were made to the chi I dr cm 
„r i he It future destiny Again, apples were bobbed for in u 
tub of water and brought up with the teeth; or a *Llck wa« 
hung from a hook with an apple at otic end and a candle at 
the other, and the stick being made to revolve you made a 
Itile at the apple and somciunes got a mouthful of candle 
piTiej.il. i- Instead 1 tit County l-citrim, also., down to near tba etui of 
*? M * UOTr the nineteenth century various forms of divination were 
j.-r;ic:tii-'-d at H-illowc’cn. Girls jsccrUiocd the chinctcr of 
Lf '™ m thdr fntme husbands by the he!p of cabbages jn*t as in 
Queen's County- Again, If a girl found a branch of .1 briar- 
Ibrjni which had bout over find grown into the ground so as 
to form a loop, dw would creep through the loop thrice lute 
in the evening In the devil's name, then cut the briar and 
put It under her pillow, ail without speaking a word. Then 
she wr.iilri by tier head on the pillow and dream of the man 
*he was to marry. Boys, also, would dream In like manner 
of love and marriage at Hallowe’en, If only they would gather 
ten leaves of ivy without shaking, throw away one, and put 
the other nine under their pillow. Again, divination was 
practised by mean* of a Cake called httt>i-brmc t In which a 
ma and .1 ring were baked. Whoever got the ring would lu: 
married first; whoever got the nut would mart}' a widow or 
a widower; but if the htil were ait empty shell. In or she 
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tvottlrf reninin unwed. Agn{^ a girl wodlil sake a clue of 
worked. t|o to a Ihnc kiln in the glwmung h and throw the 
clew into the kiln In the cfovii's name, while she field fast the 
other end of the thn?ad H Then she would rewind Ihc tin-cud 
amt ask, i# Wb© holds my chic? * and ike name of her future 
huiiband would come up from Lhe depth of the kiln. Another 
way was to lake a rake, j'o to a rick and walk round It nine 
tirnc;, saying. 11 T rake thia rick in Ihc devil's numc.* At the 
ninth rime Use wraith oT your destined partner for life would 
come und take the mice out of your hand* Once iaoir. before 
tLic company separated for the night, they would take the 
^hes smooth on the hearth, aud search item next morning 
for tracks from which they Judged whether anybody should 
come to the house, or leave it, or die In It before another 
yirar was out, 1 In County Rob coin mun, which borders on pin- > jh 
C ounty Leitrim, a cake Is made in nearly every house on 
Rilfowticn, and a ring, a cnin + a rior r and a chip of w<>;*1 Cvuny 
.ire put Into \L Whoever gets the coin will be rich; wlm- 
-ver geU the ring wiil be married fint , whoever gel* the 
nhip uf wood, which noAdi for a cohirt* wSl die first, and 
whoever gst* the sloe will live longest, because the feiiies 
Might the tines in the hwigef an Uattowc^ to that the 
3toe lu ihe cake will be the hist uf the year Again* un the 
same mystic evening giri* take nine gnrinii of oats in their 
mouths, and going oi3t without speaking w,ilk hbciut rill they 
hear 11 mnn 1 -. name pronounced ; it will be tile luimir of iliUiir 
future hpal^ndL In County Rniwnmmon, U>^on Halloween 
there i5 the usual dipping In water for apple* or sixpence*, 
and the usual bites at li revolving apple and tallow candle 1 
In fchc I ile of Mon also, another Cell sc country* Hallow- 
e'en was celebrated down to modern time- by the kindling 
of fires* accompanied withal I the usual ccfemonfo* designed In 
prevciU the banc fid tltilqcnce ef fairies arid witches ]i*:nh 
of young men perambulated the island by night, and at the 
door of every dwdlhi^dsoiise I hey iirnek up u Manx thyme, 
beginning 
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that i* to *ay, - This h HoUsinttdc Eve " For HoBratltk is 
live Manx way of exprcvdng the old English A/i kinllon^m 
tidt ( that i* a All Saints 1 Day, the first of November. Uu± ns 
the p.-nplc trcltofi thh fe-stava! according to the Old Style. 
Hnflantkk in the talc of Man is our twelfth nf November, 
The native Mans name for the day U Smtin or Ht*urttj w 
Potato^* pamups and fish. pounded up together and mixed 
with butter, formed the proper evening meal {mrvit?r) on 
Hidlowi:'cn in the isle of Malt. 1 Here, too. ai in Scotia nil 
forms of drrinntinu aft practiced by some people on thii 
important evening. For csample the housewife fills si 
thimble full of salt for each mem Ik. r of the family ansi each 
gnttst.; the comfenta pf the thimblefuls are: emptied mrt in ^ 
many neat little piles on a plate, ami left there over nlghL 
Ncst morning the piles are examined, and If Any of tlvciri 
list? fallen down, he or she whom it represent', will 4c 
within the year. Again, the women carefully sweep out tht 
ashea from under the fireplace and flatten them down neatly 
On the Open hearth. If they find next morning a footprint 
turned towards the door, it signifies a death in the family 
within the year; but if the footprint h turned in the 
opposite direction, it bodes * mtmngCL Again, divination 
by eavesdropping is practised hi the hie of Man in much 
the same way In ScuUantL You go out with your mouth 
full of water and your hand* full of wait and listen at a 
Tiet^hlxjiiris door, and I he firnt name you hear will be the 
name of your husband. Again, Manx tnaitls bandage their 
rye* and grope about the nxuo till they dip their hands in 
vessels full of clean or dirty water, and so on ■ and tram the 
thing they touch they draw corresponding otnen£ Hut 
some people In the Isle of Man observe these iuyuriC4 t nut 
on Hallowe'en or JMliUithte Eve, as they call it, which was 
the old Manx Sew Year's Eve. but on lhe modem New 
Year's Eve, that U, on the thlrty-fimt of Demoibcr. The 
change no doubt marks n trnn^iftiu from the andmt to the 
modern mode of dasing the beg; i titling of the year = 

fn Lancashire, also, somr traces of ths old Celtic cetehra- 
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lion of H-tIToivc'cii luivt: bccfl reported m modern limes, It r - i| H !*qwt*.i 
said that fire- arc Mill lighted in Lancashire, on Hailm'.e'eit, 
under tlit: name of Belt a ins or Tl-uu la* ; and even auth Ej™ 
cakes as Lbe Jews are said tf> have made m hbmmr of the i n _ 
Queen of Heaven,. are yei to be foffnd at this season 
amongst the inhabitants of the banks of lire Ribble. < • - 
tlotli the fires ;md ihe cakes, however, arc now connected 
with superstitious Ficjiians respecting Purgatory, ett hS On 
Uailowe'erc too 3 the Lancashire maiden * strews the ute* 
which ate to lake the form of one or more letted of her 
Invert name : she throws hemp-seed over her shoulder *nd 
tfmjdly glances to see who fhllmvj her* 1 Again, witches 
hi Lancashire uttd to gather on Hallowe'en nt tlwr Malkin 
Tower, a ruined and dcrotatc farm-houre in the forest of 
Pen die. They assembled for no good purpose ; hut you 

could keep the infernal tout at bay by carrying a lighted 
on dir about the fells from eleven to twelve o’clock at iWwi^ 
night The witches tried to blow out the candle, and 
If°lhcy succeeded, so much the worse for you ; hut if the 
flame burned steadily till the clocks had struck midnight, 
you were safe. Seme people performed the ceremony 
by deputy ; and parties went about from house to house in 
the evening collecting caudle?, one for each intnate. and 
offering their services to fate or bet the wiiehe*. as the 
phrase ran, Thi* custom was practised at Longridge Pelt 
ill the early part of the nineteenth century.* In P'»itth» 
Northumberland on Halloween omens of marriage were 
drawn from nuts thrown into the lire; and the sports of 
ducking for apples and biting ai a revolving apple and 
lighted candle were also practiced on that evening. 1 The IWta^w 
equivalent ,«T the Hallowe'en bonfires is reported also from huiA 
France* We arc told that In the department of Dttrtc- 


i lu \m VWM 4 IhI T. t\ Wain* 
^ fr£M PPf {liMekmz*** 

4iit I l^k-n* tMi}, pp> J If. 

I f Harliirl *Jftd T T, Wilkin, 
tf* lit* p+ U* 

* Annie in \TOS*H| tlinirV 

Vmt [trcffiDt d wd 

Jnfmrtri, mlt ufatin frfliu 

damil j\m w iSirjii K. T. ItaapoH' 


AJWifj ^nfi {Lon Jen, 

Ikiij. L 365; T- V- ThlxJltJii, L'Tf 4 

i'lfmitif Cuft^m r* j. [4H11 klfk, 

1 £prarr /-f/l-.H ^ l*» HpV^fJi- 
»H<jCI 3 Li Ilf \L C Btl&Ur 
fl^ntW, Cun pan W* 

HrfHiFfifNt, AWfcf ™ /W 4 > 4 *t 

Ml A'^ifrn 1 / Jk'ft/idffJ 

Utahan, ipp. ^ 


A MiiL 

ttiaha 
Ih-UhrtJ 
tit trrt 


CMtnuai 
iJw *iiB- 

UE'J.i.UUPl 

c4 in flirt 

h fxtfrcc 

ul 

til* «*& 


T/fM FJJt&>FESTi VA£$ OB £ (.‘HOVi- cuan 

Si-vres, which forms part of the old province of Dofrou, 
yi ting jx;ojt!:i ovtl- to ml, 1 ! 1 - in the fields mi All > .lint .s' 

Da y ft lie fir it of S i ov ml «-r' .111 d k i i m Uc .real fires o f font*, 
thorns, leaves, and Hubble, at which they- roasted chestnuts. 
They al*. danced round the firta ami Indulged in noisy 
past i me*. 1 

§ J, The Msihvimtr Fires 

If the heathen of ancient Europe cek bratrd, as we hnvo 
good reason to believe, the season of Midsummer with a 
great festival of fire, uf which the traces have survived in 
many places down to oar own time, il is natural 1.0 suppose 
that they should have observed with .itniiar rites the cor¬ 
responding sc Alto n of Midwinter; for Midsummer and Mid¬ 
winter, or, in more technical language, the summer solstice 
and the winter sobtice, are the two great turning-points in 
Die mnV apparent course through the sky, ami from the 
standpoint of primitive man nothing might seem inure 
appropriate than to kindle fii& on earth at the two momenta 
when the fire and heat of live great luminary In heaven 
begin to wane or to wak, lit tills- way the savage philo¬ 
sopher, ts^ who*? medhatfona nn the nature of things we owe 
many aneiViit ctuttemu and ceremonies might easily imagine 
that he helped the labouring -tin io relight HU dying lamp, 
or at all events to bhov up the flame into a brighter blare. 
Certain it i» that the winter solstice, which the iincicms 
etvnncnitsly assigned ti> the twenty-fifth of December, was 
celebraled in antiquity as the Birthday of the Stitt, and thill 
festal lights nr fires were kindled on this joyful ©contain 
Our ChrtftmAv festival is nnihtng but a continuation under a 
tihristian name of thi- old solar lYvtlvity; for the ecclesi¬ 
astical authorities saw fit, about the end of the third nr llwr 
beginning of the fourth century, arbitrarily to transfer the 
nativity of Christ from the sixth of January to the twenty- 
fifth of December, for the purpose of diverting io their l.ofil 
the worship which the heathen had hitherto paid on that 
day to Die sun. r 

* iuron ltorfwn,in Mfmmn * the tflrtrSC* fot lb* »ol*r origin 
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In mcfd-tm Christendom the ancient 61^festival ol the rLn \\\x. 
w inter solstice appear* to survive, or to have survived down lJuf 
to recent yearn, in Hie old £U r 4om uf the Yule log, clog, di 
blocks as it was variously called In EngUwi 1 Thai custom 
was widespread in Europe, but to have faumlwd 

especially in England, France, and among the Sooth Slava ; bonfire, 
at least the fullest Accounts of the custom conic Imtn 
these quartern That the Yule log was only the winter 
counterpart of the Midsummer boufitt, kindled withindoors 
instead of in the open air on sictotmC of tile cold anti 
Inclement weather of the season* was Minted out b j ug 
ago by our English antiquary John Brand ^ 1 and the view 
is supported by the many quaint stlperslJlIoni Caching m 
the Ynte log, wperslitirm'i which hive no apparent con¬ 
nexion with Christianity hut carry Hicir heathen origin 
pJaimy <stpmpcd ujion them. But white the two ^ilntiliat 
cdchraiinrrs were both festivals oi ftre+ tin? necessity or 
desirability of holding the winter celebration within doors 
lent it the character of a private or domestic festivity ¥ which 
contrasts strongly with the publicity of the celebra¬ 
tion, at which the people gathered on open *jwe »<r 

conspicuous height. kindled a huge bonfire in common, and 
danced and mad* merry round si together* 

Among the Germans the custom of the Yute log in 
known to have been observed in the eleventh century J for (Wian* 
in the year 1 fl 84 the pariah priest of Aislen t hi Miifulcrluml; 

Hpoke of "bringing a tree 10 kindle the festal fire a 1 die 
Loni^ Nalfvlty“ 3 Down id abnut the middle qf the nine¬ 
teenth century the old rite was kept up In some part? of 
central Germany* as we learn from cm account of it given by 
h con temporary writer. After merit toning the custom of 
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feeding the cae Lie and shutting the fruiMrees on Christmas 
tifglit, to mike them bear fruit. he goes on as follows; 
M Other customs pointing back to she fnr-olT limes of 
hoilhrmdrsm ir.ny still l#e met with amon^ ills old-fashioned 
pccuam* of Use mountain regions. Such is ill the vnllcys of 
tins S leg and Lfthd the praclice ot laying a new log as a 
foundation of the hearth. A heavy block nf oak-wwd, 
generally a stump grubbed up from the ground, is lilted 
d liter hi to the floor of the- hearth, or into a niche made for 
the purpose [n the wall uiidi'i' the hook on which the kettle 
hang*. When the fire on iUr health gfowa t tins block of 
wood Ujo, but it i* so placed Hurt It is 1 hardly reduced 

tu Julies within a year. When the new found jitToo is kill, 
the remains of the old block me car chilly taken out, ground 
to powder, And strewed over the fields during the ( weke 
Nighta. Tins* so people fancied, promote the ImKfuhifcjs 
of tile year* c*op)L lH 1 In some part* of the EifeJ Mountain*, 
to the west trf CoMl-iiIz, u log of wood called the Ckristfirand 
used to be pUecd on die hearth on Christmas Eve ; ami ilic 
charred remain* of it on Twelfth Night were pul in the tom* 
bin to keep the mice from (favouring tbe cijitl 2 At Webittt- 
hauscti and CJIricsIuuseri* in Westphalia, the practice vl.l* ia 
withdraw Eh- Yu hr to* i ChrUtbr\inJ\ from tl: * foe so 100 n a* 
jt was slightly charred; it was then kept carefully Eo be 
replaced on the fire whenever a thunderstorm broke, Ijccau^c 
the people believed then lightning would not strike a house 
in which the Yule Su;,; mm ysnoalikring/ In some village* 
near Berictiiarg in Westphalia the old custom was to tir up 
the Yule tog m the lust jhraf cut at barvestp 4 On ChmimAs 
Eve the pwMiitry of the Qbertand, in Mdmngeri> a province 
of Cental) GermAn) 1 * used to put n great block of wood 
called die Chrhikfott cm the fire before they went to bed; it 
should bum all night, and the charred remains were believed 
to ftimrd die liou^c for the whole year against the risk of 
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fire, burglary, and atlur mhibitonfisJ 1 Thr Yule log seem* Ttp vmi 
be kiniwpi only m lln: French—poking parts gt" Sulizcr 
iand B Vi'tiure ft gtei by lhe usinif Fr tflch ■i-ime of />AA/ */* 1 nit 
;VWA In the jura mountains of ihc cimton of Hem, while 
the k.r i •• burning on the hearth the people sing a bitting 
over it follows :— 


jMu/ OiV jpfcarf ™&r 

3 />r/ # K Vw/rf rjfi//*fnrrt 

Ami f&r tA&jt iamh / 

IJW/r /-.FW/ir j^Ffr" 
dfra<rf /Af Jrw/ fl 


The embers or the Yule log weft kept carefully, for they 
were U: Ik- vet I hi be :l pro lection agiiihst lightning 

"The Christina* firrs, which were formerly tit every where The Vuk 
hi the Lon Countries, have fallen Into dtausu But its I5 
FUnder* a great log of wood* called the Jk/rsiredtodlrL'k and 
tmtmlLy cut from the roots of ft fir or a hecdi* Is still put on 
th tt fire ; all the lights In tl u: bnu-v are extinguished, and 
the whole family gathers round rhu log to spend part of the 
ntghE in lEtigingp In Idling stories, specially about -hosts, 
wcrowolvus, m& so on, and uJsO in drinking gin. At 
Graft meant ami ha the neighbourhood of that town, where Hie 
Yiik log is called AVwir iitovt, tl S* cu^lomary to set fire u* 
the remaji Uit of tl- gin at the moment when the log 1 s 
reduced [u adu A. Elsewhere a piece of the log is kept and 
put under the bed to protect the hou-c again*! thunder and 
lightning. The charcoal of the log which burned during 
Gfarblmsi Ki% ht p if pounded up arid mixed with water, is a 
cure fur consumption, In Ehe country of Limburg the log 
bums sewtttl nights, and the pounded charcoal h kept as 
a preventive {so tin;y ^y), of toothache N B 

in several province* of France, ami particularly in £>- Vkr1a 
Provence, the eubtom of the Yule log or it was j^pL, 

called in many places. was long rd^-ervot A French 
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writer of the seventeenth century tens us that on Chrntma* 
Eve the log was prepared* and when the whole family had 
.L-embfvl hi the kitchen or parlour of the house, they went 
mid brought it in. raUdbg hi process ion and singing 
PfO.etvpl vl‘ rises to the follow hi y effect :— 

"Lit fhr :bjf rifjmnr, 
r^/nvmN? *r ^ *% ^ ^nwif; 

/#f otf fa*f*n *r 

Z/Y /Jr ww* rAriVrrw / 

Z/f Ab jArjwtf Mdi* 

Ltf ih* *wmt jV.-V> 

Zrf tiforr ^ iwwri wAnr/ 
v A nd f A* vutJUtf *f 


Then the log was biased by the smallest and youngest 
child of the house* who poured a gjjjfESft of wine over it 
living, /w ft*iris, etc.; after which the tog w.v- set nn 

the fire The charcoal of the burnt wood W 4 S kept the 
whale year* and used as an Ingredient in fcventl TCmcdiE$. 1 

Amongst the superstitions denounced by the ™e 
writer ta ^ the belief that a log called the trgfvfr or 
Christmas brand, which you put on the tine for the firat lime 
on Cl trial mas Eve and continue to put on the fire fbtf 
a little while every day tUI Twelfth Night, can, if kept 
under the bed, protect the house Tor a whole year from 
fiic and thunder; that it can prevent the inmates from 
having chilblain ! on their heels m winter; that it can 
cure the cattle of many fn,tkd[er* ; that if a piece of it 
be steeped ki the water which cows drink it helps them 
to caU-e ; and lastly thui if Live fishes of ffie log be strewn 
tin the fields U can save the wheal from mildew/'' 

in Marseille* the Yule log used to be a great block of 
^ab, which went by ilie name of mlmdmu or mUg**m s it 
was sprinkled with wine and oil. and the head of the house 
kimlted it himself. 1 *The Yule log plays .i prat part at the 
festival of the winter .ttiLsilce in PmgonL The countryman 
thinks that ji Is be*t made of plum-tree, eherryi or m k, and 


1 j n ThW*. ^ 

frtfrrfu 1 (frrifc 1741], L f/, j 
fewtaf Conct* fn* m 

IhTs, 1667), ^ 3 && tf 
* j- IL TMt^ <£a 


OWMlvn*, 1^7^- r* J J J- 

1 Attain Ujur* llillm, %***. 
i* iuj j/iA ^ - e ™y* 

l-1#11)» hi 3J*> *#. TJ« 
iiie 1'." Llui UeJ **41 taSIfiil 


tmf miimm'E# fires 


fr 


*5' 


that the latter it Is the belief. If it burti* well* M is a 
mricfi, the bJcfiafalg pf heaven reita upon it. Hie tlwiGOal VWits* 
ind bsKj% whir h collected very caMbUy. uf* excellent 

for healing swollen glands ; -he part uf the trunk which hju vl '^*' : ;^ 
not been burnt in tin- fire fs us*;d by ploughmen to make the c.^lnt iojj 
wedge {tteriw nu c&u ) for their plough, because they allege that 
it causes the seeds to thrive better; and the women keep piece* 
of it till Twelfth Night for the sake of their chicken^ Never 
thetas if you dt down on the fog, you become subject to 
boils, and tu cure yourself of them you mUif pars nine times 
under a bramble brand? which happens to be rooted In She 
ground at both ends. The charcoal heals sherp of & rH-^ a-r 
called the gvumon \ and the ashes, carefully wrapt up in 
white iiiieri, preserve the whole mmschtdd from accidenti. 

Some people think that they will have as many chicken l a? 
there are spark* that Hy nut of the brands of the log when 
they shake them ; and others place Ibc extinct brands under 
she bed to drive away vermin, in Vienne, on Christmas 
Eve. when supper a over* the master of the house has a 
E^reat log—the Christen ju brand—brought ln r and then, 
surrounded by alt the spectators gathered in profound 
silence; lie sprinkles salt and water rat the log* It is then 
put on the fire to burn during the three festivals ; but they 
careful fy preserve a piece to be kindled every time that it 
thunders* 1 Iti Retry, a district of Central France, the Yule Tt» Vui* 
log was called the tfar/f r/e \\m. die lant word being an ^ 
abbreviation of Lhc usual French word for Christmas (Noel), 
it consisted of an enormous tree-trunk, so heavy that the 
united strength uf several men wa* needed m carry it in 
and place it on the health, where it served io feed the fire 
during the three daya of the Chmtmas festivity. Strictly 
speaking, it should be the trunk of an old oak-irce which 
Ti.n l never betm lopped and had Ijccu fctftd al midnight- It 
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WJM placed 1*1 the hearth it Lhe moment when the tinkle of 
the licit jinn-junced ike elevation of the host at the midnight 
mass; and!lit head of the Euully, nflur sprinkling it with 
Indy water. ret it on fin The remains of the !&:; were 
preserved till the name day next year. They were kept 
under the belt of the iJIMW* of the hatut ; and whenever 
thunder was heard. one of the family would take a piece of 
the lop and throw it on the fire, which was believed to guard 
the family against light(ling. In the Middle Age», we are 
told, .cvcral nefs were granted on condition that ilic vassal 
should bring in person a Yule log every year for the bcarlh 
of bis liege lord 1 

Similar customs and bcllds survive'.! till recent years in 
s-nuie of the remote country villages of the pie Hires, jue 
district known as the linage of Ni-rinjindy. There It w.^ 
the grandfather or other oldest man of the family who 
chose the Yule log in good time and hail it ready for 
C'u'idmns Eve. Thun he placed it oil the hearth fit die 
moment whc:i the church bdl began to ring for the even¬ 
ing service. Kneeling reverently at the hearth with the 
members of hi* funnly in a like altitude of deuiuimt, the 
old mail recited three Pa&tr Nosier) and three Avis, and 
invoked the bjessinp of heaven on ilic log and oti the 
cottage. Then at the sound of the bdl which proclaimed 
the sacrament of I he mass, or. if ihc church was too far 
off to allow the tinkle of the bdl to be heard, at the 
moment when they judged that the priest urns elevating 
the host before the high altar, the patriarch sprinkled the 
burning log with holy water, blessed it in Ilic name of 
tlte Fattier and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost, and 
drew It out of the fire. The chaired lug was then care¬ 
fully kiy: fill the following Christmas as a precious idle 
which would guard the bouse against the levin bolt, evil 
spirit*, sorcerers. arid every misfortune dial might befall 
in the course of the year.* In the department of Omt 
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4 the Yulcrdog is dulled {rffcntt ; hoi y w + »Ut is pruned on 
ft; it -should last the SLHe c-c d \yz of Ltift festival And the 
remain* of ii ate Ic-cpt to Ik: put on tin Eire vvbcti it LfiumfersL 
Tins bar-iuJ ft a protection bertli against thunder and against 
sorcerers. 1 ' 1 In Upper Ibitiany, also, Uic Yule log is thought 
to be * H^rqruard against thunder and lightning- It is 
sprinkled with holy water on Christmas mom jug and allowed 
tp burn till evening. If a piece of ft ft thwwii Into the 
well, it will ensure a supply of good water* 

H In almost all the families of the Ardennes.* we urc Tf* i^r 
fold» " at the present day they n&m Dpi) to pul the Yu' 
log on the fireplace. but formerly It was the object of a 
rupervtftJoua worship which ft now obsolete The ctuitrcd 
remains of is, placed under the pillow or under die house, 
preserved the house from stOimi, and Ufore it was burned 
the Virgin used to come and fill on il, invisible, swaddling 
the Infant |«5us At Nbuaon, twenty yeftn ages she 
Traditional log was brought into the kitchen on Cbrntmos 
Lve, and she gfandmother, with a sprig of base in her hand, 
sprinkled ihe log with Judy water as soon as the Clock 
struck tile first stroke of midnight A* she did so ihc 
chanted, 

■ ff *Ax« CArnimiTf r-i-'wr, 

£trry bju tAi'Ufd 

/’at // /j ^ AVn/ finttnu// 

Following the grandmother and Joining in the The 

children and the rest of She family marched thrift round 
the loff, which was as fine a l^g in could be gol HB W c 
can now* perhaps, irjnltmand why in S^erfguritl people 
who sat on th? Vide log suffered from balls, 4 and why in 
Lorraine young folks used to be warned shat if they *aE 
on it they won Id have the ’tcab- 1 The reason probably 
was that the Virgin and child were supposed so he ^ated* 
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invhfblc, upon the lug and e. ■ ivwm the indignity ul ton tact 
with mortal children* 

On Christmas Jive lhe mountaineers of Knpl, in tlse 
Votge^ plus f^ver fail to pm on the h^nh ihe Isttgctf 
log which the hearth can bold; they call it ^rfwfht 
«fr JW«I thAt ^ the VWj! Jog- Next fturnitig they r*kc 
the sahcji for any charred fragments and keep them as 
valuable udtsmans to guitrd them against ihe stroke uf 
lightning* At Vague?)- anti other phures near it it's she 
Vosges it used tn be customary on the -.nn-.e evening lo 
grease the fungea nnd the latches of the door^ p (hut no 
hfti'Kh grating any ml should break the jiUi misers of the 
infant Christ In the Vosges Mountains, too* a* indeed 
1:1 many oilier place;;, cattle acquired the gift of speech on 
Christmas Eve and conversed with each oTher in the 
language of Christiana Their conversation was, indeed, 
most iimructh'tt; for the future, it sterna, hud no secret 
worth mentioning for them. Yet few people cared to he 
caught eavesdropping at the byre; wise folk contented 
themselves wills selling a good store of fodder in the 
manger, then shut the door, and left Use animats to their 
rtjminaJ tom, A farmer of Vocoux once hid m a corner of 
the byre to overhear the edifying talk nf the beasts Hul 
It did tiim iiltle good; for due t>x laid to another ox* 
41 What shill we do to morrow?" And the other replied* 
11 We duill carry our nujlcr to the churchyard" Sure 
enough the farmer died that very plight and was buried 
next morning^ 1» Fwiehv*Coml£ fc the pmvittec of France 
to the west of tlie- Jura mountalni* if the Vnk log is :c,il3y 
to protect n bruise against thunder and Efgbkiin^ it Is 
L^vcntial that it should hum during the mid night inftss* spsd 
that the flame should nut ftd out Wfere the iffvlnc service U 
CoTiditikft < Jthcrwjw the log is quite liiietrv* for ihe 
{Httpovr. 1 In Hurgundy the lug which is placed «n the 
fire qn Christina* Eve K called the While It it 

burn mg, the fivthtsr of the family, assisted by his wife and 
children, dugs Christmas camb ; and when he hivs finished. 

1 I. F Surf, /j Af/J.W 4* * Chutci Bcriu^nirr. J»i« -*■ 
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he t&f the amnllcs! children let go into a earner of the 
room unit pray God th.it the log m^y give them -. vet ties, 

The prayer is invariably answered “ 

in England the customs trad beliefs concerning the Ttw Vut. 
Yule- l<i£, dog, or block, as it was variously called, u^d *^' r 
lt> be similar. On the night of Christmas live, says the tan iv ; n 
antiquary John Brand, “our ancestors were wont to light 
up cardies of an uncommon sire, called Christmas Candles, 
and lay a log of wood upon I lie fire, catted a Yule-clog or 
Clnisliiias-hlock, in illuminate the liou-e, and, ns It were, to 
turn night into day. This custom is, in sgmc measure, still 
kept up irt the North of England, In the buttery of St, 

John's College, Os ford an undent candle-socket of stone still 
remain* ornamented with the figure of the Holy Lamb I t 
was formerly used to hunt the Christina* Candle In, on 
the high table 41 supper, during die twelve nights of that 
festival." * ** A tall mould candle, wiled n Yuk caudle, 

is lighted and set on tile table; these candles arc presented 
by the chandlers and grocers to their customers. The 
Yule-log Is bought of the earj.ienters 1 lad a It would 1« 
unlucky to light either of them before the time, or to stir 
the fire or candle during the supper; the candle must not 
Ijc snuffed, neither must any one stir from the tabic till 
supper is ended In these suppers it is considered unlucky 
to have at> odd number at fable. A fragment of the log is 
occasionally saved, and put under a lied, to remain till neat 
Christ mat): It securer the house from fire: a small piece of 
it thrown Into a fire occurring at the house of a neighbour, 
will the: raging flame. A piece of the candle should 
likewise be kept to ensure good luck." 1 In the seventeenth 
century, a* we learn from some verses of Merrick. Ifie 
English custom wa* to light the Yule log with a Fragment 
of it* predator, which had been k< pt throughout the year 
for the ptirj-? c; where It m so kept, ihe fiend could do no 
mischief* Indeed the practice of preserving a piece of the 
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Y«lfr.lt»g of one year to light til at oi the nest was observed 
by at least one family at Cheadie in StuifoidBfalre down to 
the latter part af tin- nineteenth century, 1 
iiir VsW tn llic North of England farro-arrvaiits used to lay try & 
** large knotty bloc k of woo ! for tin; 1 lui'tma? fee. and so Ion;.: 
•j kiteunit OA the block lasted they wen' emit led by custom to ale at their 
meals. Tine log was as large u> the hearth could hold, 1 
At Bel ford, m Northumberland, "the lord of the manor 
sends round to every liuitse, tin the afternoon of Christmas 
Eve, the Yule Logs—four or five large log-—to t>e burnt 
on Christmas Eve and Day. 'ITiii old custom has always, 
Tiii* vuir I am told, been kept up here." 1 The custom of burning 
,hc Yule Ul % ^ hfi3tTTia - ,lwl 10 he observed in Wenslcy- 
ddc and other parts of Yorkshire, and prudent housewives 
rare fully preserved pieces of the lo£ throughout the year. 
At Whitby the portions so kept were stowed away under 
the bed till next Christinas, when they were bumf with the 
new tog; in the interval they were believed to protect the 
house from conflagration, and if one of them were thrown 
into the fire, it would quell a raging storm.’ The practice 
mid the belief were simitar at Kiley on the coast of York' 
shire, where besides the Yule leg n tall Yule candle was lit 
0 :t the same evening- 1 In the W.'st Riding, while the log 
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bki*cj dtf^rfully, l he pcMfitc quaffed their nJr mul ismg a 
H Yulel VtdcJ a fiack uf new earth and a ChKstnias 
itotiir s At Clce, Eif Unco! mdi Etc, M when Chnstma** Eve nw y»\* 
has come tlie? Yule take h duly ..ui \nd the Yule log Ml, p J 
and! I know of hhm even hauw^a where the tlUt "" 

new fog must Always rnt iipnti and be lighted by the 
old one, ,1 small [portion of which has been carefully stored 
away to pf&tcrve 4 continuity of light at:d hi?^i 1 At the r^v^k 

tfllige Wootton Waiven hv Warwickshire, down to 1759 

at hvau, Ihe Y ule* block p as it w*i called, was drawn into the -i" 1 *- 
house by a her*e on Chroma* live ,fc iu a foundation for the Jj^" 1 
fire on Christmas Day* and acnmiiitg to the sujKTftfkfon uf ^ ‘ 
those tiling for lltrr Iwdve days following, a* the said block was 
MCjl to be entirely mined to ashes till that time had passed 
by/' 1 A1 late ^ 1 ft30* or iliereaboEit, the scene of lighting the 
lienrtfofire on CJirlstmaj Kvc, to continue burning through¬ 
out the CirriumaJi season* might have been witnessed in ihc 
itccludcd and beam Ifni hill 'country of West Shiopahirc, 
from ChiTbtiiy and Worthed to Pnlverbatch rind Forttatairy. 

The Christmas brand or brand, as they called iE t was a 
great trunk of seasoned oak, holly„ yew, or emthtree, drawn 
b> horse-* to thr brm-hmjsc door and th^rt?,£ rolled by 
meat is of rollers and Severs to the buck of the wide open 
hearth, where I he fire was made up in front nt jt '1 he 
embers were raked up to it every night, and it was carefully 
tended* that it might not go out during the whole Christmas 
season. All those days no light might be struck* given, or 
borrowed. Such was the custom at Worth*n in the early 
pAti of the nineteenth century/ In Here ford shim the 
OnMinsi feast 44 lasted for twelve day** and no work was 
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(June. All houses were-, and air new. slecutaled with sprig* 
of holly and ivy, which mwsi not be brought in until 
Ottfetmaa Eva A Yuk? ing, As larypr m the open heart h 
could accommodate, was hrought into the kitchen of each 
farmhouse, and smaller piles were used in the cottages. 

__ p,_uaii] he had seen a tree drawn into the 

kite lien at Kings to sic Grange yon ago by two cart horses ; 
when it Imd bee si consumed a small ponton was carefully 
kept to be used for lighting next year's log * Mother 
always ke;jl it very carefully; she said St was lucky, and 
kept the house From fire and from lightning.' it seems to 
have l»!isi the general practice to light it on Christmas 
T^Vni. Evr." 1 In iiuiiy pans of Wales It i Hill custqanwy to 
\vJ!^ ktcj’ part of the Yule-log until the following Christmas Eve 
■for luck; Jt is ilieji put Into the fireplace and burnt, but 
before it Is consumed the new log is put on, and thus ' the 
old fits and til-' new ’ bum together In wme families this 
is done (nun tWee of hnliir, :md they cannot now tell why 
they doll: but in the past the observance of this custom 
W7i - to keep wit dies away, and dnubtlsss tvaa a survival of 
fins- worship," * 

Th. Viii> Hut twvherc, apparently, fn Europe is the old heathen 
ritual of the Yule log preserved to the present day more per- 
rii*™Bih e fectly than in Servia- At early dawn nn t Isristtnas \Zvc(£-J*btji 
<if Ui» nk Data) every peasant bottJ* sends two or its strongest your® 
['nu’Tbtc men in Ihr nearest forest to cut down « ynuilg <utk tree and 
v«--‘ ; bring ft home. There, after offering up is short prayer or 
creasing themselves thrice, they threw a handful of wheat 
on the chosen oak and greet it with the word*, “ Happy 
Budnyi day to you!" Then they cut it down, taking Care 
that it shall fall towards the eswt «l the mnment when ihc 
sun's orb appear.- over the rim of the eastern hunion* 
Should the tree fall towards the west. It would hr the worst 

possible omen for the house and its .uitcs in She ctioiing 

year; and ft Is also an evil omen if the tree should tw 
caught arid stopped in its fall by another tree. It t* im- 
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port ant to keep and entry home the first chip from the 
fallen oak. The trank h wivil into two or three 1 c^s, one 
of them rather longer than the others. A flat, uni ravened 
cube -if the pundit wkeatvu flour is brought out of the hmw 
and broken utt the larger nf the Jog* by ft wojnatv Tlie 
log* life left for I he present 10 stand ‘ Lj^ide, leaning on one 
of the wall* of the home, Each of ikem i* called a Yule 
log (frrtJttptJr), 

Meanwhile the children and young people go from home 
to house singing ipcd&L song> called Cdhtfrt because of an 
old pagan divinity Colled*,, who fa invoked Jn every line. 
In one- of them *hc k spoken of a* ,r a beautiful little maid 1 , 
In another she h implored U> make the cOW> yield milk 
abundantly. The day ta spent ill busy preparation* The 
women bake little calces; of a special wri in ihc ahftfVr of 
Limbs,pig*, and chickens; the men make ready n pig for 
routing! for m every Servian house roast pig b the principal 
dish at OmStirtUs A bundle of straw, lied with a rope* ia 
brought into the courtyard and left to JUnd there near ihe 
Yule logs. 

At thu inoinciil when the sun h netting all the number* 
of the family assemble in ihc central hall (the great family 
kitchen i of the principal house. The mother of the family 
(ur ific wife of the chief of the UEndrooga) 1 gives ft parr of 
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nmk rantllwf er ll-r limAr. He it rht 
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wcmlicn gloves to one of tiie young tn<m. ™t 

presently retoms OSirjihg »» hi* G !ovtv;i hiinJs lt|e * a JS*’* 
0 f the logs, The mother receives him at the threshold, 
throwing at him a handful of wheat. in which the 
first chip of the oak tree cut in the early morning tor the 
Vote log has been kept all day. Entering the cetitr.il hall 
with the Yule fog the young man greets ill present with the 
words : * Good evening, and may you have a happy Chris*- 
inas I * and ther all answer In chorus " May God and the 
bitppy and holy Christmas hdp thee!" In some parts of 
Sends the chief of the family, hddln.; a gl«* 
in hh hand, greets the Yule log as if it were a living pern* 
and drinks to its health- After that, another glass of red 
ivine is poured on the log. Then the oldest malt* member 
of the family, assisted by the young man who brought In 
llie log, places it on the burning fit* so that tj|e thicker etui 
of the log protrudes for about a foot from the hearth. In 
some places this end is smeared with honey, 

NcJiL the mother of the family brings In the bundle flf 
straw 1 which was left standing outside. Alt tin* young 
diildien arrange themselves behind her in n row* She then 
walks sbwly round the hall and thr adjoining rooms, throw¬ 
ing lumdfuU of straw «n the floor and imitating the cackling 
of a lien, while aJl liir children follow her peeping with their 
lips as if they were chickens cheeping and waddling after the 
mother bird. When the floor Is well strewn with straw, the 
father or the eldest member of the family throws n few walnuts 
in every corner of the hall, pronouncing the wards: “ I" the 
name of God the Father, and the Son. and the Holy -ho*. 
Amen!" A large pot, or a small wooden box t filled with 
wltCnl t* placed high in the cast corner of the lull, ami a tall 
candle nf yellow wax is stuck In the middle of tlic wheat. 
Then the father of tile family reverently lights the candle 
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jind pttiky* God to Mm the family with health and happiness, 
the fields witti ii good harvest, the beehives with plenty of 
honey, the ealt^c mid Alice p wflll young* Aijd the cows with 
nbumSani milk and rich cream. After that they all sit tioivn 
to Liup|>er., squatting on the floor, for the use of chairi and 
table* K forbidden on this occasion. 

13 y four o'clock next morning Day] (he whole 

Village Is astir fc Indeed most people do not nfcup at all that 
nlylit. It Is deemed rt]t tnjjjtirtant to keep the Yule Ing 
burning brightly all night long. Very early, too, the pig is- Ti*nj«d 
Uid on the fire to rou>t, and ai the same moment one of the 5 
far nil y goes duI ht|o Hie yard arid fires a pistol or gun : and 
when the roast pi;; is removed from the fire lire shot Is 
repealed, Hence foi <cvcrml hours in 1 he early morning of 
Qtfffctnms Day such a pr. pping and bunging of firearms goes 
on that i stranger might think a stubborn skirmish was in 
progress Ju»t before the sun rises a girl goes and draws it* do** 
water at ill* village spring of at the brook* Before she fills ' m , r llNt 
hcT ve^d* B she wishes the water □ happy Christmas and 
throw- ii handful of wheal Inin it The first cupfuls of water 
she brings inline are used to bake a special Christmas cuke 
(rf/fiNifta)* v f which all the members p^nukc at dinner, and 
portions are kept for absent relatives, A ; -mail silver coin 
is baked in the cuke, iind he or she who gels it will be lucky 
during the year* 

All rhe family gathered round the blaming YtiEc log now 
anxiously espeeE the arrival of the special Christmas visiter, ¥ V^ 11 1 
who beaii the title of f&Uzmk He i> UituilEy a young boy 
tif ;l friendly family, N : u other person, noi even the priest 
nr the may nr of the village, wuuld be allowed io ici foot in 
the house before the arrival of this important personage. 
Tbanefnrr lie ought to com*, ami generally doe* eomc h very 
curly in the morning- He curries 4 woollen glove full of 
wheat, ami when (he door U opened at hi* knock throw* 
handfuls of wlui.it on ihc family gallicml round the hearth* 
greeting them with the wqrd% M l + hrUl i* bom l* 1 Tlwy ull 
answer, * He is born indeed/' and the lioness flings*hand¬ 
ful cpf wheat over the khridina* fisher* who moreover casts 
some of his wheat into the cnirntts uf the hall as well a* 
upon the people. I hen he walks straight to the hearth, 
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talcci a uIiove I amt strike* the burning Ing so that a cloud 
of spa&i rtii:5 up ibe chimney* while lie say V May you 
have [Ms year so many oskm, so m»ny hor>e- t so many 
sheep, *o many pigi, *0 many beehives full of honey, 
much good lnek* prosperity* progress, mid happiness I” 
Having ottered these good wishes, he e mb races and kisses 
his boat Then he turns again to the hearth, and after 
crossing himafclf falls oil his Isnces and kisses the pfojcelilig 
juirt of the YuJe Jog, On rising to his feel lie places a coin 
on iht log as his gift Meanwhile a I aw wooden chair has 
been brought in by a writnon, atid the visitor fa led to it to 
lake hta c it. But ; uv. as he fa about to «!■:, so, Use chair is 
jerked away frutn under him by a mole member nf the 
family anil he measure hr- length on the Boor By this 
full he is supposed lo fix into the ground ail the good 
wishes which he has uttered lhai morning. The hostess 
(hereupon wraps him in a thick blanket, and hr sits quietly 
muffed In It for a few mimics; the thick blanket In which 
he is swathed is believed, on the principles of homoeopathic 
magic; to ensure that the cows will give thick cream the 
next year. While he aits (hits enriching the milk of the 
dairy* the lads who arc to herd the *hetp in the coming year 
gu to the hearth and kneeling down before it kirs each 
other scro^ the projecting end of the Yule log. Hy this 
demou^snatfon of affection they ate thought to seal the 
Iovf of the ewes for their lambs. 1 

The ritual of the Yule log Is observed in a similar 
form by the Servians who inhabit the southern provinces 
of Austria* Thu* in Symla* * district of Slavonia which 
borders on Servia* the head of the house send? out 
one or two young men on Christmas live to cut the 
Yule fog in the nearest forest Oh being brought in* the 
fog i* not mixed wtsh the ordinary fuel hut placed by 
itself, generally leaning against a fruit-tree till the evening 
shadows begin to laJL When a man carrier it Into the 
kitchen and lays it on the fife, the master of the hoii-c 
throws corn over him, and the two greet each other solemnly* 
Ibc om saying, H On-hit Is boro/ 1 and the othtr aitfwefu^ 
M ilc is born Indeed/ 1 Later in the evening the roaster oi 
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th'“ Hou^c pnurc a gl&s-^ mI ulriC on the charred end 'of the 
Urg, wh*TCH|.Htfi one uf the younger im-n lake* the Limit 
piece of wmd, cattle* it Lu the orchard* and sets it up 
agalml one of ihe fct=a_ J*or iliis service he re- 

raided the master of tile lumv; with a pin c of money. 

On Chmimas Day, when I lie family is assembled at table* 
they expect the arrival of the special Christmas visit cr 
{called firfastMik^ the only perpm who is allowed to enter 
the hum* that day. Whim he come* lie goes tu Ar hearth, 

Mirs the fire wilh the poker and wy*. * Christ is bora. 

May the family enjoy all good luck and happiness in ihia 
year I May the cattle lucres^ in ntirnbei hlte the sparks 
I have struck I M A* he says theft words, the ml*U ess of 
lltir house |.uurs corn over him and lead* him to the parlour, 
where lie lakes tile place of honour beside the umstcr of tile 
hottft- He b treated with marked attention and respect 
Thc family are al pains to entertain hint; they slug their 
beat *on»£± for lib amUfcimiefit, and after midnight a timneruujs 
band of men and maiden* courts him by torchlight. with 
scmgTi and juhihitifjfu to hiv own house 1 

A mem [i the Servian* of Dalmatia, Hmtegoriui, And t>a 
Montenegro it i* Cttitamiiry cm Chrfimiii Eve {Batixp Pm) 
ter fetch "ft gTcflt Ytile [(-; (Wffjw*), which server as a 
symbol family hick. St b generally cut from an ever- 
green oak, bat sometime* fm m an olhr&trve ora Welt. Al ^« hI 
nightfall the mnstrr ol live house htmelf brings in the U?g 
and lays il un the fire. Then lie and all pment hart their 
heads, sprinkle ihc log with wine, and make a cross oti ft. 

After that the EristeT of the house «ty*. Wdetune, O }ug I 
May God keep yon from mishap 1” So paying he strews 
[H^as, mai re, raisins, and wheal cm the lug, (trayfrig for God 1 * 
blessing on nil member* of the family living and dead, for 
heaven's blessing un their undertakings, and for domestic 
prosperity In Montenegro they meet the log with a loyf 
Of bread and a jug of wine, drink to it, and pour wine on it, 
whereupon the wholu family drinks ont of ibr tame beaker. 

In Dalmatia and other places*, for example in Kizatio, the 
Yule logs nm decked by young women with red silk, flower*, 
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him! leaver ribbon a, and i -wrn gold wEtc; and die light!* 
near the rioorposls lire kind Ic’d when the hag J* brought into 
the house, Among the MorlakSj a* soon aa the master nl 
the limine crosses The threshold with the Yule log, one of the 
family must sprinkle corn rm him and say p **God hies , you" 
to which he answers* * The sama to you." A piece of the 
hug js kept liit N<;vr Year's Day to kindle a fight with or It 
is carried mil to the Adds u> protect them from hail It is 
customary ta Invite before hand a Christmas visiter (frit- 
and to admit no one else into the bouse on that 
day. He comes early, carrying in his sleeves a quantity of 
corn which be throws info Lhe house, saying. * Christ h 
bom* One. (if the household icplics, 11 He is bom indeed,” 
and throws com on the visiter- Then the newcomer .joes 
up io the hearth, jmkes the fire and vtrjkcs Lite burning tog 
with the poker 40 hard that sparks fly off in ail directiofti 
At each blow he says M I wish Lhe family as many cow*, 
Oliver mucking plg* r gnats, and sheep, and a* ttumy stroke! 
of good luck, an the sparks that now tty from the log" 
With these words he throw* some *mnM coins into the 
iialiet’ in Albania down to recent year* ii was n common 
cihU ru to burn a Yule bug a I Christmas, and with \t corn* 
make, and bcuh^; moreover, wine and r&khx were j wared on 
the flames, and the ashe* of the Fine were scattered on the 
fields tv make them fertile/ The (IutuIs, a Slavonic people 
of the Carpathians, kindle fire by The friction of wood on 
ChrUffcmas Eve {Old Style, the fifth of January) and keep it 
burning till Twelfth Night* 

Et i* ram&rkibfe how common the belief appears to 
have been that the rernruns- of the Yuk-Sog, if kepi through¬ 
out lhe year, had power m protect the house agnfiist fire 
and especially against lightning/ As the Yule log was 
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iv THE MIDWINTER FIXES i *3 

J'mpicntly of oak, 1 ll >cCH» possible that this belled m.iy he 
a relic of (lie t>kl Aryan creed which associated the oak- 
1 tnc with the af thunder.* Whether the curative and 
fertilising virtues ascribed to tin; ashes of the Yule log, 
which are supposed (o heal kittle as well as men, to enable 
ci-wv to calve, and u> promote the fruitfulntsi of Uie earth, 1 
may urn be derived from the same indent suufcc, is a 
quest Inn which ihwn-w u> be considered. 

Thu* far vor have regarded only the private or domestic ‘ .jUjc 
celebration of the foe-festival at midwinter. The public 
ceklrraltnit of such rites 4t that season of the year appear* <.r*natn»l 
to have been ran? am! exceptional in Central mid Northern ” I|UL ^_ 
Europe* However, vnije instance, arc on rcc ird. Thus at Tr „ i„ n . 
Sdiwtiuft, in Thuringia. down to the second half of the 
nineteenth century, ihe young people used to kindle * i „ 
bonfire on the Antonins Mountain every year on Christ mas ;* h * h ' n 
hive. Neither th- civil not the ccdmiaMkat airthoi ilk- were n.»n‘w 
able to tmpjirtia Ihtr celebration; tior could the cold, rain, 
and snow* of the mastm damp or chill the enthusiasm of the 
celebrants, Tor unite tftne before Ouislitsas the young men 
and l*<yi were busy building a foundation for the bonfire cn 
the top of the mountain, where the oldest chinch of the 
village ttsed to stand- The foundation consisted of a pyra¬ 
midal suucturc composed < f itones, turf. and itiovs. V\ hm 
Christmas Eve came round, a itritug pole, with bundles of 
brushwood tied to ft, was erected oti the pyramid The 
young folk also provided thrmrelve* with pole* ti. which old 
brooms or faggots of shavings were attached. These «ne 
to serve as torchrv. When the : v^ning grew dark and the 
church bells rang to service, the troop of lads ascended the 
mountain; and scum from the top the glare of Hie Ixmfire 
Jit up the darkness, arid the sound of a hymn broke Ihe 
stillness of night. In a circle raimd the great fire lesser 
fires were kindled ; and Iftst of all the feds ran about swing¬ 
ing their lighted to relics, till thc<-e twhtklmg points >.f fire, 
moving down the moon tain-side, went out one by cmf in the 
darkness At midnight the bells rang out from the church 
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t^vcr, mingled with the blant of li^ri« and tbc *ouml of 
ringing. l-V=w*ifl£: ami revelry wen- kepi up ihroughuut tin? 
rrtghW amt in ihc morning ypUHf inB old went to early mass 
to be edified by hearing of the light eUfwil/ 

In She Bocage of Num^ndy the pc^aitf* Uted to repair, 
often from st distance of mik>, to ihv church** to hear the 
midnight mass on ChniiEttti Kvt* J licy liiaftlidil in pro* 
cession by torch light, chanting Q tflltnW CJtf&H a rmd the 
fitful fthiinination of the woods, the hedges and the fields as 
they moved through the darbies presented a succession of 
pktnrescji.ie soenes. Mention h abo made of bonfires kiiullrd 
on the hefg-ps ; the custom i* id to have been observed M 
Athh near Condi down to reran year* 1 

tn the Ufc of Man*" 4 on the twenty-firet of December* 
u day dedicated to Saint Yhbnws* the people won! to the 
mountains to catch deer and sheep for Christmas! and m the 
evenings always kindled a large fire on the top of every 
jfil(gw* or clJiT. Hence, at the time of casting pcate* every 
e me hud aside a orse, nytiig, v Ainri/ momt 
t'st 7 t-jb$i *** 1 ; that Is, F a large turf for Fingan Eve, 1 M ” At 
Bnrg h^d . an aitcknl yULL^e on the sonlHcm shore of the 
Moray Fifth, about nlru- miles frum ihc town of ELgirh a 
festival of fire eaileil H lire 11 urn mg of the Ckvie " hm been 
cede bra led from time immemorial on Hc^jmanay* life last day 
of December, A tar-barrel k wm in two, one half of ic u 
set on the top af n stout |xjk- B and filled with tar and other 
combustible*. The half-barrel is fiistcrred to the pile by 
means of >i long nail winch h tmuk for the purpfwe and 
fur rushed grain hokiriy hy the village blacksmith. The mil 
mim !« kwseked m with a ittme, the use of -i hammer h 
forbidden. When the ji hades of evening haw Wgun to folk 
the Clfliie, ai it i t called, U set cm fire by inosftA of a bitrnmg 
jieat t which k always fetched from ihc - ime house , it uiay 
not be kindled with a mnlck As soon as it is tn * 
blare, it is shouldered hy ;e man, who proceeds to carry it 
at a run. flaring and dripping melted tar, round the old 
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t f INK MIDWINTER FIRES 4 *? 

bon Hilaries of t he village; the modetd part of the t own I* not 
included hi the ciw ust ("lav , 1 *c h h hvtth fulltiw? ;i motley 

crowd* diver mg ami shunting. Onr bearer relieve airother 
« each ive.irltra of his burden. 7 'hr fir^E to .dmslider the 
Clavbp which i* esteemed an honour, i* mindly a man who 
hai l^fcrt Uldy married. Should ibe bearer tuinihlc or fail* 
il h deemed a i wry ill omen far him and for the village- In 
by ^rme timvs it wo* thought necc^ry that one in an should 
carry it all muiid the village: hence the strongest utan was 
eho^en fbr the purpose. Moreover it wav customary to carry 
the burning CUivit round mrry fchlng-frffiit ami vessel in the 
harbour , bn! tills part of the cercmnn y wit* afterwards ilis- 
enmitmed. Finally, ihc bkHng tar-harrd is home to u small 
hill called die Eto-iffc, which rises near tlte northern end of 
tlit promontory, Here the jsok fixed iriio a sachet in a 
pillar of rrerssone, and fresh find is heaped upon the llamts, 
which Rare tip higher and brighter than ever, Fanner|y 1 he 

Clavic was allowed to burn here the whole night, but now, 
after biding for abend half an hour, It h lifted from the 
socket and thrown flown the western dope of tbc hi IL Thero 
the crowd rushes upon it. ilcmolhhcs It, and scramble for 
the burning, coking embers which they carry ho inn and 
car-'fully preserve ns charms to protect them against itch- 
craft and mhdoriune . 1 The great antiquity of Huighrad, Tf.ntti 
where this curious and no doubt ancient festival is stilt niir^j^L? 
annually observed* appear? Uum the remain? oT a very re¬ 
markable rampart which forrm rly encircled tile place. It 
consists of .1 mound of earth faced on both side* with a 
golui wall of ftoire and strengthened internally by oak 
beam? and plunks, the whole being laid on a foundation of 
boulders. The style of the rampart agrees in general with 
Cjue&ars dcseripiion of the mode in which the Gauls con- 
gtnietcif their waits of earth* done* and loggy and it resembles 
the rums of Gallic ibni Sent ion =1 which hove liecn discovered 
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in France, (hough it i% said lo iflirpa^i tlwm in the drergth 
attd ^lidity ofiLs ilrtietuu?. No iimibr walls appeal hi be 
known in Britain, A great i^art of this iiiterailrtg pie* 
historic !ortnrs> wai harbarmisly destroyed in the early part 
of the nineteenth century, Much of il being tumbled mtc> the 
and many of the st&nea used to build the harbour picri* 
!n Lerwick, the capital of rive Shetland t&cuLs, "on 
Cristinas Eve. the fourth of January,—lor the old style 
is still observed—the children gi> .* that i* to 

say, they dishing; themselves in the mcttl fantastic nml 
gaudy coirtumc*, parade the lintels, and infs^i the house* und 
shops, t>eggfo[j for I he wherewithal to carry cm ihcb i, hri^uiio 
amusements* One o'clock on Yule morning having struck p 
the young men turn out in Urge number^ dressed in the 
c oarseit of gaisnaptei and* fit the double-quick march, drag 
huge tar barrels through the town, shouting and cheering us 
they gd. Of blowing loud t/aati with thdr 1 louder horns,' 
Tire tar barrel simply tonsiiw of seven}—say from four to 
eight—<tubs filled with tar and chips, placed on a platform 
of wood. It is dragged by means of a chain, to which scores 
of jubilant youths readily yoke themselves. They have recently 
been, described by the worthy burgh officer of Lerwick as 
p fiery ■ harlots, the effect of which is LruJv gr.m I and ten Erin/ 
In a Cluisttiias morning Llu 1 dark street* of Ixiwidc are 
gent rally lighted up by l he bright glare, and \is almosphefe 
blackened by the dense smoke of sia or eight tar L.i-ict.s In 
*ucce*£ioEi, On the appearance «f daybreak at six am, 
the morning revelSera put off their coarse garment*—well 
begrimed by thin time—and in their turn become gttlinrdi 
They il an me every imaginable fur in of costume—thote of 
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scilditira, sailors, highlanders, Spanish dicvwUcra, etc, Thus 
disguised, they either go in pair*, n* man and wife, nr in 
larger grcmps, and proceed to call on their friend*, to wbb 
them the compliments of the season. Formerly, these 

adolescent gusaard* used to scat thcm.^lvc* In craCefi,- and 
accompanied by fiddler% were dragged through the town a ‘ 1 

The Persians used to celebrate a festival of fire called iv- i n 
JStfi/jf or Saw at the winter *ofstfce, Oil thr longest night 
of the year they kin.tied bonfires everywhere. and kings arid ™irr 
princes tied dry grass to the feet of birds and animals, ^ 
fire to the gras?* arid then Set the birds and beasts liy nr run 
blaring through the air or over the fields nod mnimtasns, so 
that the whole air and earth appeared to be on fire/ 


| 3 * Tfo iVfrdfir* 

The fin-toiUvaU hitherto described arc all celebrated 
periodically it certain stated times of the year. Bat brides JJJJJjJ, 
these regularly TWimfig «febratEot!* the peasants In 
parts of Europe have been wont from time immemorial to ;: h 
resort to 3 ritual of fin; Rt irrcgnS.ir Interval! in seasons of <- d - ,llllJ * L 
distress And calamity, ftbore ill writen their cattle wcte 
attacked by epidemic di^ase. No account of the popular 
European Ira-festivals would be complete without some 
notice or these ternarkahtc rites, which have all the greater 
claim on our attention because they may pcrhnpi b- regarded 
ns the source amt origin of all the other fircdcstinvln; 
cr Mainly they mu si date from a very remote antiquity. 

The genera! name by which they are known among the Tb****& 
Teutonic peoples is need-fire.* 
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The history of the need* fire can be traced hack to the, 
early Middle Agra; for in the reign of Pippin, King of the 
Franks, the practice 01 kindling nee^l-fires was denounced as 
a heathen superstition by i ayrwd of prelates and noMn-i 
held under the presidency of Bonifitce* Archbishop of MainzJ 
S<>t long aftCTwarcls the emtoco was again forbidden, alon^ 
ivMi many more idics of expiring paganism, in an ** Index 
of Superstitions and Mtatheniih Observances" which bus been 
usually referred So the year 743 AD 4 though some scholar* 
assign it a later date under liie icign of Charlemagne.* Tn 
Goniaity Lhe need-life'; would to have been popular 

down to the second liah ol the nineteenth century, Thus 
in Lhe year 1598, when .± fatal caUlc-plagut was raging -d 
Nemitarfh near 5 tlarliu 1 a wise man of Ulc name of Job. 
Kohler induced the authority of the town to adopt the 
following remedy, A new waggon*wheel was taken ami 
twirled round an axle, which had never been u*ed before, 
until the fr ret foil elicited fire- With l his fire a bonfire was 
next kindled between the gate of the town* and all the 
cattle were driven through the smote and ftame&. Moreover* 
every householder had lo rekindle the fire on hi* hearth by 
rncstd of ^ tight takers from the bonfire, Slrangc to *ay, 
tltri sqlntary measure had on efifret whatever in staying she 


KtTiTp f f*" r 3i-'Ji.Ail if Aw/.'.' -jjw 

7*-dii£m /fei-M-'*- (tijcultn, 

iSGj>, pp 435 r y y ; W 
Pe~ -J** Grt****tm 

ilw kVui'Slirifiwiw/ ftkfiin, IAjJIi 
(^p .yy A GW|ct t-Uv"., CSrj.^jf.. 
V i LntMkm, ifc[i l i;i, 

pp agj fyj.; MUtch Jahn. Pu 
sb& r.viin Jrt ^r^-B 

■w*f r^i^r {ikHU*, itath pp, 
J--■ YJf t'« r? !» »puW tkri 1 *“ SKt - 
ttrrd- pirr [Ge 1 mm, Hjujgtr, 

fmm ifrtfi/ J (k ‘3 UiiBj 
H/M I, 'llDCTSS^/ *0 lh«I ibt j4tTUT 
n«J Hft ir.iultl rtirzij fbjtciJ lire 

Tim ir th: *fp*e *l:ar-heil tu ir err 
t|utbnjxQg> gUaftiijr tm tin csjiihi' 
UrH P|»ffleil I 7 Gfiitam, fp. tti t, ^ 
5 -na j pl &*m ffjff iwd^tir *t 

p ffledJj' ^fcjfw 

1 wamt." C I- kockfcflffi «m. 

Orel iiwxjT ■wiEh M T«.|j 

clfcHTQ,' u* thiir nwi!-fins wouSrt m* tr. 


$« CL L kdditolit, 
/9VtfTh-i#r tSkmV prawA {Urflln. 
iSt^yl, it. (4$ sf, Tht* tfilcrpa«io* 
il S^lflt'lFTTWI X\f 1119 PHSWl^ 

nil Mi in *;ivm in ihc- nen i .iiw 
in NJtflir jiii .i tti S^lteilbuiil Srr f- 
t ToiTnuJin - KiA>vr, 11 lur-FiUiulMitt- 
datP tiu ic^w^bimsH VoJhlwfl^i - 

iiJUi AuAi* firr tsdr* 

11. IJW) P 1 “S , . 

1 *' /4k faj+iik^! nbJ* 

lyj I wnml" h}f I G(Mnm f 

lM*to*kt tepj* L k. 

Art^ fitmmto itr+iper t Wb *■ 

\ UiiLELi ^idk, iS^SV), p. _|U- 

Mm, Nft W.. "Tk 

tinrffirr ^ A Mwmpktu 

rJjlKHl iht /wAna^i tiii I^h 

E lilwHuj mth * tiBirawiiisiT t^ LI. ^ 

iij 4 ! | Ai F " ^ 

,|jgip cl] Lbe US ih-n c=!j1i3iS ID 

upriuc^wn. pp 4 if* 




IV 


T//E AEIiD FIKE 


a?i 


cattle-plague^ and itzvtfn jrars Utef the -japkilt Joh+ 

KHhler hicructl was burnt ju a witch The farmers. who*e 
pig* aid cws had Medved no benefit from the need-fir*; 
perhaps a wined ‘.[KCteitijrj ,U ill* homing, and, while they 
shfXtk their heads, agreed among them ieIvu ih.it It «md 
Job. KiibJtjr perfectly right, 1 Acconltag to a writer who 
published hh book about nine years afterward*, >ame of the 
Grirmarts, especially in ihe Wu«sg;iw mfmniains, Otmfidrmly 
believed that a cal tie piague could l*e Flayed by driving Ihe 
animals through a need-fire which had been kindled by the 
violent friction qf a pole on a quantity of dry oak wood ; but 
It was a rwcessaiy condition nf tu&ns rbat all fires in the 
village vhouhl previously be extinguished with wHErr, and any 
householder who failed tn put out bis fire wjih heavily fined’ 

The method of kindling the need-fire is described as -i 

ft limy* by * writer IciWdrrU ihe end of the -event* r mb 
century: ” When hi evil plague has broken out among to* 
die cattle, large And small. find I he herds liny* thereby 
suffered great ravages, the peasants rr<tdve to light a 
need-fire. On a day ap| rein Led there must 1*c no single 
flame in any house rir-r on any heartk From every house 
a quantity nf nmw and water and nnderwncKl m«>l he 
brmight forth ; then n »Smng oaken fu>!c r fixed nrmly in 
(he earth, i hole i- bniod in it* and - wnoden winch, well 
smeaixd with pitch and tar, is trimmed in the hole and 
turned mum! fordbly sill gre^t hen! and then lire i% 
generated The fir?: so produced is caught in fuel and f^l 
w-fth >traw\ hrnShp and underwood i;i 3 l it fronts enct into a 
rcgnlnt need-fins. whkh must then be somewhat spread out 
between walls or fences and the cattle and horses driven 
through it twice or thrice with slicks and wdiipg. Others set 
up two posts, cuch with a hole in ir+ and insert a winch, 
along with old greasy rags, in the holes. Other* use n thick 
mpe* coiiccl nine kinds of wood, anil keep them in violent 
motion till fire leaps forth, Perhaps there may be other 
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ways of generating or kindling thin fire* btit tftcy ire. all 
directed simply at ihc -:mc of the multi After puling 
twice or thrice through the fir* the cattle ift driven to tlteh 
stall* or to pasture* and the heap of wood that had been 
collected destroyed* hut In some places every householder 
muftt take with film ri brand, extinguish tt in n w^dting-tub 
oi trough* and pit it in the manger where the cuttle an: fed, 
a 3xrc it must lie for some time. The poles that were rl*ed 
to make the need fire. Together with the wood that was em ¬ 
ployed as a winch, arc sometime* hurried w ith the rest of the 
fuel. *oEiJclfmci carefully preserved after the cattle have been 
thrice driven through the flanSca. ,J 1 

Sometimes the oced-fire was known ;u the " wild fire" 
iti d^tinguisb tt no doubt from the tame fire produced by 
more ordinary methods The following Is Grimm's acctiuril 
of the mode of kindling i: which frrevaited In some parts 
iif - enlul Germany, particularly ahoid I fdtfcshdm, down 
apparently to the firnt half of the nineteenth.'Century £ "In 
many places of Lower Saxony, especially among the 
rnm:ntmfti h the custom prevail- of preparing the sa-calteU 
1 wild fire 1 For the purpose of preventing cattle-plague ; ami 
through It first the plg% tJien i Sin cow\Md last a all tht 
gec-c are driven. The proceeding* on she occasion fire ai 
follows. The principal farmer* and pgrishioutr* assemble, 
and notice U served to every inhabitant tn ext tug nidi 
entirety all fire in his hi>U*c* so that not even a Spark 
renmm alight in the vrhnic ullage. Then young and old 
repair to a ro:id in a hollow. usually towards evening* 
iIlc women carrying linen* And the men wood arrd tow. 
Two oaken poles rvre driven into the ground about a foot 
and □ half from each other, Each (iota has in the side 
facing tiie other a socket into which a cross-piece -vs thick 
as a man’s arm is fitted. The sockets arc sniffl'd with llncitj 
and the cross-piece Is rammed in as li^lu as possible, while 
the poles are hound together at (he top by ropes A rope 
Is wound about the round, smooth cross-piece, and the fr^ 
ends of the rope at both aides arc gripped by several 
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pRi^iuti\ whtj |3Li3l the crutvptae to and fro with the utmost 
rapidity, till Shruu^H the friction the linen In thr socket* 

Mkri fire. The sparks of thr linen aro imfucdiitdy caught 
in low or craktim and waved about hi a dreLe until they 
burst into a bright glow, when siraw b applied to It, and the 
Gaining straw’ used to kindle the brushwood which ha* been 
stacks! in pile* in the hollow way. When this wood hw 
bln red up anti tlir fire ha* nearly died out again* the people 
h^icn to the hettb, whtdi have been waiting in the back¬ 
ground* and drive them forcibly, one after the other, though 
the glow. As soon as all the bcavts are through, the young 
folk ntuh wildly at die uhe-- and cirnkta* sprinkling ami 
blackening &ieh Other with them ; tho*e who have been most 
spriti k Set I and blackened march in iriumph behind the cattle 
into the village and do not wash themselves for a lung time 
It after Jntig rubbing the linen shiiuhi not catch fire, they 
gUes* that there is still fire somewhere in the village < then 
a Strict search is made from bout* lo hnn^ any fire that 
may be found b put out. and the householder is punished nr 
upbraided. The ‘wild fire' (turn be made by prolonged 
friction; it may not be struck with Bint and sleek Some 
village* do not prepare it yearly a* a preventive of cattlr- 
p!nguc„ but only kindle it when the di^:t^ In u actually 
broken out, 1 " 1 In the Fbilhcrsiftdt district ihc ends Of the 
rojje which was used lo make the cross-piece rrvdw in the 
sachets had to be pulled by two chaste young men/ 

to the Mark dawn to the first half of the nineteenth 
centuiy the practice was similar Wc read that " in many ine 
parts of the Mark there still uievail* on certain octagon* “■* 
the omom of kindling a need-fire, it hnppcn& particularly 
when a farmer has sick pig* Two posts of dry wood arc 
plunted in the earth amid solemn science before the snn 
rises, and round these posts hempen rojua an: pulled to and 
fro till the wood kindles; whereupon the fire If fed with dry 
loaves and twigs and the sick beast? are driven through it. 

In ^ume place:, the fire is produced by the friction of an old 
cart-wheel ** 1 
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Its Mecklenburg the it«d-fire used to be lighled by the 
friction of a rope wound about tin oaken pole or by rubbing 
two boards against each other- Having l^tt thus elidtrd, 
the flame was fed tvftb wood rtf seven kiinK I lie pJiiL'.iize 
W u forbidden by Gbifavua Adolphus, Duke of Mecklenburg, 
in jCiSa ; lint the prohibition, apparently bud little (-fleet, 
for down to the end of the eighteenth ccnuity the custom 
wan so common that the inhabitants even of large icmns 
made no scruple of resorting to it. For example,, in ihe 
month of July (792 sickness broke out among the cattle 
belonging to Oie town of Sternberg; some of the beasts 
died suddenly, and «> the people resolved to drive ai! the 
survivor* through a need-Are. On the tenth day of July 'he 
magistrate* issued a proclamation announcing lh.it nest 
morning before sunrise a need-fire would be kindled for the 
Lichoof of all the cattle of ibc town, and warning ail the in¬ 
habitants against lighting fires In 'heir kitchens that evening. 
So next morning very early, about two o'clock, nearly the 
whole population v*ai astir, and having assembled outside 
one of the gales of the town they helped to drive the timid 
tattle, not without much ado, through three separate need- 
fires; after which they dispersed to tbofr homes bi the 
unaher-ihic conviction that they had rerenod the cal lie 
from destruction Hut to make .-muranee doubly sure 
tliey deemed it advisable to administer the rest of the 
(i_-ihe> as a bolus to the animals. However, some people 
in Mecklenburg used to strew the ashes of the tieed-firc 
on fields for the purpose of protecting the crops again it 
vermin. As late as }mt t868 rx traveller fit Mecklenburg 
saw a couple of peasants sweating away at n i ojw% wliicb 
they were pulling backwards and fonrafda so as tr* make 4 
tarry Toiler revolve with gTenj speed in the m of an 
upright fw>^i. Asked what they were about, they voueli^fed 
no reply; but an old woman who appeared on thr 
From a neighbouring cottage was more comjnimrcaihe. In 
the Fuloess of her heart she confided to the stranger %h*l 
her pig* were akk, that Lht two taciturn bumpkins were 
her sons* who were busy ext meting a need-fire from the 
roller* anil that, when they succeeded, the flatne would U~ 
used fco ignite a hcLi|i of rags anil brushwood* through which 
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the ailing Kw\ m? be drivviu Slit farther explained 

IflM the persons who kindle a need-fire frlmuht always be 
two brother * or ni h%L-i bear the saint Christ fan name* 1 
In the ftnmmtr of rflaS there was much sklents among 
the pigs and the cmwt of EdJe^e, a village near Mcineroeji, 
in the ^mh of Hanover, Whew nil ordinary measure* to 
anxst the malady failed, the farmers met hi solemn con¬ 
clave on the village green and determined thjjt nevt mow¬ 
ing there thould lie a need-fire Thereupon the head man of 
the tUUge sent word fmm house to bruise that on the following 
day nobody should kindle i fire before rubric and that every¬ 
body should hi ami by ready To drive out the cattle. The 
same afterno< m all the necc*-* 3 iy preparations were made 
for giving effect to the decision of the collective wisdom. A 
narrow street was endu-ted with planks,, and the village 
carpenter ?cl to work at the machinery for kindling the fire. 
He look two postv of oak wood* bored a hole about three 
Inches deep and broad in each, and - -r the two poles up 
facing each other at a distance of about two feet. Then he 
fit let! a roller of oak wood into the |Wn boles of the posts. 
1=0 that it formed a cross-piece between them. About two 
o'clock fic.x t morning every householder brought «i bundle of 
straw and brushwood and kid it down aiciora the street in a 
prescribed order. The sturdiest swains who could be found 
wore chosen to make the need-fire. For this purpose a long 
hempen tope was wound twice round the oaken miter in the 
oaken posts: the pivots were welt smeared with pitch and 
tar : a bin idle of tow and other tinder was laid close at 
hand* and all Witt ready. The stalwart clodhoppers now 
seized the two ends of the tope and trtttri to work with a 
will- PuBfldf smoke &oon issued from the sockets, but 10 the 
collate mat lou of the bystanders not a spark of fire could be 
elicited. Some people openly declared their suspicion lh.it 
sonic rascal had tint put out the fire in hb house, when 
suddenly the Linder burst Unto flit me. The cloud passed 
away from -ill faces; the fire wni applied to the heap.- of 
ftld* and when ihc flames tad somewhat dkd down, the 
herd* were forcibly driven til rough the fire T fir^t the pig*. 
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next the eons, and lust of nil the horses. The twttUtncti 
then drove the beasts to pasture, ami per iso ns whose faith in 
the efficacy of lire need-fire was particularly rahust carried 
home brands. 1 

Again, at a village near Qucdjinbnrg, in the Hnr* 
Mountains, it w«s resolved to pin a herd of sick swine 
through the need-fire. Hearing of this intention the Suiier- 
i mend cut of Qucdlinhurg Ilurried to the spot and has 
described for us what lie saw*. The beadles went from 
Innue to house to see that there wait no fire in any house; 
for it is well known that should there be common fire burn¬ 
ing in a home the jiecd-iire will not kindle. The men 
made llmtr round* very early in tire momhig to make quite 
iiriL* lluil all lighte ivere out. At two o'clock n night-light 
v.ji Mill hurtling in the jwr-onage. and tfin wu* of course a 
hindrance to the need.fisc. file peasant knocked at llir 
wiudmv and rarm^tly eiUir,i!e ! that the nlglu-light might 
In: extinguished. Hut the panoit's wife refused to put Um 
light out; it still glimmered at the window ; and In die 
tlarkniK* Utitside the angry rustics vowed that the parson's 
pig* should get no U-rrefit of the need-fire. However, a* 
good luck would have it, jusi a* the morning broke, the 
night-light went out of it*clf, anil the hopes of the people 
revived from every hoo^v handle* of draw, ISW, faggot* 
And *o forth were now carried to feed the bonfire. The 
no! re and the cheerful bustle were such that you might 
have thought they were oil hurrying to witness a public 
crxecuisorr Outside the village, between |i*o garderi wails, 
an oaken pod had been driven into the ground and a hole 
bored through it. In the hole a wooden winch, smeared 
with tar, was inserted and made to revolve with such force 
nod rapidity that fire anil intake in time issued from the 
socket. 'Clift Collected fuel was then thtown upon the fim 
and soon a great blare shot up. The pigs were now driven 
into the upper end of the street As toon as they saw the 
fir*, they turned ini!, hut the [ieasants drove them through 
with shrinks and hIiouIx and lashes of whip*. At the other 
cud of Lite street then, was another crowd walling, who 

1 C»jt iiwt TM«a OUlif<*, pp. vyiJj#, fin* it«i)e*ri!|iu-'niii jb 

.IrjJi-jirti „m'. ;Ht iMdkw. iSj^l, r)Ani«A 




tv THE NEED FIRE 277 

chased the -wuk: hank through the lire it second time. 

Then the other crowd repeated if it manoeuvre, an d the herd 
of swine was driven Tor thr third irinr through Hie smoke 
and tin me*. That wai the end af the performance* Many 
pigs were worthed so severely that they gave up the ghost. 

The bonfire wo-h broken ftp, and every householder took 
home wilfi him a brand, which he washed in the walcr-b^rrd 
and laid fox rsoiue Lime, oa a irefisura of great price, in Lite 
iiiartgci Irani which Ihe cuttle were fed. But die parson 1 * 
wife had reason Utterly to repent her folly in refusing to 
pul oiil tiuat utght-light ; Tor not one of her pigst wa.i driven 
through the need-fire, si» they ifind-' 

in Biiinsu-jck. a is:.-, the need-fire is known to have lieeo l» 

repealedJy kindled during the nineteenth cmslur>\ After 
driving the pigs through the fire, which was kindled ! y the ism in 
friction of Wodd r 5 in me people look brands horne^ dipped 
the til in water, ciiul then gave the water tu Lite pigs to drink, 
no doubt for the purpose of inoculating thetn still more 
effectually with the preduu- virtue of she need hre r In Hit 
village* of the Unfading' dim net every body who Ixic n hand 
in kindling the " wild Fire “ niunt haw the same ChrUtian 
name; otherwfoe they fabounnl in viihs, The fin; wa* pio- 
duccd by the friction of a n>pc round the beam* of a door; 
and bread, corn, nttd old faults contributed their mite? 1r» 
swdl tile blite through which ihe pig* as usual were driven, 
fu one place, apparently not far from WntfcnbilcUl, sir- need- 
fire is said to have i*ecn kindled,, eontraiy to custom, by ihc 
smith striking a spatk from the cold anvil* At Gantltfr**- 
heim down to about the beginning of the nineteenth 
century the nccd-firc wa* lit in the oitnmnii way hy canning 
,1 crc^s-bar to tcvulvc rapidly on its aai* between tw .* 
upright |Kvsts The mjic which produced the revolution of 
the bar had to be mrw, but it wns if po^ble ^oven fn-m 
threads taken from a gal lows- roj*- r with ft hich people tutd 
been hanged White the necdrfiie was being kindled in ihiit 
fashion, every other fire in the town h*wl to he put out; 
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aeaich was matte through the liMM^nitd any fiie discovered 
to burning was extinguished 11 In spile of every pre 
r, ant km iu> fbinc could be dldteil by the friction of the rope, 
the failure w^s ■ t (Sown tf> w Sic lie raft ; but |J tin: efforts 
were suceesifiil, a boufiie was Jit with the new fue, and 
when the Hanv& had iiied down, the sick *wine were driven 
thrice through the glowing embers. 1 On the lower Rhine 
the need-fire Is said to have titfen kindled by the frktbh 01 
oak wood on fir-wood, all fires in the village having been 
previously extinguished The iiosifirrA jvo kindled were 
composed of wood of nine different *irts; there were three 
such bonfires* and the cattle were driven round them with 
grent gravity and devotion.* 

n* -sicKte In ^Uerda* al-L\ larr^hfnir^ were often employed for the 
purpose of curing a murrain of preventing its spread. 

firtjft While all other lights within the boundaries were cx- 
tinglshcd, the new fire was produced by the friction of trine 
kind* of wood, and the thme so obtained was u&cd to 
kind]*: heips of brush wuuif or straw to which every in- 
habitant had contrlbutetL Through these fires the cattle, both 
sick and sound* were driven in the confident expectation that 
thereby the sick would be healed and the sound saved from 
sickness. 1 When plague bscaks out among the herds or 
Dobidchwald, in Austrian Silesia, a splinter of wood is 
chipped from the threshold of every house, lluc cm!*; are 
driveci to a crossroad, and there a Lrcc* growing at the 
bound afy. ia felled by a pair of Lwin brother^ The wood 
of the tree an d the $plititen) from the thresholds film lib the 
fuel of a bonfire* which Is kindled by tire rubbing of two 
pfecca of wood together. WSfla Use bonfire is ablaze, ihe 
horm of the cattle are pared and the parings thrown ini® 
the ihmicj. aft Li' which the anlmnb are driven through die 
file. "Dus i$ believed to guard she herd against the plague, 1 
"Our Germans of Western Bohemia resort to similar measures 
for staying a murrain You set up \ jx*st t bore a hole in it, and 
Insert in the hole a mick, which you have fins* of all mu cared 
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will, pitch and wrapt in itiflnmmaMe ■ t uFTs. Thru you 
wind ri rope round the <ilick *rtd give the two ends of Uic 
rope l« two pcrjpiiK who must either bt L brothers or have 
the same baptismal name i hey haul the tope backwards 
and forwards so an to make the tarred stick revolve rapidly, 
till the rope first smoke? and ilscn emits sparks. The sparks 
arc used to kindle a bonfire, through which the cattle ate 
driven in the usual way. And as usual tin other tin* may 
burn in the village while the ftccd-fiie T Mug kindled, for 
otherwise tk rope could not possibly be Ignfttd. 1 I** 
Upper Austria sick pigs art (tported to have been driven 
through a need fire about the beginning of the nineteenth 


century. 1 

The need-fire is still in use in some parts of dwtirrr- n» m at 
land, but It seems to have degenerated into a children s 
game and to be employed rather for the -litpcisal of 
a mist than lor the prevention or cure of eat lie-plague. ^ 

Id amt cantons it goe ; by. the name of ’’ mlst-liealing," 
while in others it is called ,l buttci-churning." 0« a misty 
or rainy day a number of children will shut thcittwlves tip 
in a stable or byre and proceed to make fire fur the purpose 
of Improving the weather. The way In which they make it 
U this- A boy places a board against his breast, takes u 
peg pointed ut both ends, and, set ling one end of the peg 
against the board on his breast, presses the other end firmly 
against ft second board, the surface of wluch has been flaked 
into a nap A string is lied round the peg, and two other 
kiy* pull it to and ho, till through the rapid motion of the 
point of the peg a hole is burnt in the finked boiml, to 
whkh tow Or dry moss hi then applied as a tinder. In 
this sv-iy liie anil smoke arc elicited, and with their appear¬ 
and: the children fancy that the mist will vanish,’ We 
may conjecture Ilia) this method of dispersing a mist, 
which is rmw left to children, was formerly practised in all 
MiinuunL'u by grown men in Swjtttflini It is thus that 
religious or magical rtiti dwindle away into the sports 
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of child fen. In the canton df the Grban-s ih ne h «ti)1 fn 
cam in nii -in intprccMinn* " HK aw»y ( or III heal 
yoiif which points to an old Plaints of tiding lip the fog 
with fire A longer form of the citric linger* in tils? ValK-r 
des B.igncs of the canton Valais* It nm§ thus : ri Mtit, 
mist, fly* fly, or St- Martin will come with a sheaf of straw 
to burn your guts, a great log of wihx] to smash your brow, 
and an iron chain to drag you to hell/* 1 

in Sweden the need-fire is called, from the mode of 
its production* either wid'**td 9 N turned fire," or gnid-rli, 
* rubbed fire. 1 " Down to near the: end of the eighteenth 
century the need-fire was kindied. as in Germany, by the 
violent rubbing of two pieces of wood against each other ; 
sometimes nine different kinds of wood were used for ibc 
purpose. The smoke of the fire was deemed salutary; 
fruit+trees and neLft were fumigated wi1.li it. fn order that the 
trees might hear fruit and Lhe nets catch fifth. Cattle were also 
driven through the smokt s In Slmdal, a narrow Norwe^mn 
valley, shat In on both sitits by precipitous mountain^ there 
lived down tu the second half of the nineteenth century an 
u[d mnt! who wa* very superstitious If. *et salmon“trap* 
In the river Drift, which traverse* the valley, and he caught 
many fish both in sprihg and autumn When In* H-hing 
went wrong* hr: kindled tittUrM ( M netd-fire v ) erf gnidtift} 
('■ rubbed fire" ls friction fire 11 ) to counteract lhe witchcraft 
which he beiievsd to be the can#r of fab bad tuck. He btM 
up two planks near each oilier, bored a hole in «u* 
[userted a painted rod in lhe holes, and twisted it Jong 
cord round the rod. Then he pulled the cord ?o ns to 
ruiikc ibe r .il rr™vc rapidly: Thus by reason of lhe 
friction he at last drrw fire from the wood. That con- 
tentrd him, lor 11 he believed that the witchery was thm 
rendered powe*less, and that good luck 11 s his fbhmg was 
now ensured/"’ 

Slavonic peoples hold the nerd-fire if! high esteem. 
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7 liny cull it “ Hiring fir* ," un>! aiiriktUr to it a bculing virtue 
The aicriplti n <if iirei Sicii^i! pt-ww to fin: kindled by ihr. 
fncEii mi nl wcrtwl h s.iiii i-- be c-peci.illy cbumctirriMfc rtf Ihc 
Slav , who inhabit 1 he Carpathian M minimus and the Balkan 
l^iitusiitn. The trunk in which they produce the need fin* 
differ* somewhat in different places. Thu* in the Schar 
mountains of Scrvia the task b Crttm&lcd to a boy and girl 
between eleven and fourteen years rtf age. They are led 
into a perfectly dark mom, mu! Hffvfrlg stripped ifacmprfvci 
naked kindle the fire by rubbing two rollers of lime wood 
against each other, tiii the friction produces sparky which 
;:nj caught in tinder The Serbs mf We stem Macedonia 
drive- two oaken posts into the ground* bore a round hole 
in the upper end of each* insert a roller of lime wood in the 
holes, and set it revolving rapidly by means of a Coni which 
13 looped round the roller and worked by a bow. Bkcwhere 
the roller h pin in motion by two men, who hold each fine 
end of The cord and pull U faaclEwartls acid furiviuds forcibly 
between them, Bulgarian .shepherds sometimes kindle the 
need-tire by drawing a pmitushapcd piece of lime wood to 
and fro across the fiat surface of a Irec-stump In the fnrestJ 
Bui in the ndglihoLij hoed of RUstmidit, hi Bulgaria, the 
need fire f* kindled by the friction of two pieces of oak wood 
and the cattle arc driven through it/ 

In many districts of Russia, ids®, # living fire " b made by 
(lie friction of wood on St. John's Day, mnJ the herd* art- 
driven through It, and the people leap over if m the conviction 
that their health h thereby aisumd ; whet* a cat lie’plague k 
raging* fife fire b produced by nibbing two jncecs of oak weed 
against each other* and il h used lu kindle This lamp* before 
the Italy pictures ami the centra in She church?-- B Thu* if 
appear* that in Rustfa the peed fife h kindled fur the ^ike 
<tf the eittfe periodically aa well as on vpida) emerge ncki. 
Similarly in Poland die peaf-iint* are ^id to khidfe firea in 
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thivtlbgrf streets on St. RoeWs day nml lo diHve the tawlc 
thrice through tliciTi In order to protect the tatltnzh again*! 
ths murrain. The fit* Is produced by nibbing a pole of 
p-mlar wood on a plunk of poplar or fir wood and catching 
the sparks in tow. The embers are earned ho use to be used 
as remedies in sid«te»* As practised in SUvunlft, the 
custom or the need fire to presort some iniurealmg 

features, which are best d^erlbcd in the words of an rye* 
witness:— h l« the year 1S33 1 oune r ° r . lhc Kra( linu: 
young merchant to Slavonia i it was to Gej that t went. In 
the I’oicga district. The time was autumn, and it chanced 
that a cattle-plague wa* raging in the neighbourfiood, which 
inflicted much loss on the people. The peasants believed 
iluri the plague wrn a won tan, an evil -piril f Aw^u). who was 
destroying the cattle , so they nought to banish her. I had 
then occasion to observe the proceeding* hi the villages of 
Gaj. Kukunjevtue, Sreilm*. and Hrekinjska. Tmvarda owatof 
the whole population of the village was busy laying a Hug 
of brushwood round the boundaries of the village. -AH fires 
were extinguished tiiioughnul the village, 1 lien pairs of 
men iti several places took pieces- of wood, which had Imo 
socially prepared for the purpose, and rubbed them together 
till they emitted sjuirks. The sparks were allowed to fall 
on tinder and fanned into a flame, with which the dry brush* 
wood was kindled. Thus the fire burned all round the village. 
The pea-anti persuaded themselves that thereupon A 
must take her departure.'* * 

This last account leaves no doubt as to the signilicatice 
of the need-fire in the winds of Slavonian peasantry. They 
regard it simply as a barrier interposed between then cattle 
and the evil spirit, which prowls, like a hungry wolf, round 
the fold and can, like a wolf, be kept at bay by fire. The 
same interpretation of the necd-firc cornea util, hardly les* 
clearly, hi the account which another writer give- of a «ct c- 
mimy Ivitncsred by him at the village of Sctoujc. at the foot 
of the lloiftotje mountains in the great forest of Scrvia. An 
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epidemic was raging fimung ibe children* and the need-fire 
wu* resorted to ay a mean a of staying the plague. Ft w-aa 
produced by an old man and an old woman in the first of 
the ways described above \ that La 1 they mark it ftt the dark 
by rubbing two sticks of Jime wood against each other. 
Ikfore the healing virtue of the fire was applied to the in¬ 
habitants of the village, two old women performed the 
foil owing ceremony. Both bore the name of Simla, from the 
verb sJatt\ M to remain standing 11 ; for the ceremony could 
not be successfully performed by persons of any other name. 
One of them carried a coppeT kettle full of water* the other 
ah old house-lock with the key. Thus equipped they repaired 
to a spot outside uf the village, and time the old dome with 
the kettle asked the old dame with the: lock* *■ Whither 
away ? and the oihtr: answered her L 41 l came to shut the 
village against HWuck" With that the locked the lock and 
threw it with the jkey Into the kettle of water Then they 
marched Uiriec round the village, repeating the ceremony of 
the lock arid key at each CO null Meantime all the villagers, 
arrayed In their best dottles* were assembled in jui open 
place, All the flies irt the houses had been previously ex- 
ungtihhed, Two sturdy yokels now dog a tunnel through 
n mound beside an oak tree , the tunnel was ju^L high enough 
to lei & mail creep through it m ah fours. Two ikes, lit by 
die uecd-firrp were now Imd* one at each end of the tunnel ; 
and the old woman with the kclik Look her stand at 
die entrance of the Euminl, while the one with the Jock 
pasted herself at the exit. Pacing die billet stood another 
woman with a great fjot of tniik before her, and on the 
other side wz$ set ii pot full of itidled awiise's fat. All 
was now ready. The villager* thereupon crawled through 
the tun ltd on band-a and knees* one behind the other- Each, 
»n he emerged from the tunnel, meirod a spoonful of milk 
from the woman and looked at his fuc* reflected in the pot 
of mulled swines (aL Thm another woman made a cross 
with a pi toe of charcoal on hr* back- When all the inhabit¬ 
ants had thu§ crcpi through the banned and been doctored 
at the other end, each took some glowing embers home with 
him m a \k>i wherewith to rekindle the fire Wl the domestic 
heart!?, Lastly they put some of the charcoal in a vessel 
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of water am I drank the mixture in oftlcr to be thereby 
timgvcaUy pro^ted *ig.iiii*i the epidemic/ 

it would be au^rfluous to poini out in detail how 
admirably thc^ iDc^uies nie calculated to unreal the ravages 
of rUfteafle; but Tor the s-ike of those^ if there are any, to 
whom she tneOWma effect of crawling through a hole on 
hand* and knee* b not al once apparent* I shall merely 
fsay that the procedure in question h one of the tnosi poorer* 
ful ^p^dfica which the wit of min ba^ devised for maJadu * 
of all vnif. Ample evidence of its application will be 
adduced in a later part of thk work, 1 

In But^aiia thr herds suflfer much hom the of 

certain bkawhs ticking vainpyres idled C/j^jWj. An l F stra 
■the spirit of a Christ Lin child who was born on a Saturday 
am! died unfortunately before he could be baptlard On 
the ninth day after burial lie grub* hb way out «f she grave 
and attacks the cattle al once, sucking their blued all night 
and returning at peep of dawn to llie grn^e to rest from his 
labour** In ten days of *0 the copious draughts of blood 
which lie swallowed have so- fortified his constitution that 
he c:in undertake longer journeys ; so when he fulb in with 
great herds of cuttle or [lucks of sheep be returns no more 
to ihe fjTUve for rest and refreshment at night, but takes tip 
hi 3 quartern daring the day cither between the burn a of a 
sturdy calf or ram or between the him! legs of a inilchcow. 
LkzasE* whose blood he has sucked die the same night In 
any herd that he tmiy fasten on lie begin* with the fattest 
animal and worta hk wny down steadily through the leaner 
kijie sill not one single licaat is left .dive. The carcase* ol 
Hue victims swell up h und when the hide Ls stripped off you can 
always perceive the livid patch >:«f flc*h where Hie monger 
mucked the blood of the poor creature, In a single night 
he may, by working hanl t kill five cow* ; but he seldom 
exceed* that number, tic can change hk shape and weight 
very easily ; for examp] r< when he h sitting by day between 
the horns of a ram, the animal scarcely feck hk weight, but 
a; night ht will icinctimn throw himself on an ox or a cow 
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so littvvHy ihat thr animat cun nut mv, nnd tow* so plti Tul iy 
[ha! it would make your heart bleed to hear. People who 
were bom on a Saturday can see these mnimm* and they 
have described them accurately,, so that There can tie no 
doubt whatever about their existence. It is* therefore* a 
matter of great Em|>oruirtcc to the peasant to proitct hi* 
flocks am I hcnU against I he ravages of such dangerous 
vampyres. The way hi which he docs so h this Oti a Satur¬ 
day morning before sunrise the village drummer gives the 
sigtial to pul out every fire in the village; even smoking is 
forbidden. Next alt Ihc domestic iKiriiMiis, With the excep¬ 
tion of ftuvli T gee^e s and dncks r arm driven otil irsto the Ojttm. 
In front of tile flock* atnE herd 1 ' march two men* whose 
names dtlflng Lhc roremoay inny *i-'i !■ mentioned in lln: 
village. They go into the wood, pick two dry branches. nnil 
having Urlpt themselves of their cfothr* they rub the two 
brands together very hard till they catch fire : then uiih 
the fire ro obtained they kindle two bonfires, am on each 
aide of \i which is known to be frequented by 

wolves. After that the herd i# driven between the two fire*. 
Cuds from the bonfires are thvn taken bade to die village 
ami used so rekindle the fires on the duuMMilc hearths. For 
several days no one may go note the charred and blackened 
ir-tmtih* 03 the bonfires at the tn»Ev road. The res mv\ hi that 
the vampyre h lying there, having -dropped from hh scat Ik> 
tween the cow\ boras when the- anifflbU were driven between 
the two fire?. So if any one w ere to by the *p*jt during 
these days the monster would be sure to trail him by name 
arid to fallow him to the village; whereas If he is left atone, 
a wolf will come at midnight and itrangk him, and in a few 
days the hcfrbrncn can sec the ground Staked with hfo slimy 
hlnod. So that is tlw end of the vampyre- 1 I n (his Bulgarian 
custom, 53 in the Slavonian custom rlc*crib?d above, the 
» ■ 1 1"'option of the need-fin-' a-! a harrier vet up h sween the 
ciiUle and n dsugcrnuii spirit i* clearly worked out. The 
spirit rider the cow till he comes to the narrow pat? between 
1 tut two fires, but the heal there h too much for him ; 
he drops in a fain: from the saddle, or father from the 
horns, and the- itOW riderless animal escapes safe and Kami 
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bc\T>nil the smoke <tn<1 (Inme, leaving her persecutor pn&s- 
traie on lilt ground on the further. side of the blessed 
bflfHcf. 

In Bosnia and Herzegovina there ait some !r>c-i1 diflfcr- 
zncc:- an the mode of kindling the or “living lift," 

jl-s ft b eaKctL Thu* at jablanica both the uprights anti Uie 
roller or cross-piece, which by Its revolution kindles the fire, 
are made of cornel-tree wood ; whereas at Do Inc, near Sara¬ 
jevo, the uprights and the crosspiece or roller are all made 
id Iftnc- wood* In Gacko* contrary to the usual custom, ifie 
tire U made by striking a piece of iron on an anvil, till 
sparks iire given out, which are caught in tinder* The 
“living fire 11 thus produced i* employed h>t purports of 
healing In particular, if my one suiters from wound* nr 
safety uiIk - of the need-fire are sprinkled on the ailing part. 
In Gacko it is also believed that if a pregnant woman wit¬ 
nesses a conflagration, inrr child will either be bom with a 
red eruption on its ikin or will contract the mainly sooner 
or litct afterwards. The only remedy coil-Ue- in aehei of 
Ihc irced fire, which Jre missed with water ami given tp the 
child to drink. 1 

fn England the earliest notice of the rs ml-fire sennit to 
be contained in the Chronicle of Uciiercoai for tire year 
i The anmiibt tclh with pioire horror how, when an 

epidemic wiv raging in ibi.n >imt imonp the cat if c. "certain 
beastly mrn, monks m garb but not in minrl, taughl the 
idiot' of their country to make fire by the friction of wont! 
und to set up an image of ftriepus, whereby Ihey thought to 
succour the animal^ 4 * The use of the necd-fire is paiftfet)- 
irarjy attested for the counties of Yorkshire and Nnrtliuiubcr- 
land* Thus in Yorkshire down to the middle of the 
eighteenth century M the Favourite remedy of the country 
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people* not on!y in I he way of tame* but of prevention, wai 
mti odd one ; it was to ftmoke iht? cattle almost to liiffi^tibn* 
|>y krndlfrig str.iv., lilUrr, and other combustible manor slxuil 
them. The effect* of this mode . f curt &re not siatmS. but 
ihi: most ttingutor part of it wm that by which it wm 
reported to have tteexi iltacomcd. An angel {say* the 
legend)* dr^eended into Yrnrk^lilT^ and there jrtft i large tree 
on fire ; the strange appearance of which c-x else the savour 
of the *mnkc t incited the cattle around f^ome of which were 
infected) to draw near the miracle, when they all cither 
received an immediate cure or all absolute prevqltfoft of the 
disorder* It. is not affirmed that the angel :UiId to sptiik to 
anybody, but only that he left .1 terititn direction for the 
ncighboDring people to catch flu* supernatural fire, and to 
communicate it from erne to another with all possible speed 
threuigfiout the country ; and in case it ikuikl be rKtim 
gushed and Utterly lost, that then new fire, of equal virtue, 
might be obtained, not by any common method, bus by 
rubbing two pieces of wood together till they ignited. I jxm 
whai foundation this story stood* Is not exactly known* but 
it pul the farmers actually into a huny of comiuuniciitttig 
flame and smoke from onr house to another with wonderful 
speech making it run like wildfire over the country /* 1 Again* 
wc read that ■’the father of the writer, w ho died in t H,iJ h in 
his severity'ninth year, had a perfect remembrance of n great 
numbed of person*, belonging to the upper and middle 
cliUKts of his native parish of Howes, assembling on the 
banks of the river Greta to work for need-fire. A disease 
among cattle, called the luumiin, then prevailed to a very 
great extent through that district of Yorkshire. The cattle 
were made to through the smoke raised by I hi* 

mirLicnlous fisc, their cure was looked upon a* certain, 
mid to neglect doing 50 tv ns looked upon wicked This 
Fite w-i^ produced by the violent onti continued bscjion o! 
two dry piece* of wood until inch lime ra it was thereby 
obtained l T"> \vc^rk as though one wa* irking for fieed- 
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fire 1 is n common pm verb m the North of England" At 
Inglcttifi, ;i small soi^n nestling picturesquely a * the of 
the high lull of Ingkborough in western Yorkshire, " within 
the hut thirty yean or so it wa^ a common practice So 
kindle the so-railed Need-tire* by nibbing two pieces of 
wtjoil briskly togcll aft, and setting abtaac a large hasp of 
stick* ant) brushwood, which were dfapowf* and cattle then 
driven through the smoking brands. Till* was thought to 
act a$ a charm agaknrt the spread or dev elopement of the 
various ailments to which cattle are liable, and lhe farmer* 
rant to I lave licul great faith in it- 1 ”* Writing about the 
middle of the nineteenth century, Kemble tells ns that the 
will-lire or need-fire had been used hi Devonshire for the 
purpose of staying a murrain within the memory of auto } 

Si- in NoflbumbcrlamL down in the first half of the 
ninetcKihh century * 1,1 when a con tug tou* distal enters among 
cattlr, the fire* are extinguished 5n the adjacent villager Two 
pieces of dried wood an? then rubbed together urilll fire be 
prodiicetl; with this a quantity of straw h kindled, juniper 
fa thrown into the fi i me, and the cattle are repealed I y driven 
through she smoke, P&tt of the forced fire is ^mt to the 
neighbours, who again forward ii to others, and, as grc.il 
expedition i i used, the fires may be -iron biasing -ver a great 
extent uf country in a very ahem spade df time." 1 h It i* 
'iiniTigr l M -iiiys the antiquary William Henderson, wriling 
about i find the cuitom of lighting * need-fires on 

iho occasion of epidemics among cattle still lingering among 
U5, but so it it The vicar of Stamford ham writes thus 
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respecting ll z * When ihe murrain bpnke on: among the 
cattle ]ibout eighteen ymro ago, thm fire w&s produced hy 
rubbing two pieces of dry wood together, and was carried from 
place to place all through this riUwici, as a charm against 
cattle tpking ihc disease, bonfires were kindled with it K 
and the cal tic driven imo die urttok^ where they were left 
for some time. Many farmer* hereabouts, 1 am informed, 
had the rifrccl-fiinOp^ ^ 4 

In tiie earliest systematic account of the western islands MmW* 
of Scotland wt read ilipt * the (nhftbittnt# here did also make 
ttse of a fire called Tin-tgw t t\t. a forced fire, or fire of nece^ s™ m ifcw 
titty* which they used as »m antidote gainst the plague or 
murrain in calllc; and it was |.Krrformeti thus: all the '---t 
in 1 iic parish were exlinguiflhud, and then eighty-one man -feel 
men,. being thought tlie neccisary nnmltcr \u i eQetNng tlib 
de.dgn, took I wo gnraL plunks of wolrI, and nine of them 
were employed by turns, who by their repeated dlbris nibbed 
out of the again* t die other Until the heat Hints?! 

produced fire; rmd fmm this forced fire each family is 
aupplbd with new fin.\ which is no sootier kindled than a 
pot full of water h quickly set on it, and afterward? iprinkfed 
upon the people Infected with the 1 plague, ok upon lUc cattle 
that have the murrain. And tlili they all **y they find 
succLis^ftil by experts ries it u'a< pracifertj in lh* main 
land, oppudle to the aostUi of Skic + within thews thirty 
years. 1 * r 

In Ute island of Mull, one of the largest of the Hebrides, 
ihe need fire was kindled a* litc ,n 1767 . 11 In ccrtsetjufcjffic )T 

of a disra-ve among the black cattle the jjeuple agreed !u 
perhm .in iftomialbn, though they tMeemcd it a wicked 
thing. They tarried u> 1 lie mp of Cmtmiwr * wheel and 
nine ‘iptndfea of oakwocKl. They uxtiiigiMitu-d eveiy fire in 
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^ THE FIXE FESTIVALS OF KVFOt'E ™ 

cvriy twusc within right of the hill; the whtttl ww ihsn 
turned rrurn unit to west over the nine spindles long cntingb 
to produce 5re by friction. If the fire were not produteii 
hsfofe ruron, the Incan tattoo lost Its effect. They failed fur 
Mitferal days (ttnuhlg. They attributed this failure to lire 
ohutliULcy of one house holder, who would not let his fires 
be put out for what he considered so wrong a purpose. 
However, by bribing his servants they contrived to have 
them extinguished and on that morning raised their fire, 
Urey then ^crifked a heifer, cutting in pieces and burning 
* bdLi. w j|ii e yet alive, live diseased parL They then lighted their 
own Iwartlla from the pik and ended by feasting on the 
remains. Word* of incantation were repeated by an old 
man from Mowcn, who came Over as master of die cere* 
minks, and wire ttjntfnned speaking ail the time the fire was 
bdnff raised. Thh man teas living a beggar sit Udfcdmy. 
Asked to repeat ill* ipctH, he said, the Sin of repealing it 
(ince had brought him to beggary, and Unit lie .lured not 
<;:iv those words again. The whole country believed him 
accursed." 1 From this account we Mr th.it in Mull the 
kindling of the nc'dTirc as a remedy for cattle disease 
was accompanied by thr eocriiiec of one of the diseased 
animal? ; and tlvoagh the two customs arc for the most port 
mentioned separately by our authorities, we msy *urtni$e 
that they were Often, perhaps usually, practised together 
for the piirptrc of checking the ravages of sic knot* In the 
herds,* 

■psptmt- fh the county of Caithness, funning the extreme north’ 
firs'ii e.Lst corner of the tnatidaml of Scotland, the practice of the 
CitsiiL.rii |lfWl ^,^ rc survived down at least to about \Vr lead 

that "in those days, when the stock of any conridcrebk 
tirmer was seired with the murrain, he would send for amt 
of Use charm-doctors to superintend the raising of a vtfd-Jirt, 
ft was done by friction, thus; upon any small island, where 
the stream of a rjvcr or bum ran on cadi side, a circular 
booth WM erected, of -Hour and turf, as it could Ik had, in 
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k'HMi a semicircular or highland temple ot binb. #* other 
hard wool, was set ; and, in short u mufcbstt] on it A 
straight pole was set up in the venire of lids budding, the 
upper erad fitfed by a wooden pin tn she top of the couple, 
and the lower cod in an oblong: frml in tbe earth ur floor T 
and Twtty* another pule u r as set acKtss horizontally, having 
both cuds iRperctf, one end of which was supported in a 
hole in (be -itde of Lite perpctidlpilar pole, and the other hi 
a similar hole m lb* couple kg. The horisonfAl Hick was 
eallc-J the auger. having four short aim:- ox lever* fixed hi 
flu centre to work El by: the LodMing having Eeein ihiu 
finished. as many men its could be collected In th- vicinity* 

(being divcncd of aEJ kimi* of rricUl in th-efr clothe^ rlt-J, 
would set to work with the $aid augci, two after Uv*\ con¬ 
stantly turning it round by the ami* or levers, jmd others 
occasionally driving wedges af wood or atone b-hiud the 
lower end of the upright pole, flo as to prr^ it the more 
on the end of the auger: by thh amstant friction and 
pm^urc, the ends of the auger would take fire, from which 
a fire would be instantly kindled, and thus the wmijifr* 
would l*= aixomplklwd The fire in the farmer'-, hnUAe< etc. 
was immediately quenched with water, a she kindled Imm 
this ivcelfirc, t k>i 1»« in the famtdintJscs and offices, and the 
caitir brought to fed the vniokc of this new and sacred lirt K 
w hich preserved lJuns fn-m the ttnm-dn M * 

The last rceonlerl case of the neetMtn- in Caithnrrsi rtwi^i 
happened in t $&q or IH to. At Htiistry, Dun heath, a crofter 
iMined Havid Gunn had imde for him *df a, kill-yard and fn 
doing so had wilfully encroached on one of thrive prehistoric 
rums called dratAi, winch the people of the neighbourhood 
believed to be a fairy habitation. Soon afterwards a murrain 
hrofet out among the cattle of the district and carried off 
many beasts So the w i$e men prit their bead-* ingtthcr and 
resolved to light n ttinr-tigin or nced-htc rs the he r way 
of stopping The plague. They cut ft branch from a tree 
In a rough brairiiig wood* stripped it of burk t imi1 ouried it 
a *ma!l htnud in the Ilausr ry Burn. Every fire m the 
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district having been quenched, new fire was made by the 
fnelKii of wood lu lire island; and from this sacred (lame 
all the hwtrth-j of the houses were (It afresh. One of the 
slicks used in making the fire was preserved down to about 
the end of the nineteenth century; apparently the mode of 
operation was the one known aa the fire-drill; a pointed 
stick win twirled in a hole mode In another stick till fire 
was el idled by tits friction. 1 

Another account of the use or Deed-fire in the Highlands 
0 f Scotland m» as follmv* ; h When, by the neglect of the 
«™faitw p,«erilied safeguard![against witchcraft], the seeds of iniquity 
H-dBistnU hftve root, and a penon’s. means ate decaying in conse¬ 

quence, the only alternative, in this caw, I* to resort to that 
grand remedy, the Tfin iZ-ovutA. or ‘Forlorn Fire.' which 
seldom fails of being productive uf the beat effects. 11 is 
cure far witchcraft, called 7Vw» ^’wri, is wren grit in the 
following manner;—A consultation being held by the unhappy 
sufferer and his friend a as to the most advisable measures ol 
effMluig a cure, if this process i> adopted, notice is privately 
communicated to all those householders is bo reside within 
the nearest of two running streams, to extinguish their light* 
and fires on some appointed morning. On its being ascer¬ 
tained ihat this notice has been duly observed, a spinning- 
wheel, or some other convenient instrument, calculated to 
produce fire by friction, is set to work with the must furious 
earnest;!**! by the unfortunate sufferer, and all who wish 
well !u hit cause. Relieving each other by turns, they drive 
on with such persevering diligence, I hat at length the spindle 
of the wheel, ignited by excessive friction. emits ‘forlorn fire 1 
In abundance, which, by the application ol" tow, nr some 
other combustible mate-rial is widely extended over the whole 
treighlmuibood, CoamiuDicaiJug the fire to the tow, the tow 
co mi mi ideate* it to a candle, the candle to a lir-torch. the 
torch to a cartful of peat*, which the master of the cere* 
monies, wilt* pious ejaculation* far the iuefles* of the 
experiment, distribute" In messengers, who will proceed with 
jhrftl'Uis of it to the different houses within the said two 
running stream*, to kindle the different fires. By the influence 
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of this <is- c4tiL.Li, th« madilimlom and ipcIU d witchcraft 
sire rendered hull and void / 1 

In vjiriaiiM \mts of the Highhitds of Scotland the ne*d- Akuiui^ 
fin: w^lS still kindled during the fir*t half of ihe nineteenth nXLwf* 
century, a* we Irani from the foil raving account — »*atank 

41 netd fire, need-fife r forced fire, fire produced mj npwjB 

by the friction of wood or iron against wood. uini! ^ 

* The fire of purification was kindled horn the iidti-fire* 
while the domestic lire on t be health was re- kindled from 
the purification fire m the knolh Among other names, ifrer amwj 
purification fire wsis taikd Trine Bhe&Ut fire of lkub and 
Tttttt putr Bha* rV, great fire * ! . t Ih-u!. The fir.' of 1 Win w ■+ 
divided into two finr- between which people and Oi ilk 
rushed Jiistmlly for purposes of purification' The ortle.il 
was tiding, as may be inferred from phrarat mill current. 
h tttidfm srt na ttin* fmiha Bktmi , * Hotter I* this than the 
hot fine of Ben !. 4 Replying to his grandchild, an old man 
in Lcwb . . * 1 Mary 1 soiinfe, it were ivonc for me to 
du ' hat for thee than to go he tv, ten the two great fires 
of Beat/ 

“The ncid-firc was retried to in imminent ot autusal 
calamity upon the first day of the quarter* and to ensure 
success in great or important evenly 

"The writer conversed with several pernons who #iw the Tin rtisnl 
neid*fire trunks and who jot net I In the ceremony. As 
mentioned dscwhere F a woman iu Arran, said that her lather, 
and the other men of the townliind, made the ndd-firc cm 
the knot I on La hunt ft* BfaUkftm —Yellow Dur of Bdtacc 
They led the fire from cumft wror flwmV/A great 

bundles of sacred faggots brought to the knoll on Bdt^ne 
Eve, When the sacred fire became kindled, the people 
rushed home and brought Ihcif herds and drove them 
ttsrough and round the fife C«f purification in sain tlrem 
from die l*Atw hfimiteadt whsr Xk Crmfflin Jt/itr i reutai *-— 
the groat arch ivisdi Mac Cranford* now" Crawford, Thai 
wuji in the second deende of this ecrttliry- 

M Juhn Macpbfltl, Mfddkqunrttfr* North Ubt. said that 

» W I Irani ^ Ml ketft, Griiittht +? J-.J> • M*r*ft*m 

Svftrrtftifrii i mJ / { iriyi Amui**rn*l\ T*mfitum #am f*tt lift (Luiiui*, 186 j.U 
••*/ fi* V M,iiUjitJ (Editt pi, 1 - 53 
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the last occasion w which ill if ndd-fire wui in Nqrih 

Uisi -.v.t? AAjui'Aiw jtw fl/jiriVAr — Uif year of ihtr 

yellow ffnnw—rSag (?> TIm: &rmw lay sa deep and 
remained so long nn the ground* that it brume yd low. 
Some suggest that the snow was originally yellow* a» mow 
b ocrasuHiaSiy red Ttife ex imoral inary continuance ol 
snow caused inudi vrcm! and suffering throughout the Isles, 

The people ol' North Utat cxtingnishGd their own fires and 
generated a purification fin: rat Sail Dhandch* Sob as, The 
fire waj produced from an oak fog by rapidly boring witli 
an anger. 1 his was ftccompltahr'1 by liic exert in mi of m 
raw—-the nine nines of first-begotten 
sons* From the udd-nm produced on the knoll the people 
uf the parbh obtained fire for their dwdlings. Many cults 
and cercmunits were observed on the occasion, cults and 
ceremonies in which Fagan rami Christian beliefs inter mingled 
Saii DJutnuih. Oak Log, obtained its name from the log of 
oak for the ne Lb fire being I he re. A fragment of tlivi log 
riddled wtlh auger links marks a grave in Clarfh Sg£aiah\ 
the btnybig-gmnnd of SgmaUir, fn the neighbourhood 

“Mr, Alexander Maikiiy, L .fjnhorgls. a native ol Kciy, 
Sutherland, my ** My father was the skipper uf a fishing 
wet, Iklbre beginning operation* for the season* the crew 
of the boat met at night in out Istm-n? to settle accounts f+ r 
the past, and lo plan Operation for thtf new scaidtL My 
mother and The rest of m were aent to bed I lay jn dc 
kitchen, Atiri wza li^tniung and watching, though tiny 
111 on g lit I wjli asleep. After the men had icitM I heir past 
alFaiff arid future plran^ they put nut the fife on the hearth* 
not a spark being sdEmved to live- They then rubbed two 
piecift of wood orir: .igrainst a natheT mpidEy as to produce 
nrc, the men joining In one nita tin■ Other, and working 
with the Utmost energy and nwi r aiEpwiiig the friction To 
relax- From this friction fire they rekindled the fire on the 
hearth* from which ah the men present earned away a 
kindling to their own homes. Whether their success wfitt 
due To ilidr skill* their industry* their ^severance. or to 
the ndd-firc* I do not know* but I know ifiAt they were 
much the inns: succcs^fid crew in the pi nee. They met on 
Saturday, and went to church an SuitJ.ty like the good men 
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BrttJ Ih«* gLXTul Oidrtiiiiu lliey were —a Utile of ihtfr Pagan 
lailli minglu^ with Ihdr Christian belief l hav: reason tc» 
believe tls.it other err.'s hi ihe place as well as my father's 
cfttt pnu.tij.vd the neitl-li«." 

‘A man ,U i fdni-tluLe, SuthtuUnJ, saw the 
made in his Lwiyh) wd 

" The Ttcltl'firc wha made in North UtsJt al-ont the year 
(SJf), in Arran about 1820, ill IleluiAdjile about 1S i 8, in 
Stray about 18jo."' ’ 

Vrt'in thfi forcgnltig account we learn that in Arran I he in. »■- 
annual Hdtane fire was regularly made by the frieiinn of 
rood,and that it wuUmiJ to pMe-.i men and c.Uil.- ignmit 
,i ffjint witch. When we remember that IfcHain; tee or * 1 " 
Lht Hvc of May fray (Walpuigta Night) is the great 
witching time of the year throughout Europe, we may 
surmise (hat wherever bonfires have teen ceremonially 
kindled on that day It has been dtiftf simply jm a pitouitfen 
against witchcraft ; indeed this motive Is expressly elkfird 
not only in Scotland, but in Wales, lire l ie of Man, and 
runny parti of Central hiiropr.* It desert'd, fmthcr, to be 
noticed thrrt In North Ulst the wood used to himlle Ure 
ncod lire was oak, and that the nine timirt nine men by 
whose exf 1 lions the flame »js eUcltni were >iil find hum 
twits, Apparently the first-born son of - family vra* thought 
to be endowed wilh more magical virtue Ilnur hi* youHer 
brothers. Similarly m the t nnjauh " the supernatural ptmer 
nserlbaJ lo tlsc first born is not due lo hi* teing unlucky, 
but the idea underlying the belief 'fit fit* t" te 'hat being 
1 he finE product of the pa rent a, he inhetii- the spiritual 
poner: (or turtguctbnn) in a high degree. Ihts success <>f 
f.j. i. p(-fiitns In slopping rain and bail and m iltipcfying 
snakes h proverbial. It fc believed ih(*' a br^l chIM bom 
with feet forward can cure backache by kicking the patient 
In the back, on .1 crossing."* 
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In the flrtrth-ejufi of Abej^kensiike nnd tht neigh¬ 
bourhood, wht^ii ihe c^tTle-diicaft known a* * the m quafter-lli 1 ^ 

brake out, " ilift 1 TTish. wheel 1 iv:i* =-el in hint kin and 

turned till Ere wai produced. From this virgin fitiine 
firti were kindled in the byres. At the same time, U 
neighbours requeued the favour, live <mU were given them 
to kindic fitgs for the purifkalfon nf then liom^tcnds and 
tLiming off the disease, Fumigating the byres wilh jumper 
wwi 4 method adopted to ward off dfaeasi Such a fire was 
called a needfyre/ The kindling of ii came under the censure 
of the Pieaby t cry At tiines, N * 

In Perthshire the need-fire ivas kindled as a remedy foe 
c*ttle*di9ea.H£ tile an 1826. "A wealthy old farmer, 
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having lent several of l\U cattle by some disease ..ry prevalent 
at present, and bein^ To account lor it in no way 
rationally a 1 ? by witchcraft, had recourse to ilic ii>! lowing 
remedy, i^mmcnild to him by a word sister in his neigh¬ 
bourhood, aa an effect uni protect inn from the attacks of ttie 
foul fiend A few tfEqneft were piled together in the barn- 
yard, and wwdeo:*b having hern laid thereon, the (net was 
ignited by t itffi-Jir*, shat is fire obtained by friction ; the 
ncifthlxuirs having been called in to witness the solemnity, 
the cattle were made to p«$i Through the flames, in the order 
of theft dignity and age* ctunwiTcmg with the horses and 
ending with the swin& The ceremony having been duly 
and decorously gone through, a neighhoming fittnjerobsctved 
to the enlightened owner of the herd, that he* along w sth his 
family, ought to have followed the example of ihc cattle, and 
the sacrifice to Baal would have been complete- 14 * 

In County Leitrim, Treland* in order to prevent fevtr tip««*«i 
from spreading, "all the fifes ou the town ton >K and the two 
adjoining one on each side would he put out. Then the 
men of the three fcmvnfambs would come to one house,, and 
get two large blocks of uwal One would lx; &cl hi Eh>- 
gtoumi, and the other otic, fitted wIUi two handle^ placed on 
the tup of it. The men would then draw the Upper bfnek 
backward# and forward* over the Lower uni Li fitc w-as pro¬ 
duced by frfcth u ( and from this the fif&s would hr l ight til 
Tfcu* would prevent the fever from spreading 4p¥ 

Thus it Appear* that In many puns of EurojM? iL luu 
been customary to kindle fire tiy the friction of w ood for Lhe + ,-^ 
purpose of curing nr preventing the spread uf dlsew, ^* ■»* 
particularly among catilr. The ms>de of ntriklug a light by 
rubbing two dry sticks a gain it each nthcr 3 # the one to which * |r ■? 
all over she world lavage* have most commonly united for „ lllHat 
the lake of providing diefn^dves with (We, 1 and we can 
icarceSy doubt that live practice of kindling the iicedfim 
in this primitive fiudifon is merely a survival from tin? lime 
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vA THE FiKE-m> rn\tLS OF ElfXOFE fauX 

when tfiitf ravage forefathers lit all their fire* in lluu way. 
Not!ling' is so ennscrtallvc of old cu.tmus ^ ftr%tau* vir 
mpgkfl! ritU4l h which in vests thr rdrrs of the past wish 
an atmosphere of mystcrlaiw virtue and sanctity. IV the 
educated mind it seems obvious that it fin which a mAfi 
kind ten with :hc sweat of ins brow by Iaboriousty nibbing one 
stick Against each other can posses neither more n- ir less 
virtue than one which he bn struck m moment by the 
friction of a tudfcr match ; bat to the ignorant and fu{-cr- 
Btitkrtrt this truth is (hr from apparent, and accordingly they 
take infinite paint to do in a roundabout way what they 
might have dotie directly with the greatest case* ami what, 
even when it L done, is of no use whatever for the purpose m 
hand, A vast proportion uf the labour which mankind Ims 
expended thrutighnut tlic ages lias been no better spent: it 
has been like the stone of Sisyphus eternally rolled up 
hill only to revolve ctemilly down ELgaiu, or like the water 
poured for ever by Uic DunafeL* into broken pitcher* which it 
could never fill. 

The curious notion that the need-fire cannot kindle i! 
any cither fire remains alight in the ifAighbaitrhcnd eems to 
Imply that fire if conceived as a unity which is broken up 
into fraction* ami mu frequently wakened in exact proportion 
to the number of places where it bums; hence in under to 
obtain it at fuii strength you mu »t light it only at a single* 
pofiil, Ibr Mien the flame will hunt out with a conccnliatcd 
energy derived from the tributary fires which burned ati ill 
thiicxilngutshcd hearths of the country, So in a il J* 

if all the gas were turned off slrupE tan eons !y at all the burner! 
but one, the H.mc would no doubt blare: at that one burrirf 
with a ffenzene-is heiuSs m no single burner could ah*M when 
all are burning at the same rime. The analogy may hr;p 
m to understand the process Of reasoning which fends ihc 
peasantry to in* fat on the extinction of all common fire * when 
the need fire is about lo be kindled. Perhaps, too, it may 
partly explain that ceremonial extinction of ati old fues 
on other occasions which fa often required by custom 3 * h 
preliminary to llie lighting of a new and sacred fiac. 1 We 
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liMVt ftctn that in ilk* Highlands of Sttdlaud alt common 
fira werr cxtiTigimlttri on the Eve of May-day lia 4 pre- 
pamiton I'm kindling the Bcllane bonfire by frktinn tot 
morning; 1 and! no doubt the reason for the extinction was 
ihe -ame a* in the rase of the need-fire. Indeed wt may 
i^yme with .1 fair degree of proWhilk} that the need-fire 
wivs the parent Of the periodic fire ■ feat ivab ; at fin-t invoked 
only at irregular Interval* to cure certain evils as they 
occurred, the powerful virtue of fire was afterwards employed 
at regular intervals to prevent the occurrence r«f the .«mr 
evils a-, well as to rrmcilj T such a* had actually arben. 

The need -fire of Europe has Us parallel in u ceremony tumi 
wlifdi used to be observed by the Iroquois fndhtns of N^rtfr 

America. “ Formcily when an epidemic ptcvailed among .. 

the InujEjoiii despite the efforts to ^tny it, it wuf customary 
for the principal shaman to order the fiTv< in every cabin to 
he e-vtingui: Tied and the jistirs and cinders to be care fully 
remover I; for it was believed that the pcgiilcncc wjlb sent as 
a punishment for neglecting to rekindle *ncw fire, 1 or because 
of the niAtmcr m which the fire ihett In had been kindled. 

So, after all the fines were out. two suits Isle logs of slippery 
din (6YwifJ/rr/;.w) were provided for the new fire. One of 
tiic logis wai from six ter right inches fa diameter and fn>rn 
eight to ten feet Itmg \ the oilier was from ten to twelve 
inches in diameter and aExmt ten feet long, About midway 
across I lie larger log a dineifumi notch or cut about six 
inehes deep was made, ami in the wed^e-shaped notch punk 
was p(aci , :.l- The ii'kt i lo_; was drawn rapidty to and fro in 
11 .r.: eui by four jinuu^ men eTmsen for Use purpose until ihe 
punk was ignite J by tlsc friction lliiis produced Ik ft* re and 
during the pfo^rw of the work of igniting ihe flic the 
shaman vu.ifvdy -iprfnkkd hmr-JSiV^-wi!} ‘real tobacco/ there 
several time* Into the ctindTonn notch ami offered earnest 
prayers to the Ffre^god, b* ■uecchirtg him * to aid. to and 
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to redeem the j*cople from their calamities Hu Igniltd 
punk Wl j .5 used to light a targe bonfire, and then the tread ol 
every family was required so sake home 'new fire 1 to rekindle 
a fine in his or licr fire-place " 1 

§ 9 Tit Safrtjict of m Ant mu! t& stay ft Cdtiif-Pln.jite 

Sometimes apparently in England as well as in Scotland 
the kindling of n need-fire was Accompanied by the -srnfice ol 
acair. fl uk. in Xorlhampttmshirc, at some time during the 

first half of the nineteenth century. Miss C --and her 

cousin walking saw a fire in a field and a crowd round It. 
nwsi- ?.aid, 1 Wlrat L. the matter? ' Killing ^ calf. 1 'What 
fi.r >' ’ To stop lire murrain: They went »way as quickly u 
(khhIIiIc On * peaking to the clergyman he made enquiries. 
The people did not like to Uik of lire affair, but it appeared 
thdf when there 1*. a distal among the cows or the cal ires arc 
born sickly, they sacrifice (It. kill arnl hum) one ' for good 
luck: " 1 It U not here taid that the fire was a need-fire, of 
which Indeed the two hurrifivd ItuUc* had probably never 
heard; but the analog} 1 of tire parallel custom In Mull 1 
rentier* it probable that in Northamptonshire ubo tin: fi» r 
iva-- kindled by the friction of wt, id, and that the call or 
some part of it was burnt in the fire. Certainty the practice 
of burning i -ingle animal alive in order to save all die 
other-* would -v.-rra to have imefl not uncommon ill Eng'arn.l 
down to the nineteenth century. Thus a farmer in Corn¬ 
wall about the year rioo, having lo-t many cuttle by 
disease, and tried many *cnts:Ii-'s in v-iin, consulted with 
some of his neighbours and laying their heads u?j;ctb«-r 
*• they recalled to iheir recollections a lute, which tradition 
had handed down from remote antiquity, that the calamity 
would not cca«e until he hud actually burned ultvt the fin* 4 * 
call which he had upon his firem ; but that, when this sacrifice 
was made, the murrain would afflict his cattle no mote, 
Accordingly, on a day appointed they met, lighted a iat» c 
fire, [jI.ul-.! the be^t calf in it, and standing round lire blaring 
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pjj* deevc the animal with pitchfork* hack {uto the dame* 
whenever it attempted in tFC-pe. Thu» the victim »U» 
burned alive lo save the rc^t of thr callIr, 1 " There can U 
no di nbt hut that s belief prevailed until a very rrcciit 
period. aiao»|^t ihc smill farming in the district;, remote 
from towns in Cornwall, that .v living sacrifice appeased ihc 
wroth of God. This sacrifice must be by fife; and I hive 
heard it ergued that the Bible gave than warranty for this 
belief , . . VV hile correcting these sheet* I am informed of 
two recent instance* of this :'■'<]pcnHitir-n. One of them was 
the sacrifice of a calf by n farmer near Forlri-stlh, for the 
purpose of removing a disease which had long followed hi* 

1 lories and lit* cows. The other w.n tb burning «l a living 
Limb, to save, as the tanner said, 1 hb Stock-* bnm spell* 
which had been cast on 'em "' 1 In a recent account nf the 
frre-festtvsd* of Wales wr read that " l have also heard my 
grandfather and father say that in timer gone Hy the {**$)* 
would throw a calf in the fire when there was any disease 
among the herds. The same would be done with a riwcp 
if there was anyth inn the matter irilh a Hock. I cin re¬ 
member myself seeing cattle being driven between two fires 
to ‘nop Ihe dlsciisc spreading/ When in later tiinr. i: 
not cdti'-filerctl hunmne to driver the cattle between the fircr\ the 
Iretrlsmen were accustomed to force the animals over th 1 ■ is cod 
arhe* in protect them against vatiOos nilmcnts. H riling 
about 1 8 * 36 , the antiquary W, ItciKlcHOn says tbnt a live ns 
was burned near |-J all whistle In Northumberland “only !wm*y 
yearn ago " lo stop* murrain,* "About the year 1 8 JQ disease ( 

broke out among; thr cattle of -l small lann in thi parish . _,. g 
RrSoUu, Black isle, Ross-shire- The farmer prevailed on - 
hiv wife to undertake a journey lo a wise woman of renown 
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in Banflkhlre to a-.k a charm agnirr^t the rftbets of she*Hi 
reJ 1 he tong journey nf upwards of fifty miles was j*r. 
formed by the good wife. met the charm was got. One 
chief thing ordered was to burn to death a pig, anrl sprinkle 
the -v hr ‘r ovi?.- itie byre arid other farm buildings, Thin 
order was carried out, except that the pig was hilled fnefi re 
it was bumf*!. A more terrible sacrifice was made ;u Simtrs. 
One of the diseased animats was rubbed over with Lnr t driven 
forth, set on fire, and allowed to run rill it fell down and 
diet! 11 * Living animals have been burnt alive En soerflkc 

within memory' to avert the loss of other stock. The 
burial of three puppies ’ bram]i*i wise' m => field Is ;up- 
poied to rid h of weeds. Throughout the rural dh-tricU 
of Devon witchcraft is an arth le of current faftln and the 




toad is thrown Into the names ce an ernijHary of therrit 
one.”* 


But why, we may asfc, should the bunting alive of a calf 
or a sheep Lie supposed lo save the rrnt of the herd or the 
flock from the murrain? According to nnc writer, *5 we 
have ’ecu, the burnt sacrifice was ilmuglit ro appear the 
wrath of God/ The idea of appe^ttg the wrath of a 
ferocious deity by burning art animal alive fe probably 
no more than a fhfrdogkaj gloss put on an old heathen rftfif 
ih would hardly occur to thi- simple mmd of an English 
bumpkin, who, though he may be stupid, is nm m turally 
enH and fine* not conceive of a divinity who takes di> 
itghi in the font van plat bn nf suffering. To hb think- 
tug God has little or nothing to do with the murrain* 
but witches, ill- wishers, and fairies have a great deal to 
do with ih The English farmer who burned one <rf 
his lambs alive said that he dhl it lf to save ft!* flocks 
from h'pdb which had been entA cm them ™ ; and the Scotch 
farmer a ho bidden tu bum ti pig aSivr for a similar 
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pttrpu^. I *n who hitiJ the Immunity Uj kill the *ulmaJ fs?*t B 
bdlweil that tlai - wa* a remedy fw the " evil eye iT wbjdi 
hud bc*n east Uji-m hb beast*. Again* we read that H a 
farmt:r t wht> h™d acre*, nmJ who was in many 

rcipettv -v ieniiibk man* was gmatly annoyed to find that 
hi^p cattle became diseased in (he spring. Nothing could 
wtbfy him hut tli.it they wem bewitched. and he was 
t&ulml to find oui the ptincm who had cast the evil eye on 
hb own. According to an anciently prescribed rule, the 
farmer look one of hit bullocks and bled it to death, catching 
ah ill e blood on be fit! ley of stra* Tile bloody strain ivu-. 
then piled Into ,i lienpmni act on fifr Burning with a vast 
quantity of smoke, the former rjtpeetal 10 mv ihe witch, 
cither in rc-^i3ity or in shadow, amidst the smoke/’ 1 Seth 
reason* c^pre^i thermal belief* of the peaBifil*. "Gftltlt, 
like lunnan being-, wot exposed to ihe itifiucnrts of the 
evil eve, of fora peeking > and of the casting of CVfl Witches 
and warlocks did the work of evil among their tidgUttUto 
cattle if ihdr singer had been amused In any way. The 
fairies often, wrought injury amongst cattle. Evoy animal 
thru died suddenly was kilted by the dart of the Carries, or 
In rhe language of (he people; was 1 shot-a-dead/ Flint 
Arrows and spear-beads worst by the name of * faery drills/ 

_ . „ When an untinnl died suddenly the canny woman of 
the district Was stent for to search for the * faery dairt/ and 
in due cuurM die found bur* to the great Albfactfm oi the 
owner of the dead anlira!/'* 

But how, wfc must still ask, can burning an animal alive MmJj ^ 
hre&k tile *pdl that has been U|»ii its fallows by u 
witch or .i warkick ? Snnic U; T ht h thrown rm the question u^-in— i 
by Uir ro|(Lnvj3i|‘ account oi measures winch rustic w^rsicrc-? . i 
In Suffolk arc .rid to liave adopted a* a remedy for witchcraft* 

H A woman ] knew forty-three years had been employed by 
my predecessor to lake caic of hi* pouhry. At the tunc 1 
Came to tnakc her acquaintance riie was a bedridden tooth* 

U&+ croue* with chill and nose ail but meeting* She did 
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uat dJkcoiu.ige In her neighbours the idea ihit she knew 
tijofc than people ought to know* and had marc power than 
other* had. Many years before 1 knew her it happened one 
spring Hint the ducks, u-bkh were a part of heir charge, 
faded to lay eggs, - » She -it mice took it fur granted that 
the duck- ]uitd been bewitched, This mkbdkf Invoked 
very shocking consequences, for it noccsaiUtrd the Idea thttt 
40 diabolical Mi act could only h<1 combated by dialxillod 
cruelty, Ami the t dfabalftnl act of cruelty die could 
imagine was that of baking alive In a hot oven one of the 
duck** And that was what -her dhL Ik sequence id 
thought la her mind was that the spell that had been laid 
on the duck s was that of pniemat lira Sty wicked wilfulu^. 
that thia fj»ll could only t* broken through intensity' ot 
-uHerir.^, in Hii* ctl*c death by 'burnim; . that the intensity 
of 'suffering would break the spell fn the our mailed to 
death i ami that Mte apell broken in one >vould be altogether 
broken, that i*, in all the ducks. , , , Shocking, ho were t t 
a* wu> thin iTrcthod erf cxondslrjjj the d ticks, there *** 
nothing in it original Just about a hundred years bd.-rc,, 
everyone in the town and neighbourhood of Ipswich hud 
heard, and man)- hud believed, that a witch had been burnt 
to death in her own house at Ipgivich by the process cd 
bunting alive one of the sheep she had bewitched. It was 
curions, but it was as convincing as curious. that the hands 
and feet of Ibis witch were the only parts of her that had 
not been Incinerated. Tilts, however* was satisfactorily ex 
plained by the face that the four feet of the sheep, by which 
it hud been suspended over the lire, had not been destroyed 
in the dames that had consumed its body .* 1 According to 
a slightly different account of the same tragic hiddcnt. the 
k*t of I he - Ips witch witches, 1 " one Grace Pett t ^Tnid her 
hand heavily on n farmer's sheep, who, in order to punish 
her. fastened otic of the sheep hi the ground and burnt it* 
except the feet, which were under iUc earth, The next 
morning Grace Veit Was found burnt !o a cinder, except hci 
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feet Her fate is recorded in the PhttetrphL&l TmHatiitm 
a* h a‘r of sjwnianijciua combturion ,'" 1 

This last anecdote is irurtrnctive, if [n rhaps not strictly fo tumnie 
aulheistic, tl shews that tn burning alive otic of a bewitched 
flock «r herd what you rojlh do t<- hum the witch, who iiuunijd* 
t3 either actually incarnate in the ultima I or perhupi mons J^ 1 * - 
probably Blands in .% relation of sympathy with it so dose an i- 
altno.it io annum to identity. Hence if you bum the creature 
to mints, you utterly destroy the witch a nr! thereby save the 
whole of tilt TCHt of the dock or herd from her ahomimibFc 
machination*; whereas if >-ou only partially burn the animal, 
allowing some pan? of it to efc-iftc the dames, the witch « 
rtnly hai! baked, and her power for mi:chief may lie hardly, 
if at nil. impaired by the grilling- We can now see that in such 
maiter? huif-mcasures arc useless, To kill the animal (ini 
and burn it afterwards is a weak compromise, dictated no 
doubt by a welt-meanl but utterly mistaken kindness: it is 
like shut tin K the stable-door when the steed is stolen. foi 
ohritnjsly by leaving the amind's. and therefore the witch's, 
body nearly intact at the moment of de.uh, it allows her soul 
to escape and return safe and sound to her own human 
body, which all the time fs probably lying quietly at home 
in bed. And the same train of reason kg that justifies 
the burning alive or bewitched animals justifies and Indeed 
requires the burning alive of the witches thenuelves; it b 
realty ill- only way of destroying the in, tvniy and soul, 
and therefore of t.!inroughly extirpating the whole inferuid 
crew. 

In the Ts5.Sc- o! Man the practice of burning car. tie aJivc TVortkr 
in order to slop a murrain seems to have persisted down to no**** 
a lime wIUiJji living memory. On this jub]cct 1 will quote i‘«c« 
the evidence collected by Sir John Rhys: w A respcelaWe 
farmer from Andreas told me that he was driving with Ms «***“■ 
wire to the neighbouring parish <;f Jtrrby Jnmr year* ftg-J r 
anil that on the way they beheld the carca?.' or n cow or an 
cut burning in a field, with « woman engaged In u bring ihr 
fire. On reaching the village tr, j hlch they were going, 
they found that the burning beasl belonged to a farmer 
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whom they knew. They W*« further told It was tie. wonder 
that I he said farmer had one of Ills cuttle burnt, as several 
of them had recently died Whether Hu» wo a rase of 
sacrifice or not I cannot -ay, But let mt \>ivc you another 
instance: a man whom l have already inentloiuii, ns 
form nearer the ccuirr of the island a live call beirig burnt. 
The owner bears an English mittie, but his family' has long 
boon settled in Man. The farmer's explanation to my 
tnformant was that the calf was burnt to secure luck for the 
rest of die herd, some of which were threatening to die. 
My informant thought there was absolutely nothing the 
matter with them, except that they had too little 10 -.iL 
jl,- Min t- .1? it m r/. the one calf wa tecrificcd as burnt' 
offering to secure luck for the rest of the cattle- Lot me 
here also quote Mr, Moore’s note in his Men* Htnemsmti, p 
1$4, on 1 lie |jJjcr! name Cabbtd yn On rid Los/zt, or the 
Chapel of live Burnt Sacrifice, ‘This name,’ he sajr. 
'record* * circumstance which took place in the ninctcenlh 
century 1 bul whs eh, il Is lo be hoped* vvaj never cudtoP) 
in the Isle Of Msil A farmer, who had lost a number of 
his sheep and cattle by murrain, burned a calf as a pro- 
ph Salary offering to the Deity on this spot* whetc n chapel 
was afterwards built Htrtite the nam**-' Particular^ 1 
may say k of time* place, and permit could be cisdy added (& 
Mr Moored statement, excepting, perhap* ** tv the licliy in 
question ; on that point I have never been informed, blit 
Mr. Moore b probably right in the use of the capital A ** 
the sacrincef i? T necnrdmg to till accounts, a highly drvotil 
Christian, One more instance: :m octogenarian woioait, 
born in the parish oi Bride, and HOW living ;U Kbk Andrew 
saw, when she was a ' lump of a girl' of ten or fifteen ye* 7 * 
of age, a live sheep being burnt in it field in (lie parish 
of Andreas, on May-day! whereby she meant the first ui 
May reckoned according to the Old Style. She 
very decidedly that it was sw "as n sucrili.c, ^ 

put it. and * for an object to the public 1 ; those were ter 
word* when she pressed herself in English, FurthtfV she 
made the statement that It was a custom lo hum a sbisp 
on old May-day for a sacrifice ! was fully ®° * 
[merest of ilh evidence, and cros s-examtned her so fa r ,t! 
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her ji;;£ nlW^ of ft, and l fine! that she adheres to her 
statement with ill firmness,* 1 

Hue Manxman hum beasts when they are dead a* well 
a* when they are alive a : and their melons for burning the 
deid animals may help us lo understand their reasons to r 
burning the Hying animals. On this subject ! will again 
quote Sir John Kbps; “When a beast men on a farm* of 
Gouts* it dies, according to the old fashioned view of things 
as 1 underlain! jt ( from the influence of the evil eye oi Hie 
ifiterposition of a witch, So if you want 10 know to whom 
you are indebted for the toss of the beast, you have aimjfly 
to bum its carcase in the open air and watch who comet 
first to the spot or who first parries by ; that k I fie criminal 
to be charged with the death of the animal and be cannot 
help coming ihcie—such is the effect of the fire. A Mldud 
woman, who i= now about thirty, feta Led to me how she 
watched while the carcase of a bewitched coll was burning, 
how she saw the witch coming, and how she remembers her 
shrivel let} face, with nose and chin fn close proximity. 
According \o an other native of Michael, a w r Q-InlbfiJied 
middle-aged man. the animal In qnestfon wai chctiest a calf, 
and it was wont to be burnt whole, skin and al! + The ttbjort, 
according to him, k in variably to bring the be watcher On. 
the spot and he always comes ; but I am not clear what 
happens to him when Jiv appears, My ftrfonnanE ruUkif, 
however, that it was believed tluit, tinier the Lx wl Leber got 
possession of the heart of ilw= burning beast, he lost all hh 
power of bewitching,'' 1 
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There rlatemcnlb fhcw thftt in tbt Mr ill Mats the 
sympathetic relation between the wrLch and hii or hrr 
animal victim b telle ved to te do*e that by Imraiiri : : the 
animal you cmnpcl th« witch !<i appear- Th- original idea 
may have been that, by virtue nf a mugk sympathy w hich 
hittd* the two together, whatever harm you do to she animal 
ts. fell by the wileb as if it were done to herself. That no:ton 
A'oulil folly explain why Mmx people used also to burn 
tewildwrd aniiiudu alive ; in doing so they probably imagined 
that I hey ivere simultaneously burning the flitch who hud 
cosL the sprit on their caitk. 

TMa cxplflUaiion oi the rcown for burning ti bewitched 
animat, dead or ahW* is confirmed by the parallel belief 
concernin'; wcrc-wolve^ U h commonly [supposed that 
certain met] and women can Irani form themselves by magic 
art into wolves or oilier anlmohc but that any wound 
inflicted oti such a ttmt ■formed beast (a were-wolf or otter 
wer e-animal) k iknullancDualy inflicted on the human body 
of x\\r witch ot wcirhxk who had Irrmiforrned herself Of 
himself into the creature, 1 Ids belief is widely dfFused '< it 
meets u> in Europe, Asia, an -I Africa For example, Qians 
Magnus tclli it- rimt in LIvsmfi. not many years before he 
wrotrj ,i nobfe lady had a depute with her slave on the 
iiibjcct of nere-vmUeiv site doubting whether Uicir were 
any *uch things* and he maintaining that there were. To 
crwincr her he retired to a room, front which he sqqu 
appeared tn the form of a wolf Being chased by the dogs 
into she for^ii and brought to l?ay, the wolf defended Him- 
v:lf ricraJy, but lost an eye In the struggle Next day Lite 
iUve relumed t Iris mktre^ in human form hut with only 
one eye- 1 Again; it happened in llte year *5^8 that a 
gentleman in a village attmng titer mountain! of Auvergne, 
looking out of the window on? evening, a friend uf law 
going out to hunt- He fagged him to bring him back 
some -if hii bag, and hii friend said That he fluuld Wei!, 
he had mil gone very fur before he met a huge wolf, 
fired and missed it, and the sirinml attacked him furiously, 
hut he *twd on his guard and with an adroit stTufac of hi* 
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hunting knife tic cut tifT tlic riyht rwpsw of the brute, 
which thereupon Iki away ami lie it mom He 
relumed to his friend, .ind drawing from his pouch the 
seweietl paw of Hie wolf lie found to hi> horror that ft w,ri 
turned Into n woman's hand with a golden ring an one of 
the fingers. Hi; friend rccogniml the ring nv ilia: of hi? 
own wife and went to find her. She wu- silting by the fire 
wilh bar light anu under her a (iron. As she refused to 
draw it out, ha bus hand on fronted Iter with the hand and 
Uw ring on it. She at oner confessed the truth, that it war 
she hi the form of a w-n- wolf whom the hunter had 
wounded. Her confession wm confirmed by she 

severed hand to tit- stamp of her arm for the two fitted 
exactly. The angry Husband delivered up LU wicked wife 
to jiuiliee ; site was tried and burnt ai a witch. 1 It h said 
that a werewolf, scouring the street- of Padua, was caught, 
and when they cut nffhifl four p.iwa hr: at once turned into 
•* man, Ism with botfe hi hands and feet amputated* Again, 
in ■! farm of the French district of fleaurt, Hi ere was once 
.< herdmnnii who never slept at home. These nocturnal 
absences naturally attracted attention and «;t people talking. 
At the i^nic time, hv a curious coincidence a well' used to 
prowl round the farm every' night and to excite the dog* 
in the farmyard to fury by tftniailug his snout derisively 
through the cal's hate In tins great gate. The farmer had 
his suipf cions and he determined to watch. One night, 
when the herdsman went out as usual, his master followed 
him quietly till he rattle to a hut, where with Ins own eye* 
lie saw the man put on a broad lietl and .u once luiInto 
** wolf, which scoured away over She flcbis, Tile firmer 
smiled a sickly sort of smile and went back to die linn, 
Tmsre he took a clout slick and sal down at the cat's hole 
to wail. 1 fe had not long to wait. The deg.- barked like 
mad, a wolfs snout die wed through the huk. down came 
the stick, out gushed the Wood, ami a vole-; w.i* heard to 
wiy without llw gate, "A good job Uxx t had still three 
yean tu run," Next day tire herdsman .ipjreared as usual. 
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blit ht hrtd a scar on his brow, and he never went olk again 

At night. 11 

In China alio the faith In siinilaf tranafiM-rmitiorL-s is 
reflected in the following tak* A certain man in Sung* 
yung went into tlv:i miuuie tains to gather fuel- Night fell and 
he was pursued by two iigcr^ but scrambled up a ticc out 
or their reach. Then 5aid the one tiger to the other tiger* 
* If we can find Chu-Tu^lilj we are sure to catch this man 
up the tree." So off went one of them to find Ch^Tu-shi* 
while the other kept w itch at the fool of the iret Soon 
after that another tiger, leaner and longer than the othet 
two, appease*! an the scene And made a grab at ilic man's 
coat. But fortunately tSic moon Was shining, Lhe man 
ihe paw. and with A stroke of hi* Axe cut off Line of 1E3 daws. 
The tiger:i roared and fled, one after the other, bo the man 
effmbed down the lice and went home. When he told Ills talc 
in the ullage, suspicion naUnrally fid! on the said Cbu*Tu slii; 
and next day some men went U> sec him hi hh house. They 
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ncrt to!d that they couhl nut sec him ; for he hud bectt out ilic 
night before and had hurt his bund, and he was now ill in 
bed. So they put fciVo and two together and rejsorted him 
to the police. The police arrived, ^mounded the house* and 
set fire to it; hut ciui+Tu-shi rose from bis bed, turned into .1 
tiger* c^rged right through the police* and escaped, atid to 
this day nobody ever knew where he went to, 1 

The Toradjit* of Cental Celebes stand in very great fear W*m 
of were-wolves, that is of men and women, who h-wc the 77' ; . 7- u m 
power of transforming their spirits into animate such as enta, 'tuWjw 
crocodiles, wild pigs, ape*, deer* and buffaloes, which ™m Ccktts. 
about battening on bunion flesh* and especially on human 
livers, while the men and women in their own proper human 
form am sleeping quietly in their beds at home. Among 
them a man h cither born a were-wolf or becomes one by 
infect ion ; fur mere contact wUh a were-wolf, or even with 
any thing Lhsil has been touched by hia spittle* fa quite 
enough to turn the most Innocent person into a were-wolf; 
nay even to lean your head agjtltisl anything against which a 
werwolf has leaned Ids head suffices to do it- The penally 
(ot being a tvcrc-woll is death ; hut lhe sentence fa never pulsed 
until the accused ha* had a fair trial and his guilt has been 
clearly tlcii tonal rated by an ordeal, which consists in dipping 
the middle finger itilo boiling resitt 11 the finger te not 
burnt, the mnn Is no were-wolf; but if It is burnt* a were- 
wolf he most a‘sijfs:dty b, juj they lake him away to a quiet 
spot and hack him to bits- lit cutting him up the £xe* 
ctltioncts are naturally very carcfiil not to lie bespattered 
with hh Wood, for if that were to happen they would of 
Comte he turn til into were-wolves themselves* Further* 
they place lii.v severed head beshk his hlndor-quartErs Lo 
prevent bin sou! from coining lo life again and pursuing 
his depredation* So great is the h&iror of were-wolves 
among the Toradja^ and so great is their fear of contracting 
the deadly taint by infection, that many persons haveamjied 
a missionary that they would not spate their own child If 
they knew him to k a were-wolf/ Now these people, 
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wfm^c r%Etli Iti were-wolvepi U not a ttie-i ^ lying r>r dead 
jwiptffsrtition but a tivfng* dreadful cmreUiiori, tell -.inrics of 
were-wol yip which Conform to the type which we are ex¬ 
amining, They s*y that once upon a time r wcre-wolf ume 
hi human iliiipe under rhe hiwrae of > neighbour, while hia 
rc4E body iny asleep until at home, ami calling out softly 
to the man 1 * wire made an assignation with her to meet him 
in the tobacco* fid d next day* But the husband was lying 
awake and he heard it ah, hut he sniff nothing lo anybody. 
Next Any chanced io be a busy one tn the village* for a rodf 
had tr> be p iit on n nr-.*. hsvu^ and cdl (hr mt is were Lending 
» luind with the nufiy, find ufiumg them to be sure was g he 
we re-wolf him^if, 1 mean to =.iy his own human self: there 
he wa.s up on the nK«f working away aa hard a* anybody. 
Hut the woman went out to the lobaccodjcld, and behind 
went unseen her husband, slinking through the underwood. 
When they were come to the fields he tins were-wolf 
make Up to his wife, so out fie rushed am! stmek M him 
with a stick, Quick as thought, the werewolf turned himself 
into a leaf, but t he man was as nimble, for he candid up tltc 
leal, Thru^ it into the JoinL of bamboo* in whin]! he kept Enis 
tobacco, arid bunged it uptight* Then tic wilkcJ back With 
his wile !■' the village, carrying flic bamboo with \lu were- 
woffin It. When lh ry came io the village, the human body 
Of the were*wolf was still on the root working away with die 
FesL The man jHii the bamboo In a fsit At that the bufium 
wene wolf baked down from the n if and said* 11 Don't dn 
tftiL* The man drew the bamhcKi From the lire, hut a 
moment .ifkrwar.-b lie pm it m rh< fire again, and Again lire 
human were -wo]Ton the rajf looked duivn <m ! cried* ” Dotfl 
do Unit* But this time Lite man kept the Wnboi in the 
lire, and when tt Wared it y, down fdl the human ncrC-wtilf 
frenti the roof as dead as a stnnc, 1 Again* the following 
story went round among the Tomrijas not so Very 
many y^r* Ago, The thing happened At Swmara* cut 
the Guff of JornorL Et wns evening and rmr men saE 
chatting with u cerium Hadji Moha/rimati. When it hud 
grown dark, one of tin' mrn went out of the house fur bOiub* 
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thought he saw n stag'* antlers standing one sharp and 
dear against the bright evening sky, So Hadji Mohammad 
railed his gun and fired. A minute nr twp afire-wards bade 
cornea the man who Siad gone <m P and says he to Hadji 
Mohammad / 4 You shot at me acid hit mt You omil pay 
me a fine ." 1 * * * 5 They searched him but found Ito wound on 
him anywhere* Then they knew that lie was a werewolf 
who had turned himself into a slag and had healed the 
bullet-wound by licking iL Ho Waver, the bullet had 
found lia billet, for two days afterwards lie was a dead 
UiatU* 

III Sennas a province of ike Egyptian Sudan, the Hum* 
im:g and Fungi enjoy Hie reputation of being powerful [V- ~ >7 
magicians Who can turn tlietttsclvcs into hyaena* and in tlM^aHail 
that jgtii.se icour the country at night, howling and purging 
IhgfhsehftsL flat by day they are men a^aiiL It ls \ciy 
dangerous to shoot at auch human hyaena* by night- On 
the JeLcI Bela mountain a s-oldler once shot at a hyaena mid 
hit it* but It dragged it df *>lT P bleeding. In the dnrkncas mid 
escaped. Nest morning he followed tip the trail of Mood 
and it led him straight to the hut of a man who Wiu every* 
where known for a wltz rd. Nothing of the hyaena wa* to 
be scejf f but the man himfdf Uhl up in the house with 
n Itoh wound and died kxui afterwards And the autdier 
did not |tmg survive him.* 

But the classical example of thutG slorles h an old Roman 
tide told by Fetranru^ It b pus in flm mouth oF one Nicerm 
Ute at night he left the town to vMt a friend of hU, a *" ln — 
widow* who lived at a farm live miles down the road. He 
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was accompanied by a vnlcNnr^ who lodged in the same hnufie, 
a man of Herculean btiflcL When they ;et out it was near 
dawn* LpuL thr rnoaii shone sl* bright at day- fusing through 
the: outskirts of ihe sown, ihey came junongst the tombs winch 
lined the highroad for some distance, There the soldier 
miiile an excuse for retiring behind a monument, and NiCcro? 

down to wait for him* humming 4 tune and. counting 
the tombstones to pass the time. In n little he looked 
found for his companion, ami saw a sight which frolic him 
with horror. I he soldier hud stripped off his clothes to the 
last mg and la id them at the side of the highway. Then he 
performed 4 certain ccmmony over them, and immediately was 
changed into a wolf, and ran howling into the forest. When 
Xkeros WJ recovered hlmsdf a little, lie went to pick up the 
clothes, but found that they were turned to slant More 
dead than alive, he drew hh sword, and, striking at every 
shadow cast by the tombstones on the moonlit road,he tottered 
to his friend's house. Tic entered it like a ghost, to the 
surprise of the widow* who wondered to ?ce LiEm: abroad *0 
late, J ff you had only been here a ] 3 ulc .Lgo," said c, 
'■you might have been of sonic use For a wolf came tear- 
ing into liie yard, scaring die cattle and bleeding them like 
a butcher Bui he did not get oif so easily, for the'vrrvant 
speared turn In the ncckJ" After heuring tlic.vf words, Kiccros 
fdl that he could not close an eye, v> he I mined away 
liotiie again, Jt was now bft>ud daylight, but ft Iiett he came 
lo the place where the clothes had been turned 10 stohe* he 
foum! only a p*ml of blood He retched home, anti there 
lay the -oldicr in bed like an ox in the shambles, and the 
doctor was bandaging liis neck. “Then l knew* said 
Ni'-'ijv-, 14 1 hat the in mi was a were-wo It. ami never again 
could 1 break bread with him, no, not If you had killed me 
for it 1 -» 
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Thau? ?torres may help u> to understand the ciutom of with* 
burning a hcwiiched anumk which h.v. been observed in our 
own country duum To tircart times, if indeed it b even now trinp*! 
cxiimiL For clour. parallel may be Traced in some respects 
between witches and were-wo Ives. Like were-wotvts, witches ifrmua™ 
are commonly supposed to be abb to transform fhemvdva 
temporarily into animals for the purpose of playing their 
mischievous pranks; 1 and like were-wolves they can in their 
animat disguise be compelled to untnask themselves to any 
one who succeeds in drawing iheir blood. In either eitsc the 
animat-skin b conceived as a cloak thrown round the nicked 
enchanter; and if you can only picree the skin, whether by 
the stab of a knife or the shot of a gun, you so rend the 
disguise that the qirm or woman inside of it standi revealed 
ill hb oi her true colours. Strictly speaking! the stab should 
be given on the brow or between the eyes Ira Lbe daisc both of 
a witch and of a were-wqSf ; r and it is vaiiy to ?heot at m 
were-wolf unless you have l\ad the bullet blessed In * chapel 
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uT Sl Hilbert or happen to Ik carrying about you, without 
knowing it* ii four-[caved clover; otherwise the I Millet will 
merely re hound from the v.Lrc wolf like wMer from ;t dticks 
back # 1 However, in Armenia they say I li-it the wcrowolh 
who in that country is usually 5 wi'Eiuuh can lie Ml led neither 
by shot nor by si eel ; the only way of delivering the unhappy 
woman From her bondage is to get hold of her wolf* skin 
and bum it; for that naturally prevents her from turning 
into a wolf again. Unt it |e not c:i*y to fii:d the skin, for 
&be is cunning enough to hide it by day* So with witches* 
it h not oniy useless but even dangerous to shuos at one of 
them when she has turned hcraclf into a Ilare ; if you do, the 
gun ituiy bu:at 111 your tumd or the shot come back and LET] 
yoiL The only way Jo make quite auic of hilling a wfteb- 
aiilm.il is In put :i silver sixpence or a silver button in your 
gutu 1 For cKitupfCi ^ hapjained one cvtmhig that n native 
of the talnud of Tirec was going home with a new gun, when 
he Shiiw a btack sheep running towards him across the plain 
of keek Som&thTng aLv:>uE Ute erotltire excited hte atispkiviq 
ho pm it diver sixpence in Itli gun and firt-d at it* 
Itisiandy the blade sheep became a woman wiih drugget 
Loai wrapt rattrhl her bead The man knew her quite wdJi 
for die '-V.V, 1 witch who h.nl often persecuted 1 dm It: fere in 
the shape erf a eat* 

w .j E Again, she wound* inflicted on a witchdiuri! or a witch-cat 

aDKnijH aR= 10 b* seen on ihc witch liersdf, just as the wounds Inflicted 
0Tt 3 WWw * tr flfc *° 00 die nian himself when lie 

ik'ni " 11,1 ha* doffed the wolf* fkili. To tike a frw Instance* out nf 
4 t^nltssinie, a young mnn in the 15 Sand of Lismnrc Wit 
ini]:rw:i .■■! nut ihuuting* VVhen he was near Bilnagown loch* he Started 
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.% hare md fired Jit if The animal gave ait unearthly *ereern, 
and then inr she fir■=! time it cKturrnd tn him that their. were 
nn ix 11 hur:^ in JJEtnore, Me threw Atrny hU gun in Terror 
ind fk-d home , and next *ia y he heard that a n aim ion ft 
lyitch was liurf lip wftb a bioken Tr^ A man need be tip 
conjuror to guess how she came bv then bn>keu leg* 1 Again* 
a: Thurso certain witches used Lu i urn themselves into cits 
and fn that shape to torment an honest man. One night lie 
ftm patience* whipped nut hi* broadsword, md put them to 
flight As they' were 1 'scurrying away he struck at them and 
cut olT u fey; of one nf the tur^ To his ajminfrhmcnft it was 
a woman J 3 leg. and next Morning he found one of the witches 
short of ihe cori^ podding limb- 1 Glanvil tells a sto*y of 
M an old woman in Cambridge-shtm, whose AMra! spirit, 
earning into & man's house [as he was sitting alone nt the 
fine} in the shape of an huge cat* and setting her self before 
llic fire* not fir from him,, he stole a stroke at llv bade of it 
with a fire-fork,, atul =eeancd Lo break the back of it. but it 
sc-inibh.d frojjj hJitt and yankhi lie knew juiI how. Hut 
such it\ uUJ -.t.j:i .j],, a reputed witch* wa| Sound den-.1 in her 
UdI thiii very night, mlk her hat'\ broken, as I have heard 
Mime y?A?% ago credibly reported" * In Yorkshire during \ht 
IbtUT half of the nlttelectrth century a parish dergymati was 
told a diciimntautkiL staiy of an old u-itch Homed Nunny, 
who wa* hnnltd in the form of a tiarc for miles over 

llie WcticfiLtiXc moors and kept well away from the dogs, 
till a black one joined tho pack and succeeded In taking a 
bit oil! of one of the hare's legs, Thai was the end of the 
chitse, and immediately afterwards the uptrrtffmeti ft uinl old 
Nanny laid up in bed with a * re tt-j: On examining the 
wmmded limb they diKcrvcrcd that the hurt was precisely in 
i hat parr of it which in ihr bar had h«m bitten by the 
black dn~ and, what wag .till more significant, tit* wound had 
all the appearance of having been inflicted by * dogS troth, 
rio they put two ;md two together. 1 The 'jmeanrt nf Ihfnj! 
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& oftCM reported In Lincoln shuts, " One nigfit," said a Kr . 
vam fmm Kfitou Undscy, “ my father and brother nit a cat 
In from of them. Fatlter knew it was a witch,and took a stone 
and hammered it. Next day the witch had her face all tied 
up, and shortly afterwards died- 1 ' Again, a Hnrdney bumpkin 
toid lio^ a witch in his neighbourhood could take ah sorts 
of ilmpes, Otic night <i man shot a bare, and when he went 
io the witch's house he found her plastering a wound just 
where he had she* the hare . 1 So in County Leitrim, in 
Ireland, they say that a hare pursued by dogs fieri to a 
house netir at hand, but ju-it .ts it was bolting in at the door 
onr of the deg- came up with It and nipped a piece out of its 
I? I he hunter^ entered the house and found no hum itieie 
but only an aid woman, and her side was bleeding ; So they 
knew what to think of her. J 

Again, in the Vosges Mountains a great hig hare used 
to come out every evening to take the air at the fo.^t 
of the Mont dcs Fourchcs. AH the sportsmen of tlu> 
neighbourhood tries! their hands on that hare for a month, 
but not one of them could hit it At last one inarks- 
miin, more knowing than the rest, loaded his gun with 
some pallets of a consecrated wafer in addition to (he usual 
jji-lirts of lead. That did the trick, Jf puss n.is uoi killed 
outright, *li* was badly hurt, and limped away ultering 
shrieks and curses In % human voice, loiter it transpired 
that she was no other than the witch or a neighbouring 
vitlngc who bad th ■ power of putting on the shape of nny 
aiiimal she pki*nL* Again, a hunter of Tiavexlp, in the 
V'o^ges, fired at a Imre and almost shot awuy out of its hind 
legs. N '..cr,hrti:.i the creature contrived to escape in!n n 
Ojiiijp; tlm.i i’!j !tie DjMin door, immcdl.ildy a child's mu 
were heard 10 proceed from the cottage; and the hunter 
fouM distinguiih these words, “ Daddy, daddy, come? quick f 
Poor mammy ha* her leg broken." ' 

In Swabia the witches arc liable to accidents of ti e 
Mine sort when they go about their business in the furm 
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of animals. For example* there iyaj a soldier w ho was be- 
tmlhcd to a young woman uiul used ro visit her every 
evening when he was off duly. Tfut one evening (he glcl 
lotd him that he must noc come to the house urt Friday 
nights. hcemiMi it was never convenient to licr to sec lifra 
then. This roused bis suspicion, and the very next Friday 
night he set out to go to hb sw*cLhe;irt'i huu&c. On the 
way a white cat tan up to him In the street and dogged 
Ids steps, arid when the animal would not nr.ikc off he 
drew Ilia sword and slashed off one of 'll* paws. On 
that the cat bolted. The soldier walked un T hut when he 
came to his sivee|]start >. house he luimd her rn bed, flnri 


when hr asked her what . its the milter, she gave a very 
confused reply. Noticing stains of blood on the bed, Sir 
drew down the coverlet and wi- that the girl was weltering 
in her gore* for one of her feet was lopped off. * So ihafs 
what's the matter with yeti, you witch 1 * said hr. and turned 
on Ufa bed and left her, and within three Hays she was dcfiii 1 
Again, a farmer in she neighbourhood of Wfcaomleig 
frequently fnund in his gallic ,i horse over and above the 
four hordes he actually owned. He did not know what to 
make of h and men sinned she mailer to the smith. The 
ftffllth mi id quietly. " Ttie next time ynu %ee a fifth horst in 
the h sab]ir. just ynu fend for rut." Well, it was not long 
before ihc strange horse was there again, and the fanner at 
once sent for thr smith. He came bringing four horse-shoe* 
with him. and said il Fm sure the nag has no ?hoe*; Ill 
^hi>rr hrrr jVif yoii/ fc No sooner sail i ban Hone, However, thr 
smith overreached himself; for next day when his friend the 
farmei paid hun a visit he found the smith's own wife 
prancing about with hf>r?r-^hocs naded on her hands and 
feet, But it was the last time she ever appeared in the 
shape of n horse . 1 

Once more* in Silesia ihey tell of a miller's apprentice* Tfe* 
a ijsurdy and industrious young fellow* who set out on hss 
trails. One day he came to a mill, and the miller told awi** 
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him tint ho teamed an apprentice hut did no* care to enga^ 
one, brc.iuie hitherto all hb apprefitices land tun away in 
tbr night, und when ho came down in the morning the mfil 
wilt ai ii stand- Hrnvyycr, lu k liked rhe look? of The 
young chap and took hint into hb pay, Hut what the 
m?w apimmdce heard ab mi the mill and hi* predecessor 
wat mrt encouraging ; w> the iirjs night when it his duty 
to watch to The mill he took care lo provide himself with an 
axe mul a pray^book, and while hr: kept one eye on the 
whirring, humming wheels he kept the other on the gow\ 
book, which lie read by the flickering tight of a candle set 
nn a table- So the hours it fir^t p cssed quietly wish nothing 
to disturb him hut the monotonous drone and click of the 
machinery. Hut on the stroke nf twelve* as he was sUl) 
re--: ling with the nxc lying on the table within reach, the 
df<u opened and rn came t,wo grey cats mewing, an old arse 
and a young one. They sai down opposite him* but It waa 
easy to ^ee that they did not like his wakefulness and the 
firnycr^book and the axe- Suddenly ihe old cat reached out 
a paw and made a grab at -the axe, but the young chap was 
too quick for her and held it fajc Then the young cat 
tried to do the same for the prayer-boob, but \hc apprentice 
gripped It tight, Thin bilked, the iwa eats set up such a 
squalling that the young fellow could hardly *ay hi* prayer* 
Ju^t before: mo o'clock the younger cut sprang on the gable 
and fetched a blow with her right paw a! the candle in put 
it nuL Bui the apprentice struck at her will* his axe and 
ifEceJ the paw ■ df p whcmipmi the two cats vanished with a 
frig lit fuJ Mif^ech, The apprentice wrapped rite paw up In 
paper shew it io his master; Very glad the miller wa,i 
ncxi morning when he came down and found the null ^oirig 
an I the young chap at hif post The apprentice told him 
wbal had hapf^iied In the night and gave him the parcel 
containing she cat’* paw. But when the miller opened it, 
wh-it was the iirurnilshmcnt of the two to find in it nn cal'* 
paw hut a woman's hand f At breakfast the niil1sTT F s young 

-Ai! ! did not si> 11*11 at take her place at thr- tabic Shu war 
ill in bed, and the doctor hod to be called in fr> bind up 
her right arm* because rn hewing wood, so they said* she 
had made n ^Irf* and cut off her own right hand But 
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the npprciitJor packed up his J imps and turned his buck 
ura that milJ hciore the * 5 un luqdi sat 1 

It would no doubt be cafty to multiply mstn travailequally Tin* 
wcU attested mid authentic, of the translbrimu ion of witche? 
into animal* and of the damage which the mjioen ihtrn selves 
have mftained through injuries Inflicted on the animals , 1 But 
Ehe foregoing evidence may suffice to Establish the com- 
pinto parallelism between witches and wcn>waH£* In three SJEKi* 
respects, The analogy appear* to confirm tht view Lhai the ftnr > ntJ * i» 
reason for burning a bewitched animal alive fa * belief that *'Vi 7 gs* 
the witch herself i-a in the amnia], and that by hunting It 
you cither destroy the witch completely or at k.n-i immjuJt 
her and compel her to missutnc her proper human shape, In 
which she Is naturally far less potent for rofscbJcf than when 
die is careering about the country in the likens- of it eat, 
a hair;, ;< hurst, or wjiat not This principle is still linked 
dearly rccogttiittl by people in Oldenburg, though, 8 fl might 
be expected, they do not mm carry out the principle to its 
Judical c Etduncon by burning the 1 - witched animal or person 
alive ; iruteid they report to a feebk and, it must: tic mkl>:d f 
j^rfrctJy fusilc subterfuge dictated by a mistaken hmnanity 
or a fear of tltr police. 11 When anything living is Switched 
in a house, for example, children or aimntds, they bum or 
boil the nobler inwnpis »*f inJmafa, rsE*:dally the heart*, but 
aIe;i ttie lungs or the liver. If animal* hate died H they take 
tL“ Inwards of one of them or of ait animal of the sume kind 
slaughtered For the purpose , hut if that Is not p^riblr they 
l^ke ibe inwards of a cock, by pn: Terence a black one. The 
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heart. Iiuig, or liver h Stuck all avrr with medics, nr marked 
with * rrn-n eut f or placed rm the fine in ^ ligliljy ciriscd 
TCssd, strict dtertce being observed and door; and windows 
well shut. When the h&ri LxjsJi at ia reduced to ashes* the 
witch tnrirjt appear, for during the boiling she feels the 
burning pain- She either begs to be released or *eeks to 
bonTHt something, for example, salt or a coal of fire, or she 
takes the lid off the pot, or tries to Induce the person whose 
spell is on her to speak. They say, too fc that a woman 
comes with it 5pinning*wheel If it b a sheep that ha* died, 
ymi proceed in She same way with n tripe from its stomach 
and prick It with needles while it b nn she boil, Instead of 
boiling it. some people nail the heart to the highest rafter 
of the house* or lay it on the edge of the bead^Jh onfor 
that it may dry Up. no doubt because the same thing 
happens to the witch. We may conjecture that other 
symputliclk mean* of destruction are employed irgaloAt 
witchcraft. Tile following is expressly reported ; the hears 
o i a enJf thaL lia* died h stuck dJI over with needles, 
enclosed In a hag, and thrown into flowing water before 
sunset." 1 

Ami the Lviinc thing hold* gtKMl aLvo of hmnimid? object* 
on which a witch has cast her spelt* In Wales they ^ay Shat 
**ffa thing is bzwilditid, bunt it, and immediately afterward* 
tin- witch will come to borrow *umclhiiig qf you. If ymi 
give what she ask*, the will go tow. If you refuse it. slie 
wilt burn, and a mark w01 be tfn her body the next day/ 1 
So. ton*. in Oldenburg* w the burning of firings tluit are 
bewilchrd nr that have been received from witchci h 
another way of breaking ihe spell. It is often hM that 
the burning vhoiklift take place at a cross-road, and in several 
p[.ic4*s crtvsT-rciiicb are shewn where ibe burning used to 
perfcnned. . * As a mfc, while the things arc burning the 
guilty witches appear, though not always in their own shape. 
At the burning of btfwftthcd butter they often appear as 
cockchafer* and can In? killed with impunity. Victuals 
received from witches may be safety consumed if only you 
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nr SACRIFICE TO STA Y A CATTLE-PLAGUE jtj 

Sn>L burn a portion of tlumi, 111 For example, a young man 
la Oldoibursi was woolly a girl, ami die gave him twa fine 
■pptes ** ti gjfb Not feeling any appetite at the time, hr 
|mt the apple* in Ms pocket, and whm h? cume home he 
laid them hy in a chest Two or shfi-e days aftcravErd* he 
remembered the applet and went TO rile * heat lo fetch ibem. 

But when he would have pm his hand on them* wh&t wsus 
his horror to find in thrir stead two fat ugly toA( j g i n ^ 
chest 1 He hastened to a wise man and asked him what he 
should do with the toiuK The man told him to boQ the 
toads alive, but while he was fining so he must be sure on mo 
acoulml ro lend anything out of the house. IVclijint as lie 
had the t> \ads in a pot on the fire and the water began to 
-row ttfcdy V.iirra, who should come to the door but the girl 
who h^d given him the apples, and she wished to borrow 
something ; but he refused to give her anything, rated bee 
as n witch, and drove her out of the house. A little after¬ 
ward:* in came the girl's mother and begged with tear? in her 
eyes for something or other: hut he turned herout irteo, 

The hist word she said to him was that he should tit lean 
sjkite her daughter 1 * life ; but lie paid no heed to her and 
let the toads boil till they fell to bits. Next day-word came 
That rite girl was dead? Can any reasonable man doubt 
that the witch heAolf wu boded alive In the person of the 
toads ? 

Moreover* Just as a witch can a^umc the form of an KtetTirti 
amina], so she cuu assume the fortti of some other human 
being, and the liken ti? is sometimes m good that It is p™® 
difficult to detect the fraud. However, by burning alive 
the person lu:-? 4iape the viUh bos put i,n, you fi.ncc 
the witch to di_--do*c ho^lf, Just as by burning a\lvt tit J T. 1 
bewsidled animal you In like manner oblige the wftch to V,^ 
appear. Tht« principle may perhaps l*= unknown to science, w 
fulAcly so callcti but it h well understood m Ireland xm\ has Tt*kw*- 
bcen acted on within recent years, tn March t SgS a peasant 
trained Mtcliad Cleary, raiding al Bully vsulica* a remote and mi b ,* 
lonHy district iti the cusmiy of Tippcrai^ hurticd his wife in 
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Bridget Cleary alive over a alow fire on the kitchen hearth 
in the presence of and with Ok active iutsisLancc of mrmr 
neighbour^ including the woman's mm father and several of 
hercQussEiJjt They thought That she was hot Bridget Cleary 
.it alii but a witch, and that when they held her down on the 
fire §he would vanish up the chimney: so they cried, while 
sTiq was burning," Away alw goes I Away she goes 1 '* Even 
when she tey quite dead on the kitchen floor (for contrary 
to flit general expectation she did not disappear up the 
chimney}, her husband still believed that the woman lying 
there v.; l a wltcli, and that Ills own dear wife had gam? 
with the lorries to Lhe old K&tb Of fort on the liilJ of Kykna- 
granagb, where he would see her at night riding a grey hone 
ami toped to the saddle, and that l*e would cul the rciptsi, 
ami that she would *tay with him ever ■ftenvanhc So ha 
went with warn* friends to the fort night after night, £ iking a 
big table-knife with him to cut the fdpg& But he nevrr *aw 
Ms wife again. He atid the inert who had held thr woman 
<hi the fire were arrested and iricd at Clonmel |br wilful 
murder in July |%> ; they wen- all found guilty of nun- 
slaughter a :td sentenced to various terms of penal servitude 
and imprisonment i tfic sentence pasted on Michael Gory 
was twenty years' penal servitude. 1 

swsiHP", However, our British peasants, it must he confessed* have 
iiJwmjtv acted up to the fttffcl logical theory which sccmi 
S^*oT death by fire as the proper treatment; b r ?tb ol 

l^hp 1 " IJewitched inlmah und of witches. Sometimes, perhaps in 
iiWM ® i moments of weakness, they have merely buried the bewitched 
,imoods afive instead of burnrn£ them. For example, in 
the year *64,3, "many cattle having died John Hrughc 
and Nmnt Miketafth. also one of the inhinted conjoined 
their mutual skill for the safely of the herd. The flurviv* 
ing animal* were drove |>aM 2 tub of water containing 
two enchanted stones 1 amt each was sprinkled from it '" 
liquid contents In Its course. One, however* br:n unable 
to walk, ’was by fence tftawfo out at the byn: ilure; 
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■W* ihr Johnne with Nikdrrith rad i mg the nols 

Uitrcrjl said it waM im leivr, ciituerj at* bo ill to lie maid 
to Man 0»ame, qidtflk wot put quick in the hole and 
rmitiJ nil the red. ul tin* catitll tltrin iiir to jjcj over that 
l" ,lLC ■ **' that devil I i$n lie matter, be durmciti^ 1 ihej - 

were egrtd“ 1 Again, during the prevalence of a murrain 
about the year trisy, certain persons pmjwscr-f to stay i)jc 
pbignef with the help of a cclcbnticd " cutting static" of 
nliii'h the Nurd id Lee was the fortunate owner. Hut fans 
this they were dissuaded by one who “had sene bcalinll 
ctii -r lie taking r.tir. quil: seik ox, and making anc ddi» pitl, 
and burning him therm. and be calling the ojtin find bestial! 
over (toil pi .tee,” Indeed hsobcli Young, the uiadter of these 
persons, had herself endeavoured to check the progress of the 
distemper by taking ■ one qiuk ox with anc cut, and iuic 
itriit quantitle of salt; 1 and proceeding "to burie the ox and 
ea'.t quik with the salt, in une dcip hoiil in the grand, as ane 
sacrifice Tm the di;vill, that The rest of the guidis might be 
fred O) the -d kites or 0[sense*"* Writing towards the end 
nf the rightccntli ccmury, John Ramsay of Ochtertyre ttlli 
us that " ! hi" violent death even of a brute ta in some cases 
held to be ot great avail. I'hcrc ir. a Jlicise mllrd the 
fit.t.'i if, which sometimes rages like a pestilence among 
black eat lie. the synipi, ms of which arc a mortification in 
the legs and a corruption uF tic mass of blood. Among 
the i.liter engines of superstition that arc directed against 
this fa!r«] mnltijtly, the first con 1 -t'i;'cd with it is comntuniy 
buried ath-e. mill the other cattle ar^ forced to jiaa» back- 


tvarLljf und forwards over the pit. At other limes the heart 
is taken out of list beast alive, and then the carcass is 
hurled, h is remark able that the leg affected Is cut off, and 
liUTirr up j n , t , mc |uiri «f the limine or byre, wliere it remains 
tnujteitdcd, n 'withstanding the securing danger of infect ft hi. 
Ihetv hardly a house in Mull where these may not lor 
scan. Tills practise worm to have taken it* rise antecedent 
Uj Christ faulty, as it reminds u* of the p*gan custom of 
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hanging up uffertrigs in I hr If temples. In Tlreaiiiilbaiiix 
when n cow is oh nerved to have symptoms of muJnc&i, there 
is recourse had io a peculiar process. They lie the legs of 
the mod creature, and throw her into a pit dug at the door 
of the fojd. After covering the hole with tn tlj. a large fire 
is kindled upon it. and the lest of Hie cattle are driven out, 
and forced to pass through the fire one by one-"* in this 
latter custom we may suspect that tire fire kindled cm tire 
grave of the buried cow was origin ally made by the friction 
of wood, hi other word*, that it was a need-lire. Again, 
writing in lire year 1862, Sir Arthur Mitchell tells US that 
■'fur the tree of Liu; murrain in simile, one of (hr herd i» 
Still sacrificed for the good of the whpic. This- Is done by 
burying ii alive. I am asiined that within the bit ten year., 
such a barbarism occurred in the county of Moray ” : 

<Utw^ Sometimes, however, the animal has not even been buried 

(Kjiii a”," ifOve.lt lias been merely hilled sod (hen hi tried, In this 

einti*ciilatcd form the sacrifice, we may ‘Ay with confidence, 
itm.'Ttr, I* absolutely mrettij far the purpose of stopping .1 murrain. 

Nevcrtiwlcvs. It lias been tried. Thus in Lincolnshire, - when 
the cattle plague was so prevalent in i86n, there was, 1 believe, 
not a single cowshed in Marshland but hnd its vdcfcen erosa 
uvcr the door ; and other charms more powerful! thun thte were 
in >iritite cases reported to, t never heard of the use of tilt 
needfirt in the Marsh, though It ivas, I believe, used on the 
woltfc not many mile* oft But T knew of M least one tarn 
m which a caH was killed and solemnly burial feel 1 polling 
upwards aL the thre-Jtotd Of the cowshed, When our garth- 
man told me of this, f pointed out lo Mm Lhat the diarin 
hail (lull'd, ior tlte disease had not spared Uint slicd, But 
he replied, ' Vis, but owd Edwards were a ofght 

too diver: he were timi tncan he ajew nohhutt a wanking 
eaEif as were bound to deny mmy road ; if he hid nobbult 
tekken Hie best eauf h v-ud hev worked relg 1st entiff; e ain't 
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CHAPTER V 


TUT' IJiTEHIdtETATlOS’ OF THE FlRE-FESTJV.vLS 


| I. On the Fitft-fittivait in general 

rIIK foregoing survey nf ihc popular fire festivals of Europe 
■rf'ila »Mggwt' some general observations. In Uic firet places 
n^" pe *' caa har(J . t y hcl P by the resemblance which Die 

fcjiirtit w ceremonies bear to each other,, at whatever u*mc of the 
*“* ,l4scf ' i roLf a,1( t ’ n whatever part of Europe they are cefelmited. 

Ihr; custom .of kiudtirip great bonfires, leaping over them, 
and driving cattle through Or round them would item to 
Iiavc been practically universal throughout Europe, and the 
same may he said of the proc«iion» or nice, with biasing 
torches no tn id fields, ore hards, pastures, or caufo-italle |,esi 
widespread ate the customs of hurling lighted discs Into the 
aif and trundling a burning wheel down hillfor to judge 
by Hie evidence which I have collected these modes of 
distributing the beneficial influence of the fire have been 
confined In the main tr. Central Europe. The ceremonial 
of tin: Vule leg fo distinguished from that of the other fire- 
Irstivais by the privacy and domesticity which characterize 
it, but, as we have already seen, this distinction may well 
" F s ‘ m Ply to the rough weather of midwinter, which it 
a|U not only to render a public assembly tn [he open air dis- 
aL'rcvr.hk 1 . lmt a bo ,it any moment to defeat the object of 
die aitembly by extinguishing the alt-important flir unde; j 
downpour > >f min or a fall of snow. Apart from these local 
or seasonal differences, the general resemblance between 
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CH.tr v ON THE EIRE-FESTIVALS W GENERAL 

liir fire-f«-!iv,tj : . ?n ,dl ![n, h flf s lie y<~ir And in aIi place* h 
tolerably clu.^: An I av theoit:|aopltsthEniBcIvu rc>cinblt 
cadi other, *» do tile beiicft* which the people expect to 
rejp from them. Whether applied in the form of bonfire* 
bkfing at fixed |Kiinu, or of torches cuned about from 
place to place, or of embers and ashes taken from the 
smouldering help of fuel, the fire is believed to promote the 
growth uf the crops and the welfare of man ami beast, either 
positively by stimulating them, or negatively by averting the 
dangers and calamities which threaten them frvinfl such causes 
as thunder and lightning,conflagration, blight, mildew. Vermin, 

Sterility, disease, and not least of ell witchcraft. 

But we naturally ask. How did h come about that bcnc< T*«m 
fils so yreiit and manifold « ere supposed to be attained In- 
means so simple? In what way did people imagine that «f ihTilw. 
they could procure so many goods or avoid so many ills by 
the application Ol" fire and smoke, of embers uiid ashes ? In <“ W. 
short, whnt theory underlay and prompted die pm dice of tj-j" toy 
these customs? For that the institution of the festival* •" *5“™ * 
wna the uiitijumc of rfdEfihc I rain of fffiaonlfig m*iy tie oJ 
taken I \r planted ; the vl-.. w th;.ii primitive tn&n acred fii*t 
and invented hh reason* to suit EiU OCtfom alters ard.\ b t* I*, tv 
not fodnte out by wltai we know of Ilk nearest living; repre- 
scntiiivcs, the invade and the pca^anL Two different therm 
explanations of the lire-fealtval.t have been given by mpifcrh Jjjjy, 
enquirers On the one haml it hm bam held that they are j^ r j^ 
nm-dyumi or .magical ceremonies Intended, cm the principle ^ ^ 
id bnilax]ve magic, to ensure a needful supply of sun “Nine 
(m metl, animals, ami plafitm by kimlihig (ire* tvhkh mimic .r^ n*** 
on earth the great MHirGe of light and twstl in tiler *fcjr. Till* 
was the view of VVifhdm Mannhnrdt 1 !: may ea!!c <1 the 
io!ar i|ir:ory. On the other hand Si ba? been maintained 
that the eertm-ontel tire- have im necessary reference to iJie 
sim hot are ifrnply purificatory in iflttmfosip Icing designed 
to (hi rn up and destroy all harmful influence^, whether ll»e 
art conceived in a personal fimn ss witches. d c rr r flft i , and 
tncwitons, or in an impersonal foim ft* a sort of pervading 
taint or corruption of the air. This is the view of DFp 
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EdwTinS Westemmrek 1 * 3 anil apparently of Professor Jiugen 
It may Ik culled die p unificatory itieory. Ob 
dnusly dir two theories populate two veiy different con¬ 
ceptions of the fire which pby$ the principal part in the rito. 
On the one view* the fire, like sunshine in uur latitude, is a 
genial creative power which fosters the growth of plants mid 
the development G f a }] ihm makes for health and happiness; 
at) the other view, the file is a fierce destructive patrer 
which blasts and consumes ail the noxious elements, wjfceiher 
spiritual ur material, that menace the life or mcn 4 of a flinch, 
ami of plants According to the Mite theory' die lire h a 
HtrrnuLint, accord^ to the other U h a dlslnfixtaut ; on die 
one view its virtue is poririve, on the *?iher it h imgarive. 

Vet ihc i vo cxphn-Hion^ different ,u they Am in die 
character which the}' attribute to til t firf% arc perhaps nut 
wholly irreconcilable. If we auntie that the are- kindled 
at these festivali were primarily intended to imitate the 
sun's %lu md heat, may we not regard the purificatory and 
disillfixchig qualities which popular opinion Ctrl*inly appear* 
io iiave scribed to them, as attributes derived directly fm m 
the purificatory aurl dhiiifeeting quulilJe* of sunshine ? In 
ihh way uw might ixmdude that, while the imitation o( 
Mashing in tfese ceremonies was primary and original, rhe 
purification attributed to them was secondary and derivative, 
^iich i conclusion, occupying an Intermediate position be¬ 
tween lIn: two opposing theories and rccoguiring an clement 
of truth in both of them* was adopted by me in earlier 
edittun. pf ibis work;" hut in the meantime Dr. Wcstcr- 
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* ON T//U StX&*F£STtVAL& IN CBNUKAL jj, 

march ha* a railed pawrrfuHy In favour of the purificatory 
ihcofy liltmt:, hind I am S^jumj b suy thtiE hi^ argument* 
t:yrry great weight and tfiM on a fidkr review of ih: facts 
the balance of evidence seems to me to iodine decidedly m 
Ills favour. However, the ease b not so dear as to jnslify 
Us in dismissing the solar theory without dI*cusftiotu and 
accordingly l propose to adduce the coruaidfcfslions which 
tefl for It before proceeding 10 notice those which id] 
against It. A theory which had the support of so learned 
and sagaefous an inirtwigMcr as W. Mmrnhardi b eniitkd 
T«> a re^jcctful hearing. 


$ -■ FA* SW/?f Tluvfy cf iht fhe-fistirnh 


]n an earlier part of this work we saw that mi-ages T\m^ 
t^-rrft In charms far making sunsbinrj and h would be no ^ ttji 
winder if primitive man in Europe did (be same. Indeed, 
when we consider the cold and cloudy dimate of Europe .-T! 

during a gmat part of the year, we shall find il natural that ^ 

sun-charms should have played a much mure pmmincut ” 
part among the supers; it idie^ practices of European people* 
than among (hose of savages who live nearer the equator 
and who consequently are apt to yet in lilt course of nature 
mom sunshine than they wont This view of die festivals 
may be supported by various arguments drawn partly 
from their dates, partly from the nature of Ihc rite,*, and 
partly frotn the influence which they are bdirveil tu cac*t 
Upon the weather and on vegetation. 

First, In regard to the dale* of die festival! it can lx? m* CdsmI 
mere accident that two of the most Important and widely *”^ 2 * 
i]ntizuJ af the festival* are timed to coincide more or W mvn^:/ 
exactly whh the summer and winter *alslie« F that K with 
Lhe tummg-fPoIntA in the syns apparent course in the 
sky wiren he reaches respectively his highest and hir lowest 
elevation nt noon. Indeed with respect to the midwinter 
celebration of CUmtmu* we ure riot left to conjecture; we 
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knuw from Uiu cxpres. testimony of the ancients that it was 
Instituted by the church to supersede nn old heathen festival 
nr the birth of the suti, 1 which was apparently conferred to 
be bom again on the shortcut dny of the year, after which 
hLi light ajiil Iteat were seen to grow till they attained their 
full maturity at midsummer. Therefore it b no very far- 
fetched conjecture to suppose that the Vule log. which 
fUpjres 't» prominently in the popular celebration of Christ him; 
was originally designed to help the labouring nn of mid- 
wJfltor to rekindle hit seeming!}* expiring light. 
tJIjhSi”* - "^ ,e ^ Bi * *l**t by lighting a log on earth you can rekindle 
mat id a '" lJC * n heaven nr fan it into 4 brighter blaze, naturally 

ttmflnl'nf V<a:in5 * l> u * absurd : but to the savage mind it wear? .1 

sirih: ;n iliil'Tcsit iisjU'Ct, ind the institution of 11 ie great fire-fesHv.ilj 

wc are wardering probably date* From a time when 
kxu* Kurope was Mill sunk in savagery ur ut most hi baitiiri-jiu. 

Now it can be shewn that in order to increase the cckstittl 
teuince of heat at midwinter savages resort to a pnirticc 
armirtgous to that of our Yule log. if the kindling of (he 
Yuk log w*s originally a magical rite intended to rekindle 
tlu: sun. In the southern hemisphere, where the order of 
tlv- scusohm b the reverse of oum, thil* riting of Sirtur or 
thr; Dog Star in July mark:- the season of the greatest cold 
inroad of, as with us. the greatest heat; and just us the 
cititiwxl ancients drilled the torrid hcul or mbbuinimr la 
tliai^ brilliant star, 1 so die modern savage at South Africa 
attributes to it tile piercing told of midwinter and r-eeki 
lo mUlfpitc its rigour by warming up the chilly star with 
she gen lid heat of the Mai Mow he Hoes so may Ite best 
described in his own words as follows ?— 1 
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,a Xbe Brndimirn pencdve Qmopus, they say to u child; 

Give- roc yonder piece nf wood, thal I may put ihe end of 
it in tilt' Cm:, Our I nuiy [wint St burning towards grand¬ 
mother, for gniu dm other carrier Bushman rice ; grandmother 
dial! make a lit!Sc warmth for m r for she sMly comes out; 
the aim 1 ahull warm grandmother's eye for wC Sinus comes 
out; the people call out to one another: 4 Sixtus comes 
yonder they say 10 one another: * Ye must burn a stick for 
us towards SJrim p They say id one another : 4 Who was it 
who saw Sirius ?* One man saya To I he other: * Oar brother 
taw Siimk 4 The other man says to 3iim: *1 saw Sirius^ 
The other man a&ys to him: ' 1 wish thee to bum a triett 
for us towards Sirius ; that the sun may shilling come out 
for : that Sirius may nnt coldly conw out 1 The other 
mu (the one who saw Sirius) saya to hfri =on: ■ Bnn^ me 
iJic sm;tH piece of wood yonder, that 1 may put the end 
of it in the fire, that I may bum it towards grandmother; 
thrtt grandmother may ascend the -ky. like thr otht r one, 
Qtiopun. 1 Th& child brings him the piece of wood# be (& 
father) Jidda the end of it fn die fire, He points it burning 
towards Sirius ; he s^ys ihut Sirius shall twinkle like 
Canopus He rings; h* sing* about Cauupita p he sings 
about Siriui; he point-, to them with fire, 1 that dscy may 
twinkle like cadi other* He throws ire at them. He 
covers himself up cutfrely (including bis head) In hi* kami* 
imtf [Iej, dmvji- He arises, he sits down ; while he docs not 
nguin lie down ; because lie fed* that he has worked, putting 
Sirius into the amt's warmth ; so that Sirius may warmly 
come min ! he w^mcn go out Curly To leek for Bush mad 
rice; they walk* surmlng tlidr shoulder Idficfo* ,h 1 Wha 1 she 
hirdmien thus do tn 'em per the cotd of tn id‘winter In the 
southern hemisphere by blowing up die celestial firr* ETiay 
l.nvu been done hy out rndc fbrefa*htrr> at tlie corrcsjXETiitlng 
season in the northern hcmhphcro 
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Mot only the date of -some of the festival* but the 
manner uf Uidr ceEebmtbn a corudou* Imitation 

of the untL The custom rolling 4 burning wh- d down a 
hill, which ill often observed at these ceremonies, might well 
p.isi for an imiutbn of the sun' 1 * coum ill the iUy, and the 
imitation would be especially appropriate on Midsummer 
Day when the sim*? annual declension begin* Indeed the 
cuiUoeii hits been thus interpreted by *tm w of those who 
have rccordrd iL 1 Not less graphic, it may be said, is the 
mimicry of lib apparent revolution by swinging a burning 
tar-kurd round a pole* 3 Again, the common pracHce nf 
throwing fiery dh<es* sometime expressly said to bt shaped 
like stin% into the air at the festivals may well be a piece 
of imitative magic, In these* as in so many casern, the 
mn^k force may be supposed to tid e effect through mimicry 
or sympathy : by im eta ting the desired result you actually 
produce it: by counterfeiting the sun's progress through the 
heaven* you really hdp the luminary to perjure im celestial 
journey with punctuality and despatch* 1 he name "fire m 
heaven, 11 by winch the m id summer fire is sometimes popularly 
known/ dearly implies a consciousness of a connexion 
between the earthly and the heavenly flame* 

Again, I he manner hi which the fire kippcum -to have 
l>eeti originally kindled oh these occasions has been -illeged 
in support of the view that It was intended to be a mock- 
sum * \ = m m c * eholurs have pe e cd ved, h l* b i. ■ hly 11 p »ha* bk 
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ihsl at lire periodic festivals in former limes fire w.i* 
WHV^r-aily obtained by the friction of twd pieces of wood. 1 
We have seen that it {9 stilt bo procured in some placet ho*h 
at the Master and the midsummer festival!f. and that it li 
expressly said to have been formerly so procured at the 
He It arc celebration both in Scotland mul Wales.' Uni what 
makes it nearly certain that this was once the invariable 
mode of kindling the fire at these periodic festivals is the 
analog}- of die need-fire, which baa almost always been 
produced by tlvc friction of wood, and sometimes by the 
revolution of a wheel. It is a plausible conjecture that the 
wheel employed for this purpose represents the sun* and if 
the fires at the regularly recurring celebrations were fotitwrly 
produced in the same way, it might !jc regarded a- ,1 con¬ 
firmation of [be viciv that they were origin ally nm-chn tm*;. 
In point of fact there is. n Kuhn lias Indicated,’ some 
evidence to shew that the midsummer Jin.- wjj originally 
thus produced. We have veen that runny Hungarian swine¬ 
herd! make lire on Midsummer Kve by rotai ing a wheel 
round a wooden axle wrapt In hemp, and dial they drive 
their pig® through the fits thus made.* At Obernu-tllitigen, 
In Swabia, the * lire of heaven,’ m it was called, wu madr¬ 
on Sl Vitus’# Day the fifteenth of Jam) by igniting ,1 eait- 
whed, which, untcflied with pitch and plaited with straw, 
was fastened cm a pole twelve ferl high. the top of (lie 1*4'.' 
being inserted in Ihr nave of the wheel. Thin fire was 
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made on Ut*- summit of a mountain, and as L|ic Game 
a^cesuh^i, tlie people uttered a set fom of worth, with eye^ 
find arms rtircdrd h* Ave-nwurd 1 Here the fixing of a wheel 
on a pole and igniting it *uggcst> that uriginully the fire 
ivoi pnxlured, as in the case of the cst ^d-firc. by the rcvolu- 
tanu uf a wheel. The day cn which the ceremony takr^ 
place (the fifteenth of June) h near mid summer % and we 
have seen that in Masuren fire ua, of used tci be, actually 
made un Midsummer Day by turning a whwd rapidly about 
an oaken pule* 1 though lit h not *a&d iitil the new fire so 
obtained is used to light a bonfire. However, wc mum 
hear m mind thill in all nidi cases the ti« of a wheel may 
Ije mn-rfy * mechanical device to facilitate I hr operation of 
fi i lt- making by increasing the friction ; it need not have 
an> symbolical -significance. 

Further, the influence which these fires* whether periodic 
or ore is-ioTiii-, Lire supposed to exert on the weather and 
vegcMiion may be died in support of the view that they arc 
sun-cfcarrvta, since the effects ascribed to them rcseitible 
those of sunshine. Thus, the: French belief that in a ndny 
June the lighting of the mi dsn miner bonfires ivjll cause the 
rain to cease * appear* to assume that they can disperse flic 
dark clouds and tntike the sun til break aul in radiant glory, 
drying tile wet eurlh and dripping tree", SimTbriy the use 
of lb n need-fire hy Sivts- diiMreu on foggy day a for the 
hLirpnne of d:.Miing away the mist * may very naturally tic 
Interpreted as a sim-dliintL Again, we have ecu that In 
Uio Veifigea Mountain* the people believe that the mid- 
summer fires help to pre-^rve the fruits of the earth and 
cits me g^od cropn 1 In Sweden the warmth or cold of the 
coming ££&ami is inferred from the direction in which the 
flames of the May Day bonfire .ire blown i if they blow to 
the south* h will be warm, if In the north, Cold. 1 No iksubl 
at pre^nt the direction nf ilir fames i* regarded merely a* 
an augury uf ihe wi-atiief p not a* a mode <if fnfh)=ndng It 
But we may In: pretty sure that ihlt a one of the «a«?> In 
which magic has dwindled into So hi the Aiiftl 
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Mown lain-* when the blows towards ihe corn'fields 

thte «5i «m omm dint \hr harvest Hill t* abundant 1 But the 
fillet view may have hrm not merely that she smoke and 
flames ^rr^np-tfcAtcfl. but thut they actually jjfLxhiced an 
abundant barveat, the bent of the flame* acting like snruiune 
on ihc corn. Pcrtuaps it vms with ilus view ifnu people 
in the Isle of Man lit fires to windward of their fields 
In order that the Hirtoku might blow aver them/ So in 
South Africa about the month of April, the Matftbdcs 
light huge fires to the windward nr their garden*, Sh their 
idea being Lhiii the smoke, by passing over die crops, 
will assist the ripening nf them/ 1 Among the Zulus nJ*o 
M medicine Is burned on a fire placed to windwaurd of the 
garden, the ftitriEgarioii which ihe plant* in consequence 
receive being field to improve the crop/* Again, the Idea 
of our Fiiuropcan peasants that the com will grow udl as 
far as tile tm?,c of the bonfire k visible* tmiy lie interpreted 
as a remnant of die belief in the quickening and fertilizing 
jxnycr of the bonfires. The same belief it may tn: nrgiied t 
reappears in the notion that embers taken from die bonfires 
and inserted in the fielda wlil pfombte the growth of du: 
erops/ and it may be thought to underlie die cuMonu of 
sowing flaxseed in die direction m which the flame* blow/ 
of mixing the ashes of the bonfire with the ■ccd-coni -n 
sowing, 1 of scattering die uhc* by d.tmselvca over thr field 
to fertilise it,* and of htcorjKjrallUg a piccr uf the Yule 
bg in the plough to make die ^cois thrive/ The 

opinion that the flax m hemp will grow a* high as 
the flames ri^e or the people trap over them 11 lickings 
dearly to the same class of nfca% Again. a* Kntia, cm 
the banks of the Moidk, If Ihr bhrin|» wheel which 
wa^ trundled down the hillside reached the river with¬ 
out bring extinguished, ihb wm hailed as a proof that the 
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vintage tvauld he abundant So firmly wna this betkf held 
that the successful peribnnjinDC of the cercmnny entitled ifu? 
villagers to levy n tax tL|Hr?u the ©witter* of the neighbouring 
vlimyafdx 1 Hera the nne.t(ittgptbhcd wised might in- taken 
to represent an MncJoudt?d sun, which in torn would friend 
:in abundant vintage. So the waggon-load <if white wine 
which the villager* receive ] From the vineyards round about 
might pat* for m payment for the jtituthtae which they hurE 
procured for the gra]K^, Similarly we saw that in the Vale 
of Glamorgan a bhalug wheel tufctl to be tnmdlrd down hill 
on Midsummer Day, artd that if the fire were extinguished 
before the wheel reached the foot of the hill K the people 
expected a bad hams! ; whereas if the whrrcl kepi alight 
all the way down and continued to blfLjn: for a long lime, 
the farmers looked forward to heavy crops that summer* 
Hera, agaiup it I& riaturul to suppose that the rustic mind 
traced n direct connexion between the fire of the wheel and 
the fire of the sun. on which ihc crops are dependent 

But in J popular belief the quickening and fcrtiltrini? in- 
iluenre of the bonfires is not limited to the vegetable world ■ 
it extends also lo animals Tilts plainly appears from the 
Irish custom of driving buiren cattle Lltrough the mid¬ 
summer fires* from the French belief that the Yqle-fofl 
steeped in water helps cows to e&lvc/ from the French and 
.Servian notion that there will be m many dikkcm, drives 
laiEibi nnd kids as there are spark* itftfck out of the Yuir log,* 
from the French custom of putting the ashes of the bonfires 
In the fowls" nt-ti to make the hen* by Cggs t p and from the 
German practice of mixing the aahe* of the bonfire* with 
dtc drink of cattle in order :o make the animal* thrive. 1 
Further, them are clear indications that even human fecundity 
h supposed to be promoted by the genial heat of The fire*. 
In Morocco the people think that childless couples can 
ohtitin offspring by leaping over the midsummer bodire- 1 
It it an Irish belief that a girl who iumps thrice c/ver the 
midsummer bonfire will soon marry and become the mother 
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of many children ; 1 m Flamlera women leap over the Mill- 
summer fires to ensure an easy delivery i* anti in various 
parts of France they think that it a grrl dances round 
nine fire* she will sure to marry within the year. 1 On 
the other hand, m Lechrah people say that if a young 
man and woman, leaping over the mu bummer fire together, 
escape un smirched; die young woman will not become 
a mother within twelve months z* the flames have iiaI 
Irjuclicd and fertilized her. Tn parts of Switzerland and 
France the Lighting of the Yule log h accompanied by 
A prayer that the women may twziir children, the shc-goats 
bring forth kids, and the ewes drop lambs- 1 Tlie rule 
observed 1 ei some places that the bonfire diOLiid t*e kmdkd 
by the person who wu last married* seems to belong to the 
saute class of ideas* whether it be that such a person is sup- 
posed to receive from, or lo impart to. Hie fire =i genemtive 
and fcrUilriug toflueticc. "Ore common practice of lovers 
leaping over the fires hand In hatid may very wdl I Lave 
originated in a notion thul thereby their marriage would be 
blessed with offspring \ and the like motive would explain 
the oi^jm which obliges couples married within the year to 
dance to t he light of torches,' And tlie beetles nf profligacy 

which* appear to have marked tlie mkbumitiier odebratimt 
among the Esthonkm 1 as they uitcc marked the celebration 
of May Pay r,mong ourselves, may have sprung, not front 
the mere license of holiday 1 -makers, hut from a crude not ion 
tliaf ittch QTgiz$ were justified, if not rajiured. by vnrae 
mysterious bond which linked the life of man to the courts 
of die heaven 5 at this turning-patnl of the year. 

At the festivals which we are considering the custom of iv 
kindling bemmes h coffirnonly assoriaidd with a custom of 
carrying lighted torches about the fields, die orchard^ the u&m* 
pastures, tlie flocks and the herds; a,nrl we cun hardly doubt ^ u T!m 
thui the two customs iire only (wo different ? nf attain- ™J2^ h 
lug thr ssrne object* narneiy, the benefits which arc believed ■ ,>■ ? i* 
to flow from the fire, whether it be stationary or faoriahk- 
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■*". AttOitlfngly if we accept the -tolar theory of the bonfire 
SuSTihr wt seefli bound to apply it also to the torches; we must 
M-ihaiL suppose that the practice of marching or running with Erins- 
hig torches about the country is simply a means of diffusing 
Far and wide the genial influence of th'- simdiifu-, of which 
these flickering (tames arc a feeble imitation. In favour of 
this view it may It said that sometimes [he torches arc 
canrkrt about the field* for lhe express purpose of fertilizing 
them," anti for the tame purpose live coals from the (xmfircs 
aie sometime* placed in the field* " to prevent blight,' - 1 Oft 
ilir five of Twelfth Day In Normandy men, women, and 
children run wildly through the fields and orchards with 
lighted torches, which they wave about the branches ami 
diLib against ths trunks of the fruit- [rets toi !iic -rake ol 
burning the moss and driving away she tnoies and field 
mic<% " They believe that the ceremony fulfils the double 
object of exorcizing the vermin whose mul tip heat ion would 
be a rest calamity, and of Imparting fecundity to the trees, 
the fields, and even the cattle w ; and they imagine that the 
more the ceremony is prolonged, the greater will be the 
crop of fruit next autumn.* In Bohemia they *ay that the 
corn will grow as high as they lling the Wising bosoms into 
the air, 1 Nor are such notions confined to Flu rope, In 
(.orea, a few days before the New War festival, the eunuchs 
of die palace swing hunting tordic-. chanting invocations 
the while, and tliis b supposed to ensure IxuintifnJ ciup. iV,t 
the next season. 1 The custom of trundling a burning wheel 
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owt Ifo* IfoM, which used to be observed in Poitou for the 

"=*Fres* purpose of rerllUitne them, 1 may t>r thought to 

endjody the -ame idea in n still more graphic form ; since 
hi thi* way the mock-sun it^df, not merely its light and 
heal re presented b) r torches, h made actually to pass over 
thr ground which ha to receive its quickening and kindly 
hiilutmte, Once more p the custom of carrying lighted 
brands round cattle 1 h plainly equivalent ro driving the 
animals through the bonlire; and if the bonfire h a *un- 
cltarm, the torches must be so aLwx 

§ 3, m pNnficaUrj Thttnj of ikt Firt-ftslhaii 

J hui <ar we have considered what may he iiaid for the n™? 
tlieory that at the European fire- foil Kith the fire h kindled 
as a charm to ensure an abundant supply of sunshine for itautitm 
oiiiit mid beast, for corn and frails. U remains (<i Consider 
wJmt may be said against this theory and in favour of iM 
view that in these rites fire is employed not A3 a creative 
but m a cleansing agent p which purifies men, anil tin is. and 
plants by horning up and consuming Else noxious dements, 
whether materiaJ or spiritual, which menace all living things 
willi disease and death. 

First, then. It is u> be observed that the people who Ttw put. 
practise the fire-cuatonui appear never to allege the solar 
theory in explanation of theio p white uli tlie cuiiLraiy they cfetciuM 
do Frequently .ind emphatically put forward tlv- purificitttn,- 
theory This is a strong argument In &vour of the puii~ 
ficiitory and against the olar theory; for she j>opubuc ex- 
pl.yiati.jo of a popular custom i h never to be rejected except 
lor grave eau'sr. And in she present ca^ there \ecisi-* to be 
no adequate reason for rejecting it The conception of fire 
aj % destructive agent, which can be turned to account for 
the coiiflumptfon of evil things, b hi simple and obvious 
th.it rt could hardly escajrc tile minds even of the nhte 
peasantry with whom the** festival* origimHerL On the 
hand the conaeplkin of fire su an emanation of the 
«u*. w at all events m linked to it by a bond of phydral 
sympathy, h far it si. simple atid r bviou*; and though the 
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u*e of fire as a charm la product 3uuihlur appeiu^ to be 

undeniable/ ntvmbdwi in attempting ia explain popular 

custom* we should never have recourse to * mare recondite 
irlc^ when a simpler am Ife* to hajiii and L* atippucicd by 
I'Ssh-j fwM tlic explicit testimony of lisc people thcm&dve*. Now in 
lb* ca.-c of :hc fire-fcUv.il a the destructive aspect at firr i* 
£re*n** one tip-on which tile people dwell again find again . ami it 
!^l kl it highly significant that the great evil against which the 
fi-rt is directed appears 10 he witchcraft Again and again 
WE = ar? told that the fires arc intended la bum or repel tike 
witches ; 5 and the intention i* sometime* ^rApliiruily cx- 
pressed by burning an effigy of ft witch m the fire/ Hence, 
when we rcmcmhrT the great hold which the dread of wilch- 
craft has hail on the popular European mind in nil agts, wt 
may suspect that the primary intention of nil these fire- 
festival* wm -imply to destroy or at all events get rid ol 
the witches who were regarded ws the causes of nearly all 
the mlsfortuncsr and cahimitfc that befall men. their cattk* 
and rheir crop,*/ 
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suypkkm u confirmed whert wt examine the evils 
fer rcli the bunfircs and lurches were supposed to provide 
a rctticdy, KorenioM, iierliap% among ihrse trvfis »v may ilip fire 

PXktm tin; cJiKiis-i of CAitk ;, and of all the ills lha\ vritdicg 
Aft believed t® work there U fjrohahjy none whidk is so TCT*fnina 
aiuutatitly mm ted on as the harm they do to the Hcrdi, 
pnfUcuituly by stealing; the milk tmm the cow?. 1 Now it is rnf ^ 
significant shat the Tteed-firc + which may perhaps be regarded 
a> tile parent of the periodic fim-fom a1h 3 rs kindled above 
all a? .1 rttnetiy inr a murrain or other disease of entile: ^.wln.-V 
and tin: d rciifn -it .1 ocr- siiggcgts. whn t on ;jci rcra t gronn da seem < *' i l e < ^ h |i 
prohibit* that the cu.Uom of kindling the ncetl-firc goc^ bad: 
to a time when the ancestors ®i the European iienpt&j 
subsisted chiefly on the products of their herds, arid when 
Agriculture as. yet ptayvd a subordinate part In thdf lives. 

Witches and wolves n m the twq great fcKr? siill dreaded by 
the herdsman in many part? of Europe \* and we need not 
wonder that her should report 10 fife as a powerful means of 
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binning thcp Among Sbtvemk- peoples it appco^ Umt 

the foes whom the n cod-fin: is designed to Combat arc noisu 
much living witches a* vainpyrcB and filter evil spirits, 1 and 
the cirjem my, we sj-W. alms rather it repelling these 
baleful bdrtgs than at actually consuming them in tins 
flani^ But for our present pnrjiCM&e these distinctions are 
bojoaiertaL The important thing to observe is shat among 
the Slav? the need-fife, which is probably the original of sail 
the ctfdttonial fire* now under consideration, i> not a sun* 
charm* but clearly and unmistakably nothing but a mean* of 
protecting man and beast against the attacks of maleficent 
citatum, whom the peasant think* to bum or *care by the 
heat of the fire* just ** he might bum or *cure wild .inimak 
Again, the bonfires arc often supposed to protect the 
fields against hail t and the homestead against thunder and 
lightning. 1 But both hat! And thunderstorms arc frequently 
thought to be caused by witches; - hcncc ihc fire which 
bftr.-i tiic witches necessarily serve* at the same dme -ts n 
talisman agaitis; hall, thunder, and lightning. Further* 
brands taken from the bonfires are commonly kept in 
the houses to guard them against conflagration; 1 and 
though thia may perhaps Ixr done on the principle of 
homoeopathic magic* one fire being thought to acL as 4 
preventive of .mother, it is also possible that the intention 
may be to keep wltrfwnctndiaries hay. Again, people 

leap ovei tSie bonfires a preventive of colic/ and look 
-it Lhi: skmes steadily m order to pfesem their five* ist 
L?ood hcaJiliand both colic arid *ore eyes are En Germany* 
and probably elsewhere, set down to the madiinatioJis of 
witches/ Once momi to ksp over the Midsummer fires or 
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to drcwmnmbijJaic ilicm is thought to prevent a pc/aon from 
feeling f^h>i in his back at reaping omJ in Gcrnuiny inch 
pains are eaded * witch-shots * acid ascribed to witeberaft. 1 

Bnt if the bonfires and torches of the fire‘festivals are to ilp l^b, 
hr. regarded primarily as we^jWiis directed against whdic!* ^/mmV 
and wirards, it becomes probable that Hie same expkn&tlmi NH*«aU 
applies not only to the flaming discs which are hurled fnm ^^^7“ 
the air, but also to ibc burning wheels which are rolled down ******* 
hill on ITjlsc occasions; discs and wheel?, we may nitppoae, 
are alike intended to burn tile wiLchejj who hover invisible m 
iTae Air or haunt unseen the fields the orchard', and thr 
viair.y.LtdN on the hillside. 1 Certainly wftchc* -ire coratantly *' u:bi ± 
ihou ht to ride through the air on hronrralkk* or other 
equally convenient vehicles ; and IT they do how can yon 
gel id them m effectually as by hurling lighted irii-iika, 
whethof dl«!^ larches, or besoms, after them *u they Hit 
past overhead In the gloom > The South Slavonian pea*,ml 
believes that witches ride In the dark hail-clouds;. m he 
shoota at the clouds to bring down thr bags, while be 
curses them, raying, 14 Curse, curie Herod I^ b thy mother 
is a heathen, damned of God and fettered through the 
Redeemer 1 ® blood" Also he brings out a pm of glowing 
rbuTcml on which be has thrown holy oil, laurel leaves, and 
RTJirnwDOd to make a smnke. Tin; ftirtirs ate guppriscd to 
racHrl to tins cloud* and stupefy She witches, so that llicy 
tumble down to earth, And in order that they may not 
fell soft, but may hurt themselves very much, file yoke! 
hastily brings out a chair and lilts it bottom up so that the 
witch In falling may break her legs on the Legs of the chair. 

Worse than ihat he cruelly Iuy$ scythes* mid other 

■ formidable weapon - edge upwards so a* to cut and in angle 


1 Ahwr f jijx i fi j, ittfj il^i ™- 

1 A U'tftllLE. ..A, 

iSrOlft, 1 S 69 ). p jf(. I.Hj I 
1. SU4Cr.ii.ij-n, dhppdwt* rifl^ .tac.fr* 
*** dto /ftnqf£U*t ftyMwy 
fOh]##i?Mirg i i frfrj |- k i p. 5 f »j 
iaei ale*?, p, Mtfr* 

1 In itja AmiTmTUrail, m dhifio fl( 
vjjiu ouj lomctiQiiii hc hi 
Hill Otvt Tjw pilBO| 4 l 


d™ » an 0(i c*Mr erf * fapui* i H 
o-rm M 4 dum atfffTfiil WllirhcralT 
ahJ U eapffcijlijf InUEiJH in p^ui 
tli* ttlk H thr* mit drlrru mu ih4 
In. Src I . SLfu . kc ijnri „ .^v':»uvAi 

HTTP./ k irfiT-* Abr 

tQtdniliujv, ; 86 ?>, i, |a 157 . 
f t jjj ihk av cj « tP * 

wJiinwn viLcliemSE fc« iMre® 

itmt ibc pnCLka faUlOg ft(Tf ■ktli 
rfowa Mil far 1 vraibkx I 


tNTEBPRETATtOtf OF THE FtRB-FMSTtVAte cu • 

the [jO'-'T wretches when they drop plump itpon them frmn 
the doudi.’ 

tthO.ii On this view the fertility supposed to follow rwap- 

ptfciiioii of fire i» the form of bonfires, torches, discs, 
rolling wheel*, and to forth, is not conceived 83 resulting . 
»«*"• directly from on increase of safer heat which the fire has 
Itkmmiu mit. 5 k. 1 Uy generated; It la merely on indirect result oh 
taiiinl by fleeing tits reproductive powers of plants and 
urrJoi'« itriitnuii friim the fatiil obstruction of witchcraft- And whni 
jiSS^. is true of tlw reptoductlofi of plants and animals may hold 
good nUi> «f the fertility of the hunt an sexes. VVe Iwtve 
seen that the bonfires lire supposed to promote iHftrri.igc mid 
to procure offspring for childless couples. Tills happy < 
need not flow directly from any quickening or fertilising 
energy In the fire; it may follow indirectly from tire power 
of the fire to remove those obstacles which the spell* of witches’ 
find wimrds notoriottdy present to the tutfon of nun and wife . 1 
On rw On the whole, then, the theory of the purificatory virtue 

of the ceremonial fires appeal more probable and more 
u* pun in accordance with the evidence than the op[wsiirig theory * 
Smsim. °f I heir connexion with the sun. But Etmpe in not 
iiiiuiiua til t he only part ol the world where cere monte* of this soft 
vuviib have been performed ; elsewhere the passigc thrnmjh the 
werm ifce jinnies or smoke or oyot the glowing embers n( a bonfire, \ | 
which is the central feature of most of thr- rites, hii* tieen 
employed as a cure Or a preventive of various ilK We have j 
seen that the midsummer ritual of fire in Morocco is practically 
identical with that of our European peasantry, ami cuitwni 
more or less duuiar have lx»n observed by many races in 
yjtrjoiis ports ot the world. A consideration of simc ol 
them may help us to .lectik between the conflicting claim* 
of the two rival theories, which explain the ceremonies as 
■un-ehamts or purifications respectively. 

* r. S. Kctim. IVt^iWr u..J Dn-dntt*.** fVhj.Wrc.tr * (Bnlb, 
nfttOur Bnmt *i Atitifem* iMuir. 1 M 9 ), p ijs 13of* 1 E- **&““*■ 

Uct i- tV» ifcysU, pp. r# Ktfippn tu ,V*rrf 

1 In CrittM MV‘h ipcfl, hr -IImi r.\ 5 gkr», 1008)1 ip *7 t 

Fc. 1 ■ It -rn V ■■" ; in F«rch, mun V»■ J. I- »l- t. I-*' ■«**» 1 ******* 

See 1 . Iliimiu. Onttili 

i. &)7' <&il A, IVuuie, |>p i?« if. 
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